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Undoubted Certainties.

I.r is an Article drop'd from the Pen of
One, who tho’ he were a Monarch, yet on the
Occafion of the Book which yields our Text
anto us. Chufes to-call him{elf, The Preacher.
The Hebrew- Term-ufed for this, as One of
the greateft Criticks for theOrienral Tongucs
in our Days has noted, Signifies, 4 Cirele 5
or, a company of Men gathered toge:her in
the form of a Cizcle 5 That is to fay, 4 Con-
gregazion.  The Book treats of Things,which
it was the Defire of the Writer, to have un-
derftood by the whol Congregation 5 Yea, as
a True Penitent, he is content. that his Re-
pentante for the Eisots of his Life, be Pub-
lithed in the whole Congregarion. The Term
that {cems to carsy, A Recollelting Soul, in it,
leads One to look upon this Penitent, as En-
gaged in a work, of Recolleilion 5 we have
here what he found, and what he thought,
upon a Recolleition.

17 has been Rematrk’d, That as. GOD
{uffered the Unbelicf of Thomas, for thc grea-
ter Confirmation of our Faith, by ~the  Satis-
faction which be received, So, GOD permit-
red Salomon to fall into very Faulty Senfuali-
ties, that fo from bis dear-bought Experience
and Recovery we.may all be the more, Confir-
med in the Wifdom of Religjon.

Tu £ Defign of, Th: Preacher, 1§, To thew

' wherein




Undowbted Certainties.

whetein the Chief Good of Man dces Confift g
and as One of the Ancients does Exprefs the
Thing, Ts fet the Mind above ibe Senfe. He
Refletts on the Various Things wherein M2
of Cerrupt Minds place their Happinefs 3 and
ar the knd of his Difcourfe on every One of
them, he reje&ts them, as utterly Izfufficient,
utterly Infignificant. But he continues the
Jearch,un /il he finds where itlies; which at
length he declares in this Epipbonemas Fear
G Q D, ani Keep His Commandments 5 For this
zs the whole of Man.,

TH e Promifcuoys Events, which happen
to Dying Man, while he Lives in this Tran-
fitory World, are among the Things now re-
fle€ted on. Bur, it feems, in the midft of
thefe Promifcuous Events, which hold - the
Children of Men in a con:inual Uncertainty,
there is One thing, which all Men may moft
certainly depend upon 3 The Liviag do Anow
that they fball Dy. 1t had juft before been
afferted, That the Living have fome Advan-
tage above the Dead. The Argument thus
brought for the' Affertion feems-a very
Strange one 5 For the Living do know that they
JEa!l Dy. - But the Argument will be found a
very Strong One, if yon will obferve where
the Force of it lies. Becaufe' the Living do
know thar Ibf’yﬂjdﬂ D{L', therefore "they will

prepate




4 Undoubied: Cerrainties.

prepare for Death, and by a wife prepatation
make fute of an Happy Dcath 5 Which is a
Thing that cannot be done after Death, -Up-.
on this Account, The Living are ' better of it
than the Dead.

Y o v may be fure, that Ifhallanon refume
this Confideration. In the mean time, I
bring you this Do € TR 1N E, a5 what is at
a0 Time Unworthy or Improper for us to
hearken to, but what our GOD at this Time
gives us, avery pasticular call;to hearken to.

EV ERY Man Alive, may know, and fhould
know, that be s to D).

Tuere isno Living Man, but whatamay
know, and fhould know himfelf to be a Dyg

Man! Tho' no Man otdinarily does know
When he is to Dy,or How he is to Dy,yet eVEry
Man may afluredly Know this, That heis to
Dy, and he frouid affettuoufly know ir. Let
1 Man be never fo Ignorant of other Things,
& be there never fo many Millions of Things
which he does not Kzow, yet this he zmay
know moft certainly,Toar beistoDy : He Should
Know it mait Serioutly.- An Ignorance of this,
would be a Bruitybnefs, below. what the

