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i
SHORT, PLAIN,
: AND
Seriptaral Introduction
‘ TO

True Chri{‘tianity.

L
OT every one that is cal-
led a Chriftian, istherefore
! in Truth and Reality fuch.
For « Chriftian hath his
Name originally from Chrift, which
denoteth 2 AMan that belongs to Chrift
besrlg in the bleffed Numsber of his true and
fasshful Difciples, believing in Him 'mjrb
B his
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_Pathof his Crofs : wherennto be is anoigt-

‘A Short: Intrecdeélicn
bis whole Hea't, putting an entire Tryff
and Confidence in Him alone, and follow
ing his Holy Example ot of pure and [i-
cere Affeétion and Love to Fim, void of all
Hypocrifie and Diffimulation, even in the

ed with bis Holy, Spirit, to whofe unerring
Guidance and Direttion be intirely \and
cheerfully committeth himfelf. e then
that faith, 1 am a Chriftian, exprefles
thereby no lefs than this: Tam a Dif
ciple'of Jefus Chrift, to whom I pro-
perly belong ; 1 believe in Him as'fy
:only Saviour and Redeemer; I love Him
without Hypocrifie, earneftly endea
vouring to be like-minded with Him,
and to tread in his Steps in my whole
Life and Converfation, wich.all Faith-
fulnefs and Conftancy: To this End
and Purpofe He has anointed me with
his Divine Spirit, who abideth in me
as his Tabernacle, dire@ing and go-
verning me in all things.

He that cannot troly affirm this
of Himfelf , 'upon. ‘good and fiite
Grounds, cannot in. Truth call himfelf
a Chriftian.  See Ifa. 61. 1. Matth:
Jo0. 37, 38. °Ch. ' 16. ‘Per- 20t
Luke 418, Fobn 8. 31, 325 33, 36:Ch.
12,
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12. Ver. 26.  Ch. 14. Ver. 21, 23. Ch.
15. Fer. 4, 5,6, 7,8, 10, 12. Rom, 8.
9.Gal- §-24. Phil-2. 5. 1 John 2, 3, 4,
§36, 9, 20,27. Ch. 3. Fer, 24.
I

From the Name of a Chriftiarn con-
fidered, with fuch a true and glorious
Signification, it appears too evidently,
that, alas ! there are many Thoulands
of thofe, that aflume to themfelves
the Name of Chriftians, and yet indeed
are in no fuch happy State as they imas
gine: Whofe Danger is fo:much the
greater , & will bring them to final De-
ftru&ion, if,without any dueConfiderati-
on & Trial, they always entertain gond *
Thoughts and Hopes of themfelves;
fancying they may pafs for good Chri-
fhiansin the Eyes of the World, with-
out throughly examining themielves,
whether they only have the bare Name
of Chriftians, or whether they be alfo
in. Trath and Reality faithful - Difci=
ples of Chrift, the anointed of the
Lord, guided and led by God’s Holy
Spirit?

It is therefore highly neceffary for
every one, to compare his own State
and Gondition, his Words and A&i-

: B2 ons




4 A Shory Introdultion
-ons, and the Spring whence all ‘thefe
flow, wiz. the whole Frame of his
Heart and Mind, with this true and
proper Signification of that glorious
Name of a Chriftian, by which he is
«cafled. If, upon adue and exact Tkial
«of himfelf,aMan be fatisfied ,throughithe
Grace of God, that he has hitherto
falfly and wnjultly: called 'himfIf a
Chriftian 3 or if ‘he only happen to
idoubt, whether he hath been a true
Chriftian or no; he s in ‘all Reafon
and Confcience obliged thereby at the
fame inftant, when he finds out his
grofs Miftake ina Matter of fo great
Confequence and Importance, wichout
the leaft Delay, feriocufly to confider,
how he may become a true and real
Chriftian; and be fully aflured, that he
enjoyeth the Grace of God, vpon a
good - and lafting Foundation, that
will bear the fevereft fiery Trials. Eop
what is more dreadful for us, than not
to know, that we are true Children of
God, and Inheritors of that Kingdom
out of which there is no real Hap-
pinefs? Or what is worfe and more
miferable, than certainly. to know,
that we are not in the State of Grace,
and
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and Tor all that to feel in our Hearts
no earneft Defire, to obtain that oniy
happy State, wherein we might have:
a foll Affirance and lively Senfe .of
God’s. Grace and Fayour, together
with the bleffed Effects thereof?

I

The firft thing neceflary to be done:
here is; to take 4z exalt and full
View of our [clves, and thofe deep:
and unexpreflible Corruptions which:
lurk fecretly within-our Breafts, wait=-
ing only for an Opportunity' to break
out into finful Ads; as likewife of
thofe many and heinous ontward Sins,.
we have already committed. This is:
required of us in thefe Words of God,.
Ser. 3. 12, 13- I am merciful, [aith the:
" Lord, and i will not keep Anger for ever-.
Only: acknowledge thine Iniquity, that thon-
baff tran[greffed againft the Lord thy God:
Now that this may be done exalily as:
it ought to be, we mult humble our’
felves fincerely before God frem the:
very Bottom of our Hearts, befeech-
ing him, that he would vouchfate tor
give us a true and cffeltual Knowledge:
of our defperately corrupt and {intal
Hearts, that we may not think our

