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DIALOGVES.

THE FIRST DIALOGVE.
Of the air of England and its Infly-

CHCESs

GNgland is a firange country,
5 See,what a fog there is abroad.
It puts 'me in mind of the
Egyptian darknefs, One it like

o to be loft in it, Let’s have a
Saw, aud we will faw it. The truth on’c
is, “tis a difmal fog. Anditis fovery thick,
that i don’t remember , i ever faw the like
in England, Ay. But you cannot deny me,
thatever, fince the beginning of winter , fow
days went over our heads withoutifome
mift or other, morning , or evening. - Tis
true. And 1 confefs, the fun is pretty jrare
here in winter time. . Tis at leaft ten days
fince the laft time, Il fawit.. Do’sit appear,
tis but a tranfient appearance for a moment.
He imitates thofe Monarchs of the Eaft,
who, te make themfelves to be the more
A 2 ICe
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refpc&cd by their people ; appear but feldom
abroad. Don’t youknow the ftory, that go's
about, of a Spanish Ambaffadour , who
was fent to King Tames 1. at his firft co-
ming to the crown of England 2 Tis faid,
he was here a whole month , atid went
away , not having had fo much, as once a
fight of the Sun all that while. At his de-

arture he defired fuch courtiers, as wait-
ed on him to ship-boatd , to remember his
moft humble fervice to the King, their
Mafter , and to the Sun, when they should
! chance to fee it. That was a pretty joke
indeed. Nay, in the very fummer ’tis no

common thing here tofeea clear aud ferene

sky. “What should be the reafon of that 2

The fea is the caufe of it, from whence the

Sun draws thick vapours , which conden-

il fing themfelves into clouds , keep us fo
; often from the fight of that glorious body.
L Thus from the premifes we may draw this
gencral conclufion , that the air of England
is grofs and thick , that the weather here
is commonly over-caft, gloomy, and me-
lancholly ; fubject to rain , and fogs, in
winter efpecially.  So that, swhen isit cold
weather in England , it is not ( as in Con-
tinents) a hard Froft, but for the moft
part a raw kind of cold , ‘not wholefom
to be fure. This is not all. There is
another inconvenigncy in the weather here,
L msan
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Imean it’s changeablenefs. I’le tell you thes
reupon an obfervation, which I lately made.
In the fpace of 24. hours, there hapned to
be four forts'of weather , which had very
well futed ‘the four Seafons of the year.
The morning weather had been proper for
a Spring day. Towards noon it was hot
enough for an England’s fummer. About
evening the sky was overcaft, as it ufes to
be in autumn, And in the night there fell
a very cold rain. I confefs, I made fome
times that obfervation my felf, but this is
fuch a thing, as happens but feldom.  But
don’t you find however, that one is very
apt to catch cold here, efpecially in vvinter 2
This doubtlefs does proceed from the chan-
geablenefs of the vveather. Tis true, colds
are very common in this country. Nay
the confequences of it prove {ometimes fa-
ta] to tender conftitutions. Don’t youbelicve
the confumption dos often proceed from
thence ? The thing is likely enough. And
to prevent that mortal difeafe, ’tis good to
keep the breaft chiefly, the head , and the
feet vvarm, Me thinks, feavers are not al-
together {o common Here , as in France_s
No mere they are. And therefore hard
drinking is the lefs dangerous here. Ay.
But’tis faid on the other fide , that there is
more danger in fecret commerce vvith vvos
man-kind, Ther¢fore look to your hits,
P Hi-
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Hitherto, Imuft confefs, vve have made the

- wvorft of England, - It behoves us, to {peak

wvithin bounds , and for me to tell youthat,
though this country be {fomething troubled
vvith rain aud clondy vveather , yet thofe
difadvantages are highly countcrvnled by
the {vvectnels and comforts of it. - Whilft
the fun {corches the plants , aud the inha-
bitants of the {outhern countrys , by the re-
flexion of its beams, it do’s butvvarm Eng-
Jand by a moderate heat, vvhich makes it
the more plentifal in corn and pafture_.
The noile of thunder is but feldom heard
here , and the heavens darting of thunder-
bolts is a thing, unfrequent in' this coun-
try.  Hail is not fatal here to plants, as
cllevvhere.  Andinftead of thole impetuous
shovvrs of rain, vvhich often drovvn the
faireft hopes of husbandman in het clima-
tes , here is commonly nothing but fmall
rain to be feen. '~ Admirable is befides the
frweetnefs of this country, in that it is not
fubject to Hurricanes , nor Earthquakes;
that it do's not breed ' many venomois
beafts ; and that the cattel feed day and
night in the open field , free from any fear
of the vvolf. Isit rcally true, that there
are no vvolves in England ? Tis true , Hi-
ftorians tell us, there is none. Nay, there
are thofe, vvho attribute it to a peculiar
vertue of the English air, as if it vvere
more
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mortal to that creature. Others tell usmo.
re pmbably, that England vvas unpeopled
of vvolves by the care of one of its Kings ;
vvho by a happy contrivance exchanged
the tribute, paid him in gold and filver by
the Welsh for a yearly tribute of300 vvolves
skins, Which made that people ( as Hi-
frory tell ‘us ) fo extream induftrious and
active in vvolfhunting , that they cleared
the country from thofe noxious beafts and
thereby eafed themfelves of their burden-
fom tribute. * For my part, i am apt to
think , "thdt ‘the race of English vvolves
might be in'a manner extinc by this means,
Hovvever they vvere not fo totally routed,
but that there are fome novv and then to
befeen. The fight israre ; T confefs, and
England being an open country , is the mo-
re unfit to shelter fuch a creature. And o
let us refume’ the thread of our difcourle,
What think ye, friend, of the Iaft vvinter ?
Tt yvas pretty mild. The froft do’s not [aft
long here. And yet England lies North of
France, London being nearer the Pole then
Paris, by four degrees. Hovvever s cer-
tain , that vvinters are milder here. Hovy
comes that to pafs 2 It happens by reafon
of the vvarm vapours, that arife from fea,
vvhereby the rigour of the feafon is allay'd,
The truthis, England is a very temperate
eountry, It is fo very temperate, that vvhilft
A 4 the




the vvinter mortifics the vegetable aud fen-
fitive creatures in the Northern Regions,
here vve fec frequently the fields cloathed
wvith green grals, as in the {pring. You
cannot , but remember {o many fine days,
vve have had in the vvinfer , amidft the
gloomy days , the fogs, and rain of that fea-
fon. I confefs, ’tis an happy refule of the
uncertainty of English wveather, . Andyet
there happens too {ometimes extremities botk:
of heat and cold. Bat they are. look’d upon
here asirregularities, Pray, tell me, vvhether,
or no the yvinter vvas very fevere here tvyo
years ago 2 It vvas o very. sharp and bit-
ter, that the Thames , not vvithitanding the
Tide.coming in and going out, vvas for
a long time buricd nnder its' flakes of I ce.
So that both carts aud coaches vvent over
it. Nay, there.vvas kepe for {ome time 2
fair, vvhere one could hardly go through
for the crovvd, And vvhich is more vvon-
derful, a little before the thavy, therevvas
a vvhole ox roafted tovvards White-hall.
1 fancy, the cold vvent then (if ever) through
the thin vvallsof London houfes, You {peak
of a vvinter , that yvas a prodigy all over
Europe, both as to the sharpnefs and length
thereof. But you may allure your felf,
that the English came off as vvell,, at leaft,
as any nation.  He,that is gigh , is yvarm
enough , you knoyv,

The
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THE SECOND DIALOGVE.

Of the buildings , and fevvel of
England.