Beafts of the Freld are funk into.
*T'1s.a very plain Trurh which we are now
upan,
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upon. “And it looks like a Sazyr upon, a
SenfelefsWorld that fuch a Plain Truih {hould
meed any Inculcations. But, -alas, they are
Needful: And 1fhall now Study, that they
may be as Uyeful,
T HE Plarn Truth fhall have Two Enquiries
made upon i,
W e will Enquire,
Firft. How MAY it be Known by the
Living, That they are 10Dy ¢
I. O EvErYy Living ManHear the word
of the Everfiving GOD: Hear what the
GO D of thy Life, does in HisWord Speak un-
to thee, Thoumayft Know That thou fbalt
Dy 5 Inafmuch as the G O D who' now bolds
2by Soul in Life, has told thee, They Jhalt Dy
and not Live. We have that Word of GOD
for it 5 Pfal. LXXXIX. 48. What Man is be
that Liveth,and fbal] not fee Death?  We have
that Word of GOD for it; Heb. IX. 27. It #
appointed for Men once 10 Dy. The Word of
OD, which mifcalls nothing, has calld
Men, by. the Name of Mortal Men, Tho'
the Word of GO D has affurd us, That the
€ar of G O D zenderh 10 Life, yet we are alfo
aflurd in the Word of GO D,That Good Men
as well as others, muft undergo the Stroke
of Death.. It is a famoys Paflage 5 Job X1V,
Re far 302 # born of aWomanyss of Few Days.
Ys




Undonbted Certarnties.
By, Man that 35 born of @ Woman, Some have
underitood that Religious and Regenerate
Part of Mankind, whe at the Beginning of
the Bible are called, The Seed of the Woman ;
and thofe who Believe in Him that is the
Principal and Promifed Seed of 1he Woman,
Even, Thefe are thus warned of GOD, That
they muft fee tut a Few Days in this World,
and thofe Few muft be Evil Ones. The
Wrath of GOD againft Sin, firft proneunced
the Doom of Dearb upon us ; And yet, the
Firft Man that ever Dyed, was a Favoarite of
GOD. We have the Law of Death declared
in thofe Lively Oracles, by that GOD, i whofe
+ Hand owr Brearh is,and whofe are all owr 1wayss
A Lsw, athoufand times more unalterables
than any One of the Medes and Perfians 5 A
Lew, which upon Thoufands, and My riads,
and Millions, has been already Execured.
Let us go 20 the Law and to the Teftiniony.
*Tis in Gen. HL 19. Duft thon art,and #nto Daft
thou fhalt Retgrn, 1t was the{aying of the Re-
nowned Arabian Judge; Job XXX, 23.1 Anow,
thar thou wilt' bring me 1o Death 3 Tt may be
rendred, I ko, Thou wilt Return me to Death,
It {feems a Reference, and an Allufion,to that
ancient Law of Death. ' Fob feems to fay, Lam
Duft,and L fball Resurg o Dufl. Our Frameis
broke, and {poilt by dur §iz.  Deéerb'is by the
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I,d’ﬁ) Of GOD, the Pfﬂ(?[l‘y OfOuflSiﬂ. VVE are
ailinvolved in the:Fizft Sin of the Firf[i Man,
Sin is the Stimg of Death, *Tis by our 8,
that we are §ru7g 10 Dearh. | Indeed, the Se-
cond Adan will deliver us from the Death
which the Firft- ddem has brought upon us:
Bur this Deliverance will be by a Refurreiis-
on of the Dead. The Word of GOD forbids
all Imagination of Immunity from the Stroke
of Death,until the Second Adam,who isto Raife
1be Dead, thall come, and Change, and Judge
the' Woild. Then indeed, There fhull be no
more Dearh, A Tranflazion, without any Dy~
ing, 'Will be the:Portion' of the Saints; Iy
whom the New Farih {hall be Trihabited, and
Cultivated. But until that approaching Re:
volutiony, Which Oh'\ Thaer. our- G O D cvonid
baften it = 1 fay;until then, . Death will be,
Joths XXIIL, 14. “The way of all 1be’ EariL.

IT. Y £ a, O Man, Doft thou not ZA#ait;
That all the Men who have rever Lived, in
the former Genirarions, have-Died before
thee 2 'And. all in thy - oun are’Dying ahout
thee! that L 8o many Deadjand Theu never
to Dy 10 Doting Folly ! O Raving Madnets'!
Epidemical Experrence gives the Livizng 10
Know, That they fball Dy. » If alf Dlankind in
every Age has"Dyed before us, and: is Dywg

B every




8 Undoubted Certainties.

every Day about us, what an Extravagancy
would it be for any of us to dream, That we
fhall efcape the Common Lot of Mankind ?
We read, Eccl.l.4. One Generation pafferh o-
‘way, and another Generation cometh.  Yea, and
the Generation that cometb, we {ee alfo paffing
away. I repeat the Demand made of old,
Your Fatbers, where are they € Since they do
not Live for ever, furely, The Living do know
that tbey fhall dy, There have never been a-
bove Two, that have efcaped for more than
Five Thoufand Years that have rolled away,
fince the Day ‘that G O D made Man upon the
Earth, The Empireof Death, we fee, ’tis an
Univerfal Monarchy. The King of Terrcrs
has his Empire Extended fo far, that heal-
ways has the S#z, both Rifing and Setting in
his Dominions. On the whole Face of the
Farth,we will fuppofe,there may be between
Four and Five Hundred Millions of People,
In a few Years,there will not be Oxe of them
lefr. When a Few Years are paft and gone,
Thefe ( like Xerxes’s Army ) will all begone.,
And what is become of them who Peopled
the Earth in the Former Ages ? Death, Death,
has melted them all away, As Drought and
Heat Confume the Snow-water. The Antediin-
vians are not.the only Ones, who at laft have
had their Story, (dAs aTafe thar # t0ld!)) 1o

