FRANCKESCHE
STIFTUNGEN

Franckesche Stiftungen zu Halle

The Voice of God in a Tempest

Mather, Cotton

Boston: N. E., MDCCXXIII

Kapitel

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die Digitalisate des Francke-Portals sind urheberrechtlich geschutzt. Sie durfen fur wissenschaftliche
und private Zwecke heruntergeladen und ausgedruckt werden. Vorhandene Herkunftsbezeichnungen
durfen dabei nicht entfernt werden.

Eine kommerzielle oder institutionelle Nutzung oder Verdéffentlichung dieser Inhalte ist ohne
vorheriges schriftliches Einverstandnis des Studienzentrums August Hermann Francke der
Franckeschen Stiftungen nicht gestattet, das ggf. auf weitere Institutionen als Rechteinhaber
verweist. Fur die Veroffentlichung der Digitalisate kdénnen gemaR der Geblhrenordnung der
Franckeschen Stiftungen Entgelte erhoben werden.

Zur Erteilung einer Verdffentlichungsgenehmigung wenden Sie sich bitte an die Leiterin des
Studienzentrums, Frau Dr. Britta Klosterberg, Franckeplatz 1, Haus 22-24, 06110 Halle
(studienzentrum@francke-halle.de)

Terms of use

All digital documents of the Francke-Portal are protected by copyright. They may be downladed and
printed only for non-commercial educational, research and private purposes. Attached provenance
marks may not be removed.

Commercial or institutional use or publication of these digital documents in printed or digital form is
not allowed without obtaining prior written permission by the Study Center August Hermann Francke
of the Francke Foundations which can refer to other institutions as right holders. If digital documents
are published, the Study Center is entitled to charge a fee in accordance with the scale of charges of
the Francke Foundations.

For reproduction requests and permissions, please contact the head of the Study Center, Frau Dr.
Britta Klosterberg, Franckeplatz 1, Haus 22-24, 06110 Halle (studienzentrum@francke-halle.de)

urn:nbn:de:gbv:ha33-1-232363

Visual \\Llibrary


mailto:studienzentrum@francke-halle.de
mailto:studienzentrum@francke-halle.de
https://nbn-resolving.org/urn:nbn:de:gbv:ha33-1-232363

The Way of the
Glorious GOD in 2
ST OR M.

pr—— it s ey

" February 24. 1722-3. Foremoon.

- |

-

|

Nahum I. 3.
Abe LORD bath His Way in the STORM!

HEN the Word of Trush, whick
: is the Gofelof our Salvatior,
| {9/  arrives unto us, under the
: Advantage of Lively Colourg
caft upon it, in_fenfible Occurrences whick we
meet withal, the Word becomes very Obfer-
vable 5 the Goges is Reafonably like to have
the more Notice taken of it ; thereare lively:
firokes given to the Nails that are driven byt
the Maflers of the Affemblies. Good & Great
Things are fpoken about, A Word in Seaf 7.
Certainly, When we fee/ the fianatures of the
Word in the Charatters of the Time when it
£Omes unto us, gnd if there be” fomething in
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2 The Voice of GODin# « TE MTEST.
the Seafon, to make-a Right Word become For-
cible, we thall have, 4 Word in Seafon ! Such
a Word is this Morning to be endeavoured.
‘A mighty Srorm is-the Laft Night begun;
which this Morning we find fo growing upon-
as, shat 1 hawe thought it feafomable, to make
Fomebilny witha flililVoice,of which yet,I hope,
theNoifeabout us will not hinder our hearing;
that what there is.of GOD {peakingto us in
the Whirlwind may have a due Regard paid
anto it..
~FHERE wetre Terrible Thingsa coming upon
the Greateft City then in the World. The
Tate of Ninmive is here foretold,which was in
a moflt aftonithing manner fulfilled, in the
days of King Fofieh,by Nabopollafor & Aflyages
ymitingtheisForces,thatutterly deftroyed tinat
Renowned City. It was once called, A C#y
of GOD 5 it may be for the fpecial Core that
GOD had of it. It wasa City, which had
waft & thick Walls, extending Siuty Miles,
as Diodorus Sicw/us tells.us, in the Circuit of
.., Buraccording to the Prophecy, GOD bas.
wade an wtrer End of 1he place thereof,, and,.
The. place is not known where it ffood. = Fhe.
mott profane Man of all the Pagans confirms.
shis Propheay, and fays, No Footflep is left of
it, meither can any Man lining rell where itiwas.
The Old Geographers, fexprefs.a. Defulrory:
Tevity, and {trangely contradiét rhemfelves:
as well as one another, in.afligning the Plce:
of in My ingomparable & inquilitive Bocharz:
himfelf;




