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Propagation of the Gofpel
ndie BEAST: -

BEING AN

| Account of the Succels
OF TWO

Danifb Miffonaries,

Lately fent to the

EAST-INDIES,

P OR T HE

CONVERSION

OF THF
HeaTHENS In MALABAR,

Infeveral LET T ERS to their Cor-
refpondents in Europe ;

CONTAINING
A NARRATIVE of their VOYAGE

to the Coaft of Coromandel, their Settlementat
Tranquebar, the Divinity and Philofophy of the
Malabarians, their Language and Manners, the
Impediments obftrutting their Converfion, the
feveral Methods taken by thefe Miffonaries, the
wonderful Providences attending them, and the

Progrefs they have already made. |

Rendred into Englidh from the High-Dutch: 4nd De-
dicated to the moft Honourable CORPORATION
for Propagating the Gofpel in Foreign Parts.

LONDON, Printed and Sold by 7. Downing in Bartho-
lomew-Clofe near Weft-Smithfield, 1709.
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' Moft Reverend Father in GOD,

T HOM A4S,
Lord Archbifbop of

CANTERBURT Sc

PRESIDENT:

AND TO
The Reft of the Members of the So-

ciety for the Propagation of the Gofpel in
Fcrelgn parts.

ARTOU'S and Wonderful have
been the Revolutions of the
CHRISTIAN RELIGION finceits
ﬁrﬂ: Rife and Foundation. And it affords

no fmall Matter of Comfort, if ane
hilently trace and confider the At fec-
A2 ting
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The Epiftle Dedicatory.

ting out of Chriftianity into 2 World,
that was overfpread with the blackeft
Clouds of Darknefs and Ignorance, and
{way'd by fo many infernal Powers, as
one would have thought it then ucterly
impoflible; it fhould make any Im-

preflion ‘at all on that Generation, fo

- deeply enflav'd by Sin, “and fetterd by

||||||||||

Power. When it was but

yet was there Life in jr » -.and 'whenait

appeard in Smalnefs like 2 Grain of Mu-
ftard-feed, yet was

lo many Chains of Spiritual Darknefs,
Superftition and Idolatry. But here'the
Eye of Reafon is ar 2 fland | All Rati-
onal Inferences and Conclufionss falling
infinitely  fhort  of the myfterious
Depths in the Oeconomy of Providence.

For even then, when Religion feem’d
to be at the loweft Ebb, it was but a

rore-boding of 2 new Spring-Tide that
thould move on gradually. When it
made the meaneft Figure in the World,
It Was not even then wholly deftitute of

an Embrio,

it attended even then
with



The Epiftle Dedicatory.

with an intrinfick Energy and Penetra-
tion; and when it'was but in its Dawning-
State and Condition, yet would now
and then one Ray, by darting it felf
forth, give chaleto the combined For-
ces of Darknefs, and vi&orioufly
triumph over the moft obftinate Oppo-
fition, that the World and the Deyil
could raife againft ic.
- It made Acempts upon Kings and
Princes; And fuch as are commonly
' moft averfeto bow to the Scepter of a
Religion, preaching up nothing fave
JESUS CHRIST, and Him cruci-
fied 5 and requiring a Life fo much con-
trary to the whole Bent and Bials of /
the natural Man ; yet were conftrain’d to
bow their Scepters, and willingly or un-
willingly to confefs a Power greater than
theirs. Here a2 Luxurious Felix trem-
bles, and a proud Agrippa muit be al-
moft perfwaded to be a Chriftian ; and
this by a Man too in Bonds, whole
8 Bodily



The Epiftle Dedicatory.

Bodily Prefence and Speech ufed to be

weak and contemptible. fgpis
All which is a plain Evidence and

Demonitrationof that fecret Light of

Conviction, that pricking and ftinging

. Power hid under the Gofpel of Chrift ;

and how hard it is for the moft Rebel-

'/ lious Spirits, to kick againft it.  There'is

a SalutarySting in the Religion-of Chrift,
which being filently convey'd into the
Soul, leaves often a2 moft healing Im-.
preflion : And this even fometimes teo
without the Addition of any auxiliary
Helps, borrow'd from humane Arts and
Learning; tho thefe yet be not alto-
gether to be delpifed in fuch Attempts
as taele, but only to be manag’'d with
{uch Prudence, as they may prove {ub-
{ervient to the MAIN SCOP E of 2
true Miflionary of Jefus Chrift. -

- Thus the Religion of the Holy }E—
SUS has, throngh the fierceft Oppofition
of the Kingdom o_f Darknefls  from

the



the Beginning, €ven until  now ,
@il made its Way. But this has been
.- deed not without much Toil and La-
bour, Sweat and Blood ; while the Ad-
verfary as ftrongly difputed, with his
wonted virulency and malice againﬁ:
Chrift, every Inch of Ground that has
been gotten fromhim.  Yea, fometimes
alfo his Subjeéts, and the Children of this
World, have been Loth more Zealous and
mote wife in their Generation, than the
Children of Light in theirs.

However, a diligent Obferver of the
fundryDifpenfations of CHRIS TIANITY,
even from its frlt Rife and Difplay,
may difcover moft glorious Traces of
the Wifdom of God, in carrying on
the Work once begun, fo asto con-
found all the Power and Policy of Hell.
Religion has all along movd on, Dot
in a_fond fluttering, but 2 (taid gradual
~way : Not by Starts and by Girds, but
by Degrees wonderfully link'd together,
though often {eemingly broke and put

alunder, A 4 W hen



The Epiftle Dedicatory.
' When the common Enemy {up-
pofed Religion now to be at the laft
gafp, it revivd again, like a fecond
Phenix, being made frong out of its
Weaknefs, and {pringing up again, as
from its own Afhes. The Blood that
was fo plentifully drawn from thofe
that firft embraced it, did but ferve
only, to render then the whole Body
the -more healthful and more Vigorous ;
Which now by Swuperfluity of Naughti-
nefs all this while contradted, 'is fall’'n;
alas! into moft defperate - Diftempers.
It was a plentiful fruitying Shower,
enrieking you know the Soil, wherein
Chriftianity was {prung up, and ad-
vanging its Seed to macurity, in a2 man-

ner both moft effectual ah_d moft fpﬁcdy.