B3 felves-
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{elves better, than we are indeedsbut
rather® acknowledge and eflteem our
{elves the very worft and vileft of
Sinners ("as indeed we all bear the Seed
and Root of all Sins within us), al-
though perhaps our Corruprion hath
never broken out into fo many oug-
ward grofs Impieties and Crimes, as
fome other Perfons have committed,
This thinking our felves to be the great-
elt of Sinners, wiil do vs no manner of
hurt, but rather the more excite and
inflame us, to implore the Divine Grace
by humble  Prayer, and will make s
the imore cautious, not to  make, the
Grace of God a Cloak for our Sinss
but rather to improve. the fame with-
out Hypocrifie, to a fincere Amend-
ment of our whole Life and Conwer-
fation. . For if 4 Man think himfelf to be
Somerbing, when he is nothing; he deceiveth
himfelf, Gal. 6. 3. and doth himfelf the
greatelt Prejudice imaginable. To
this End, as hath been intimated al-
ready, he ought not only to acknow-
ledge his ourmard .Sins; fuch as Swear-
ing, Curfing, Uncleannefs, Stealing,
Drunkennefs, and the like, which a
Pagan himfelf may be able to avoéd;
e
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but he muff earneftly befeech God, in
conftant Prayer, to give him a clear

nfight into the Reer, and Original of
all Sins 5 namely, Unbelicf, which.con-
filteth chicfly in not depending in-
tirely npon God, and adhering osly
to ‘him in all things, which is indecd

L i el |
gous apd moft

the greateft, moft hei
ence all our

dangerous Sin, from: w
other Sins and Corruptions, whether
outward or inward, do moft certainly
proceed. After God hath thus -graci-
oufly opened our Eyes, tobehold, how
_deeply we have been hitherto plunged
in this damnable Usbeliefand reigning

o

Self- Love 5 we fhall be thereby foox
£

s

ebliged, freely toown and to coafels,
that all our Aftions, Moving, Sit-
ting, Eating, Drinking, and frequent-

ing the Church ; all our Words and:
Works, all our Thoughts and Imagy-
nations have been nothing but S I,
whil® this horrid Unbelief and Self-
love bore the Sway in us, ftainingand
polluting ali thofe otherwife indiffe-
vent things. For without Faith it 1s ini-
. poffible to pleafe God in any thing, Heb:
11 6. And whatfoever is not of Faith is
Sin, Rom. 14. 23. He that quefiioneth,
B 4 whe-




8 A Short Introdullion
whether his Courfe of Life have beep
really fo bad or no, hath no more to
do ,than ferioufly to confider : whether
the fame hath been chicfly directed s
and aimed at, the Glory of God in
Rezlity, and not only in cntward Ap-
pearance sand whether he hath heartily
¢ndeavoured and bent all the Faculties
of his Soul, to be united to God, as
hischiefeft Goad,by true Faith in Chrift
Jefus, complying with and per-
forming the Will of God his Creator,
Fatber and Lord, in all things without
Exception? Or whether his Coutle of
Life hath not rather tended to his
own tranfitory Honour, temporal In-
terelt and bodily Pleafure, that he
might fpend his Days in Fafe and Qui-
ctnefs ? and whether he hath not taken
abundantly more Care for the Prefer-
vation of his corruptible Body, than
of his immortal Soul? If he findeth
him{elf guilty in thefe Refpeds, he may
from thence unqueftionably infer, that
he has done nothing, but what an un-
converted and unbeélieving FHeathen,
Jew, or Turk, may do as- well as he.
But a true Chriftian, whether be eats or
drinks, or whatfoever he doth, dotly all ;0 :
the
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the Glory of God, 1 Cor. 1o. 31. The
chief END ard Aim he direGsall things
to, is not this Temporal, but the fu-
ture everlafting - Life, "according to
\Chrift’s Doétrine and = Exhortation,
Matth, 6. 33. Seck yefirft the Kingdom of
§od and his Righteoufne(s, and all other
things feall be added unto you. He that
neglets and contradiéts this, either in
Word or Deed, is certainly a Heathen,
as Chrift himfelf affirmeth, Perf. 32.
’Tis indeed a thing of great Confe-
quence and ‘Importance, to be fo truly
convinced, and made fenfible of our
own Mifery and Corruption, as to fay
from the Bottom of our Hearts: 7 be-
lieve indecd, I ain a Sinner.  For as ealie
s it is for the Mouth and Tongue
to form the outward Expreffion; yet,
. on. the contrary, it is fo difficult for
the Heart to be truly affeCted there-
with, and for a Man to be induced to
2 free and fincere Confeffion thereof,
that none is able to fay this of him-
felf without Hypocrifie and Diflimula-
tion, but he alone, whofe Eyes God
has opened, to perceive his own Mife-
1y, fo as to be thereby truly bumbled

before God.
: B s 1V,




10 A Short FntroduiEion

Iv.