The Voice of G
himfelf, owns ’tis in vain to look for it. We
are fure, that Mofal, which ac this day they
{how for ity is not fo much as on the fame
fide of the River with the celebrated Ninive.

THE TerribleThings,which were toproduce
this Deftrution, are in the Claufe now before
us, compared unto a STORM. = And the Way
= of the ETERNAL GOD in the Srorm, is par-
ticularly propofed unto our Confideration,

THIS therefore is theDOCTRINE of GOD>
that fhall diff:/ as the gentle Raiz upon.you,
while the flormy Wind & Tempeft, with-the
Grear Rain of His Grength,is doing the Execu-
tion, which anon you will find perhaps done
in the Neighbourhood,

WHEN a Stormy Time comes upon ws, the
WAY of GOD in ihe STORM, 75 to be
Confidered with. wsi

THE Way of the LORD! That is to fay,
Firlt, The Work which isdone by GOD in the
Storm. TFor a Storm is the Work of that GOD,
who flies upomr the wings of the Wind, 1f a
Storm rtife, we are to confider,That it is GOD
who raifes it,, We tead ;- Pfal. 107.5. He
commandeth and raifeth the flormy wind 5 which
Lifretlrup the waves ofsbe fea: The Windsand
the Seas are che Creatures of GOD. In Him
they wiove !~ as well as bave 1heir Being: Al¥
their Marigns are under His command., And
becauls our SAVIQUR. is the MMofi HighGOD;

) : : therefore




g The Voice of GOD EMPEST,
therefore we find the Winds & the Seas, even
Miracalonfly under the Command of our -
Blefled JESUS. No Srorz comes, without
His commanding of it.

THE Way of the LORD ! That may mean,
Secondly, TheWork which GOD would have
us to do in the Szorm, For in a Storm, there
is a Werk, wherein GOD enjoins us to pay
our Homage unto Him, who is now giving a
Sheck unto us. When a Stor» comes, we are
to conlider, that there are Good Things, which
the Loxd our GOD now requires of #s, And
in thefe Things, we do what we read, Pfal.
KXXVIL 37. Wait on the Lord, and keep bis
way. It may be, we are out of our Way, and
a Storm comes upon us, as upon Fozab, to -
drive us into the Way of the Lord 3 Or, “tisto
prevent our diverting from the IWay, wherein
we fhould keep wndefiled, and feek for the
Reit of our Souls.

Furnifhed with fuchPraliminaryThoughts]
Let us now hearken to the Admonitions of
GOD.