' wound




Undoubted Certainties, 5

wound up 5. Azd hedied! And be died! We
Read, Eeclef, VII, 2, Thar ;5 the end of
all Meny and the hLiving will lay it to his
heart. Oh! That we did fo1 Op) That there
were fuch an Heart in us) Our Sinful Earth
has never yet afforded any Priviledged Place
unto the Children of Men, where the Arreft
of Death could not come at them. Have any
been exempted for their Holinefs? No, The
Holy Mofes muft have it faid, Mofes my Ser-
vant s dead. This Firff Death is not the
Death from whence Righteonfnefs will always
deliver. Has Courage done it ? No s David is
dead. Has Vigour done it? No, Sampfon is
dead. Has Wifdom done it; Nos Solomon is
dead. Has Riches done it » Nos Abufuerus is
dead. It is no new thing, to heay it 1aid, The
Rich Mandied and was buried, Have the beft
Qualities imaginable preferved any Man In-
vuluerable ; that the Arromws of Death {hould
not come at him ? No, As Ufeful, as Hum-
ble, as Lovely a Man as Paul, muft have, 4
ime of Departure, A Man as dear to Our
SAVIOUR, as His Apoftle Peter, muft put off
this Ea?‘tb/y Tubernacie, And they too, whofe
Profeffion it is, To Keep others Alive ; €ven
thefe are not fuffered 7, continue by reqfon of
Death. Every Generatiop feels “the fulfil-
ment of that P:ophe%y; Ia, XX IV v, Beboid,
2 ¥ The
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The Lord nrakes the Earth empiy: *Tisemptyed
of all its old Ixhabitants.

_To render, this Meditation alittle the
more Impreiiive 3 pafs over the feveral Streets
of our Neighbourhood] tall to mind, wha
lived in fuch a place; 4nd who ih fuch a place,
but a few Years ago. And, Where are they
now? They are Gone! They are Gone! Death
has cirried them: off unto the Erernal World.
The places that have kAvw# them, now kmows
them no more. By this, the Living do know,
thac they alfo fhu// Dye.. We eannot but
know, that we {hall go after them. We know
nothing, we ate deprived of our Sehfes, if
we don’t make that Conclufion; Ifa.XX. 6,
Ard bow fhall we Efcape’ ?

1L Yea, OMan, doéft thou not feel thy
felf adying? Do not the Livimg Feel that in
their own Conflitution, frém whence they
may Know that they thall Dye? O my dying
Friends, The deadly Blow is already Sttuck 5
Dearh has already feizéd uponusy every Day
we may feel Deqsh growing wpon us. It is
got in at our Windows, We firck itin with
the Air we breath in. . What are all ear Bs-
dily Diflempers but {o many advatices of Dearh?
In all the Maladies wich which we are Dif
_ tempered,




Undoubtéd Ceryainties. 1T
temperéd, we have Deoth hacking & héwing
down our Earthly Tabernacle. The Eremy
has broken in, and is breaking down the Car-
ved work thereof, with Aves and Hammbss.

It was the Speech of Fob, Thoz diffolveft
a2y Subftance, UponThis he adds, [ Rnow thiss
thow wilt bring wme to Death, 1t feéms, HE
Anew it from thisy He found a Diffo/ation al-
ready began upon him. And fo truly tHay
we A/, -if the Living will but atgite from
what they Fee/, they may Krow, that they
fhall Dy. Tt was a Patable of the Ancients:
A Man madean Agteement with Death, nevet
to tall for him till he had Atk Warsed him
ofit. At length, Déarh dogs call for him s
and the Man Expoltulates, That e was not
Warned accotding to Agreement.  Say 7ot Jo,
replies Death, Say net fo | Did nos your Head
ake fuch aDay? Did not your Side ake fuch &
Duy ? -And fuche Day was not your Stomach bur
of order? Thofe, thofe are the Warnizgs ihar I
#fero give. O Living People,If thefe be the
Warnings of Déarh, You may know, That you,
JPall Dy. Thefe Warnings reach to every Oné’
of you all,  More or Jefs we all have fome
Touches row and then upon our Health ;.
and molt of us have, 1ika Timorhy, out Often
Infirsmiries, We dy,if We do not evér now and
thén go to Skeep.” This very Skeep, what i; it

