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A ream is tvventy quires , and evety quire
tvventy five sheets,
A roul of parchment is five dozen,
A dozen tvvelve skins,

Of wool.

A laft of vvool is tvvelve facks;

A fack is tvvo vveys;

A vvey fix tod and a half;

A rod is tvvo floney

A ftone is fourten pound and a clear is half a
ftone, fo that a laft of vvool contains 31z, ftone,
or 156, tods.

Three barley-corns make an inch;

Tvvelveinches a'foot;

Three footayard:

Five yards and a half a pearch;

Four pearchesin breadth , and ten in length
a rood, and four roods make an acre.

An English mile is 8. furlongs 88. fcores,
320 pcarchcs, 1056. paces, 1408. ells 1760, yards
5280. feet 63360.inches , and 190080, barley-corns
in length

LETTERS.

dn Epifilein commendation of true Philofo.
phy and more efpecially of the Spagyrical
Cor Chymical) fiience.
Tl Hat arts and all things have their vicis-
o fitude , alignation , d¢ath, and reno-
vation,
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vation, daily experience, and the teflimony
of our Fore-fathers clearly evidence. Their
viciffitude , by time, and our unconftancy;
their alienation by our improvidence and
neglect; and their death by our corruptibi-
lity 5 but their renovation from God » and na-
ture , in raifing up and qualifying one, or mo-
re, fingular man, or men, vvho reftore , and
renovate yvhat the unconftancy, negled, and
corruptibility of their Anceftors , have altered
perverted, and obliterated. Ifthe uncertainty
of mundane things be fuch ; itis no vvonder,
that vvhat in onc age is highly efteemed , in
an other becomes naufeous, contemptible , and
at length fotally obfeured. For ufually, as foon,
as ony fcience is invented, and put in pra&ife,
it, as vve , immediately tendsto change, depra=
vednes and annihilation. Thus hath ithappen-
ed to the Spagyrick art, vvhich for antiquity
is fearcely inferiour to any and for its ufe and
benefit in the Medicinal part moft vvorthy of
efteem: yer becaufe Alchimy, and ‘true Medi-
cme (like Pylades and Oreftes ) vvere infepa-
rable , vvithout the diflolution of eicher ; {o/
foon as the Hermetick fcience expired in the
primitive phyfitians , that Medicine by a like
fate vvas extinct alfo. For vvhen impoftors
aflumed thefe arts, and converted the true and
genuin ufe of them into abufe , ¢h y fuccefli-
vely declined, and thenceforth vvere enerw
vawed, and forgot, fo, a both the ome and
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the other remained as dead , and:if in the
yvorld, vvere not knovwn , or difcovered for
many ages, uncill thar incomparable Naturalift
Theophraftus prefentend both in their priftine
beaury to the vvorld. But at firft fight nei-
therconld find acceptance , efpecially among
the learned, vvho vvith | tradition vvere fo
egregiously blinded, as betvveen their judge-
ment and the vulgar cenfure, (vvhich decries
all for monftrous , that it feif hath no
knovvledge of ) vvas little or no_difference :
vet , in fuccels of time by the indefatigable in-
duftry of their Patron , they vvere admitted
by fome: aftervvard the neceflity of that time
gave being to experience, vvhereby , vvhatvvas
before cenfured, and condemned byall, yvas
then approved and received by many. Never.
thelef(s,, as it happened in all ages, fo at that
time alfo, evil and corruption intruded , and
mixed them(elvs vvith thofe moft noble fcien-
ces : and even in that very age , the contem-
poraries vvith Paracel{usvyere Pfeudochimifls,
and egregious Apoftates from the true light
by him difcovered : thecaufe of their apofta-
cy vvas filthy lucre ; vvhich bath been the
ptrer ruine of all neceflary difciplines unto
this very day. Not vvithftanding this, of his
difciples not a fevv, vvith great diligence fol-
lovved their mafters footfteps, and although
they could not arrive to fo great an height of
knovyledge, in the inutterable myfterys of God
i
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nature, as he did ; yer vvith fincerity, and
uprighenefs they prefled after fo exad an imi-
tation of him, as by God and nature vvas per-
mitted to them efpecially in the Medicinal part
of his do@rin, In vvhich they could in no
vvife proceed aright vvithout the knovvledge
of Alchimy in 1ts manual pradife ; therefore
they firft fet their hands to the vvork , as Pa.
racelfus himfelf did ; and aftervvard practi-
ced Medicine to the glory of God , and for the
good of their needy neigh bour.