“Twas thought therefore, the follow-
ing Letters conld not be but acceptable
to fo Honourable 2 BODY as Yours,
concern’d in renewing this Blefled Apo-
ftolical Work, by propagating the Go-

1o lipek



The Epiftle Dedicatory.

{pel of Chrift in Foreign Parts.  Since as
by the Means of your generous Enters
prize, fome Beams thereof have been
caft even upon the WESTERN World
{o a fmall Ray of Vifitation begins to
return, it feems, to the EASTERN Trat
again, after o dark; long and dilmal
an Hour of divine Judgments pourd
out upon thefe Nations. - Wherefore, as
our Candle borrowd 1its firft Luftre from
their Suns; So the Ewuropean Nations
may be glad, both to walk and to 7e-
joice in the Light whilft they have it
nay, {uffer: themfelves to be warm'd,
moulded and enliven'd in fuch 2 manner
by it, as their refplendent Life and {hin-
ing Converfation of Faith and Love ke
{catter'd at laft into the darkeft Corners of
a World, that lies buried, as in the thick-
eft Nighe of Infidelity and Barbarity, of
Superftition and Idolatry ; and convey
thicher Healing to them under its Wings,
For truly the Light of the GOSPEL muft
needs be of a communicative Nature :

and



The Epiftle Dedscatory.

and if the Sun may be put under 2
Bufbel, fo may That. As CHRIST the
Sun of Righteoufnefs, doth notcontract
his Beams, buc difplay, diffule ,
fpread and featter themy fo are thefe
. likewife, that in any Degree have ta-
. fted of that CATHOL ICK, and dif-
~ fufive Spirit refiding 1n him.:

However, it hath been the Obfer-
vation of many: That, if our Europe-
an Nations don’t ‘improve :the . Light
whilft they have it, but fhue their Eyes
againft it, it may then, by its free and
unconftrained Motion, take its Flight
to thofe that will give it a better En-
tertainment ; leaving them (which God
mercifully prevent!) in Darknefs.

May the Great God crown all your
- pious and charitable Endeavours for

the Good of his Catholick Church ! That

fo while manyare ranning to and fro, both
rohe tfurtheREaftandWeft, € HRISTIAN

KNOWILEDGE may be encreafed hereby
mightily ; and every Knee may fhortly
come, |



The Epiftle Dedicatory.
come, in the molt diftant Corners of
the Earthy; how datk and barba-
rous {oever at prelent, to bow at the
Name of FESUS, and the Outcafts of the
Gentiles, both to confefs wich the
Mouth, and acknowledge in the
Heart, (as allo exprefs by cheir Lives)
that HE is the Lord. May the the LORD
‘be plealed to inable You, undauntedly to
profecute thefe moft Woble and Heroi-
cal Defigns thac lie before you, for his
‘Glory only, and the Good of Souls!
And thus over all the Weorld may the
BRITISHCONZMUES TS be ex-
tended, while you gain {till new Accef-
{ions to the Kingdom of Chrift, and con-
quer not for your felves, but for HIM!
Hence will the Name of BRITAINS
be made every Day more glorious by
a continued Train of Vi&ories over
the common Enemy, the Great Tyrant
of Mankind, and Prince of this World,
who muft be made at length to yield
up his Vaft Territories and Dominions

(G
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The Epifde Dedicatory.
to the Prince of Righteoufnefs and Peace.
And this will moft certainly prove the
Crown-Work of all other Viories
gaind hitherto; fince' by this Means
the Knowledge of C HRIST will
at laft cover the Face of thc whole
Earth, as the Waters do the Sea 5 and all
the World be full of the Mujefly of
his Glory, while Trath fhall again flou-
rifh out of the Earth, and Fuffice and
Peace embrace each other ; Nor they on-

1y, but all the divine Virtues and Graces
"\ meet together, in a People that (hall be
/| born, in thele latter Days, whom the Lord

fhall have made, and not Man!
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(i)

Preliminary Difcourfe
rColl?éeirning the i
CHARACTER
[ MISSIONARY.

~I YHE fad Fate of the Eaffern Churches
8 ought for certain to ftrike Terror

" and Compaflion into every Chriftian
Soul. . ’Tis very well known, both what a flourifth=
ing State they have been formetly in, and what
they are come to at this Prefent. What
hath been their Fate, by the righteous Judgment
of God, may in Time, according to the fame,
be ours alfo; unlefs fome effetual Remedy be
timely taken to prevent that, which we have fo
juft Reafons to be afraid of. Forafmuch as
there may be difcerned eafily the very Seed of
thefe Judgments, that brought them (when the
- Meafure of their Iniquities was compleated,) toa
mature Deftruion, budding forth ‘apace in our
Enropean Nations : And the Root of all thofe
Evils and' Calamities that befel them, not only
- a {prout-



i 4 Preliminary Difcourfe concerning

{prouting out of the Earth, but already grown
as it were, to a mighty 1ree.