%% admire  at their buildings in Eng-
el by land, Idere they raife houfes three
WS frories high , and tyvo rooms of a
floor, befides the cellatage , upon vvalls of
the thicknefs only of a brick aud a half.
That's enough four houfes, vvhich are to
ftand but forty or fifty years the moft ; and
for a.country, vvhich does not require thick
wvalls to keep off ecither heat or cold. Ay.
But in cafe of an exceflive heat or cold, hovy
can thofe vvalls vyithftand it ? I muftcon-
fefs , that vvhen thofe extremities are of
Yong continuance, and eitherthe cold or the
heat has pierced the vvalls, it proves very
troublefomand unealy, But vve talk here
of an extraordinary cafe. = You knovv, that
in every country they build according to
the temperature of the air of that country.
I grantit. For my part, i admire the Ge-
nius of the English in their modern build-
ings. And it is really a thing yvorthy
your admiration, at London to fee houfes
built upon a little fpot of ground , fo neat,
and fo convenient. The truth is , they
found out hsre the right vvay of building.
A s Bug
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But nothing humours me fo much as the
convenience of clofets , ‘wvhich they have
in their rooms. Hovvever 1 cannot be re-
conciled vvith their common fevvel , the
fea-ceals. So noifom it is by the grofs va-
pours, it cafteth forth, vvhich ftick not only
to housholdgoods .and clothes , but to the
very hands and face.  Great are the conye-
niencies of this very fevvel , vvhich you
blame. ' Firft, it makes a fire much hotter,
than vvood do%. Secondly, a Sea-coal
fite is much more lafting , becaufe thofe
coals are a great deal more compadt, than
vvood is. Thirdly, there is moreover this
advantage in Sea-coals , efpecially in a great
city , that it is to be had at a cheap rate_.,
In fo much that for a fmall matter one may
keep at London a conftant fire. And I
make not the leaft doubt, but that, vwhen
it is nipping cold, the common fort of peo-
ple at Paris vvould be glad, could they com-
pafs it , tochange fevvel vvith the London-
‘ers.  Is not there, befides thofe Sea:coals,
another fort of coals , vvhich is ufed
amongft the Nobility and Gentry of the
fand. You mean Scotch_coals, vvhichis al-
together maflive,and makes as clear a fire,
as wood it felf, You cannot but knovv,
that they burn here likevvifea great deal of
vvood , nay there are fome countries it Enge

land, vvhere they fearcs burn any thing dﬁ:i:
The




THE THIRD DIALOGVE.
Of the Eng/ﬁ;b food,

On have hinted to me before , that 'Eng-
land'vvas a plentiful country of corn
Soitis. ~Ieonfefs, thereis good
bread; and good meat, and both of them
even at London', at very reafonable rate,
This “is the vvonder of it , that provifions
should be commonly fo cheap in fo vaft,fo
populous, and fo rich a place, as this city
is. I leaveyou, to think , hovv cheap they
livein the country , but efpecially in places,
remote from this gulf.  But to infift upon
particulars, vvhere is there better beef to be
had, than is in England ? It is admirable
indeed. “Tis the partridgé of England. And
I could vvish, that mutton vvere as good in
Yeu muft knovv, Friend, hovy
The great muts

and grafs.

its kind,

to diftinguish in this cafe.
ton is. commonly courfe, and is not for 3
But the {fmall mutton ( ot
rather the middle fize ) fuch as feeds in dry
paftures, is very palatable,
are likevvife, very good. And, as for ves
nifon ; England has an infinite number of
parks and vvarrens 5 thofe peopled wvith
deer, thefe fyvarming vvith rabbets. There
18 alfo abundance of fovvls, vvhich are rioe

{vveet tooth,

$e( %

Veal and lamb
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generally fo delicious to the tafte, as thofe
in France. But fome fortthere isvery good.
Are not fruits vvaterish here. When the
feafon proves rainy. , What fish 'do they eat
here ? Here they have all {orts of fish , that
the fea, pounds, and rivers canafford. Bue
perhaps you wvill {ay ’ts vvaterish. You
are are a vvag, As for drink, shevv me a
country in Europe, that has more variety.
You make me mad ; vvhen you talk of Eng-
lish drink. Tis nothing but boiled vvater.
Tell me of vvine , that admirable liquour,
wvhich cheers up the heart of man. .Ifee,I
muft firlt shake off from your mind thefe
- prejudices, you have againft beer. And fo
you vvill {o much the more eafily be
vveaned from that conceited opinion, you
have of vvine. Inorder tovvhich you muft
knovv, that in England they make all {orts
of beer, both fmall and ftrong. Is there_,
any , that has the quicktafte and ftrenth of
vvine ? 'Pray , let me go on. The {mall
beer is commonly drunk at meals, becaufe
it is cooling, and apt to quench ones thirft,
Nay, it is very proper drink for French
people. "Tis good fometimes to mix vvater
wvith vvine, I underftand you. The ftrong
is ¢ither beer or ale, Beer is made vyith
hops. It has a ftrong and pungent tafte, and
wvill keep feveral years, Whereas ale,being
made vithout hops , isfvvest, and do’s not
kespy
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keep , therefore *tis ufually mingled vvith the
other,  And that is the comimon fort ‘of
drink in England. T vvould fain knovy,
vvhether this drink can be {o ftrong as to
make one drunk. You may fee Inftance of
it daily among(t the common fort of people.
What ? vvould you make me believe , that
they make themielves drunk vvith beer ? It
muft be vvith vvine or brandy. Thisis an
cafy thing t6 convince you, of vvhat I fay
to you. But let us lay afide thofe common
fort of drink and let me tell you, thar in
England they make beer even ftronger than
vvine, There is in your country a perfon
of good quality , vvho knovys it by expe«
rience. Nay, thereisbeertobe had , vvhich
burns like brandy, and flies up as quick into
the head. You tell me here many things,
that I vvas ignorant of.  Mean vvhile you
put me in mind of an account ,° |I had
not long fince in France. That here is a
fort of bottled beer, vvhich makes fometi-
mes a Sportfull Splutter, ' I vvastold, that
1tblovvs up novv and then thecork into the
air, vvith a great noife , and then getsout
of its prifon vvith fo much imperoufnefs,
that the Spe®tatours are at the fame time
amazed at, and diverted vvith it. Nay,
fometimes it do’s more, than fo, = For,
wvhen it is in the height of fermentation,
if it vvants air, "t vvill break the bottle, and

makg
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make vvay through the fame. And you
knovy, vvhat firong bottles they have in
this country. Then fure the beer muit needs
be very ftrong.  Ordinary ale vvill do that
in Summer time, vvhen it is bottled , before
it has done vvorking. Well, I conceive,
that beer and ale, good, or bad, is the
common drink in England. Pray, tellme,
yyhatother hquours they have here, Here
they make great plenty of cider, butchiefly
inthe country. The beft comes from He-
refordshire, vvhich is very much efteemed,
and bears at London the fame price as French
yvines, to vvit , tvvelve pence a bottle .
ButI forgot to tell you , that as you have
in France a hundred 'vvays to drefs your
viduals, fo vve are, near upon the matter,
as full of variety in our drinks. It vvére a
hard matter for me, to name you but half
on’t. - Only 1 shall tell you, that, as they
have not the fame degree of firength , fo
they differ likevvife in their tafte , according
to the feveral ingredients they confift of,
Nay there is fome made Phyfical, and good
for {everal difeafes. But, befides beer and
cider, youmuft knovv, this country affords
a great deal of mead ; and that in private
families, they make Currans and Goofeberry-
vyine , tvvo forts of fruic this country is
very plentiful of. As for vvines, *tis true
the fun is not hot enough in England, to
fupply
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{upply it vvith that fort of liquour.” Net,
burt that there grovv fometimes very good
grapes.. But, this country being fo conve.
niently {urrounded vvith the Sea , hete is
brought not only an incredible quantity of
your French yvines, but alfo the moft deli.
cious vvines of Italy, Spain, Portugal and
Madera Islands. More than that, the Eng-
lish go as far as Canary Islands, to make
provifion of Canary vvines, vvhereofthere
1§ more drunk in England, than in all Ey-
rope befides.  Wines they have, even from
Greece and Smyrna, for varietics fake, And,
as for German vvines, vvhat more common,
than Rhenish , or Mofella ? So you may
fee, that England do’s not fare the vvorfe
for bcaring no vvine of its ovvn.  Onthe
contrary , “tis moreto befeared that an ex.
ceflive drinking of that liquour wvill do it
a prejudice.  You muft grantme hovvever,
that yvine is beft at the Spring.  There it
is natural , and cheaper to be fure. Tis true,
in France you drink it at the firft hand,
But ler afide French vvines , England and
France are upon the fame terms.  Outland.
ish vvines are as great ftrangers to France,
as to England. In France they drink bug
little of outlandish vvine. They have vvine