To Mr. H.G. at _dmflerdam.
Leipzick 18. April, 1676.

SIR.,
his fervs for anfvver of your acceptable (let-
ter ) of the 20. March, thatlvvould gladly
impart to you all thevvritihgs , and calcula-
tions of feveral commodities cogether vvith an
account of the coyns, meafures and yveights
of feveral places, vvhich all vvould yet be too
heavy for to fend vvith the poft ; I defire.
therefore that you would pleafe to content
yourfelf vvith this follovving :
100. pound Hamburgh’s is 1o, pounds
_ Leghorn’s.
16, pound of Marfeilles is 10e. pounds
Hamburghs.
100. pound Lubecks is 97, pounds Amfter-
dams,
D 3 100,
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100. pounds at Baflano is at London 762,
1. Centener of 11 pounds in London is 108.

pounds Brabanrs, '

1. Fodder of lead in London is yg%. Centner

or i950. pounds,

100, Ells Antvverps isin London 6o. clls.
Thisis, Sir y as much as the time permits , and
1 found good to communicate to you, other-
wvifc | have yet {tuff enough e frame a whole
book thercof ; If you knovy any thing further
for your fervice , pleafe but to command,
In haft,

S. M.

My dear Brotber.

PRovidcncc having feparated our bodies for
a feafon , dire@s usalfo hovv to improvein
every place vvhere vve come: and precious time,
which never can be recalled, is tobe made ufe of
vvith our utmoft diligence, . Ourminds which
never can be {eparated, mulft therefore by our
pens be conftantly commumicating to one
another in fuch things, as may encreafe our
mutual knovvledge, and continue the teftimo-
nies of our real affe@ions to each other. You
kave the advantage of your native countrey, a
good air, great plenty of all things neceffary,
and efpecially the conftant advice of out vira
tucus Parents, [ dvvellin a neat and cleanly
city, amoug very civil people, have afduc
16G=
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freedom ,am indifferently vvell fupplyed , gain
knovvledge in Arithmetick and Book-keeping,
am in a vvay of attaining the methods of
merchandizing , and correfpondence in fundry
parts of the vvorld , vvith many oetheradvan-
tages : but that vvhich muft make both our
injoyments profperous to us , is the gracious
temper of our minds, and the blefling of God
thereupon , vvhich 1 heartily vyish for us both
and foreft

Tour moft indeared Brother,
A. C. B.