§. 2. The falling away from the FIRST LOVE,
drew down, upon the Angel of the Church of
Ephefus, that moft terrifying Menace: I milk
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy Candle-
[tick out of his Place, except thow repent. And the
firf Love being with Time run to fo low an
Ebb, and the State of Chriftendom further and
further ftill removed from that heavenly Flame,
which ran through the firft Believers ; it is no
Wonder, that we are in an Age quite frozen
over with a dead Darknefs of want of Love and
Charity, '

§. 3. And as the Decay of the Primitive Love
~  of Chriftians was that, which was the Ruine of

the Church of Ephefus in particular ; fo we find,

- in like Manner, that the Corruption of this Love,
which was, we know, the Fault of the Nrcolairans,
was eyidently the Deftru&tion of the Pergomear
Chriftians. For this corrupt Love, as it was taine
ted both with political and carnal Ends,drew that
dreadful Denunciation of War from Heaven up-
on the Angel of the Church of Pergamus, by the
Mouth of Chrift himfelf, as a perpetual Moni-
tory to all future Ages againft defiling, or pol-
luting the Myfteries of Chriftian Communion,
as in the Bond of the Spirit. Herein it was declared,
That without a {peedy Repentance, they were to
expect his fudden Coming to judge’em ; and cer-
tainly to depend upon it, that, however they might
think to fecure and skreen themfelves from Men,
by their finful Compliances with the Times, or
a wicked Complaifance for the Humours and
Affe@tions of flefhly Chriftians 5 they fhould ne-
Ver



the Charaller of a Mifionary.  iii

ver be able to deliver themfelves from Him,
who hated fuch bafe and carnal Condefcenfions,
and would therefore fight againft them with the
Sword of his Mouth. Which he accordingly foon
after did ; as from Hiftory it appears. And is
there not the fame Stwmbling-Block in the midft
of us at this Day, as was heretofore amongft
them? Are we free from all Political Ends:
and Aims in our Religion ? Or, is there nothing
of the World, or of the Flefh, that creeps in, and
veils it felf under the fair Covering of the Spi-
rit? Is not the Do&rine of +hat political Pro-
phet Balaam, defigned for pleafing of Princes
and mighty Men, for making our felves Great or
Rich 1mn the World, and for keeping our felves in
perilous Times from Perfecution, and the Crofs of
Chrift ; as eagerly purfued among our Chriftians, as
ever it was among any ? Are there not the very
fame Maxims held by our modern Temporizers,
as by the ancient ones? Are they not as zea-
loufly advanced, and fhamefully praciifed, as
ever they have yet been any where? Iam afraid
they are. Let therefore every one here examin
his own Heart, that would be thought to be a
Chriftian indeed. For we are to remember, that
he that walketh in the midft of the Churches,
bath Eyes as a Flame of Fire, and is a Searcher
of the Reins. .

§: 4. The WANT of DISCIPLINE in the Church
Of Thyatira was, notwithftanding all their good and
laudable Works befides notwithftanding the Fer-
vour of their Charity, the Purity of their Service
and Worthip, the Orthodoxy of their Fasth, and
“the Conftancy of their Patience, yetcharged by
Chrift upon the Angel thereof, as a ault, attend&-

a 2 &



iv. A Preliminary Difcourfe concerning

ed with the very worft “of Confequences : And
was confequently not long after the fad Oc=
cafion of the entire Defolation of that once flou-
rithing Church. Her Candleftick was removed
out of its Place, not for any formal ldolatry,
or Corruption -in Worfhip, by her eftablifhed ;5
but becaufe, negledting the wholefome Difczpline
that was in the Beginning, fhe tolerated and fuf-
fered that Woman Fezebel, who called ber [elf “a
Prophetefs, to ‘tempt and’ [educe the Servants of
Chrift. That is, becaufe " fhe did not take the
due Care in the Trying of Spirits, according to
the Rule that was given her by Chrift and his
Apoftles ; but was too eafie, either in liftening
to the Pretenfions of fome, (that feem alfo to
“have been in great outward Authority) pretend-
‘ing to a more than ordinary Spirituality, with-
out the requifite Purity of ' Life and Dodrines
cor at leaft, in indulging them too much, and
not adually feparating them from her Commu-
nion, by delivering them up for a Seafon to that
Spirit which had taken hold on them 3 both for
‘the Churches Security, and their own Salvation
in the Day of the Lord. it 02t
§- 5. This appears to have been the original
Caufe of all the Evils and Calamities, that be-
gan fo early to put forth in the "Angel of
the Church of Thyatira. Hereby, not only the
Propagation of the Chriftian Faith was among
infidels exceedingly hindred, but alfo = fuch
great  Corruptions, both in  Worfhip ~and
Manners, by little and little crept into their
Church, though founded upon the moft excellent
Conftitution, as their Sanctwary was defiled and
made an Abomination; which brought on the

- De-
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Defolation foretold. We know. alfo on the o-
ther Side, that it was the great Commendation
of the Primitive Church of Ephefus, that thofe
. that were fet over her with Apoffolical Autho-
rity, being herein faithful to their Trufl, could
not: bear them that mwere evil, but drove from their
Communion ,as : many. as. they could difcover to
have forped a Commiflion from Chrift, which
they +had not; fo. admitting now. to-the Work
of the Miniftry but fuch as were able, fufliciently to
prove their Call and: Miflion not. to be of Man,
but, of  God.. Well therefore, did our Lord {ay.:
1 know,: bow: thou haft tried them which. [ay, they are
:;;x_ﬂpajﬂ.q;r-;;; llor Miiﬁonat‘ies from me’| aud are nots
and. haft found them. Lrars. This was :the Epbefi-
«n Difcipline, under: the Infpeétion: of St. Fobn,
as Hiftory tells: us; which preferved that Church,
till the total Decay of their Primitive Love at
laft occafioned the Subverfion of it. . : '
1§46 But, alas! what: have we at: prelent in our
‘Churches of this holy and moft neceflary Difcipline,
by which the pure were heretofore  {feparated from
theimpure,the holy from the unholy, the True A po-
ftlesand Minifters of Chrift from theFalfe,the Spirs-
‘tual Chriftians from the Carnal, the foterly devout,
from' the ranting Nicolaitans; or 1n.a. Word : the
chaft Virgin of the heavenly Sioz, from the Spi-
~rit. of Fornication in the myitical Babylon, the
‘Foundations of whofe Tower do cover the
Barth, 'as the Top thereof weunld vie with the
Heavens? Or rather, what a ftrange Medley .is
‘there to be found at this Day, even among Pro-
_teftant Communities, . for want of the Primitive
way of Trial of Spirits and Perfons, and the Cor-
yuption, or Lofs of the Apoftolical Difcspline 3 Fgr
2 3 _ 43 y
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by defpifing the Rod of the Lord, ordained for
the Chaftifement of Offenders, and making no
Account of the two-edged Sword, going out of
his Mouth, and appointed for the Trial of Spi= -
rits 10 the Church, have not all Things been
miferably blended ; and the World brought into
the Church ; as the Church alfo into the World,
being laid open and in common, without any
fuch Barrier as in the Beginning was fet up ?