I. WHEN we are vifited with Notyral
STORMS, [ As we are ar this Moment ! ] the
Wayof the Glorious GOD, is to be confidered
in. them,

Firlt, THE Glorious GOD is to be Adored,
as.the Author of the Stormsthat beat upon us; :
Even that. Glorious GOD' who has garbered
the Wind in bis Fiff, and who has boynd 1pe
Waters asan aGarmem. We 1ead,Pal, CX LV

8. Fraife
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8. Praife the Lord, O flormy Wind. He is to
be praifed, as the Maker and Jfender of the
Stormy Wind. Whatever may be the encigy
of Evil fpirits, in any of our Storms, as well
as in Fobs, and whatever the Prince of the
power of the Air, may be able todoin Violent
Agitations of the Air, tis all, By the Divine
Permiffon. He holds all his Power, By the
Divine Permiffion. GOD Limits it, as well as
Permitsit. Yea, GOD employs the Evil
Angels as His Inftruments. And it is His In-
* dignation which by them does infli€t {uch
Trouble upon us,  The Wrath of Hell does
Praife and ferve Him, and the Remainder of
1hat Wrath does be reStrain, My Friends, T
befeech you,to feeithe Glorious GOD at work
in fuch Szorms‘as are battering of us, There
is a Flood breaking in wpon us, but GOD fits
upon 1he Flood, GOD fitteth King forcver : OhY
Let us thus in His Temple now fpeak of His
Glory! Of them that were to undergoa Storm,
we tead 5 Pfal. LXXXIIL 16, Lord,make them’
afraid of by Storm. Truly, Lord, It 3 Thy
Storm that 7 now upon s ! -

BUT then, Secondly 5 The Glorious GOD
is to be Revered in the Wayof Duty, whichby
fuch Srorms we are loudly eall'd unto,trongly
chas’d unto.

Fitft A Conremplation of the Perfelions in
the Infinite GOD, which are difeovered in the
Storms, wherein the World is Rebuked,0Lord,
artbe blaftof the Brearh of thy Nofirils ; Methinks,

: This




6 The Voice of GODin a TEMPEST.
This is what we muft be compell’d unto. Qut
GOD is Fearful in Praifes ; His Praifes are
difplay’d, are befpoke, in the Fearful Storms
that we tremble at.

HOW Confpicuous the Pswer of our GOD!
When it had been faid, The Lord bash His Way
in the Storm, it foon tollows, Who can Gand
before His Indignation ! And who can abide in
the Fiercenefs of His Anger 2 The Rechs are
thrown down by Him. How agreeably may we
now Entertain fuchThoughts as thefe > ¢ How
¢ Irrefiftible is the Power of theGloriousGOD,
¢ who can break down whatever ftands before
“ Him, and at his Pleafure bring in a Roaring
* Ocean to overwhelm whatever He fhall be
“difpleafed at ! Oh! Let me not harden my
¢ {elf againft 2 GOD,whe can car me,andall
¢ about me 20 pieces, and thete fhall be none 10
deliver us ! :

HIS Fuftice is at the fame to be confefled,
in all the Hurt, that the Storm thall do unto
us. ¢ LORD, ourSins have raifed thy Storms.
¢ In all the fad Things that are done unto us,
‘when thelWinds and the Seas are made fpoilers
“unto us, *tis the Lord againfl whom 4, bave
“ finned, that gives us and our Subftapce up
¢ unto them. Thou art Holy in aj thy Ways,
¢ and Righteous in all thy Works yea, Thou
¢ dolt punifh ws lefs than our Iniguitics bave
¢ deferved-

FOR, Oh ! how Iluftrious the Mercy of our
GOI> ! fhould Heletout buta very little more