enough of their ovvn. Say, yvhat you wvill,

Men are pleafed vvith variety ; but here lics
the matter , it is chargeable, Whereas the

Eng-
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Eng.hsh Nanon being fich f'p1rc for no-
thing, vvhen thcy mean to’ enjoy themfel-
Q’N ves. Youthink it a great advantage to drink
vvine upou the place, vvhere ic grovvs. But
7 zou muft undeceive your {elf, asto ftrong-
odied vvine.. For ’tis a certain truth, that
fuch vvines drink far better in E: 1ghnd than
vhere they grovv. The Sea refines ’emand
i /o’ , makes’em more palatﬂblc. Thear theEng-
A/v%) lish vintners refine ’em tov moft ingu

12 yniously ; and that they havea great gift
(7

%)
‘gﬂrﬁ-,that vvay. There is doubtlefs too much of
) 77 ¢ thattrue, and it isa grievous thing. Hovve-

{) ver; this abufe is not fo univerfal , but that
Lo | [ One may have plenty of good natural vvine.
/MI could tell you moreover of an infinite
number of cordials drinks, vvhich are made
in England, but that it is time to out a pea
riod to this prefent discourfe. Another
time vve shall fpeak of the ufe of brandy,

Coffee , Thee, Chocolate and Tobacco,
wvhich are fo commonly ufed in England.

THE FOURTH DIALOGVE.

vaco{fate and Tolacco.

1
“*‘& 9 te ana

(7. ]N hot countries they are for coolmg
things. Here quite contrary they are for
a ; keeping thc ftomach vvarm. Prinking of
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brandyisone way todoit, And thatis preta
ty common amongft the English. Tis inftead
of wine amonglt the common people. For
my part, | don’t think the ufe of it dan.
gerous in fo moiit a country, as this. Tis good
to concoct the humours, and to make the beer
run through the body, When the flomach is
overloaded , brandy is good to unload it,
But excefs, you know , is to blame in any thing
whatfoever.  Pray, tell me what kind of liv
quor that Coffee is, which is fo common he
re? Tisa Turkish liquor made with the berries
ofa tree, that grows in the Levant, Theydry
thofe berries, and then grind them to pow-
der. So they put 4 proportion of it into wa-
ter, being boiled avvay £o carrqipn degree. Thas
done, it is drunk hot in {fmall vvhite carthen
dishes. . What tafte has it. It tafte juft like
a burnt cruft of bread ? And what is the
vertue of it 2 It is a drier, and apt to lay
down the vapours, Therefore *tis fit for men
of bufinefs , and for fuch as have drunk hard,
Thee has much the {ame vertue , bur it is
counted vvholefomer than Coffee. This li-
quor is fo called from a certain plant in the
Indies, the leaves vvhercof areof a dark green
colour, sharp at the top and indented round.
With thofe leaves dried is made the liquor_.,
of that name , vvhich is drunk like Coffee.
Some men fmoke thofe leaves, as others do
Tobaeco-lgaves, Thes is bitter and hot. Cho-
B colate
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colate is_a compofitionf Coco-nuts and othef
things, vvhercof they make a liquour to be
drunk alfo very hot, I tafted of this, and I
like it very vvell. Tis aligaout good for the
ftomach, and they fay, great aflitanc in love
exercifes, As for thofe liquors, but Chocolate
efpecially, 1 could grant a toleration. - They
have their {everal ufes 5 and I am not againit
them. But | cannot be reconciled vvith To-
‘bacceo » neither can l apprehend vvhat advan-
tage it affords. One thing | am {fure of; that
ithas a moft odious and offenfive fmell. Indeed
you area pretty man -thus to - pafs your ver-
dict againit a thing, becaule forfooth it is
not agreable to your palate, or ('{.l-ﬂt you ai¢
not acquainted vyirlh chevertue ofit. Tknovv,
ius Teanen &YV perfons , befides Scamen and
Souldiers, take Tabacco. The better fort of
men that doit,are but {carce. And to ayoid
{candal , they are fain to take it privately.
Whereas in England Tobacco is fo common
a thing, that no man it put ‘te thofe shifts,

he truth on’t is | vvondered at my coming
hither , to fe men {moke openly in the ftreets,
the porters vvhere they ply , the coach-men
upon their coach-boxes and cart-men by their
carts. Nay, | vvas told ,that Tobacco grevy in
fashion amongft the vvemen. Ile tell you
more than that come to. There are fome
countries in England, vyhere they common-
ly give a child a pipe of Tabacco for his
breakfatt.
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breakfaft. " Novv'you faid all. ~ And fidon’
fec hovy this cuftom can ever be broke off in
England , vvhere Childreh are fo vvell brought
up to it.” But yvhy vvould you have it left
off'# Is the thing a crime of it {&lf ?' On the
contrary it is an inmocent diverfion in a me-
lancholy man. Tis' a remedy for Phlegma.
matick people, and confequently not amifs in
this country. Scholars admire it in their ftudies
and meditations, itdo®s {0 quicken their fancy.
It is morcover convenient for topers , becaufe
it makes them drink. - Pray, don’t you think
the fmell ‘of garlick as unplefant, as that of
Tabacco ? They are both alike for that. But,
if you yvent about'to cry dovvn garlick in
Guienre and Gafcongne, don’tyon thinkyou
vvould be ridiculed for your pains ? 1 confefs,
that the decorum of things do’s not fo much
ly in theis nature, as in the acceptance they
find 'in the vvorld, [

THE FIFTH DIALOGVE.
Of Co ee-boufes and of the ufes , a

Sfranger may make of them.

Ill ye knovv , our Friend, vvhat has been

no {fmall help to me to learn the Eng-

lish by ? The Coffee-houfes. Hovy fo ? Be-
caufe in thofe houfes the compaunies dointer-
mix together, {0 that every , ‘one has the li.
B 2 bercy
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berty both to fpeak, and to hear, vvhat othets
fay. But vvhat is it that men do in thofe
houfes 2 Whillk a man drinks a dish or tvvo
of Coffec or Thee , there he learns; vvhat
nevvs there is, cither true or falfe. There,
one may read the Gazette every day it comes
out, viz on Munday and Thur{day. If you
yvill take Tobacco, you find not only pipes
and candle, but in fome places the Tobacco
gratis.  So that the Coffee or the Thee pays
for all. Hovv much then do they fell adish
of Coffee, orThee 2 A peny a dish. Truly,
’tis mighty convenient. For a peny or tvvo-
ence one gets a shelter , drinks and {mokes
if wvill, and has the benefit befides of learn.
ing , hovy the vvorld go’s: Don’t they fell
Chocolate al{o in thofe Coffee-houfes 2 Tha-
fe that vvant it, may have it quickly made.
But if you are not for thofe forts of liqueur,
you may be fupplied vvith cider , Mead,
Brunfvvick Mum, Aleand Whay in Summer-
time. - That’s variety enough, Inshort, tho-
{e Coffee-houfes are mighty convenient places
to meet in. They are much genteeler than ale-
houfts, and yet on¢ may comg off cheaper.