When once a Man is thus through-
ly convinced and made deeply fenfible
of his miferable State and Cendition,
owning him{elf a poor, miferable Sin-
ner, whe has’ hitherto ;only ‘wfurped
the Title of a Chriftian ; {fuch a Cop-
viction can produce no other Effed,
than a hearty Sorrew and earneft Cop-
cern for his Sins, which render him
juftly afhamed of himfeif, and his for-
mer Courfe: of Life, Ezek. 36. 32. For
mow he'is become truly fenfible, what
a great Fool he was before 5 by which
Name ‘the Scripture frequently de-
fcribes' the Ungodly and unconverted
Sinnet. Pfal. 14. 1. Pfal. 53. 5. He
fees how much more careful he has
been: of his temporal Life, than of his
immortal Soul and its eternal Salvati-

| on; what a grofs Hypocrite he was,

! who loved to be called and counted &
good Chriffian, even while his Heart

was void'of true Faith, Love, and all

Chriflian Graces, and either fpent his

time in manifeft Works of the Flefh,

or elle was neither hot nor cold, but

ferved God and the World, two “irre-
coucileable Mafters] at once. He now

i pers




Lo zrae Chriftianiry. 11
perceiveth how' muchiand how hein-
oufly hehas thereby offended: that gra-
cions and 'faithful Lord God, who,
outof mere Grace and Mercy, has moft
freely proffered him true eternal Hap-
pinefs. and Glory, and againft whom
he hasicommitted fo!many great Sins,
not lonly out of Igrorance and Rafh-
nefs, but alfo wilfully and on purpofe,
and that times without Number. He
isinow hearcily forry, thit he has {pent
fo-many-Years' of his Life(given him
to ferve and glorifie God )'in the moft
fhameful Slavery of Satan, the World,
and his own Flefh.

Wihen 2 Man lays all this ferioufly
to Heart, and is throughly fenfible of
the Wrath of God, and of the eternal
Torments he has thereby moft jultly
deferved - And further, when he calls
to Mind the numberlefs undeferved
Mercies, - Favours and ‘Benefits, God
has fol gracioufly beftowed upon him
* evety ‘Day, with' how great Pati¢nce
and: Long-fuffering he ‘has born with
him ;3 how often God has knocked at
the Door of his: Heart; andion the
¢ontrary, how ungratefully he has {ha-
kenoff the Checks of his Coni’cicncz :

an
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and how much he hath flighted God
and his gracious Dealings with hims
The Conlideration of all this cannot
but fenfibly affe@ and affliét him , and
fill his Heart with godly Sorrow and
Repentance ; fo that he now begins
to wifh, that he had never finned a-
gainft his bountiful Creator. But tho’
what is done cannot be undone (which
highly aggravateth his AfliGtion, An-
guith and Grief, remembring, that he
is not able to (hake off from his Con-
fcience the Guilt he hzs contrafted by
his many wilful Offences againft God :)
he don’t go about to divers thefe
Thoughts and this Concern for his
Sins, by merry, worldly, and vain Cop.
verfition, out of a tender Regard to .
bis Flefh, or out of a groundlefs Fear
_ of falling into AMelanchaly and Defpair,
knowing very well, what preat Hurg
this would do him by delaying his Re-
pentance and Return to God.  For he
eafily difcerns, that this is a godly Sor-
row twhich wo: keth R pertance (. or a
Change of Mind) not 10 be repented of,
2 Cor. 7. 10. Herather eal neltly pray-
eth to Ged, to create and increafe this
tiue penitent Scirow in his Heart,
whereby
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whereby his Sins may be rendred more
bitter and qdious to him, than Death
it felf, and he may never return again
to his former wicked Life and Con-
verfation. L

. V.

But althouvgh a Man muft not throw
off this heavy Load of Grief, nor ftrive
o get rid of this Anguifh, arifiag
from a deep Senfe of his natural Cor-
suption and miferable Condition, by
any fuch unlawful carnal Method as
was mentioned in the foregoing Secti-
on; yet he is not always to labour un-
der the fame Trouble of Mind, butis
to fly with that broken and contrite
Heart to the Crofs, Blood, and Death
of Chriff, and with true Faith and bum-
ble Confidence pray for the Grace of
God, the Remiffion of his Sins, and an
abfolute Deliverance from all the Mi-
feries he hath drawn npon himfelf by
his Tranfgreffions. For thus doth
Chrift himfelf with his fweet and com-
fortable Voice, call and inviteto him-
felf all fuch poor forrowful Sinners,
Matth, 1. 28 : Come upto me all ye that
lsbour and are heavy laden, and 1 will
give you Refp. - Of which divine chg

an
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and Comfort he. fhall doubtlefs pag,
take, if with: an.  humble contrife
Heart, and fincere longing Defire, he
calt his Eyes vpon :the bitter Paffion
and painful Death of his Saviour Je-
fus Chrift, and the fnll SatisfaGion gi-
ven. thereby to the Juftice of God,
laying hold, on thefe Merits witha
true Affurance - and' Confidence of
Faith; fince Chrift hath recovered to
him the. Grace and Favour of God,
and the Pardon of all his Sins, and
hath purchas’d for him' an everlafting
Inheritance  of  unfpeakable Gloryy
This St. Paul. obferves in Epb. 1. 72
In Chrift Jefus we bave Redemption
through his Blood, the Forgivene[s of Sins,
aceording 10 the good Pleafure of bis Will
And again : We.are fuftificd freely bybis
Grace through the Redemption that is in
Chrift Fefus, whom God has [e forth o
be a Propitiation throngh Faith in. his
Blood, to declare bis Righteou/nefs for the
Remiffion of Sins that are paft, Rom. 3
24,25 And in another: Place : God
bath made bim to be Sin [ ora Sacrifice
for Sin] for us, who knew no Siny that
we might be made the Righicoufnefs of
God in bimy 2 Cor, 5. 2%, Sec alfo