- of
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of the Wrath, whereof there are fuch Tres-
- ves with Him, Lord, whar would become of ws!
Did not our Merciful GOD flay His Rough
Wind in the Day of His Eaft Wind, LORD,
sohat would become of us2 Verily, Tis from the
" Compaffion of ourGOD;that weate 70t confumed.
1 mind, that this Claufe, The Lord bath His
Way. in the Storm, is introduced with {uch an
Acknowledgment as this, The LORD s flow o
Anger, and greatin Power. If the Great GOD
be flow to Anger, we muft know, *tis not for
want of Great Power to Revenge Himfelf upon
the Wicked, The Affyrians werenot prefently
dettroyed upon the Pradiction of what was
to come upon them. - No, Ninive continued
a Hundred Years after this, Experience at
Iength told the Jews, who might be difcou-
raged at the Affyrian Grandenr,that theGrear
Mercy of GOD unto them, was not from any
Defett of Great Fower in Him, Syrs, Tis from
the Grear Mercy of our GOD, this His Greas
Prwer does not bring upon us, a Storm that
fhall make usvery Defolaze ! The Memorable
and Unparallel’d November-Stormwhich fill'd
theEnglith World, with Horror near Twenty
Years ago, was but a very little to what the
Omnipotent GOD can do, if He fhall come,and
it thall be very tempefluodsround about Him.
Secondly, Rifignation to the Will of the
Sovereign GOD, in all the Herss that” our
Storms may do unto us 5 This is what the
Storms of our Foyl Weasher may - very féiirié
€d
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lead us to. When the Perfed & Upright Man
of the Eaft, had his Houfe blown down by a
Storm, we find him with woundrous patience
only faying, The LORD gave, and. the LORD
has taken 5 Bleffed be the Name of the LORD.,
Storms will bring Leffes upon us. 1 Know
not what Loffes you may fee, when the Tide
15 at its Heighth an Hour or two hence. But
this I know ; It will become msito fay, © Lord,
¢ Thou taekeft nothingfrom me,but what thou
¢ firft gaveft to me 5 And, Thy Will be done'!
¢« If my GOD will enable me to glorify Him,
« with a fweer [ubmiffion to HisWill in all that
¢ befalls me 5 and beftow more of HisCHRIST
¢.and His Grace upon me, The Lord _gives me
< much more than all 1his | A Sexvant of GOD,
meeting withDifafterscould {ay,Pfal. XX XIX.
g. Thox didft iz. Behold, The Epiraph which
is to be written on the Ship, the Whasff, the
Goods that are loft in the Storm ! LORD,Thon
didft ir !’ Methinks, O Pigus Lofer, [Gaining
in Piery 1} This will be enough to quiet thee,
Thitdly. Brotherly-findnefS and Charity for
thofe who may be moft indanger of perifhing
by the Srorms 5 This now belongs to the Godly
Pan, who is a Tree bringing forth Fruit in the
Seafn thergof. Itisextremely probable,chat
in fuch an Hour as.this, we may have fome
of our Seafaring Breibren on the Coalt,whofe -
Hazard may be much greater than ours, Very
probably there may be fome in thatCondition;
Mateh, VIIL 24, Bebold, There arofe a great
Lasl s = o Tempeld




The Voice'of ' GOD in ¢ 'TE MPEST. 9

Tempeft in the fea, infomuch that the [hip' wes
covered with theWaves 5 and either Foundring,
or in hazard of being Stranded, and all to be
loft. 1 pray, let usbe follicitous for thefe
our Sea-faring Brethren'y Full of Concernment,
Full of Sympathy. “Lift up ‘a/ Prayer for
them. ' Charitable Sout,” Thy GOD may ‘hear
thee on the behalf of ' them, who may never
know how much they fare the better for thee.
Or, However thy Prayer will return into thine,
own Bofom !

Fourthly, SINCE I have fpokenta Good
Word for the Sea:faring People, I'hope, they
will hear me fpeaking 70 them. - To them~ ¥
fay, My Brethren, Oh! That you. would fo
behave your, felves at all ozbher Times,that yow
may with Courage look up to Heaven -when
Storms do oblige you-to- it The Diflreffed
Mariners, however “unmindful they ‘’have
been before their Diffr¢ffes come upon them,
yet now they come to that, Pfal.CVIL. 28.They
¢y unto the "LORD “in*their Trouble. . You
won’t be worfe than Fozab’s. Mariners ! But
Ah'! with what Confufion mufttheDevdtions
of Prayerle(sVe/fels be performed, when Storms
are diftrefling of them ! If in Fair, Weathes
there is nothing to be heard aboard, but the
Langnage of Fiends, nothing but Swearing,
and Curfing, and Obfcene Taik, and Reviling
and Slandering of Good Men,sin ' Bad Weasber
only you betake yout felves to. your Prayers 2
What caufe will you haveto fay as hain Ezr!