ut




Undoubted Certainties.
but a Lively Image of Death ? How Reafo-
nable would it be for us, to fall dflecp, with
fuch Contempladions 5 I know rhefe Eyes muf}
Shortly be clofed by Death ! And, I know, I mufl
fhortly ly down in the Grave ! Our Bread is
the Staff of Life. 1f it were not for that Staff,
we fhould foon fall down,unto the Earth, into
the Esrth from whence we have ourBread Will
it always keep us from Falling ? No, were it
Manna itfelf,it muft anon be {aid,They didEer
it, and are Dead. A Great part of the Food on
which we Live,is the Fleth of Dead Creatures.
We have Dearh difh’d out to us, on out Ta-
bles., O Feed, not without this Fear, [know
1 cannot Livealways on the Dead | 1 know,Dead
Creatures cam’t fave me always from Death,
By fuch Means as thefe,the Living may know,
What indeed every One cannot but Znow,
Yea, but will an Unaffeiiing, an Ineffeiiual, a .
Noz Operative Knowledge be fufficient ! By
no Means !
W e will Enquire,

Secondly, Ho w SHOULD it be Knowa by

the Lijving, That they are to Dy ?

I. Tue Living do know, that they fhall
Dy ; But, Oh! Thatwe did fo Know it, asto
Live in a Daily Expelation of Death. A Good
Man could fay, 1 Cor.XV,31. I Dy daily. One

: "= thing
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thing in Dying daily, isto Live, with fome
fufpicious Expettation every day, Thar rhis
may be the Day of our Dewsh. 1 do not fay,
That a Man {1ould Live every day, as if he
knew it were to be the Day of bis Leath. The
S-rain of fuch an Expreffion fhould be mended.
We may very Truly, and Fairly, ‘and Jultly
thus Exprefs it ; We thould ILive every day,
as noy knowing, but that it may “be the Day of
our Death,  The Living who 'do Know that
they fhall Dy, may'yet fay with him ; Gen.
XXVIL 2. 1 know ‘ot the Day of my Death,
Inafmuch as we do Know, 1hat we {hall Ny,
but GOD: has not made Z#7st7 unto us, the
Time, we thall Dy 'we ought always to Live
Expetting of it, - We do not Anow, but that
this Hour may be the Time. Every Prayer
we make, we may think, I may be, this is the
Laft Prayer that ever I fball make. Every Ser-
monwe hear, we thay think, Ir may be, this is
the Laft Sermon thar ever I fball bear. Every
Time we are Converfing with One another,
We may think, Ir may be, this is ihe Laft Con-
Ufffdflaﬂ. And every Day’ we may think;
Tis Poffible, I niay  nor Live to " anothey Day.
Such Thoughts,they fhiould be very Frequent
with us. It looks, as if we" did not Anow,
that we fhall py, - if fuch Thoughts are not
¥ery frequent with us, :

' E Il. Tuz
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I1. Tae Livizg do Anew, that they fhall
by But, Qh/ that we did fo&a w i1, as to
make while we Live, a Thorough I'reparatior
Jor Pearh. It is the counfil of Heavenunto
usy Mat. XXIV. 44. Be ye Ready. Since we
do know, thar we fhall Py, we {hould be di-
ligent in. zaking Ready for the pyrvg Hour.
And Verily,The Lozgeft Life, is litsle Enough
to be all ipent in ngking Ready for Death.
Pearh, Oh! it requires a mighty Preparaton.
We cught Immediate y;14ay, lommediately, to
make: fuge of it, That when we Dy, we fhall
net pafs into an Eteznal Wreichedngfs s That
ouit: Dea1h-be: not the Trap: deer roLet usdown
into: Wietched and Woful, and Hopelefs eon-
fufion. . And what is it, that will Prepare us
for Leath? Jn One Word Nething huta Real
and Hearty. CONVERSION to GOD: Os; A
Principle of PIETY, wherein we fhall Begin
to Live wnte 0OD before we vy 3 Or, That
whereof you are advifed, Phil. L. é. GOD has
begyn ¢ GOO D WO RK i you.