THE |
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THE SIXTH DIALOGVE.

Of Clubbs,and of the English cuffom
for every ome, to pay bis Clubbs

Efides Coffee-houfes , vwhich may be call-

ed publick meeting-places, the English ha-

ve alfo their private Rendezvous ; at London
efpecially. I mean thofe affemblies called
Clubbs, vvhich are extream convenient for
fuch ‘a place of trade asthis is. Pray, explain
unto me the nature of thofe Clubbs.  Several
friends meet at fet time in the Evening in a
publick houfe onee or tvvice a vveek ; for
vvhich purpofe they have a room to them-
felves. There they have an intervievv and
mutual converfe ; and , to quicken the con-
verfation , they ‘drink; but vvithin bounds.
For the expence isregulated at fo much a head,
vvhich is commonly a moderate expence_.
Thofe that fail to come, pay their share, asif
they had come. If it be a Clubb of Scholars,
there they difcourfe of learned matters, Ifthey
be Merchants, then trade is their proper mat-
ter.  In short, thofe affemblies do commonly
confift of men vvellmatched , vvho fpeak of
their concerns every one according to his brains
and Profeflion. Indeed, Hike that vvay extreame
Iy vvell. I am fure 1'found’ it very bene-
ficial , as for improving my felf in the Eng-
B 3 lish




lish tongue. But hovv came you to be ad-
mitted in thofe Clubbs , being a firanger, and
{peaking but broken English2  T’vvas by the
favour of one of the members thereof; vvho
got me in, . Novv | think on’t , vvhat’s the
proper meaning of this vvord Clubb? It figni.
fies the share every one ought to pay of the
reckoning. Novv yon muft knovy, that it is
a cuftom eftablished amongft the English, for
every one to pay his Clubb : excepe in: cafe
of a formal invitation, vvhen a man pretends
to treat. I connot approve of that vvay.; Tis
fordid ,.’t is pitiful. And I cannotdifapprove
it, for 1 find it very conyenient and rational.
Suppofe fix perfons, vvho are agreed amongf(t
them to divert themfelves ; and their, reckon-
ing comes in all to. fix| crovvns ; or thirty
Shillings. Very good. 1 underftand you. , Is
it not more reafonable for every one to pay
his crovvn, than for one to pay the fix crovvns,
and {o bear the wvhole burden 2 I fpeak of
people that are much of a like fortune. I
grant you, that it is no; acceptable thing to
pay fix crovvns for one.:  And, if a.man be
cither foolish, or prefumptuous enough ; to
defray, the company » vvhy should fuchaman
be fuffered in his prafumption to . have that
advantage upon the reft of the company?
When all is done,.itiis mndeniable; bus that
hereby he. ties every, one of them , at leaft ac=
cording to the rulgs . of gratitude, 10 2 retaw
liation.
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liation. ~Thus, by a’ free' merriment , .4 man
do’s foolishly enfnarc himfelf, intofueh duties
and formalities, as are perhaps moft urieafy to
him. Inshort ; ‘this‘is ‘the English Maxim,
If fome pays-all, all are'uneafy; bur ifall pd}r
none ‘is uneafy.  Upon fecond thoughts,

muft confels, I find the Eriglish in the right.

THE SEVENTH DIALOGVE,

Of the English fan)»

HOW many forts of coin is there'in Enge
land 2 Four {feveral forts, gold, ﬂvb[,
brafs and tin. The fitftis a Jacobms or broad
piece, a Guiny or a half Guiny. Hovviuich
is a broad piece vvorth 2 Three and tvventy
shillings , wwhich is about fourteen Livres and
ren fous of French money. - This is-the beft
gold in England.. But novv 'a days *tis kept
in private purlm, and: but' little of it conies
abroad. ."Guineys' are novy the curtent gold.
W hat 1s a Guiney vvorth.? One and tvven.
ty shillings and fix-pence, ‘vvhich makes about
thirteen Livers and ten {ous of France.  Is not
our gold current in England ? It do’ go off
there, and {o do the Spm]sh Piftols. But they
yield at the moft but feventeen shillings and
four pence. * Thefilver coin may divided into
thefc three forts Higheft, middle fort and
lovveft. The higheft fortis a crovvn, and a
half-croyvn piece. The croyvn, likelours , is
vvorth threefcore pence and the half-crovvn
B 4 thirty.
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thirty. But, to {peak vvith the English, vve
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muft fay that five sﬁi-llings make a erovvn ; and
confequently tvvo and fixpence, halfa crovvn.
Amongft the middle fort, 1 reckon the shil«
ling, vvorth tvvelve pence , the nine.pences,
and fix-pences, The lovveft fore are the four
pence-half peny, the groats, the three-pence,
tvvo-pence , and penies. But amongft the
middle fort, | should have reckoned the
thirteen. pence- half- peny pieces , and their
half pieces, vvhich come ‘to fix - pence three
farthings. Tis true, they are fo fevv, thae
there is fcarce any to be feen. The crovvn
pieces , half_crovvns, shillings, and fix-pences,
are the maft common fpecies.  The nine-
pences are all bent , vvith ' the harp ftamped
one fide. ‘The groats are cither old or nevw.
The old ones are fo vvorn ont, f{o defaced,
and fo very thin, that thereis fcarce any ptint
to be {een, and the nevv ones are but fearce.
The three-pence and tvvo-pences are *en as ra-
reas thefe : but the penies are the rareft of
all. 'What remains novv, is to fpeak of far.
things, the Liards of England. Hovv many
farthings do make up a peny ? Four., Aud hi.
therto there has been none butbrafs, but novv
vve have tin ones. I muft confefs, the nevw
English Mony is very fine,  Tis certainly, they
make there brals mony for filver 2 As el
fevvhere, but efpecially brafs-shillings , and
half-crovvas. Therg is likevvife a great num-
' ber
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ber of bad groats called Bromidgeham , from
the place vvhere they vvere made. But thisis
not all. - I muft novv tell you , vvhat’s the
meaning of a pound fterling, of an Angel, a
Mark, and a Noble, though they be no fpe-
cies novv a days, - Tvventy shillings , or four
English crovvns , make a piece, or a pound
fterling. An Angel is one half ofthat, that
is, tvvo crovvas, or ten shillings. A Markis
but the tvvo thirds of a pound, that is thir
teen shillings four pence. And a Noble is half
aMark, thatis, fixshillings eight pence,

THE EIGHTH DIALOGVE.
Of London, and of thevvaytoit from

Paris through Calass.