B '!X: Gs
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1X: 6,0 my GOD, Lam afhamed, and blufb to
Iift my Face unto thee!  We read, The fiormy
Wind falfills the Word of GOD, How juftly
may He employ the flormy Wind now to de-
firoy them, who never.did Fyifill His Word,
but always Rebel againft Him. ! Had I a
Speaking Trumper, that would make my Voaice
seach to all the Tribe of our Zebulon, 1 would
fpeak this unto them; Q our poor Brethren,
Our Wifhes for you are, That you may Fear
she Lord Exceedingly, and get into fuch Terms
with Heaven, and ‘lead fuch Lives in the
fight of GOD, as you may in the Times of
the greateft Perils by Sea, with Comfort look
back upon.

ik} may now propetly Enough go on to

fay 5 When we are contli€ting With Figura-
zive Stornis, thete is the Way of the Glorious
GOD ftill to be: confidered in them, We have
Storms befalling of us, in all that brings us
into Difturbing X Uneafy Circumftances., And
when do we find, this.prefens EvilWorld with-
eut them!y: [ MNow, e

. Firfk.- THE Glorious GOD is to be ace
knowledged asithe Orderer of all the Srorms
chat incommode us, We are fo taught of
GOD, Job: V. 6, Afflittion: comes mot forth of
she Digfl, neitber doth troudle Jpring ous of 3be
Groyud. HAI1OUE Storms are of an Higher
Ouiginal. O Mugiar; '0‘1%:{_71_!6?)88 ; Dream
rioeiof gn Lvil God, Who 10 P of the Good

One,
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One,may bring theSrorms upon thee. With an
Eye doubtlefs to fuch Fools onee abounding
in Perfia, our Good GOD fays, Ifai. XLV. 7.1
seéate Darknefs, I create Buil, 1 the Lord do all
thefe things,” Chriftians, In every thing that
proves an Exercife unto thee; think y Fhave to
do with the Glorious GOD in  what now befalls
me. There is no Buil in the City, which 1has
Good One 4 not the Doer of !

BUT then, Secondly. The Glotious GOD
is to be acknowledged in the Way of  Duty
which by fuch Sroris we ate  put uporl.
When we are tried With Srorms, there is.a
Way of 'Dary, whereéin We are to meer onr Gody
and be able with glad Hearts to fay, Job.
RXIIL 10, He knotws the way that 1take, and
when bebarh tried me I fhall come forth as Golds

More patticularly,

Firft, THE Storms of Affiftions, which
difcompofe our Affairs, and which diforder
our Spirits; Thefe are Szorms that muft have
the Way of the Lord confidered in them. The
Affli€tions, which we &now will abide us,have
that Refemblance; Amosk 14. A Tempeft in
the Day of the Whiriwind. = We meet Wwith
Humbling Things, wherein we 2o down the
Wind. We meet with Articles of Adverfity,
wherein it may be faid, The Winds are con-
trary, and whereof we too fuddenly fay, A/
;_I’Uf—’ things are againft me. ~ We +hall ‘anon
ind, That we haye this'day met with Lwm-

B 2 ' bling




iz TheVoiceof GODin-a TEMPEST.
bling things, which the laft Night we dreamt
not of.. And we Jhall Jhortly find more 4
coming.

BUT what is, The Way of 1he LORD, that
is to be taken in the Storm ?

Firft: LET theHand of the GloriousGOD in
the Adverfity,be difcerned. It is demanded ; Job
XXXIV. 29. When be giveth quictnefs, who
aben can make trouble ¢ And who can difquiet
thee, or, Tempefluare thee, O Man, with any
Adverfiry, if GOD will have no Trouble {fent
apon thee ? -Be not fuch a Philiffine as 1o fay,
It was a Chance that bappened unto me !