: : 1 Cor.
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31.Cor.x. 30. Eph. 3. 2. Heb. 9. 12, 14,
15. Gal. 2. 16, 20, 21. Ch. 3: 13, 14.
“Roms.. 5. 18, 19, Ch. 4. §,6.Ch. 10, .44
e, §3- 11, Fobn 1. 29. Fer.23. 6. Ait.
10. 43- Ch- 13. 38, 30. ‘
‘Now when a penitent Sinner look-
eth upon ‘Chrift 'in Fairh, and fo ta-
keth ‘hold of his fatisfaCtory Merits,
then God’s Grace aboundeth towards
him, granting. him the full Remiffion
of his Sins, and frecly juftifies him for
the Sake of  Jefus Chrift..: The firft
bleffed: Effe@s of which Jultification
are Pedce with God, and a filial cheér-
ful Confidence + [ mjppnoia] in - him,
. whereby the poor contrite Soul is
moft fenfibly comforted and quieted,
which will ‘add new Vigour ~ and
Strength to his conftant Prayers and
Supplication ; fo that he will never
ceale knocking at the Door of Grace,
till he be fully fatisfied and affured in
his Heart and Conicience, by the gra-
¢lous and powerful Operations of
God’s Spirit, that the Door of Grace
is now fet wide open to him ; that his
Sins are pardoned ; and that God _is
now veconciled te him through our
only Mediator- Jefus Cheilt ; that wit{;
y 2
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all Confidence and full Aflurance he
may call_ him Father ; the Holy Ghoff
continually crying in his Heart : Abba,
Fatber, Rom. 8. VIIS.

But here we muft beware of think-
ing, that we are able fo believe in
God and Chrift by our own Strength,
and by the Power of our Reafon. For
st is mot of owr [elves: It is the Gift of
God, Eph. 2..8. And no Man can [a,
that Fefus is the Lord, but by the Holy
Ghoft, 1 Cor. 12. 3. Therefore after
God has gracioufly wrought in us a
true and lively Senfe and Knowledge
of; and hearty Sorrow for, our Sins,
we ought to give God the Glory, and
acknowledge that it is only He, who,
by the fecret Power of his Grace ex-
erting it felf in and through his
Word, kindles true Faith in our Souls,
and that we muft not refift his holy
Operations; but rather continually
call upon him, out of a Senfe of the
inconceivable Depth of our own Mi-
fery, and with true Humility and Sub-
miflion pray for that great divine Gift
of faving Faith ; that fo our Faith may

not fland in the Opinion of humane Wile

dom )
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gom, or the Merit of our own Works, bue
only in the Power of God; and thatour
Hope of Salvation may not be the
mere. Product of a vain Imagination,
but a real well-grounded Affurance
fpringing from a true and living Faith,
VIL
Now a Man that has, through the

. Grace of God, received this true and

tiving Faith, and by sz Remiffion of
his Sins, may be well affured, that
God will not deny him a further Sup-
ply of his Grace; with the blefled Ef-
fects thereof ; but will fulfil the Wifh-
es and Defires of his Heart, by pour-
ing a larger Meafure of folid Peace,
Comfort, and Joy into his Soul, and
the*pleafant and delightful Streams
of Divine Love will plentifully flow
_iato his Heart by the Prefence of
God's Spirit, whom he will likewife
beftow upon him as a Pledge of raar
tender Zove, and of his Inheritance of
Glory in Chrift. Now he perceives, {ees
and feels, that his Mind isquite changed,
and he himfelf moulded and formed by
a new Birth from above, into a new

Creature in Chrift, in whom be is cma;z
] te
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ted by God unto good Works, 2 Cor, s
17. Eph. 2. 10. Now he hath the blef
fed Experience of God's Faithfulnefs,
in fulfilling his Promifes given, to Be-
lievers by the Mouth of the Prophet,
who. faith: I will fprinkle clean Wate
upon you, and ye [ball be clean': From gl
Jyour Filthinefs, and from ailyonr Idels I
will cleanfe you. A new Heart alfo il
o give youy and a new Spivit will I oy
within yoiy and I will take away the flony
Hears out of your Flefh, and will g
Jou @ Fleart of Flefh. I will: put my
Spirit. within you, and caufe yon tomwalk in
my Statutes, and ‘you fhall keep.my Fadg
mients and do them, Ezck. 36. 23, 26
27. He bhath now his Heare [prinkid
Jrom an evil Canfeience, and his Body
wafbed with pure Waser, Heb, 10+ 22,
23. All this maketh him more fo-
licitous about the State of his immor
tal Sonl, than he was before. His
Mind is no more worldly or earthly,
but heavenly. He doth no more re-
gard this temporal Zsfe, and vhe Plex
fures thereof, with fuch Tendernels
as he did before ; but his Love is fix:
ed upon God, and his Mind fet on
the World to come, feeking thofe zbz‘;g:l

which




7o trae Chriftianity. 19

which are above, where Chyift fitteth on
the right Hand of God, Col. 3. 1, 2. He
ordereth his Life and Aéions fo, that
they may not clafh, but agree with the
Will of his heavenly Father. He can
no longer fo freely entertain vain and
idle Difconrfe, as he did before 5 but
findeth his Heart fooa difquieted and
troubled, whenever he hath, through
Inadvertency, been too far engaged
therein. He propofeth to himfelf no-
thing that feemeth only good and ad-
vantageous to the Flefh, but in all
things fecks to be allured of the good
Pleafure of God. He keepeth his
Heart and Mind with all Diligence,
free from Diftradtions, and from feek-
ing after high things. He finds lictle
ot no Joy and Satisfaction.in the things
of this World ; becanfe he knows, he
has a&wally found more worthy mat-
ter of Joy and Comfort in Chrift. In
fhort - ‘becaufe he knoweth, that he is
juftificd of God in Chrift, and hath
received 4 new Life of God, be is al-
ways careful not to lofe or forfeit this
Grace and Life of God ; which Un-
happinefs. would certainly befal him,
if he fhow’d returd to his former ﬁfni