WIII you have me to make you a deferi.
ption of London, the Metropolis of Eng-
land and one of the chief cities ‘in Europe ?
That's a thing, 1 am greedy of. I imuft rell
you then in the firft place that Eondon is fi-
tuate in the 52 degree of North latitude , in
the county of Middlefex; and that itis vvae
tered by the Thames; the moft famous river
of England.  Here the tiver parts Middlefex
from Surrey, another County South of chat.
And upon the banks hercof , over againftthe
city , ftands a great borough , named South-
vvark, vvhih may be reckoned as apart of

B s Lon-
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London , being one of its' dependencies, . The
tide comes up to London ; and ten miles beyond
it.  What extent is this city of 2 If you take
in its {uburbs, and the city of Weftminfler,
vvhich joyns to it Weftvyard , it reaches in
length tyvo leagues and a half at leaft. But
is it peopled accordingly ? It is fo very popu-
lous, that they reckon in it about eight hun-
dred thoufand fouls, and forty thonfand hou.
fes. At your rate 4| fear London exceeds Pa
ris in number of houfes.. Sir, there is - no
doubt made of it at prefent. For ‘there has
been for fome years fuch a fit of building,and
they build on fill fo briskly, that you vvould
think they defign to bring up all the country
totovvn. Tis a monftruous big head upon a
little body. England, you knovv, isnot a
kingdom of a very large extent. I grant it,
Sir, in thac refpect. - But, if you look upon
London as the eapital city, not only of Eng-
land, but.in a manner of Scotland and Ire-
fand , it being the Royal feat-of the Head
of thofe three kingdoms you muft grant me,
that in this cafe London has nothing of mona
firuoufnels in it.  There, Sir , you are too
hard for me. - This is not all. London isa
city vvonderfully improved by its conflagra-
tion, fo flately ’tis grovva up in its buildings
both publick and private. A city no lefs com-
mendable for the comelinefs of its inhabitants,
than remarkable for the vaft riches of it oc-
3 cafiga
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cafioned by the great commerce it injoys; - A
city , in fine; vvhere both; Liberal and Me.
chanick 'Asts -flourish injithe higheft degree.
Ay but you {ay nothing. of its difxdvantages.
Tis truey in wvinter time tis firangely clog-
ged with dirt moft part of that Seafon. But
*twere an cafy matter, to prevent ity -and.to
take off that blur from its Scutcheon, were it
not for thofe crafty Chymifts, that know o ‘
well how to extra® gold out of dirt. Sir, | I

have a mind to take a turn over into England, |
Which is the beft 'way to it 2 From Paris to
London there are tvvo, principal ways, vizby
Calais ad Diepe. Theway to Calais is doubt. i
lefs the moft frequented), the fureft, and moft 5‘-51
convenient way. Howmany leagues isit over
{ea from: Calais to Dover ? From Calais to
Dover it is but {even leagues. - And from Die-
pe o Rye ¢ Four and twenty leagues. Which
diftance ,as {mal asit is, proves fometimes
very troublefom. . At Calais one finds the
conveniency . of the packet-boat, which goes
backwards and forward twice'a week. - At
Diepe one.do’s not find {0 eafily an opportu-
nity for crofling the fea , and very oftenpeople I
wait fo long there, that, their patience is tireds s
Therefore , take my advice, and goto Calais, |1
Say no mote. | Yam brought me to it altoge- i
ther by the reafons, you laid before me, Tell di
menow, | pray you, how. many leagues it is f
from Dover o Londes, - Tis about twenty;
leagues.
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leagues,  Butyou muft know, thatin England
they don’t reckon by leagues. * How then do
they reckon? By miles, which in England are
much of the {ame extent as the Italian miles,
whercof three makea league. Thus, by your
own reckoning, thereis threefeore miles from
Dover to London. Right. What conveniency
is there to travel that way ? If you will poft
it away, you will find Pofthorfes ad Dover.
If you like a coach better, thisis a conveni-
ency to be found all over England, Whatis
the Poft rate ? Three pence a mile,  And for
the coach ? Sixteen shillingsto London, Muit
one pay befides for the carriage of histhings?
If the things don't weigh above ten pounds the-
re is nothing to pay. If they weigh more, 2
peny a pound muft be paid for the overplus.
Do’s one meet with good entertainment upon
the road ? Pretty good. But, mony is {o plen-
tiful in England, and this road is fo great a
road , that one cannot make much of him-
feIf, but it do’scoft fauce. The inn-keeper, are
ufed to it, and they won’t bate an inch on’t.
But, if you vvill ride poft, you need go but
to Gravefend ; from vvhence you may make
an end of your voyage by vvater, or the
Thames, vvith the tide, Hovv many miles
d’ye reckon it from Gravefend te London?
Five and tvventy miles by vvater, And for a
shilling you go fo many miles, 'What places
€o’s on¢ go throngh from Dover 2 The vvay
. 19
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is through Canterbury , Sictingburn, Roche-
fter , Gravefend , Greenvvich and Deptford,
vvhich are all in Kent. Canterbury is the
chief place of the county. Tis a very ancient
city, adorned vvith a fair cathedrals Is not
this the place, vvhereof the Primate of Eng-
land ftiles himfelf Archbishop 2 The very {a-
me, Butthe Archbishop da’s not refide in it,
Where do’s he then make his Refidence ? In
a fine palace at Lambeth, over againft Weft-
minfter , on the other fide of the river. At
Rochefter, you vvill fee a ftately ftone-bridge.
And there is alfo commonly to be {een feve-
ral men of vvar, that ride there at anchor in
the Medvvay', a fine river vvhich runs not
very far from thence into the Thames, Roa
chefter is an Epifcopal See , and the Bishop
hereof fubordinate to the Archbishop of Can-
terbury. Greenvvich is a neat tovvn upon the
Thames, adorned vvith a Royal Palace , but
hitherto unfinished. Hete you may {ee alfo
Queen Elizabeth’s palace.  Deptford is only
remarkable for the great number of ships that
are a building in it from time to time.- Bug
the greateft vvonder, you vvill fee in youn
vvay, is that floating foreft of ships , thatc.
cover the Thames, as far as London-bridge.
That’s it | long tofee. So fine obje&t can’s
but be very agreable. By that you mayguefs
of the vaft trading andsichgs of London.

THE
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THE NINTH DIALOGVE.
* Of the principal Cariofities of

London.

Fyou intend to {ee the curiofities of this
palace, and abetit it | freely offer youmy
company. That | did ‘expect from you. = So
vve may begin at White-hall , the Royal pa-
lace. . 'In our vvay thither you vvill fee at Cha-
ring-crofs a brazen hotfe , vvhich is'a good
¥ piece.. There you shall fee fitting on horfe-
back the flatue of King Charles L. wvho vvas ‘
beheaded before his palace , Janvary3o.1648. |
by a rebellions fadtion.  From thence to |
White-liall 'tis buttvvo fleps.  Firft you vvill
find at your coming to the palace-gatea pretty
‘ ftately building of free ftone | meam the Ban-
queting-houfe , yvherethe king gives audience
1 to foreign Embafladours , vvhere he touches
for ‘the evil and vvhere he wvashes the feet
of the poor upon holy Thursday. Mark vvell
_ this building, as being the moft flately part
i_ of White-hall,  For'te fpeak the truth; Whi«
te-hall is a palace that takes up a great deal
of ground, but lacks to be fet off 5 a palace
indeed much more convenient ,than ftately.
Ie ftands advantagiously -, betyvixt the park
'Weftvvard and the river Eaftvvard. But there
is a caftle at Windfor, vvhich is vvithout con-
tra=
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tradiction one of the fineft palaces inEurope,
This is tyventy miles' from London in Bark.
shire upon the Thames. At Whitehall vve
shall come througha long gallery,vvhich going
over.the “ftreet ends at 8, Jamess park,
They fay y "ds ~ a very fine' park. = There
you shall fee in a grear plot of ground deli-
cate vvalks shadovved vvith fine trees , and
droves of deers feeding here and there.
There you vvill fee a' fine canal and a
mall , yyhich is the great vvalk,  There is
moreover the king’s fovvls to be feen , fome
of vvhich are indeed vvorth your curiofity,
When vve have {feen the patk ; I think vve
had beft go from thence to[take 2 vievy
of the hefpital, vvhich is a building near
Chelfey. . Tis certainly a good piece of build.
ing. MHovy far isit from the park ?° Bura
short mile. Form  the hofpital vve ‘shall
come to Weftminfter , to fee the Abbey and
the chnppcl annexed to it , vvhere'the Kings
tombs are to be [een.  There your mind vvil
be divided betyvixt the admirable beauty of
the chappel , and the ftateclines of its tombs,
When vve have fecen that » vvhich vvay
shall vve fteer-ourcourfe ? We muft {tep from
thence to Weftminfter. Hall ; vvhich is jufk
by. Tis a great Hall, vvhere you wvill fee
the three principal {eats of juftice. From this
Hall vve shall go to fee the tvvo houfes, vvhere
the Parliaments mests, vvhen the King thinks
it
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it convenient,  Affer that vve can goby'vvater
on the Thames as far as London bridge.
vvhich is certainly one of the fineft bridgesin
Europe. Abridge confifting of nineteen arch-
es , through vvhich the tide rums to and fro
continually. This bridge is §oo footlong, 60
high,and 30 broad. Adorned on each fide
vvith a rovv of neat houfes, lately built, and
'yielding a fine profped. Next to the bridge
vve vvill go to the cuftome-houfe, that neac—
piece of building, vvhere cuftom is paid for
commodities imported and exported. Hovw
much do’s this cuftom-houfe yield to the King
yearly ? Tis faid it yields to the King , one
year vvith another, about four hundred thou-
fand pounds. The tovver is not far from.,
thence. Tis but a lirtle vvay further. What's
that they call the tovver properly 2 Is it
that lofty tovver vvhich appears above all the
teft, or all the ground inclofed vvith a vvall
and a gredt ditch, and vvhich Ithink isa mile
about ? By the tovver of London vve coma
monly underftand the vvhole fortrefs, Then
2is like a tovvn by it felf. Sir, shall 1 tellyou
in fevv vvords vvhat it 15 ? I shall rakc it ‘as a
favour. Tis a fortrels that commands the
tovvnand the river. Tis an arfenal , vvhich
affords (they fay) vvhere vvithal to arm no
fefs than threefcore thoufand men. Tis a
treafure , vvhere are hidden the jevvals and
ornaments of thg crovvn of England, There
are