Sir,

Hen [turn'my thoughts and pen towards

you, who have been my old Fellovy-Scu-
dent, in vvhofe Society 1 have had {fo much
complacance , and from vvhofeaffable deport-
ment, and free communication, fuch rare
difcoveries as might ferve to inrich my mind
above the trite and common notions of vulgar
pretenders, | muft acknovvledge, that the re-
membrances of yow are a fresh tincturing’ of
my ruder Genius , a mollifying devv and a
grateful odour , enamouring and delighting all
my fenfes ; and | could write all day to fuch
a friend vvith the greateft facility and fluency,
and blame my eyes alfo,if at night they should
incline to fuch adrovvfine(s asshould prevent
my converfe or reftrain the motions of my
D 4 mind,
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mind, from your dear felf. Oh how true do
1 now find your vvords, that true Philofophy
is to be preferred before all the gold in the Indies!
and the inriching of noble pars of the mind
fuperlarively exceeding all thofe cabinets of
jevvels and tuns of treafure, vvhich vulgar fpi-
rits make their God. Bur this short epiftle is,
through the firaits of time, vvhich imprifon
my active thoughts, to be confined within
thofe narrovv bounds , vvhich onely permit
me to tell you, that the vain converfation of
moft men here, and the confufednefs of their
janglings in the {chools, vvith their advancing
of their Scholaftical Theology, and confining
the vaft and noble f{pirit of man to an Arifto-
telian Philofophy , have rendred all my hopes
for advantages from the Academy unufefull
and incomfortable ; ( I vvish, 'tvvere better
wvvith you in England ) hercupon 1 betake my-
{elf to a moreretired ftate , vvherein my mind
is tranfcending all thofe other feeming fub.
ftances, butreal shadovvs 3 Yet can | neverlive
fo abftradtedly , from other men and things,
but that | muft ftll retain in the more inti-
mate recelles of my thoughts , your vvorthy
felf ; tovvhom | am .
Ever obliged
J. H. B,

3 Sir,
IT may perhaps yield you content to under-

ftand, that vvithin a fevy days feveral Mer-
chandifes
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chandifes are come into this city, vvhich a
vvhile fince you defired to have. You do
undoubtedly vvell knovv, wvhat they be
Write me then, if you have inclination the.
reto: and alfo hovv much : but do it vvith-
outdelay, becaufe | do very vvell knovv, that
men shall have all things cheaper in the be-
ginning , then in the fequel ( or follovving
part ) of the fale , vvhich men shall make.
thereof. As to the merchandize , vvhich you
laft offer’d me , | have (confulted ) laid it over,
that | shall not find my account (or get what
laimed at) therein: but | inform you of Mr.
N. vwwho hath confefled to me, that he vvished
to have the fame, in cafe you vvill exchange
vvith him for other goods, vvhich he hath,
vvhich do vend veryvvell. Here you feeall,
that at prefent | havetofay ; | befeech you to

anfyver vvith the firft , and alyvays to be ase!

furd of my friendfchip
Sir,
Your moft bumble and moft
obedient fervant

J. U B.

Sir,
THefc ferve for anfvver to your acceptable
(letter) of the 10. dito , that 1 am glad,
that you could knovv fo vvell hovy to judge
of the calculation and the differencing of mea-
D s fures
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fures: The reafon vvhy feveral people, vvhich
have troubled themfelves about defcribing
coyns and meafures and to judge thereof, have
not attained to their end, is, becaufe they
made no over-cafting or calculation of vvhat
you have vvritten, nor of the large vveighing
of the vveigher : but made their calculation
for the moft part of the bare vveighing of iron
againft iron, as if it vvas vveighd ina vveigh-
skale one againft the other , vvithout confide-
ration that in the one land areufed Stilliatfen
or Unfters (that is, inflruments of vveighing,)
vvhich doalvvays vary from others : befides
that yet one fort of commodities vvill alvvays
render lefs or more ; becaufe they dry more
or shrink more in ;3 f{ome accommadities,
vvhich are {old by the meafure, are firft foundly
ftretcht, and , coming to the defigned placs,
are put in vvater, and again made to shrink
in; vvhichthen may differ 2. or 3. percents
and if one be not better inftructed beforehand
through onesovvn experience, men may alvvays
judge amifs of the reduction : and this is yet
vvithout confiderazion of the feafon of the
year, vvhich in the vvinter is alvvays moifter,
and, by confequence doth alvvays make the
commodities heavier , vvhereof the vvhale-
bones (or vvhales-beards) do give us a lively
example ; and that the Climate ofthe land, as
Ttaly, vvhere it is alvvays dryer and vvarmer
then in Holland , may make the goods vvelig{!l
C15y
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Iefs, fo that men ought alyvays to take heed
thereto.  So that [ yvould fay this, that though
this might come to differ from ether tables,
made of coyns , meafures and vveights , yet
this {ame muft be preferred , as being an ex-
perience , vvhich in feveral occafions is found
to betrue. Concluding remain.
Your fervant ready to ferve you
H. L.