Briefly, THis Apprehenfion, That we fhall
Dy, fhould animate us, Prefently & Earneftly
to Do, what muft be done, that we may not
be - Miferabie at our-Dearh, - And there' are
efpecially. Three Foints; which our Safety; and
our Comfort at our Degrbi wild turn upon.
Living Man, Knowing that!thou ast by’nd by
te Dy, Let thefe Three Points be profecuted
Tmmediately. THE
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T u e Firft Thing to be done,is this; With
a Confeffion of thy Sdwns, and of the Terrible
peftruction deferved by thy Sins importunate-
ly plead the Sacrifice of thy 'SAVICUR, to
be delivered from all the Wrazh 'of Heaven
which thy Sins Expofé thee to; and plead
the Rig!’)rmzjmoﬁ- of thy SAVIOUR, that fo
thou mayft after thy Dearh inherit the Blef:
fednefs of the Righreons. Ask for this Faith,
which is the Gifr of G 0 D,and then Try whe-
ther it be not grven thee.

Tu e Second Thing to be done, is this.s
Get thy Enmiry to GOD fubdued the Image
of Satan extirpated out of thy Soul, and the
Image of GOD introduced into it: A New,
Gracious, Divine Biaf§ given to thy Soul, that
fhall Incline thee to every Thing that is Holy
and Fuft and Good § The Love of GOD,and 6f
thy Neighbour Planted in thy Mind as 2 Roor
that fhall prove a Tree of Life unto thee, in
the Poradife of GOD, after thy Dearb has
tranfplanted thee. Cry to GOD for This,till
thou art upon Trial fenfible that He has
heard thy 7y & Quickened thee from Above.
~ T HaE Third Thing to be done, is this;
f'l"z!/fc_ﬂ b GO D in 1y ch a Courfe of Obedience,
and fuch a Care 1o Keep a Confcience void of
Offence, that thy' Evidences for Everlafting
Life may be kept clear, and the fudden Ap-

C proach




16 Undoubted Certainties.

proach of Death may not make thee Afra:d
with any Amazement . Keep thy Soul in fuch
an Heavenly Frame, that no fudden Approach
of Death may find thee indifpofed for the
Heavenly World,

IIL Tuege Living do Know that they
flall Dy, but Oh! that we did fo Krowit, as
to Do Now, what we thall Wb to bave doze,
when we come to Dy. OQur Deazh will bring
us to a Right Senfe of Things 5 Oh ! Thatwe
may be brought unto it, by our Senfe of This,
That we are to [y. Men have the Clearcft
Sight of Things, when they have the Dimnels
of the Shadow of Death{itting upon their Eye-
lids. The Thoughts of a Dying Man are ufu-
ally the Soundeit and the Trueft Thoughts of
his Life. We do Know, that we fhall Dy :
But now let us add the moft finithed Wifdom
unto this Knowledge. We are fo advifed ;
Deut. XXXI1.29. Ob! thar they were wife, that
they underflood this, that they w uld confider
their Latter End. There is the moft Con-
fummate Wifdom, with fuch as are fo well-
advifed, as to Confider, What we fhall in the
Larrer End, with moft grievous and irk{ome

_Regret look back upon; and now dvoid thofe
things : ToConfider, what we fhall in the
Latter End with unfpeakable Pleafure look

back
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back upon 5 and now Perform thofe things.
O Man, while thon art yet a Livizg Man,
Confider.what will ftrow Thorzs in thy Death-
bed, and what will fill thy Dearh-bed with
Joysy and order thy Life accordingly. Sup-
pofe’ thy felf in thy Laft Agonies; Thy
Breath failingy Thy Throat rattling 5 Thy
Eyes with a difmal Cloud upon them ; Thy
Hands with a Clammy Sweat upon them ;
and the Turn of the Tide waited for, as the
Term of thy Expiration. Confider, O mySoul,
what would I wifh 16 bave done, or 10 have left
undone, at fuch aCritical Time ai this! Be-
caufe the Living does Know, that hethall Dy,
Let every One that Lives, Regulate his Life,
by fuchSentiments; which the Children of
Wifdom Will for ever Fuftify.

IV. Tu e Living do Know, that they fhall
Dy »Burt we fhould {o Know it, as to be Dead
before we Dy, ‘There isan Excellent Attain-
ment which every Chriftian mualt afpire un-
to 3 Chriftian, T°wil be thy Life, to arrive
unto iv ! ‘Rom. VI. 8, Dead with CHRIST.
Sinee we Know thatr we are 'to Dy it bzcomes
us to anticipate ‘our Dearh, with a Morr ficati -
on' towards all the Things of this World,
which at our Dearh we muft parc withal.
Weare firlt of all to become Dead wnro Sin