S.7.And what can we now expe& better than they,
who have had their Candleftick this long time ta-
ken out of its place, except we repent ? Or how do
we think to deliver our felves from the righteous
Judgment of Chrift, while weabufe or defpife that
Power which was by Him once committed to his
Apoftles and their Rightful Succeffors; and do
what 1sin us, belie the Holy Ghoft, while we a&
as if we thought Light could have Communion
with Darknefs, Chrift with ‘Bélial, or Truth
with Falfhood ? Which for c¢ertain cannot be
fo long as God and the Devil are contrary.
And why then muft the Church of Chrift'mix
with thofe that are of the Synagogue of Satan?
Wherever this is tolerated, there will God  vifit
undoubtedly, let them pretend in' the mean while
to wifh never fo much for the Reftauration of
the Primitive Difcipline and Order: and will
furely abhor his San&uary that is thus profaned.
Letus then remember the Churches of the EAST,
and repent, while we have :yétﬁ"ime: left; 'when
we fay, Peace and Safety, and ‘that we are'in 7o
Danger, a fudden DeftruGtion ‘come upon 'is,
which we thought not of), as Travail ”P""t'*; 4 Wa-
man with Child. WG 4

5. 8,
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§. 8. Wherefore it behoveth the Exropear

Churches, and particularly they that bear the
Name of ‘Evangelical and Proteftant, to . be now
more than ever, watchful, and to ftrengthen the
Things that remain among them, but that
are ready to die; fince it ‘manifeftly ap-
pears, that their Works are very far, let their
Pretenfions be what they pleafe, from being per-
fe&t before God. The Deadne[s and Coldnefs of
the Church of Serdis, muft be a Warning to all
Church-Societies, how little available it is, to have
the Name and Form of an Orthodox Commsunion,
without the Life and Power which fhould attend
it. Since the moft Primitive Form, without the
Primitive Spirst, to €nliven It, would be no more
acceptable in the Sight of God, than a deadCarcals :
Or, no more the Mark of a true Church, than a
Body without a Soul, is of a true and living Man.

§. 9. It is the BOND OF THE SPIRIT, which
is the Unity-of the Church ; in"like Manner as all
the Members of the Body have Fellowthip with
each other by-the Soul, and without it corrupt, |
and lofe the vital Bond of their Union : So that |
without the SPIRIT there can be .no true
Church, but only a dead Image thereof. For

- without the Spirit of Chrift how, think we, can,

the Church be the Body of Chrift? Or we his
Members, if we live not by this Spirit ? Or, how
can any that are not called, and feat, by the:
fame Spirit, be rightful Afiffionaries to quicken '
thofe that {it in the Borders of Death and Dark- |
nefs, and to make them of Members of Satan to |
.become Members of Chrift ? Or, do we think
that they that are dead, can raife the Dead ?

But if the.Dead cannot raife the Dead 3 then thele
a 4 that
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that are fest, to turn Souls - from Darknefs to
Light, Afks xxVi. 2.17, 18.) and to raife up to
Life, thofe that are SpirituallyDead, that is, fenfual
and Animal, #zot having the Spirits muft'be them-
felves full of the Spirit of Life, or the ‘Spirit of
Yefus, to the end they may transfufe thereof .
‘nto others. This Order moft glorioufly appear-
ed in the Primitive Time, and was kept up for
- while. But when this Spirit withdrew and
left the Body, by being neglected, and not duly
waited upon, no wonder it is, that the Eaftern
Churches were accounted no better than Rottennefs
before God., and caft out of his prefence as
Dung. O may this never be our Fate'! |
§. 10. But arethere not alfo among our En-
opean Chriftians found a great many, wlo are,
: ifp not quite Dead, yet at: leaft Half-dead ; who
" have in them fome little. Sparks .perhaps of the
Spiritual Life, but underftand not much of the
¢rue Power. of Religion ?. Thofe halt ~with
. fort of Indifference betwixt God and Baal,
Chrift and  Antichrift, ‘the Spirit of the Lord,
and the Spirit of this World, and are neither
properly Cold nor, Hot in the Duties of Reli-
gion, but Lukewarm. NOwW for as many as are
of fuch a Laodicean Temper, having as' much re-
gard to the Fafhion and their Intereft in this
1ife, as tothe Truth and their Eternal Intereft
in the next ; how can they otherwife expett but
t+hat when Chrift cometh as their Judge, likea
Thief in the Night, He will fpue them too out
of bis Mouth, ' as ‘he did heretofore fo many
Churches, much better conftituted than” any at
#his Day, being originally of .Apoftolical Foun-
‘dation? Wherefore they gloried in the Excel.
-' ' lence
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lence of their Conftitution; even .as we.now do,
and  faid; they  were) Rich, and rhad great in-
creafe ‘of Spiritual Goods and G],fts, even {0 as
they: had #eed of wothing.::Bat Chrifk, -when he
came to vifit ‘themi,: made. them qulckly {fee their -
Wretchedue/s, and M ery, and., Pwerty and
Blindnefs,: and Naledneﬁ, notmthftandmg all
their  high Boafts. : And when he comes to. vifit
us, ‘poflibly he: may make usto feeyas .much as he
made ‘thém 5 except wer repent; and, remember
what we? have neceiv’d . and heard, . and -be Zez-
lous,: holding faft with; the Form of: Sound Words
thé Power thercofyitol God’s;Glory, and the univer-
{al Edlﬂ"‘atlon of his. Ghiireh: joi o3’