One friend counfelleth another hovy to proceed
vvell in merchandizing , vvhich he hath
nevvly begun.

My dear Friend.

I__]Aving heard, that you have begun to trade

for your felf, and that you have taken

upon you fo great and vveightie a calling as a

merchant adventurer, I have thought my felf

bound as aprofefled Friend of youts , to congra-
tulate you in your eftate,and to give you the beft
advice, 1 can for your better managing of your
affairs.  Firft therefore let me advife you, not
to be too haftie to be rich , for Solomon fayth :
He, that hafteth to be rich, shall fuddenly co~
me to povertie. Be {ure, in the firft place, that
you fear God and ferve him inceflantly night
and day and let not your cares for this
life hinder you of doing any part of your duty
to God. Be not too greedy of falling into
much bufinefs : for great merchandize foon
makes 3 man gither rich or poor,  Acquaint
youe
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your fclf much vvith the uncertainty or fading
condition of outvvard things , and be ftrong
in faith and hope ofeternallife : for merchants
run many hazards, fears and adventures and
often undergo great lofles, and if youhave not
a foundation laid up for the life to come, you
may poflibly meet fometimes  vvith fuch
changes here, as may makeyour heart to quake.
What{oever youtake in hand ordo , be fure to
deal juftly vvith all men : for ill gotten goods
feldom profper long, Rob not the Prince of
his cuftoms :  for many times a pound that
vvay gotten cofts ten, Trade not in deceitful,
unmerchantable and falfe vvares. Keep juft
vveights, equal ballances, and lavvfull meafu-
res.  Take good notice of all, that youreceive
in, and pay out, in the vvay of your trade,
Keep your books and accompts exatt and in
good order : for therein ftands much the cre-
dit of a merchant, Be often perufing your
books, acquaint your felf vvell vvith your
eftate : for many through negleé of that have
aot onely been undone , but greatly disgraced,
Adventure no more at any one time, than
yvhat, if youlofe, you can by Gods blefling
bear. Make your adventuresin many parcels,
that if one should fail,the other perhaps may
help thelofs. Take heed vvith yvhom you
trade, and vvhom you truft. Truft no man,
but try him firft.. And feck not vvithout great
neceflity to becredited of others: for the more

: you
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you ftand on your oyva feet, the lefs care and
mote honour you have. Benot lightly furety
for any , for many thereby fuffer great da.
mage ; neither lightly defire, any to be furery
for you : for one good turn vvill ask anorher,
What you have once promifed ,be careful to
perform = for merchants fuffer much by nog
keeping their vvord. When therefore you
have payment to make, provide in time : have
the fums and days in confinual remembrance,
Relie on no other man to the laft for your
own payments : for {0 yon may be deceived
and crack your own credit, Be as careful,as
may be nbt to trade above the compafls of your
ftock. Leave not your bufinefs too much to
others, but have a continual overfight of it
your felf.. Live not in fashion, either above
your rank , or too muchinferiour to it : but
keep in a middle vvay, {o as your confeience

ay not be,vvounded, if you should fall. Love
more your honour, than riches. Seek not to
be credited for all that you can. When you
have gained , praife God and remember the
poor. Be not prodigal, for that is vvaffing :
nor yet niggardly , for thatisbafe. Keep fhill
a noble and generous mind, guided by a good
underftanding. Shun by all means evil com-
pany,.and among other things take heed of
horfes, vvineand vvomen, vvhich have been
the overthrovy of many young merchants.
Have a certain time ordinarily of being at
home,




	Seite 50
	Seite 51
	Seite 52
	Seite 53
	Seite 54
	Seite 55
	Seite 56
	Seite 57
	Seite 58
	Seite 59
	Seite 60
	Seite 61