C 2 our
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our Inclinations. to 8iz, muft be fo Dead, that
we {hall not, we durft not, Live in any known
Si7. But more cleatly ; our Wil is to Dy,
and the Wi/l of GOD muft.give Law, to. us
inftead of our own, This Death. of thy Wilt,
O Man, while thou art yet a:Living Man,will
be the Life of thy Soul. We have inus, 2
Wil full of Unjujt Appetites.. We are Sav’d,
when this Wi/l of ours is Ki//'d ; and we'come
to that 3 Mar, XIV. 36.. Father, Not what I
will, bt what thow wilr. What the Will of
GOD requires from us in His Precepr, This
we muft comply withal; utterly Supprefling
all Propenfities of our own Will another way ;
and faying, Lord, Thy Commandments .are
not grievous | . And what the Wil/-of GOD
orders for us in His Providence, we muft {ub-
mit unto it, and quiet thofe Troubles which
rife in our Hearts, when things do not go as
we would have them ; with fuch a Submiffi-
on as this, Lez the Holy One do all His Pleafure.
The Death which we muft come to is this;
OmyGOD, andmy S AVIOUR, I have no
Wil of my own, that I fhalliever any more in-
Jit_wpon. How. is it with the Dead in
C HRIST: GOD isbecome A/l in Al/ unto
them. We are glorioufly:Desd, when we ask
for nothing but GOD ; apd can be pleasd
with apy thing that GOD fhall pleafe to give

to
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to us, that GOD fhall pleafe to do with ys.
To glorifty GOD,with our own wil/ Abolifhed,
Extinguithed, Annihilated ; or to have our
will governed by the Wil of GOD, and even
fwallowed up inity and {6 to he willing that
GOD thould Strip us of all that we Enjoy
amongthe Living and even renderuslike the
Dead, who have n0'more-a Portion for everin
anty thing thut is done under the Sun 5: This tis
to Dy as all they muft, that would Live: £-
ternaly. - The beft Thing that:we can with
for, the beft Friend” which we ‘hive in the
World, ‘and which'we are moft fond of ha-
ving ftay with us in the World, is this My
Frzend,'Ob\ That Fcould fee thee Dead\ 1 long
to fee thee Dead ! Q !'may the Living be Thus
Dead'! How eafy would it be then for them
to* Dy, when their Trme comes ro Dyl Since
we Know, that we fhall Dy, Oh ! Let us Dy
into this Life of GO D, before we Dy!

A B PISETCH T\ 0.

AND! Now,

L. Dyo: we Know, that itve fhall Dy> We
the”‘K’?”w; that Ours al{o ate to Dy: - When
our kriends Dy, we Have no canfe to wonder
ar it We Know) %tis what muft befal us all!
It was urged of old,@uid abfurdins guam ur id

auod
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guod feias Ommibus effe Preferiptunm, - quaft
Speciale deplores ¢ The Words are Ambrofe’s.
Inafmuch as the Living do all Krom, that
they thall Dy, in the Death of our Friends,
there happens nothing, but what Al/ are to
Meetwithal. °Tis from this, that there was
that Inference made; 1 €or. VIL 30, Thofe
that Weep fhould be as the’ they wept not. . We
have here a Spunge for our Tears; Our
Griefs on the Death of our Friends have here
2 Moderation impofed on them. *Tis proper
for you,0 Friends,to look for a Perting Time:
To Live together, as thofe that muft not al-
ways Live rogether.

W g fee People every where Mourning
over their Departed Friends. The Mourners
go about the Strects. OneLaments with Eze-
#iel, That he has Lolt 1be Defire of bis Eyes,
with a Siroke.  Another Laments with the
Widow thatcame to Elifpa, My Husband i
dead. H-te you have the Moans of an Or-
pban, like David, My Fatber and my Mother
Jorfake me. Here you fhall fee a bereaved
Farent, \ike, Rachel, Weeping for ber Children,
and refufing to be comforted, Here the Sifters
complain, like Mary and Martha, My Brother
ss dead.  Here a Mofes is afflicted, becaufe he
buries @ Worthy Sificr,  Why, Such Things
are to be look’d for, The Livizg do Know,
that they are {o, Ay,
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A v, Do we Know this? Then let us dif-
charge our Dty to our Friends, before it
comes to this. Let us do them all the Good
that ever we can. Let our carriage to our
Friends be {uch, that if they Dy before us,We
may be able to look back with fome Confola-
tion on our Fidelity. Sirs, If a Soul Related
unto us, be Snatched out of this World hy
Death,and we muft own, that we never did
any thing for the Salvation, or the Benefit of
that Soul : Oh! the Anguifh it muftgive,--
We cannot but Kaow that it will give, unto
us!