§. 1. Methinks 3t -fhould. be: hlgh time b;f
the | Bmken Walls. of ;our Fellow-Chriftians; to
repair our oW i .and. by their. being expoled to
the Mercilefs infults; of,the Enemy, to fortifie
our delves againft the ' {fad Calamities: beginning
to aather over outr Heads:  But the. Ax muft be
laid to-the Root. ’Ttis not the carnal Arm, nor
the- Wifdom: and. Laws of Men, that wﬂl
fhelter our Religion -againft the Inundation of
God’s Judgments 3 -but a fincere -Reformation of
Life. ~And this being fetled at.home,  will cer-
tainly extend it {elf. abroad , and like an Hea—-
venly Light,: caft: its Beams into the moft d1-
ftant ‘Parts of the Univerfe, by degrees Warm-
ing and . cherifhing fuch Souls as fit: as yet in
'Darknefs and in the Shadow of Death
. 12, The Soul bemg united firft. to God,
.wﬂl undoubtedly unite - it felf to all fuch as in
any manner belong to him, and by that unitive
and “loving Spirit received from on high, learn
t0 add to. Bratherly. Kindne[s, Umwr/él Charity, 2

Pet.
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Pet. 1. =. This Spirit of TUniverfal Love ties a
Chriftian toall fuch as defcend from God, butin
» clofer manner to fuch asby being bornof God,
bear now his Image in a more eminent degree.

§. 13.Whenever this Spirit by his Gracious Ope-
sation hath fhed abroad the Love of ‘God in our
Hearts : there will certainly gufh forth Rivers
‘of livinfg Water, to quicken thofc that are near

‘and a far off, if but in fome degree qualified

for receiving them. The Love of God is {o
communicative a Love, that fucha one as is in Pof-
feffion thereof, will find ‘a fweet conftraint up-
on his Spirits, ‘to bring, if poflible, -all Man-
kind to the Enjoyment thereof, And the {ame
Spirit, which'is a Spirit of “Love, being alfo a

‘Spirit of Power and of a found Mind, will put

‘Life and Motion into 'him, toattempt at lealt,
the real Converfion of his Fellow-Creatures.
As the Spirit of Love will make him willing, {0
‘the Spirit of Power will make him able, and the
Spirit of a found Mind, wife, 1n {0 Generousan
Undertaking as this. Wherever thefe Three go

‘hand in hand linked together, there without

doubt will be Means found out, to remove .at
latt, though not without toil and labour,. fuch
Obftacles, at whofe Sight humane Reafon' ufually
ftarts back. For though it now and then may
feem wonderfully bufie, and “a&ive “to an' ex-
cefs, yet it is as dpt to ‘give ‘over at 'the ap-
pearance of any uncommon Difhculty 5 “it finks
wnder the weight of “any' diftrefs, hecaufe it
is deftitute of an higher Power to {upport it.
Humane A&ivity left to ‘it felf, 1slikea Pilot,
that quits the Helm at the -approaching Storm, and
fets the Shipa drift at the Mercy of the:Billews:;

' whereas
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whereas he that aéts upona more folid Principle,
ftands to his Tackle, and bears up againft foul
and Tempeftuous Weather ; and though he
fhould be tofs’d up and down for a while, and
feem to be upon the very Brink of Deftruétion ;
yet ‘may he even then feel a fecret power In-
vifibly fupporting him: and hereby he will be
{fure, to get out at laft, fafe and found.

§- 14. This Spirit of LOVE, is undoubtedly the
firft Qualification towards a fincere Mifiionary.
‘Wherever this Love is ~ become the moving
Principle, there it will be likewife a conftant
Monitor, to a& upon a found Foundation, and
to make every thing fubfervient to the Adasmn
Scope. Upon which occafion I can’t but men-
tion St. Auftin’s Saying (a): Buisquis rette proxi-
mum diligit, boc cum eo debet agere, ur etiam ipfe
toto corae, tota anima., tota wmente dilicat Deum.
¢ Whofoever fincerely loves his NeiBhbour,
¢ fhould make this his Bufinefs, that his Neigh-
¢ bour as wellas himfelf, might Love God with
¢ all his Heart, with all his Soul, and with all his
¢ Mind. Which indeed would prove the Sum
-and Marrow of the whole Goipel of Chrift,
and qualify the Soul both for receiving and duly
improving fuch Gifts and Talents, as the Lord
fhould be pleafed to beftow, for the mutual Edi-
fying of the whole Body.

§. 15. This Inlarged Love, as it is a moft no-
‘ble charatterof a Miflionary, fo it takes off, or
-at leaft moderates, the Spirit of Partiality, which
too many are influenced by, in Undertakings of
this Nature. Tis fofficiently known, how emi-

i é nently
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() De Do&r. Chrift. Jib. 1. cap. 22.
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nently ' thofe’ of .the « Raman-Catholick. Commu-
nion -have_ﬁgnalized themfelves hitherto by fend-
ing ‘Miflionaries to the moft diftantParts of .the
World,” and overcome the moft obftinate ' Dif-
fienlties-attending ufually {o Hazardous Attempts
as thefe. = What Principle they -have acted upom,
and with what dexterity they have managed it,
1 will nothere inquire: intai -~ Fis; but too, well
Kiown; (that:many, compals «5ea: and: Land to
swake one Profelyte; and:when heis made, make
‘Hifictwofold morethe Ghildcof Hell 4han them-
felves. Which Spirit of i partialityy as. it very
miich © foures the,Mind,: rendring -it unfit for
propagating true Wifdom ;i (fory-this 1s mithest
*rﬁ?’tia[ﬁy} Jam. 11k j37:) S0 .1t fpreads .it{elf
-too ‘mich through all the Parties of  Chriftianity,
smany: bemng more. concern’d about propagating
gheir. peculiars way of Worfhip, with fome little
external Formalities;than the T RUOT H as 1t’is
1] B 8 U8, Epha 1V 2.1.)'and «thus neglecting
‘the 'Subftance -for-a - Circumftance, make but

fortly rwork: tDW.&I‘d_-s;r;erOmOtiI‘lg .the Caufe of

Chiift :and the (Good of the Church univerfal.
The fadiConfequeneesof .this Way. may the Rea-
dev feein part exemplified in the Gondut of fome
of the:Roman-Cathalick Miflionaries; related page 34.