Sk ( 33) B :
are kept-the records of che kingdom, and
the mony  coined. Tis' the  prineipal
prifon , vvhereto are committed perfons of
quality, attainted of high treafon. It vvas
of old the palace of the Kings of England,
And , if you wvill fee lions , there are fome
conftantly kept to be feen. From the tovver
of London coming back -tovvards the bridge,
vve shall meet in our vvay that ftately pillar,
vvhich has been fet up, vvhere the great fire
began, Sept. 2d. 1666, That of all things | am
impatient to {ee.  Indeed ’tis a mafter.piece.
The ftruure of it is equally vvonderfull and
folid, There’s afine vvinding flair.cafeof 345
fteps 5 above it a' balcony round the pillar_.,
I fancy, one has there o £,[] rofpect of the
tovvn. But, pray, can you tell mc the nume
ber' of houfes, that vvere confumed in that §-
re 2 Tis incredible , and | cannot think on’t,
vvithout being ftruck vvith horror. There yvas
burnt dovvn , a prodigious thing , to the
number of thirtceen thoufand houfes. You
amaze me. Hovv long then did ‘that dread-
ful conflagration continue ? Three vvhole
days viz, from the Sunday morning vvhen it
began, to the Wednesday follovvin g What's
the reafon, it could be no fooner put out?
Then you vvould have thoughe all things con-
{pired the ruine of this tovvn, Firft, the fire
began a little after mid-night, vvhen the vvhole
city vvas buried in a dsep sleep. It hapned in

C the
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the moft dead time of the year, vwhena good
part of the citizensare up and dovvn the coun=
try. Itvvas abour the end of an extraordi.
nary dry fummer. Then there blevv an Eaft-
wvind, vvhich as it gathered ftrength , fo it
carried the flames from one end of the tovvn
to the other. Where the fire began, the hou-
{es vvere fo very clofe, that the engines, made
ufe of upon fuch occafions, proved ineffectual.
Al: thefe things together made the fire get a
heud every vvhete ; and occafioned fuch a
confternation, that the citizens lefe their hou-
fes to the mercy of the firc , and vvere con-
tented to fave themfelves vvith fome of their
goods.  Thus in a little time the firegot in-to
thofe great ftore-houtts of combuftible mat-
ters , vvhich vvere in that part of the rovvn,
Store-houfes of oyl, rofin, pitch, and tar, vvax,
butter, cheefe &c. vvhere you may think thofe
devonring flames made a dreadfull havock.
In short, thefire carried along vvich it horrour
and defolation in all places. And, that vvhich
added very much to that great calamity, the
vvater-houfe vvhich fupplied vvith vvater, all
that part of the city, took fire, So that moft
of the pipes yielded no vvater at all. Hovv vvas
¢hen the fire put out 2 At laftit vvas thought
convenient, to put a ftop to it by blovving up
of houfes. So it vvas fmothered at length
amongft the ruines. And that method has

been ufed ever finge. You have filled me vvith
horrous
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horrour by your relation. To' remove it,
dear Friend, and to make room forjoy , ’tis
but your admiring; this Pheenix {prung up out
of its ashes. Formerly the houfes vvere for
the moft part only made of timber-and plai-
fter ; novv they are, as you fee , of brick. Be-
fore the fire the houfes vvere lovv, irregular,
and dark, novv they are very high , uniform,
and lightfom. Infine, feveral fireets have been
made a great deal vvider and ftraiter than bes
fore. Hovv long has been the city building
up again ? At four years end they reckoned
near upon ten thoufand houfes built up again.
Tis a vwonder to me.  Thereshould have been
by right as much time fpent for mourning ,as
there vvas for building.  Sure enough, nong
but the English could have got up fo foon,
andrecovered themfelves as they did, from fo
great a defolation , and {0 infinite a lofs,
This is not all, our Friend. I have yet ano-
ther vvonderful thing to tell you of this nae
tion. Pray, vvhatis that ? They have not
only rebuile the city , but have added to jts
fuburbs , efpecially toyvards the court s above
ten thoufand houfes, That's 2 mighty argu.
ment of the vaftriches of this kingdom, I muft
novv proceed to trace you out our progrefs,
that you may fee vvhat is moft vvorthy, to be
feen about London. The laft thing, I{poke to
you of, is that ftately monument, vvhich has
been credted to the memory of the great fire of
C* 2z Lon-
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Yondon. TheRoyal Exchange isnot far from
thence , wvhich is certainly one of the moft
remarkable things in this glorious city.  This
building coft, they fay, fifty thoufand pounds
atl}'ea[l'. And they reckon, it yiclds a yearly
sent of four thoufand pounds. Andyet is takes
up but about 200 foot in length , and 170 in
breadch.  Hovv can it yield fach a renc? By
ite.vaults, and shops. = For, befides the court,
wvhere the merchants meet , and the vvalk
round, vvhich are ufed as ftore - houfes for-
fome forts of commodities.  Belovv ftairs there
are fome shops. Above they reckon 190 yvhich
make a fine profpedt. But 1 muft not omit
to tell you, that in the midft of the court you