B




20 A Short Introdulfion

ful way of living. Wherefore he di-
reéts and employs all his Thoughts
and his whole Mind to lead a new
Life, according to the Will of his
Heavenly Father. This new Difpofi-
tion of his Mind and bent of his Wili,
which he hath. obtained by Regene-
rarion , enables him more and more
to perform the Will of God, with
earneft, real and conftant Refolutiony
whereas heretofore he refted in fome
Yazie Prayers or empty Withes, with-
out endeavouring earneftly to fet forth
the Love of God and the Power of
Godlinefs.
VIIT.

Since therefore ( as we have already
ebferv’d ) fuch a Soul hath- obtained
by Chrift, the only Mediator between
God and Man, Aécefs into the Grace of
: “ God wherein fhe now (Fandeth, Rom. §. 2,
. This will remove far from her all
-‘ Imagination of her own Ability to con-
tribute any thing now towards her fu-
ture Improvement in- a- more piovs
and holy Cbriftian Converfation. True
Humility will teach her, that fhe muft
: - give all the Glory to God alone, no-

i ‘ lefs now than at her firft Entrance
upon.
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upon a truly religious Life. She is
fully perfwaded, that Chriff is made of
God, unto her, not only Wildom and Righ=
teoufnefs; but alfo Santtification and Re-
p{gmpn'on.‘ By bim therefore, and bis
holy Spirit, is the whole divine Work
of her” Sanétification, begun and carri-
éd on to the End.- For which Rea-
fon fhe will in conftant and humble

" Prayers call upon God, to purifie  her
Affe@tions more and more by true
Faith in Chrift, from all evil Thoughts,
finful Defires, and vain Imaginations;

. and move “and more to inflame her

- Love to God by his Spirit, but chief-
ly to ftrengthen her by his mighty
Power ina fure Dependance upon his
Grace, that he, who bas wrought in her

0 will, and fo begun the grear Work of
her Converfion, will be gracioufly plea-
fed alfo to bring it to Perfetion. In
this Faith and full Aflurance [he work-
eth-ont ber Salvation w'th Fear and Trem-
bling, Phil. 2.12,13. Ch.1. 6. And by
fo doing, fhe will be preferved from
carnal Secnrity , and from falling again
into her former finful Courfe of Life.
For which End fhe will never ceafe
to put up her humble and devout

, Prayers
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Prayers to Almighty God, to frengthy
ber with Mighs in the inner Man, and
to make her more and more confor-
mable to the divine Image and his
boly Will. And as fhe is very well
affured, that his Advancement and. Ip.
creafe in this new Life depends upon
it; fo fhe earneltly contends in Prayer,
fighing to God continually, that it may
pleafle him to increafe and ftrengthen
her Faith in Chrift Jefus her Savious,
and- that fhe may attain to the full
Age and Stature in it, which willbe
accomplifh’d by Chrift’s really dwelling
in her Heart by true Faith; and by her
being rooted, grounded, and eftablifhed
in the Love of Chrift, till fhe is able
to fay with St. Paul 51 live, yet notl

“but: Chrift liveth in me: and the Life

which I now live in the Flefh, I live by the
Faith of the Son of God, Gal. 2. 30
Thus fhe is framed and formed, and
made every Day more and more cons
formable to his divine Image. Eph.3i

16, 17,18, 19. Coloff. 2.5,6,7:
1X '

Now ’tis no 1ong.er indifferent to
one fo juftified, how he leadeth his.
Life and fpendeth his time; fohe %aﬂ

¥ i3
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Lo true Chriftianity, 23
but maintain the Charaer of a'virtu-
gus and ‘morally ‘honeft Man 3 but be-
canfe his' Lord and Mafter Jefus Chri
hathi called him, to dery bimfelf, and to
imitate bis holy Life  therefore his
Thoughts.and Endeavours are all beng
direitly towards an exaét Obfervance
of hisodivine Paths, and a ftrit and
faithful Imitation of his holy Example,
as becometh a' Servant of Chriff, being
led thereunto by his holy. Spirit, and
endued-with Sirength from above to
walk as Cbrift did, during his Stay
hereon Earth, in Love, Meeknefs, Pa-
tience, and conftant Faithfulnefs, Fobn
6 Ch 12, 26, Ch. 13..345 35 To
this Ennd he crucifieth bis Flefh, with the
Affeétions and Lufts thereof, Gal. 5. 24.
The Wovld is crucified unto bim, and he
anko the World 5 becanfe he keeps bimfelf
i a confant Denial of all Ungodiinefs
and worldly Lufts, Tit.2. 12. And when-
ever evil Lufts and the Seedsof Corru-
ption begin to ftirin his Fleth, {ecking
toibreak out into any outward A& of
Sin, he: foon conquereth and quelleth