_of the. following Gollefion of Letters. -

5 ;

§. 16. This Spirit -of: Catholick | lsove and Be- '

nip nityrwill Infpire -the Mind; with' Manly and
Geperous - Impulfes; - and cleariclte from - thefe
‘méan and\finifter :By=ends, of Profity party, and He-
‘noyr, which are apt o 'break the beft-contrived
Projects. For détithe. Defign. be never; {o-noble,

wdnd the Method to a& by, never {fo wifely fore- |
anagement of |

cafty-if it--but-falls -under the.

|

E
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Hands' polluted .~ with "“bafe and * ‘mercenary
~ Ends, it will'hardly work a ‘Spiritual Conver-
fion of Souls. 'Alas! what can be expe@ted from
~Men influenced in what they do with - World-
ly Refpeds, having the ' Eye fixed on no other
Mark, than ‘the' getting 'a Living! However, if
we fee ‘Men’' wrought upon’ by irregular and fel-
filh Motives fo powerfully, “as to venture Life
~ and Limb for obtaining an End {avouring fo
much of 'Self~-Love ; who would not rationallyin-
fer, that the Spirit of God, and the Principle
of-a more pure and refined Love, might influence
fincere Souls fo far, as to a& at leaft with as
great a Forwardnefs  from a ‘found  Principle,
as others do from a felfilh and corrupted

oneE A -
§. 17. A true Difcerning Faculty of the Work
of Grace in '‘the inward State of Souls, 'as it
is unqueftionably a . ‘moft neceflary Qualifica-
tion in all {fuch as are intrufted with the Cure
of Souls;{o.’tis efpecially in thofe that are to
manage a fort of People prepoflefied ' with the
‘moft head-ftrong Prejudices’ againft Chriftianity.
But in order to this, it would be neceffary, that
‘they firft had a found ‘Knowledge of the Mo-
‘tions «of their own Soul, and of the manifold
ftratagems, turnings and' windings of zorrupe
Nature, betore they made an experiment upon
- ‘others. ' They ought to be therefore acquainted
‘with the State of the Soul fal’n in 4dam, alfo
‘with the Recovery thereof by Chriff, and the
‘whole Oeconomy and Method of its Reftauration ;
that fo they' may be able, to declare to others
‘the movings of Grace upon their own Soul ; which
¥ un-
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andoubtedly would affe& more, than all the po-
lite Arts of Learning and moft exalted Strains of
Rhetorick.. This would happily prevent the
Overforwardnefs, that generally appears in moft,
¢to bring others over to a Party. For Thou-
{ands may be brought over to a Party, and ne-
ver a one of thefe to JESUS CHRIST.
They may be incorporated into one Form, or in-
¢o another; but perhaps never  ingrafted ' into
Chrift, as living Branches into the Vine, {0 to
draw Life, Power and Nourifhment from him.
They may leave one, and embrace another Con-
feflion, being void at the fame time of all true
Converfion. They may ingage in another Party,
without entring a more reformed Life. °Tis
{till the fame Man, though wrapt up in another
Cloak : And ftill he isas much a ftranger as ever,
to that Converfion, which is from  Darknefs
to Light, from the Power of Satan to God,
from Death to Life, as the Apoftles defcribe the
Work of an unfeigned Converfion, Af. XXVII,
18. @ Yob. 111, 34. " .

§. 18. This whole way of proceeding muft
needs provean inlet to many fatal Confequen-
ces- as one may difcern in the Converfion of
moft of thefe Profelytes, (not to go farther for
the prefent,) that having left the Church of
Rome, embrace the Confeflion of Proteftants.
The Party they come over to, prides itfelf too
often upon having gain’d a Profelyte ; and the
Profelyte T HU S gain'd, prides him{elf upon
the Merit of his Change. Though perhaps nei-
ther he himfelf, nor the Perfon that turn’d him, 1s
thoroughly acquainted with the. inward Diftem-
per of the fal'n Soul 3 this being of a much

| deeper
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. deeper die, than to be wafh’d away with fo flender
and fuperficial a Touch as this. Such a Man, mifer-
ably roves about in the Circle of Opinions, (for
what he leaves, and what he takes in,is iz bim
nothing but an Opinion,) and hardly gets he be-
yond the Sphere of a. Notional Divinity. - He
perhaps leaves one fort of Idolatry, and refts in
another that is more refined, but no lefs dangerons.
Whilft he values himfelf upon a meer change of
the Externals of Religion, he at the fame time
fets up within himfelf the Ido! of a vain

“and [pecious Prefnmprion,  that is fo hard to be
conquer’d in the Work of Converfion. He
knows now as much, (that is as little) as before,
of Repentance, of a living Faith, of Regeneration,

- of Self-denial, of Mortification, of the daily Re-
newing of owr Mind, of the Crofs and Imitation
of Chriff 5 and other fubftantial Points of Reli-
gion, which the Lord prefcribed to thofe, whom
he HIMSELF initiated into his Communion.
On the’ contrary, he acquiefces in the Sentiments
of others, changing only his Side ; as being ne-
ver more forward to take Things upon Truft,
than in matters of Religion. So pliant and du-
&ile is the deceitful Nature of Man! It fuffers it
felf to be moulded into numberlefs Forms, if
it can but keep at a convenient diftance from
the irkfome work of a real Converfion, {fo trouble-
fome to its Earthly Propenfions, and {fo contrary
to its whole Biafs. _