. yyill fes a delicate flatue  of vvhite marble,

wvhere the late King is vey vvell reprefented.
The {ame vvas lately fet up by the Mayor and
Aldermen. Near the Exchange in Cheapfide
Market you vvill fee another ftatue erected on
a fine fountain. Tis the fame King, reprefented
there fitting on horfe-back trampling a moor
under his feet. When vve have feen the Ex-
change and this ftatue, vvhere d’ye intend to
carry me? I shall carry you flrait to Bedlam,
What’s that you call Bedlam 2 Tis the palace,
not to fay the houfe of lunatick people. You
are in jelt fure enough. Why should a palace
be built for fuch folks? Believe me, Sir, vvhen
you come to fee it, you vvill find it a ftately
picce of building.  The fitnation of it is very

advan.
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advantageous, as facing Moorfields; a famous
place of recreation for the citizens, vvhen the
vveather invites "em to it.  There you vvill fee
mad men of all forts. Some that vvill move
you to pity, fome that vvill go near to fright
you, and others apt to dwert}ou. If this be
all, my Friend, | find that Bedlam is but an
abridgement of the vvorld. I need not go-a
ftep out of my vvay to fe¢ it. Bedlam is every
vvhere..  Then | muft from the Exchange have
you ftrait at Guild-hall , vvhich is the tovvn-
houfe. From vvhence , coming back to the
broad ftrect, vve shall take a particular vievw
of the fine Steeple of Bovv-Church. Afrer
that, vveshall come to fee at the 'ftreets end
oticiof the greatelt objeds in Europe. I mean
S. Paul’s Cathedml y vvhich is rebuilding, the
only Cathedral of that name in Earope. Was
it alfo confumed by the fire 2 You wvill fee
ftill fome prints of it upon the porch, the
ftone yvhereof are caten up by the fire, fo ex-
tream violent it vvas. This church, to give
you the hiftory of it in fevy vvords , vvas
founded by Sebert,a Saxon King, Anno éio.
And vvhere you fee it, wvhich is the higheft
part of the tovvn . , there flood ‘anciently a
temple of Diana. It has been burnt three fe-
veral times, the firlt ; in ‘the eleventh century,
the fecond in thefixteenth, and the third in the
laft greatfire. If you defire to knovy, vvhatvvere
the dimenfiens of it before its laft difafter, it

C g reached
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reached in length 6go foot, in breadth e in
height1zo. All thefe ftrokes from heaven have
not been able to slacken in theleaft the zeal of
the English.  They have attempted not only
to raife it up again, but alfo to make it one
of the fineft churches of our time. In order
to vvhich , befides the voluntary contributions
of private men , there is an excife upon coals,
saifed for the rebuilding of the Churches, that
had been ruined by the fire. An excife, vvhich
at the rate of three shillings a chaldron, yields
at leaft forty thoufand pound a year, Is the
vvork' pretty forvvard already ? Tis a great
piece of vvorkas you may imagine. Hovvever
you.vvill {ee a very fine part of it. But,at the
rateit go's on, | am apt to thinck ’tvvill hard-
ly be finished before the end of this age_.
After all thefe curiofities, 1 vvould have you
fee fome of the fineft Parish Churches; The
Colledge of Royal Society, famous for its ra-
rities both of nature and art ; the Lavvyers-
Inn, particularly the temple , Lin%olns-Inn,
and Grays.Inn, and the Colledge of Phyficians,
You should fee likevvife the palace of S.Tames,
and. Somerfethoufe .,  vvhere the Queen
Dovvagor keeps' the court, and feveral Noble
mens houfes , that are about London , efpes
cially Montague-houfe, vvhichgo’s beyond all
the reft. . The halls of thefeveral companies of
tradesmen, and the tyvo changesin the firand,
but chiefly the nevv Exchange , are objeds
vvorth
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vvorth your fight, And vvhereasfpacious and
uniform places in a tovvn are a grear orna-
ment to it, you muft nor fail to fe¢ Lincolns-
Inn-Fields vvhich is the [argeft of all, Kiné-
fquare, S. James’s fquare, Suuth&mptmquua.
re, and Leicefter-Fields , vvhich are all deli-
cate places. There is moreover the piazza of
Convent garden , that has its proper Set-offs,
And the Citizens have alfo their Moor - Fields,
Thus youyvill find, that London, taking in
the fuburbs, is an incomparable tovvn in {s-
veral accounts,

THE TENTH DIALOGVE.

Of the Poftdays at London ; Of the
peny - poft ;- Of the English Calen-
dar, and flyle,

muft vvrite letters for France, and Germany.
Which are thePoft-days here for tholfe parts?
Munday and Thursday are the Pofk:days for
France, and other Southern countries.. Tues-
dayand Friday , for, the lovv countries , Ger-
many , and all the Northern pares,  Where
muft the letter be carried 2 Thofe, that live
near the Poft-Office do carry’em thither ftrait.
But there are feveral Poft-houfes in all pares
of Londonand its fuburbs, vvhere they take in
the letters, to be conveyed from thence to the
C 4 Poft-
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Poft.Office.  Mulft onc pay here forPatis 2 No,
unlefs the letter go’s beyond Paris.. Then one
muft pay as far as Paris nine pence, - When do’s
the Poft comefrom Paris ? Theletters are com-
monly delivered on Mundays and Thursdays.
And from, the loyv countries, Germany &c?
On Tuesday and Friday. But you knovv the
Yerters muft crofs the fea , which {ome-times
do’s keep the poft back. That is to be fup-

ofed. Novv vveralk of poft, have you been
told of a grear conveniency we have, and not
ong fince fetcled in this town 2 | mean the
peny-poft, vvhich is a foot poft. Yes. I have
heard of it. For a peny, one may at any ume
of the day convey , not only a letter, from
onc end of the town to another, but alfo any
parcel to the weight of one ponnd. Indeed,
that’s a" great conveniency, in fuch a town as
this, But who pays the peny ? he that fends,
or he, the thing is fent to ? Tis he that fends.
And there are every where peny-poft-houfes
to take thofe letters in. Every hour of the
day there are men appointed to feth®em , and
to carry ‘em to the Peny-poft-office , from
vvhence they are fent away according to their
refpective directions. Thatis not ill contrived.,
There is one thing more to obferve. Which
is, that this poft reaches ten miles round. Tis
true, thatin this cafe the letter cofts two-pence,
the one to the fender , the other to the recei- |
vet. I do admire the conveniencyofis, But

it
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it is doubtlefs very prejudicial to potters. You
may believe it fora peny go’s further this
way, than ashilling by a porter. Iwas told,
the English don’t begin theyear, as we do, on
the firlt of January. = Is it true, or no, my
Friend? Their Almanacks begin, as ours do,
with that day ; and accordingly it is called
new-yearsday. And yet , according to the
Conftitutions of the Church of England , the
year begins only on the 25 of March, being
Lady-day.  Which is obferved by the English
in all their publick writings and contrads.
What ftyle do they ftick to, the old,or the
new 2 The old ftyle; obferved, to this day by
tHe Greek Church , and moft of the Proteftants,
Though ’tis well knownto be defedive.

THE ELEVENTH DIALOGVE.

Of fome particular days, obferved
in England.