them, by “abffaining from them; and con-

tinkally warring againt them; 1 Pet. 2.
v, All ‘this he doth only for Chriff’s
: sake,
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Sake, left he fhou’d difhonour bim eis
ther in Body or Soul. His Love to
God and his Neighbour is hearty and
fincere ; his Obedience and Submiffion
to the Word and Will of God isthe
Effe& of a willing Spirit, which alfo
makes him approve himfelf to all a-
- bout him for a true Difciple and
Follower of Chrift ; that God’s infinite
Grace, Mercy, and Goodnefs, may be
the more praifed and magnified in and
by him,.Jokn 12. 26.Ch. 14. 21. For
this. End and Purpofe, ke is made 4
Partaker of the divine Nature, whereh)
alfo all things that pertain unto Life and
Godline[s have been given wuto . bimy 2
Pet. 1. 3. viz, That Chrift may be glo-
vified in him both in Body and in Spirsh
which are God’s, 1 Cor. 6. 19, 20,
X

In the fame true Faith, whereby he
fobmitteth to Chriff, and ftedfaftly
followeth his Steps, he now likewile
makes quite another Ufe of the Means
of Grace appointed by God for the Cans
weyance of bis Grace and Salvation, than
he did before: He has a due Refpect
and Veneration for them, which in-
duceth him to ufe them ina true, _di-
vine
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yine' Order, - to the right Scope and
End, according to the good Will and
Pleafure of God, which is to procure
- the Salvation of his Soul. For as he
is bornagain and regenerated through
the sncorruptible Seed of 'the: living
Word of God, 1 Pet, 1. 23. Fam. 1.118.
So he is alfo like 2 new borm Babe in
Chrift, defirous of the fincere Milk of the
Werd, that he may grow thereby, 1. e.
that be may be more and more enlighined
in his Underflanding, to fee more clear-
Iy, and to tafte more - {weetly how
gracious the Lord is, which he has al-
teady begun to tafte in his firft Cen-
verfion to God by Faith, 1 Pet. 2
23. Wherefore ‘he taketh hearty Plea-
fure; and. Delight in the frequenc life
of (God’s: - Word, reading, -fearching,
heaving and eontemplating -the! Seri-
pure with true Devotion, calling con-
ftantly upon God in fervent Prayer to
enlighten the Eyes of his Underftand-
ing, feeking . therein Spiritual Food
and troe; Nourithment for his imuwor-
tal Soul..- He is no longer put ¥pon
teading the Bible by mere Curiofity,
with a Defite only to increale his
Knowledge and natural parts thﬂ;e—
by, but to be made more truly wife

C i
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to' fave ~his "Soul ‘ throvgh- Faith ig
Chiift, 2 Tim. 3. 5. and" to be*more
frmly' built upon the Foundation of the
Apoftles’ and Prophets, Fefns Chrift bite
Jfelf being ‘the chief Corner-ftone, Ephi'a,
20. +And todraw from the' Word of
God- more Helps' and Advantages for
fownd Doftrine, for Reproof, forCorretlion,
for Inftruttion in Righteonfne(s, that b
miay- ‘e throughly furnifhed to all good
Woovhs, and> chicfly, that e may fightthe
g06d Fighrbf* Faish,wheréin we are enges
ged,! 3 Tim! 3016, 19.'Pfak 19.98,9)
10, 11,12, Pfal.. 119. 72, 103 104,
105+ Jer. 15. 16 He frequents the
publick hely. Affemblies, no ‘more oit
of 'bare Neceflity ' or Cuftom, ‘orionly
to -be feen- by ‘Men ; bit “he' refors
thither out of a willing Spirit, poffelt
with Love of the Truth, ‘and ‘witha
iincere Defire of being further edified
by the Minifter’s Preaching :/As alfo
to call vpon God in a holy Commu-
niorn with others, to offer ‘up the pute
Sacrifices of Praife and Thank{giving;
and \withal 'to fet others ‘a’ good” Ex-
ample, by his confrant Attendance on
the pudlick Service of God : And tho'
perhaps he may very certainly know
and perveive, that the Lifeand Preachs
ing
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ing of many Minifters want nmuch of
that Light, Warmth and Efficacy of
the Spirit of God, which only make,
the Sermon truly edifying and profi-
table to the Soul; nay, altho’ he may
yet more plainly difcern, that many
there’ prefent,are in a very miferable
and* deplorable Condition, appearing,
fromvarious evil Fruits he fees them
bring forth in their Marner ofiliving/;
iyet, asthe ¢an by no Meansicall Ligir:
Darknefs, nor Evil Good , {o’ alfo
the true Faith in Jefus Chrift will not
allow him to abate the ‘leaft ofrthat
hearty Lové he ought /to- bear to
all! Mankind' ix ~generab: “fince - lie
cannot/ afcribe to’ himfelf thi¢deaft of
what cometh only frois,’ and isifor that
Reafon ‘only due o the Grace of God,
which ‘has | been effetudl in him, and
to which therefore alone he continu-
ally ‘gives alloHonour and Glorg. This
Confidération "is a. firong 'Argument
“with Him'to maintain‘a hearty love
towards all Men. He often calls to
Mind, or rather has continually before
his Eyes, the miferable Condition he
was once in himfelf, by being a Slave
to Sin and Satan :“And this infpires
him ' with: a. tender and hearty Com-