Secondly. LET the Exd of the Glotious
GOD in the Adverfizy, be anfwered.. It comes
apon fome Errand, which muft be complied
withal, fome Intent which muft be artended
unto. Be thoughtful on that point ; Job.X.2.
Shew me wherefore thow comtendeft, with me.
There is a Repentance, which knowefl thon nor,
O Man, that thy Tempefluons Adverfiry fhonld
{courge thee to ? Find out what is to be Re-
formed, and let it be amended; Find out what
is.to be performed, and let it be prattifed.

Thirdly. Supplications are now to he a-
bounded in. It was prefcribed of old, Jam.
V. 13. Is any amang you affiitled, let bim pray.
GOD allows it s Callon me in the day of Trou-
ble 5 Expells it, They will pour out a Prayer
aben my Chaftning it upon them. The Adver-
fity that fetsus a Fraying,the Storm that brings
us down on our knees, verily, 'tis a KindnzfS
of GOD unto us. Fourthly,
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Fourthly. DON’t indulge Frightful Ap-
prehenfions, That you fhail be Tempted beyond
what you fhall be able to bear, A Difconfolate
Perfon.under the Advance of flormy Adverfiry
may be ready to fay, I am afraid of all my
Jorrows 5 yea, to fay, I fhall perifb, by what is
coming uport me. But {ay not fo! Particularly;
If any of you feel rifing in you, a Sufpiciony
That you fhall come to want before you dyes
lay afide that Evil' Surmife, Rely on the
Providence of your Heavenly Father, and be
affured, that you fhall be provided for. Take
the Sixth Chapter of Marthew, and make 2
Living upon it.  Live upon fuch Words as
thofe ; Plal. XXXIV. 10. They that feek the

Lord, fhall not want any good thing. .

Secondly. THE Storms of Paffions Enraged
from the Provocations which inthe boifterous
Elements here below, we may meet withal s
thefe are Szorms that muft have the Way of
tbe Lord confidered in them. We are liable
to Storms of Gricf,in that forrow of this World
‘which works Death, “We are liable to Srorms
of Wrath, when we are, as we often are, Mal-
treated by our Neighbours. . Alas, the Storms
render us too often like thofe, of whom we
read, Ifai, LVII, zo0. They are like the traubled
Jea which cannot vefi.

BUT what is, The Way of 1he Lord; that is
tol?.e {’cakg% i{n Othe Sm;m 2 L

A LD a 74ft, and a Wife, and a
¥ ""”b{ #l GUD, Operat:iélj; in all tluﬂ is doné

* .

unto
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unto you. Stop not at Second Gaufes. Let
the Faithof 1he Operation of God;lun the Stora.
Fake that courfe to filence all the uprodr
within ; Plal. XXXIX, 9. I was dumb,l opened
2108 my mouth, becaufe thow didfi it Tho' it
be-2 Chaldean. that preys on you, fay, The
@ ard hath tafen away. Tho’ it be a Shimer that
aailsat you, fay, The Lord bas bidden bim,
Secondly. BELIEVE Gracious Defigns of
HOD, inall tharis done unto you, Will it
siebquell the Srorm, to heara Kind GOD fay-
ing to you in the midf of it, T will do you no
il The’ you may, be fomewhat Seafick
il what you are fo royl’d withal, yet he
gonfident of thiss Gen- Ei20.: God bas . means
stanto Goods Child of. GOD, Thy *Humilia-

gions alconl%‘t‘o Do theeGood imthe Latter End !