§. 19. As in other Relpefts, {o particularly
in bringing over Souls to a faving Knowledge
of Religion, ’tis highly neceflary, to diftinguifh
betwixt the Effentials and the Acceffory Points of
Religion. . If ‘Things were but rightly fettled as

to



xvi A Prelimnary @ifcaﬂrfe eoncerning

to the firft, the latter might then foon be compofed.
1t likewife would be nfeful to diftinguifh betwixt
the Brrors of the Will; and of the Underftanding-
If the Obftinacy and A Refradorinefs of  the Will
be in fome Degree removed ; the intellefual
part will be nndoubtedly, influenced -and guided
fafe by a divine Light: , But: if the firflt: be neg-
lected, and - the latter ftored. with Notions of
matters -of Religion ;  the (o called) Converfion,
fpringing up thence, will certainly be attended
with abundance of Delufions and; vain lmagina-
tions ; the: irreligious Bent and Deprayity of the
Will eatirely indifpofing .the Underftanding, for
the very Reception of found and {piritual Im-
preflions, and f{mothering the Mind, with lgno-
rance and Darknefs. * Whereas, on the contrary,
the Light of Grace will fhine with a bright Se-
renity upon the Intelletnal Faculty, as .foon -the
will 1s {et free from the Government. of bafe
Lufts, and the Affeftions . refcued from the in-
fnaring Objeéts of Vanity. . L

§. 20. A CONVERSATION conformable to the
Dodrine which he preaches, may be reckoned ano-
ther and a truly illuftrious Charatter of a true
Miflionary. of Jefus Chrift. For after all, it muft
be the Heavenly Manners, that will prove the
capital and moft legible Letters, from. the right
Difpofal and Connexion of which, Heathens will
be able, to fpell out the foundeflt Converfion.
Thefe alonc are able, to defcribe Religion to the
Life. They will be attended with many noble
Drawings, and thefe with many Convitions; ex-
ceedingly affecting the Spirits of the moft igno-
rant People. The LIFE of a Miflipnary will be
a Comment wpon what he teaches, and his

 CON-
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C O NVERSATION the ftteft Vehicle to con-
vey down the moft unwelcome Truths. He
will wipe off thereby that difmal Stain, where-
with the luxurious and vicious Lives of many
profefling them{elves Chriftians, but not anfwering
jheir Profeflion, have befpattered & difgraced the
Religion of our Lord. The Complaints about the
corrupt Manners of {fuch degenerous Chriltians,
are repeated over and over again in the follow-
ing Colleétion of Letters, and the main Hindrance
thence refulting, fet out as almoft impregnable
and infuperable. The fame hath been complain-
ed of by other Writers and Eye-Witnefles of
thefe horrid Villanies of the Chriftians, {o far
befotted with the Purfuit after Pleafures, and
hoarding up of Riches in the heathen World,
that even the Name of a Chriffian has been ren-
dreg on this very Account, {candalous to a Pro-
verb.

§. 21.. The Gentleman that attended Sir The-
mas Roe, in his Embafly to the Great Mogxul, in
the Time of King Fames 1. and about the Year
1615. confirms in his Defcription of the Terri-
tories of that Prince (b) what hath been com-
plained of by our Miflionaries in their Letters.
“ It is a moft fad and horrible Thing, fays be,
“ to confider, what Scandal there is brought
¢« upon the Chriftian Religion by the Loofnefs
¢ and Remifnefs, by the Exorbitancies of many
¢ which come amongft them, who profefs them-
‘“ felves Chriftians 5 of whom I have often heard
¢ the Natives (who live near the Port where

e, | & wmwh s

e e

~(b) Yoyage fo Baft-India, p. 418. added zo the Trawvels of Pie
atro della Valle, and printed :'nbEngliﬂl at Landon,‘rédq,
‘Y our
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¢« our Ships arfive); fay thus i broken Englifhs
« which they have. gotten s Chriftian Relsgion,
Dewvil Religion Chr_fﬂi:m mnch - drunk, Chriftian
miich do wrong, much beat, much abufe _atbe_r.r.-
Where he alfo takes Notice of the exact Juitice
and Honefty of the Hindooes, Or Heathens tra-
ding! with the Chriftians: Thefe, after having
fet the loweft Rate to the Goods expofed to
fale, and being yet offered far lefs by the Chriftians
in thefe. Bargainings, were apt to fay : What,
doft thow think me'a Chriftian, that I would go a=
bout to. deceive thee?  'Where this Author at laft
concludes: ¢¢ Truly, it is a fad ‘Sight there, to
¢« behold a drunken Chriftian, and a fober Indian 5
¢« 3 temperate Tndian; and a Chriftian given up
< to his Appetite: An Indisn that is_juft and
¢ fquare in his Dealing, a Chriftian not fo 3a
< 1aborious Zidian, and an ‘idle Chriftians as-if
“ he were born only to fold his *Arms. €rcias®
¢ Wwhat a fad thing is it for *Chriftians, to come
« thort of Fadians, ceven in' Moralities! come
¢¢“fhort of thofe, who themfelves believe, to:come
<« fhort of Heaten! . - T o 949
§. 22. Alas! how would it . ‘be:poflible,: to
propagate the Soundunefs of Religion by Words,
whilft the Life fpreads nothing but a general
Contagion of {fpiritual ‘Diftempers? To fet out
the Luftre and Noblenefs of Chriftianity; whilit
the Life and Converfation darkens its Serenity
with. ‘Filth and Senfuality ?  To declate - the
Worth and Dignity of Chriftian Religion, and
ver abandon the Life to the bale Governipent
of the Senfes? - To-faften the Mind of others
upon the invifible Rewards of a foture World ;
- | - and
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and yet 4t the fame time be entirely taken up
with the Concerns of what is prefent ?