Cz2 paflion
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paflien even towdrds the bafeft and
vileft of Sinners, which he exprefleth
by humble and hearty Sighs and Pray-
ers to God for their Converfion and
Amendment. . This troe Faich fills hig
Heart more and more not only with
a brotherly and particular Love ¢
them, that are bora of God, as heis;
but - alfo. with an' wuiverful Charity,
which 'moveth and inclineth “his Heart
to a divine Zeal for winning and
amending others; and which alfo ob-
ligeth him not to feparate himfelf
from the whole Congregation, upon
the: Account of fome Mens abufing
the Gofpel of Chrift to their own De
ftruction : ;But he iis rather {ollicitons
to be ‘really found in the Number of
thofe, that make a right tfe ofif,
and to order his Converfation amongh
the Meir - of- the World, through the
Power  of the: Spirit |of : Chrift, 'to
God’s “Glory and the Good of his
Fellow Creatures.  He is an Exampk
to all, in Word, in Conver/[ation, in Cht:
rity, in Spirit, in Faith and Parity, 1
Tim. 4. 12, He is a favoury Salt, ac:
cording to. that of Chrilt, Aatth: 5.
13+ to feafon and keep others from
further Corruption and I’utrefa&it}n;
ga-
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leaving it to God to-give a Blefling to-
his pious Endeavours as:the divine:
Wildom fhall fee fic; till' God him-
felf, by bis irrefiftible Arm, beat down'
and deftroy the Kingdom of Dark-
nef§, according to the Riches. of his.
infinite. Mercy, Wifdom and Power..

gain : as after his Converfion, his:

. kove to-the Word of God, as hatii

heen declared, is- abundantly more
fervent than before, fo he is not a lit~
tle-comforted and encouraged. im his.
Ghyiftian; \Wartare by his being bapsi-
zed wn'the: Namse: of the Father, and of
the Son, and. of the Holy Ghoft, accord=
ing to- the exprefs Command and Or-
der of Chrift; whereby he was entred
into «a sholy Covenant-and League: of

‘Grace,with God; Marth. 28: 19. For

tho’. he cannot glory, that he has fully
kept this Covenant on his part, yet ha
is fully perfwaded; that the Gifts and
Calling of God, which he hath once
vouchfafed to bim in Baptifin,are withs
0it- Repentance:on God’s part 5.who nes
yer faileth to fnlfil bis Promifes, Rom.
11. 29. And that God hath gracicni-
ly pardoned his Unfaithfulnefs : There-
fore hesrcjoyceth in the Anjwer of a gosd
Confeience towards Gody 1 Pets.3. 214
€ 3 His
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His Bapti[m daily exerting lits Efficacy.
and Power in him, who is buried wirh
Chift by ‘Baptifuz into Death, thar fike
as Chrift was vaifed up from the Dead,
by 'the Glory of the Father s even iy
ﬂQou‘d walk in Newnefs of Bife, Rom, 6

The Lord's Supper is “now 'in no
lefs' Value and Efteem ‘with ‘him 5 and
as he has heartily and with: great Sof-
row repented, of having manystinme
bafely abufed this bleffed Ordinance of
Chrift, while he was ryet none of his
true and faithful Difciples; \(for 'the
Spiritval. Nourithment  and ' Comfort
of whom alone it hath been ordaineds)
fo he now approaches to it with tie
Faith, after = having  duly - examined
himfelf, and receiveth the' Bodyand
Blood of Chrift with an humble Senfe
and ‘Acknowledgement of his' own
Unworthinefs, and with a holy Reve-
rence ; in order thereby to ftrengthen
and increafe his Faith in Chrift, whof¢
Death he fets forth by dying daily
more and more unto himfelf, and the
World, and by living only toGhrilt
who died and rofe again for him:
Wherefore he every Day reneweth his
holy Purpofes and Refolutions of lead=

‘ ing
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igg '@ 'rpios ‘and’ “truly ' Chriftian
Courfe of Life. " To this End and in
this' Difpofition of Mind he endeavours
st all times, and efpecially after partak-
ing’ 'of ' this" heavenly” Food at the
Iiord’s‘Table, by conftant and fervent
Prayer,’ ro’eftablifh-his ‘Faith, and' to
inflame his Love to God, keeping a
continiial ‘Watch over: his" Heart, and
fighting -manfully and: vigerouily 'a-
gainft all Sin. For which End he con-
ftantly - frequents the Lord’s Table, re-
folving ‘neither wilfully 'to negle,
nor flightly and  carclefly to'ufe, any
Means and Ordinances, that may ferve
for attaining to an entire Conqueft
and ViGory over Sin, and for the
firengthening of his inner Man, and
making < him the more ready to all
good Works.
XL
In this true Faith and entire Reliance
upon God, he committerh himfelf with
all ke hath-and doth, into the Hands
of his'faithful and gracious God, who
loveth him in Chrift, as a Father his
Child; and therefore can never leave
nor forfake, nor any way neglet him.
For this Reafon he no longer puts
any Confidence in the Favour, Au-
thority
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thority and. Power of mortal Men;
but only in the Grace, Almighty Pow.
er,.and  Faithfulnefs of God, whereby
he obtaineth Eafe and Tranguillity. of
Mind,. thaking off all unnecellary Fegr
and Angxiety. . For he Itedfaftly.kee_p.
eth: his Confidence in. God througj
Chrift, knowing, that iz bas a gregt
Recompence of Reward, Plal. 37. 5. Bl
40. 18. Pfal. 55. 23. 1 Pet. 5. 7, Heb,
1o. 35. Ch. 13- 5. In  this: confta
Exercife, of Faith, he difpatcheth the
neceffary Bufinefs vf his  Calling i
this World, with a cheerful and con.
fident Difpofition of Heart, aiming
chiefly in all things at the Honour and
Glory of God, and the Good of his
Neighbour ; and fo maintaining himielf
honeftly in this World, without fetting
his Affeétions too much uponit: buthe
never afcribes any of his Succefs to his
own Endeavours, but to the Bleffing
of God Almighty ; daily Experiene
teaching and convincing him fufficiently,
that many labour, and yet get little of
nothing by it,for want of God’sBleffing,
This reai Faith, which God has wrought
in him, makes now all the Weight and
Burden of Afflictiops, which it fhall pleafg
Go
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God to lay upon him, moft eafie tohimn
who ftrives earncitly in Prayer, to be
more and more cheerful and confident
in Poverty, Sicknefs, and even Death it
felf,and inall fuch things, as are aptto
caft the Unbelievers into Defpair. He
knows moft afluredly, that whatfoever
befals him, comes from the Hands of his
gracious God and Father, who thereby
gives a' Proof of his Fatherly Love to
himin Chrift Jefus, Heb.12. §,6,7. and
who directs all things to hisreal Advan-
tage, how ftrange and unaccountable fo-