Thirdly;. THE Storamns of the Fears which
a2 Guilsy Confeience raifes.in a Soul, that GOD
75 nor-well pimy%d withal.s Thefe are Srorms
tHat ‘mafk havie, Tbe. Wayof 1he Losd, confider:
ed«if them: In-the Portion of the Ungodly
we. find, Bfak X1 6. An borrible Tempeft 5 o,
& Qiritfuld of florme. A Soul feif condemned
¥b‘:,._',_'111¢3 Impiepies‘ﬂﬂd‘ ImleIitiES 3 A SOLLl.
wc){Cd:‘ﬂi‘{h' the RCﬁGf‘.ﬁOI?S--Of 2 Mind. filled
withs ahe Fuzy afitbs, Lord 5 A Soul that fees
GO Angry with 1t, Hell 'gaping for; ir,, the
Pevils ready t0: feize vponit 5 and-a De-
vouring Fire and Everlalting _Bu_rmngs aflign’d
ot 3 fasely fach a Soul is in. an Horrible
Ty mnped | Unpardoned Soul, 1t a Dead flecp
e “ & :Worff;
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worfe than Fonabs were not on thee,we fhould
hear thy Outcries of the Horrible Tempelt
They would be,  Lord, Thy wrath lies
hard upon me, thon bast afilitied me with all ily
waves ! They would be, Saveme, O God, for
the waters come into my fouls, the floods oper-
flow me.

BUT, What is, Zbe Way of the LORD, thag
is to be taken in the Storm ¢

Firft. BE fuitably affeted with. the En:
couraging lnwitarions of a JESUS,who faves #s
from our finsy a JESUS who threw himfelf
into the formidable Ocean, when the Wrath
of GOD, with {fwelling and roaring Billows,
was ready to fwallow us up 3 and foappeafed
the Storaz.. A.SAVIOUR, who came into the
World, that He might fave the Chief of Sin-
ners. . That there is a JESUS, who is Able to
fave unto 1he utrermofl all. 1has come nure God
by Him, and who will caft out none that-Come
anto Himy This is Gofel. And.ef this Gofpel,
there is that Ozder given, Mar. 16, 35. That
it fhould be preached unto: every. Creature.
Polluted Soul, Be thy Sins never fo many,
there is.a, Blood which. cleanfes. from all fin 5.
And this. Bleod is.a Fountain fet. open for thee..
GOD invites thee to it... Thy SAVIQUR. in-
vites thee,. Look zwto e, and be ye faved:s,
tho thou.are, er.1be Fudsiof the Eartlyand tho™
thy Sins.haye eazried: thee to never- fo great.a:
DLiftance fiom Him, With fuch.a Woxd: thy-
SAVIOUR. now fretchies out His Hand unto,

thee
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thee as unto Perer, when he was ready to
fink. After this, Vile Defpair, Be flill!
Secondly, DON’t imagine your {elves
Usterly Forfaken of GOD, when there is no
real Ground for any fuch Imagination. Zion
was-miltaken, when the {aid, The Lord has
forfaken me. And fo are her Children too.
Say not, | bave commitred the Unpardonable Sin,
*Tis a Sin for any of yox to fay fo ! Say not,
The Spirit of GOD will make no more Impreffions
on me, Thou art zow under His Impreffions. 1t
was pleaded, Pfal. CXIX. 8, I will keep 1hy
Satutes 5 O Forfake me not utrerly, Soul, if
thou art Willing to be helped in keeping the
SFarutes of GOD, and forry that thou haft
kepr them no more, GOD has zor utterly for-
wken thee; No, and He never will do fo.
Fourthly, THE Storms which threaten the
Church of GOD in the World, with a total
Defolation, and a woful Extirpation; Inthefe
alfo, Let the Way of the Lord be taken with
us, 1he Srate of the Church, may procute
that Compellation for it 5 Ifai, LIV, 11, O
thoz :’Iﬂffﬁh’d, aﬂd_i‘qﬂbd with Tc’mpgﬂ_ Yea,
The Floods bave lifted up, O Lord, the Floods
bave lifted up therr Voice s the Fliods lifr up
heir waves, at fuch a rate, thar the Chureh
of all that People whom GOD has Redeemed
from tbe Earth, would be utterly fwallowed
up, if we had not @ flromg Redeemer, and a
SAVIOUR, who is_Mightier than the Mighty
gaves of the fea, Yet let not the Floods of
: ' the
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the Ungodly make us afraid. - But let our Cry
come to our GOD in His Temple. The Way
of the Lord, now to be taken, is, by our Cry
to calt upon a Lord, who wairs that He may be
Gracious, ( waits to hear our Cry ! ) That. He:
would Awake for the Help of His Charch and
Caufe in the World, The Difciples in the
finking Barkdid fo!: But in doing fo, Let us
cheerfully depend on the Promife of our SA-
VIOUR concerning His Church ; That tho’ as
in the Flood of old, the Fountains of 1he Great
Deep were broken ufl, and the. waters prevailed
exceedingly upon 1be- Eqrth, yet the Gares of
Hell pouring our a Flood(be it of Perfecutions;or
of Corruptions; or of Contentions) upon His
Church, They fball nor prevail againft it. A
Glorious CHRIST is aboard His Chuzch 3 And
therefore,—Flulluaz, at nunquam mergitur ille
Ratis,