T u e Living do Know, that they fhall Dy,
Then Make Ready for it : Firft for our own
Deaths; and then for the Death of ours ; For
we know not which may in the Race come firft
unto the Goal of pearh.

I1. T8 £ Living do Know,that they fhall
Dy : Butlet us Rejoyce, in that we Know,That
we have a Redeemer, who will one day Save
us from Dearh, and again fet us among the
Living, One thing, that we Know, is a Me-
lancboly Thing : *Tis, That we fha/l Dy. But
then, we Kzow another thing, that will make
Amends for it ; Even thatComfortable Thing;
Job XIX.25.1 know,.that my Redeemer Lives ;
and in my Flefh I fhall fee G 0 D, O Welcome

Tidings !
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Tidings ! O Joyful Tidi gs! What caufe
have we for thofe Acclamations, My Spirit
aill Rejoycein GOLmy § 4V OUR! The
Children of GO D, in the I'ays of the O/
Teflament, believed a Refurretiion. G O D
Promifed them afhare in the Blelfings of the
Kingdom of the Meffizh, ‘wherein He would
be The:sr GO D. They Dyed before thofe
Promifes- were accomplifhed. Hence they
inferr’d, Thar 1hey muft be Raifed from the
pead. Their Faith was, GO D will Redeen
#y Soul from 1he Fower of the Grave. But then,
the Gofpel of the New Teflament, has more
abundantly brought Life and Immortality 1o
Light 5 a Refurrettion to a Life of Immortality.
For now, we have feen our Lord JESUS
CHRI1ST Himfelf Rifer to fuch a Life;
and foRifen asto leave no Room for Doubr,
that He will alfo Raife HisFollowers to fuch
aLife. He has told us, He that believeth on
me fpall not Dy for ever; Tho he Dy, he
fhall not ly Dead for ever : And we have in
His Refurretiion, a moft ‘Vidtorious Demon-
ftraiion, that this Deliverer of Souls is a True
Witnefs 5 we have not been Deceived by Him.
We may then ufe thofe Anhelations; Pfal.
Cl. 2. Ob\ When wilt thon come wunto me .
Why {hould we not fay, with a Soul Trium-
phing over Death 5 Ol \ When wilt thax come,

‘and
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“and make the Grave yield tip her Dead
¢ the Earth calt forth her Slain !\ When wilt
< thou come, to deliver the Lawful Captive,and
“ the Prey of the Terrible? Rejoyce not ogainft
“ us, O our Enemy, DEATH ; For tho we
¢ fall, we fhall Rife again y when we fit in
¢ Darknefs, the Lord fball be a Light unto us,

{I1. T n & Living do Know, that they fhall
Dy. Oh! how fhould we labour to Know,
that it will not be an Unbappy Death! . For
a Livizg Man, who Knoms that he fhall Dy,
and for ought he Knows, it may be before o
Morrow 5 for ought he Kzows, it may be fo,
d'bis Night, thy Soul required ! For fuch a
Man, to be Walking in Tuch Groffer Darknefs,
that for ought he Knows, his' Dearh may
Lodge him in the Place 'of Dragons. O
dreadful Condition! O rueful: Condition }
And yet, alas, This the Condition of the moft -
in the World ! Oh ! My dear Neighbours,
Do not Continue in it !

¥ tefume, What 1 faid, T would. Why
are the Ljvizg better of it than the Dead ?
abe Living do Anow, that they Jhali Dy. But
then it is to be prefumed, That'the Living
will make a proper ufe of this Knowiedge s
and Redeem theix TimeJ Difeern their Tome,

to
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to get into Tuch @ €ondition, that they may
{ay,s My Death doill be-io Harmr unro mel

T reRE is 2 Knrowledge of which it'is
affirmed, Joh. ¥XVIL 3. This s Life Erernal.
Certainly, They wheo Know, that they fhall
Dy, fhould -ptefs after fuch a Knowledge of
GOD in our Lord JESUS CHRIST.
Oh ! Never:give ovér, till we Krzow!Him to
beour G O D;and-our SAVIOUR; till
we Know that-He will give us Life Eiernal
aftér Death

W-n a T a fweet. Knowledge is, that ?
1 Joh. HL 54. We Asnow, that we are paffed from
Death to Life. . Certainly, They who doknew,
that they fhall Dy, thould, be follieitous,that
they may have upon them the Infallible
MARKS: of Souls.Paffed: from: Death to Lifc,
O Living Ones; who Anew that you fhall Dy,
Be at no Refbuntil you can.1ay, I &zow, 1hat
[ have G HRT S for my Life, and 1 fhall have
Gain by my Death, Be at:no Reft until: yon
can f{ay, [ know, thar I Live by the Faith of the
Sonaf GO Dy who barh Loved i |