.ever they may feem to be, according to

that of 'St. Panl, Rom. 8.28: Al things
work “togerher for good to ihem' that love
God. Further, if God fhould permit him
to be'reviled, rejected ‘and perfecuted
by the World for his Piety dnd De-
yotion, yet inall this he is more than
a Conqueror through Faith, hecoming
thereby rather more cheerfol and' con-
fidenc, and caking it for a’Caufe of
Joy, and a Token'of God’s fpecial
Grace, to be counted worthy to fuf-
fer for the Name of Chrift, 4% 3-
4v. Math. 5. v1; 12, Luke 6. 22, ' To
fapport this Faith the Grace of 'God is
[ufficient for bim, 2 Cor. 12. 9. which
teacheth him to fay from the Bottom

of
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Rom. 13.-9. It makes a Man: tobe
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of ‘his- Heart out of the 73 Pfalm;
Whom have ¥ in Heaven but Thee? anf
theve is, none mpon Earth, that. I defin

faileth s But God is -the Strengtb,afmy
Heart, and my Portion for ever.

To clofe up the whole in a fex
Words 2+ This| divine | Prineiple uf
Faithy we have now been. fpeaking of
enables. a Man to abhor that whichss
cvily and cleqve to that which is god,

afraid of nothing in the whole World,
1o much as of Sin, and of the Difpl
fore and. Anger of God -his. heavenly
Father : - And as /it. theweth; thatthe
outward Appearance of . Godlinek
without the inward ‘Power . of i
working in the Soul and renewing it
after the Image of God, is but Hjp:
erifie; {o it makes a Man carefullyito
avoid, not only the outward grof
Effects of his inward Corruption, bit
the wvery  dppearance of all Evil, and
all ' Conformity to the World. To
this Ead it banifhes from the Heatt
all evil Purpofes, Refolutions and De-
figns of yielding even to the léaftSin,
and it maketh-a Man to live and walk
always
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 glways as in th8°Sight and Prefence of

God and’Jefns Chrift, labouring and

i purfuing after nothing more eagerly,
a than“to pleafe God, and to continue

faithfully in that near Alliance and ho-
lyWnion, which he hath now obtained
with' 'God 'through Chrift. A Man
that is moved by’ this living Princi

' ple of Faith,''no longer" {eeketh’ bis

omr Honour -and ‘Glory in any good

i Work, which "God enableth him to

petform, ‘altho’ at' the fame time he
carneltly endeavoureth always to ‘do
that whichis good “and acceptable to
God ; not feeking after vain Glory,
gor infulting over other Perfons, in
whom he difcovers any Sin or Defe&,
Gal. 6. 4. For he finds Work enough
at Home to "keep a continnal Watch
over his own Soul and his own Faults,
béing heartily afhamed of the very leaft
of'them, which he finds'in himfelf:
And if he fecth any Failing in his
Bfother, he reproveth him as Oppor-
tunity ferveth, in a moft obliging
and prevailing way, "ftriving to reffore
him in the Spirit of Meeknefs and Com-
paflion, Gl 6. 1. joining thereunto
hearty apd humble Prayers to God for
the Grace of his Spirit to amend him.

: But




But if he himfelf happen:to flip, and
to_be furprized unawares with any
Failing, he doth not foolifhly A
himfelf, nor excufe or extenuate if
either in his own, or any other Man's
Opinion ; but he immediately. returny
to God in'humble and earneft Prayer
for Pardon of his Tranfgreflion, and
for Grace to.enable him to. walk for
the future with greater Caution agd
Integrity. - Thus he goeth on inkis
Spiritual Warfare, and- his laborion
Piigrimage through this World, with
out being . tired, waiting with Pati
ence -and a lively Hope for the Dijt
of his Releafe out of the dark Prifon
of his Body, and for the glorious Ap
pearance " and - Manifeftation . of g

Great God -and, our -Saviour Jefis ||

Chrift; when he ;hopeth: to obtain the

which. he fhall moft certainly receive
from the Hands of God, throughtlis
Grace, in Jefus Chrift, 7s. 2. 12

?
w
J
|
ineftimable Crown of Eternal Life; g
|
|
|
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