' MY defign is not, our Friend, to enume-
rate here all the holy-days appointed by

the church , bur only fome particular days
celebrated here with fafting or rejoycing. {The
fixe faft-days are the joth of January and the
2d. of September. - The firft is a 'day of hu-
miliation, confecrated to the memory of Char-
les theMartyr. The 2d.of September is a day
of humiliation for the city of London, = Tis
C s in
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in ‘remembrance of that dreadful fire, which
1 made the defcription of. Amongftthe Fefti-
val days that are celebrated with joy, there is
the King’s and the Queen’s birth-day. The
sth of November, being gun-powder-treafon
day, is alfo kepr {olemnly. You know the
occafion of it. The 29th of O&ober, being
my Lord Mayors day 15 a particularday of re-
joycing to the city of London. Which is
kept yearly with fo much pompand bravery,
both by land and water, that it looks like a
day of triumph. I faw t'other day feveral per-
fons , that carried about their har-bands a
little rolled paper. Pray , what is the mean-

ing of that 2 Pll tell you, what it is. = The

s4th of February is S.Valentine®s day, which is
no otherwife kept in England,than with the
ceremony, | am going to acquaint you with,
Nature teaches us, that about this time ofyear,
both beaftsand fowls fecling a new heat, by
the approaches of the fun, the males chufe
their females and begin to couple.  In imita-

tion whereof, there has beeh , time out of

mind , bothin England and Scotland a cuftom,

-wrhich has fome relation to the inftiné& of ani-
smnals at that time of the year. And that's it,

which is called to chufe Valentines, from the
mame of that Saint, whofe feaftiskept to this
day in the Church of Rome.  In order to this

vchoice, the names of feveral young men and

maidens that are to bg drawn, are writdown
- fevee

|
|
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{everally upon piccesof paper. The men draw
maiden’s names, and thefe the mens. So the
lotgives every man a She-Valentine and every
maid a He one.  And what's the refult of all
this? The way is to prefent each other ; and
fometimes it falls out to be a march in good
earncft. The men vvear their lots on their hats
for fome days, and the vvomen before their
breaft. But you vvill fee a ftranger thing on
S. David’s ddy, the firft of March, Inflead of
rolled papers upon the hat , you vvill fee green
garden lecks. ~They are, | fuppofe; gardeners
that vvear’em, to shevy their joy to the neat-
nefs of thefpring. No,you han't hit it right.
Tis a kind of trophy amongft the Welsh. Their
liberty vvas once hard at ftake, and they muft
either be vitorious, or lofe it.  In that extre=
mity they called upen S.David , their Patron,
for help. Armed wvith confidence in that
Saint, they crofled fields fovved vvith leeks, be-
fore they came, toingage. Every Souldier took
up a leck, for a mark of diftin&ion. The
Welsh got the viftory. Andnovv, to render
both the a&tion, and the Saint immortal, they
made a lavy amongft themfelves, that the me-
mory of the thing should be transmitted'to all
ages, by yvearing that day every one a leek
upon his head. Which they do here every one
inviolably, | The King himfelf , according to
the cuftom of his Predeceffors, do’s 'in coma
pliance of that people , vvear that day a leck
O




- are they diftinguished 2 They are called the
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on his hat.  But his is not (you may think )
a garden-leek. ' His Majefty hasthe {fame com=
pliance for theScotch and the Irish. On S.An-
drevv’s day, the Patron of Scotland , the Scotch
vvear a blevy crofs on the fore-part of their
hats, © The King vvears one likevvife. Upon

S. Patricks day, the Patron of Ireland, the Irish |

vvear, in the honour of that Saint, a red crofl’ |

on one fide of their hats. And if you be here,
you vvill fee the King vvear one. Sol find
by your difcourfe, that S. David is the Patron
of Wales; S. Andrevv, of Scotland , andS.Pa-
trick of Ireland. T exped, you vvill tell menovy
vvhat Saint is the Patron of England. Tis S,
George of Cappadocia, that noble Martyr {o
celebrated in de Church Hiftory, He is the Pa-
tron of the moft Noble Order of the Garter, |
vvhereof the King of Great Britan is she So-
vereign.

THE TVVELFTH DIALOGVE. |
Concerning the Lavus of Eﬂg/mﬂf.

¥ yvhat Lavvs is England governed? They
have feveral Lavys according to. the nature
of affairs , and the diverfitie of places. Hovv

Common Lavv, the Statute Lavv, the Civil
Lavv,to vvhich is annexed the Canon, (by fome,
Spiritual, or Ecclefiaftical ) Lavy. Whatisthe

Common Lavv ? Itis nothing clf¢, but the com-
mon
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mon cuftoms of the kingdom , vvhich have by
length of time obrtained the force of Lavvs.
And the Statute Lavvs 2 They are Lavvs made
by feveral Kings of England by theadvice and
confent of all the Lords and the Commons in
England bytheir reprefcntativs in Parliament.
What is the Civil Lavvy ? It.is the vvritten
Lavv , vvhere-in is to be found, vvhat all the
greateft men in the vvorld have devifed by their
ovvn vyisdom or reafon , in the fpace of many
hundred years, or have dravvn from all the
nations of the vvorld. Whereunto is it ufe-
full'? Tt is a Lavv that may be confider'd as
a production of the common reafon of all men
eftablishe both for the good of the people, and
the confervation of the affairs of all nations of
the vvorld. “Then muft this Civil Lavv take
place alfo in the Lovy Countries? Yea afluredly
{o it doth : The inhabitans there of acknovve
ledge thofeLavvs for theirrules of government.
But are they vvholly and folely bound up to
them ? They have for many hundred years
enjoyed, befides thefe ; abundance of municipal
Lavys, containing diverfe priviledges and rights
of the Citizens, by vertue vvhereof they are freed
from multitudes of oppreflions. . But, hovvcan
all the rules off ‘the Civil Lavv be knovwn?
They have been gathered together and fuma
med up in one book by the Roman Emperour
Juftinian , about year of Chrift 527. vvhich
book , called Juftinians Codex , hath ever fince
bsen
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been of great authority in Europe, Hovv came
vve by thofe Canons, vvhich are faid to make
up the Canon Lavys? TheRomish priefts, pre-
tending that the Apoftles made certain Canons
or ftanding rules, befides vvhat are contained
in the Nevv Teftament , have affumed to them-
felves an exorbitant povver of overbdrdening
the people vvith a vaft number of thofe Ca-
nons ;. very many vvhereof ferve onely to
maintain their ovyvn pride and vvordly digni-
ty; vvhichyet havebeen frequently confirmed
to them by the temporal povver.  Are the Gi-
vil and Canon Lavvs generally in uf¢ in Eng-
land ? They are efpecially ufed in the Admi-
rality_Court ; becaufe therein the affairs of
forreigners are pleaded and judged together
vvith thofe of the English: And alfo in thofe
Courts called Ecclefiaftical ;3 wvhich ought to
be of no longer continuance than vvhillt men
are pleafed to permit the Bishops to rule. Haye
the English no Municipal Lavvs? Yes , they
have many, vvhich may be called By-Lavvs,
being ancient cuftoms, vvhich the Citizens ac-
cording to their conveniences in their {everal
eities do claim as their right. What is the pri-
viledge of afree-born Englishman, That he
not may be tyrannized over by any arbitrary
povver: but be ruled accordingto the knovvn
lavvs, viz, the common and ftatute lavvs, and
efpecially by that called Magna Charta, the
Great Charter, ot open Writing, in vvhich are
. : €Ol
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contained many excellent lavys, by yvhich they
ought to ‘be preferved in fafery, both in their
perfons & eftates.  \What meansis there to de-
cide differences and contentions ? Men muft
chufe a third oran arbitrator, for to acquiefce
(reft) in his ( good-finding ) determination,
after that he hath taken cognizance ( knovy-
ledge ) of the difference. © Othervvife , men lay
aplea by the vvay of juftice and they call the
oppolite party , ( Antagonift) vvith affigning
a day for pleading : and then they fend for
the Defendant at the requelt of the ( Plaintiff)
complainant. If he deny the thing, ( fa& or
bufines) vvitnefles are admitted , after the
caufing them to take an oath. Hovv are the
Tudges in the Hollandscities called ? They are
Lords of thecouncil or Sheriffs. Hovvis that
a judge muft carry (or deport) himfelf ? He
muft avoid prejudging ( prejudice ) not fuffer.
ing himfelf to be turn’d about ( alter'd ) by
bribes, nor to incline this vvay, or that yvay ;
He muft give fentence barely (nakedly)aecord-
ingto the evidence of the things demonftrated,
(or proved ) to the end, thatthe guilty may be
condemned , and the innocent may be juftifyed 3
for it is unbecoming, torecall conclufive
fentences and detcrminations.

o9
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