M 1 Frigads; Darenoty O Daresnot; now
to remain One day longer without thofe Ne-
ceffary Things; which the Ward ‘of"GOD
galls, The Evident Tokensiof Salvationa -

E
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B e Reftlefs, till you are able tofay g ¢
¢ amcome ¥o This 5 That I make it the main
¢ Defign and Bufinefs of my Life, to Glorify
*GOD with Perpetual Acknowledgments
¢ To§erve and Plegfe the GloriousGOD, and
“walk as having His Eye upon me 3 and Ae-
* knowledge Him 1n all my Ways,

-
<
€

B £ Reftlefs, till you are: able tofly 5 <
“ am come to This; That 1do not indulge in
‘ my-{elf any I} Frame towards my Neigh-
“ bowr 5 but heartily with him Wey, heartily
“do him Good 5 heartily Study to -deal by
* bim, as I would allow him to deal by me.

B Reltlefs till you are ableto fayy <
“ am come to This 4 That the Galls-of the Gol-
¢ pel are become Effeifual to me. When I
¢ am called wpon, To Renounce my ldols, With
‘all my Vanities and Embrace my S AVIOUR,
¢ in-all His Offcesjand Refign my delf up; 10
¢ be Poflefled by the Holy Spiru of GOD,
* my Soul can fay, I do moft Sunverely Confene
“ unto all of 1his,

O Be.Earneft, O- Be Spéedy, in making
this™ Provifion for Dearh, All y¢u’ whé do
Know, that - yoy fball-Dy, O .Let none. of
you Deldy to provide for this, .That yout

_ e Dearh
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Death may not find you in your 875, but
that you may be found in GHRIST, and be
found of Him in Peace at His Coming,

A 1 1 that now remains, is, To Drop and
Leave this Awakening Word upon the Audi-
tory ; If any of you, O our dear People, are
found Unprepared for Death, when you are
overtaken with it, you will be 'of all People,
the moft Inexcufable |

Bu T the more Inexcufable, becaufe of
the Connfils and Warnings 'which our ' Glori-
ous GOD Hhas in the Works of His Providence
difpenfed unto us. Oh!Letus not be found
among 'thofe, who Regard not the worksef the
Lozd, nor the Operation of His Hands,

Y £ 4, thofe who mav not Speak i the
Church,’ does our Glorious Lord Employ to
Speak : to Speak by us,and Speak by whatwe
Jee in them, fuch Things as: we ought cer-
tainly to take much Notice ofi

A Gracious Handmaid

Mrf'wA BIGAITL of theLord,is lately gone

SEWALL " the  from ys who by het Seri-
Confort of the Ho- i

nourable Judge ' ous PIETY. moft 3&.532110-

SEWALL. nately Chufing that' Oeond,

% Purt
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Paye that She found with and in' her SAV]-
QUR'; by a Singular Goodnefs of Temper,
which Endeared her to Every One, and ador-
ned her Profeflion'; and by a zealous Delight
and Study to be a Bleffing in the Relations
which GOD affizn’d unto her ; Spoke while
fhe Lived, and bzing ‘Dead She yer Speaks 5 as
One among the Purrerns, which ‘the Daugh-
ters of Zion owe a Refpet unto,

Bu T then Hiftory mantions an Excellent
Perfon who dying very Suddenly 3 was found
fitting Dead in hisChair. Some would have
made a Rath Interprecation of it.  But GOD
ordered it, that he was found with a Book
lying open before him, and his Finger Poin-
ting to-thofe. words 5. Whateven-Death a Righ-

teors One may be prevented withal, yet be fhall
be in Reft.

T rt$§ Vertious Woman, has Dyed very
Suldenly. And by a very Sudden Death, —
butnaco fuch a Prepared Soul-what an

Py DeIhY~— Slie*has alfo Spoken This uhtd
Us. My Friends, Top may be Well One Day,
Dead the NexeV Wy at Supper, Dead before
Midnight. Oh1 Be ye always Ready. Imme-
diately get into fuch Good Terms with Heaven,
that you may Dy Rejoycing in the Hope of the

Glory
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Glory of G OD. - Immediately DifpatclEvery
thing, which muft be done, thax you may Dy
Comforiably.. Bewares Left your Lord: coming
Suddenly, may find you i# any Poirt Unprepared
Jor Him, :

T ais is the Voice of GOD:. it Gries wnto
zhe City, in the Death of His Depazted Hand-
maid ; Well-advifed wey; To-Day. if we bear
His Voice unto us. :
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