THE Great GOD has begun a Storm upon
upon the Nations 3 and a Storm that will not
g0 over, till fome fpacious and ipeciousBuild-
ings, (founded on the fand of Humane Inventis
ons,) will fall, and Greaz will be 1he Fall there-
?f ! There are Foolifp Bui/dings which GOD:
1s going to Rend with a flormy wind in His
Fury ! Our Safety in fuch a ficrmy time will
be to have as much .of a Glorious CHRIST
With us as may be; and keep clofe to Him,
and His Inftitutions 5 and as for the Fooli/h
Children, whom their - Morhers here with
beavy Hearts behold bringing in a Lifelsfs Re-

ligion
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ligion and an Irreligions Life among us,—From
Juch turn away !

Fifthly and Finally, THERE is a STORM |
near unto us all 5 Yea, It 7 near, 1t s near,
and it baflens greatly upon us! A Stotm,which
will blow down our Clay-Tabernacle : The
Srorm of DEATH ; which there will be no
ftanding before: A Storm that carries with
it the Terrors of Death.

AND, Oh! What is The Way of the Lord,
which is to betaken, that we may Enjoy a

wim within when that Stor# fhall teardown
all beforeit ? O Man ready to Dye; Get a
Soul full of a CHRIST ; Lay hold on Him in
His Offers ; and let the precious Thoughts of
Him keep continually filling of thy Soul.Yea,
get a CHRIST formed' in thy Scul; with a
Principle of PIETY there conforming thee to
Him, and Quickening thee to Live unto GOD,
In the Shipwreck which the Srorm of Dearh
will bring upon thee, zow thoun art fafe : Thy
Soul will get fafe in the Fair Haven of the |
Rest that remains for the Feople of God,

4 IN the mean time, Let the Voice of the
Lord this Day Crying 1o the City, have all due |
Refpeét paid unto it.

LET it be Enquired, What Mifchiefs, a
Srorm of Contentions Qutrages, and a Flood
of Intemperate Excefies, may do unto us;
and, Let us have #o more of them'!

LET
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LET the Diffraition which this Day makes
the Lorp’s DAy a Day of o little Reft unto
us, caufe us to Examine how poorly we have
Sahbatized at other times,

LET the Uncertain Ricbes, on which we {ee
One Element this Day make fuch Depredati-
ons, and, GOD Znows ‘how foon Anotber may
 do more l—have no mote fo large a Room in
our Hearts, but let our Affeéfions be more
fet wpon the things thar are Above ;3 where
Tides can’t break thro® '€ fpoil 5 and where
we have a Better & @ Laftiug Jubflance,
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