§. 23. This moft obitinate Prejudice will ne-
ver be removed, but by da LIFE fuited to the
Do&rine. *Twas St. Paul’s Exhortation to Timo-
thy, 1 Epift. IV. 12: Be thon an- Example of the
Believers in Word, w Converfationsin Charity, v Spirit,
i# Faith, in Purity. And. the fame Apoltle bids
Titus, Ch. 1. 7. to be a Patrern of good Works,
&c.———that be that is of the contrary part; may be
afhamed, baving no evil thing to [ay of you. 1T uly,
the Power of Religion burning  within, and
fhining through the Life and Converfation of a
Chriftian, carries a fecret Sting of Conviction
with it ; being the fitteft Means to foften the
moft obftinate Sinners into fome Degree of Ap-
probation of a divine Lifte. Good Examples,
where they appear, ufe to ftir up a Spirit of
holy Emulation: And-are generally accompanied

with fome attracive Charm, to awaken others
to Imitation. ¢ It is a certain and experienced

¢« Truth, (to exprefs my Mind in the Words of
« the excellent LordiChief Juftice Hales) (¢) that
<« Virtue and Goodnefs, efpecially that of Humi-
< 1ity, hath a fecret Party 2nd ‘Intereft, even in
¢ the worft of Men ; and Men fecretly love, or
“ at leaft approve it in another, though they
“ pradife it not themfelves. For Virtue,
‘“ Goodnefs and Hnmility, hath a {ecret Congru-
“ ity to the true and genuine Frame of the hu-
“ mane Nature 3 and though Men’s Lufts and
““ Paffions may in a great Mealure obfcure the
“ Confonancy to it, they can never extinguilh

q—-—-ﬂﬂ-—-t_.ﬂ_ —-""'_.--‘

— . | e i

(c) Contemplat. part Y. p. 162. _
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“c it ; but the Mind and Confcience will _give a
« fecret Suffrage to it, wherever it finds It.
~§. 24. There is ancther Qualification of a true
‘Miffionary and Embaflador of Jefus Chrift 5
which we cannot here altogether omit, whereby
every one that takes on him this Office, ought
firlt “to try and examine himfelf: And that Is,
the Spirit of Martyrdom. For without this, there
can be 'no great Advantage here expected : fince,
had not the Prophets and Apofties been ready, on
all Occafions, to feal their Teftimony with their
Lives, aud boldly confeflfed the Truth without
Fear ; they would have gained but few .Profe-
Iytes for certain, if any at all. And we fhould
have been in as grofs Darknefs at this Day, as
the moft ignorant of Heathens, whether in the Eaff
or the West, that we, it may be, pretend to
have a Charity for. But if indeed we have a
true Charity for them, and feek, as we ought,
the eternal Salvation of their Souls, benighted
and loft in fo thick a Darknefs, we fhall not be
unwilling to lay down our Lives for them, and
for fo glorious an End; being our felves herein
as fecure as 1t is poflible to be, that we alfo
fhall be no Lofers by it; but, on the contrary,
Gainers to the higheft Degree.

§ 25. Wherefore a true Mifiionary, both for the
Znlargement of the Kingdom of his Lord, and for
the Joy that is fet bef%re him, will endeavour
sbove all, to finith the Warfare committed to
him, with Patience : and looking ftedfaftly to
Chrift, both the Author and Finifher of his Mif-
fion,will, after his Example, and the Examples of
rhat great Cloud of Martyrs, with which he ftands
compaffed abonr, offer up his Body upon fuch Con-

fiderations
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fiderations as thefe ; and with him, and them,
endure the Crofs, without being wearied, or faint,
in his Mind, cheerfully refifting unto Blood, and
not accepting Deliverance that he may obtain
a better Refurre&ion, and receive that Crown
which is laid up for bim againft thar Day. He
will know of a Certainty, that he cannot in fuch
a Caufe /ofe his Life, without finding it:  As alfo,
if he would here fave it, that ‘this would be the
moft ready and certain way of lofirg it. He
will wifely confider, that there is 7o otber way,
efpecially under fuch Circumftances as his are,
for him to find Life, but by voluntarily lofing
it, and in the Caufe of God and Truth, pre-
fenting his Body to be a Sacrifice. He will be
fure to remember the Saying of his Lord, that
the good :Shepherd giverh his Life for the Sheep, (John
X. 11, 13.) and fo will labour to diftinguifh him-
felf from the Hireling; and conform himfelf to
that great Exemplar of Patience and Love that
Is fet before him, by refifting, in like Manner,
¢ven unto Death, for the Sake of the Souls
that are moft dear to him, and not leave his
Charge through Fear, when he fees the Wolf
or the Bear coming. For he knows, that by
overcoming Death thus glorioufly, his Life fhall
be hid with Chrift, fo that he may be made alive :
And that to him, after this Vicory obtained, it
will be given to ear of the Tree of Life, which is
in the midft of the Paradife of God : And that
Chrift will not fail, to crown him with the
Crown which he promifed to the Angel of the
Church of Smyrsa, and as many as thould imitate
his heroick Patience. ,

| b 3
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§.26.Let’him fear then none of _thcfe._:thingswhlch
he fhall {uffer « but remember continvally what
his Lord has faid to him for his Encouragement :
Be thou fafthful nnto the Death, and I will grve thee
a Crown of Lifes Let him go on courageoufly,
keeping the Word of Chrift’s Patience, and co-
pying after his ‘Works unto the End ; holding
that faft which he hath, even th‘e‘; Grace that 1s
given him of God for the Calling in of the Hea-
thens, and the Commiflion of Life to the Pri-
foners of Death; That fo, by reafon of his De-
ferting, no Man may take from him his Grown. In
a Word : they that would be found true Miffi-
onaries of Jefus Chrift, let ’em feek to approve
themfelves as.-the Apoftles did heretofore, and
in particular,as the Angels of Swiyrna avd Phila-
delphia, with whom no Fault was found, becaufe
they fainted not under the Crofs, but through

Love, trinmphed over all thingss -, o
. §: 277. This may fufficé to have been here nt-
ed concerning fome of-the more ' common 0b-
fracles, againft the Propagation of the Gofpel of
our blefled Lord, and the Enlargement of. his
Kingdom, by bringing the Fulnefs of the Heathens
to the Knowledge of his Name: As alfo con-
cerning the properelt Afethods to be confidered
of by all that are any wife engaged, either at
Home or Abroad, in this moft, pious and ‘cha-
- ritable Work ; with the Qualifications that are
needful for thofe that are to.be fent with fuch
an Apoftelical Commiflion. Which it was thought
necellary, to premife to thefe Hifforical Letrers,
that have been lately fent from the Eaff-dndies,
by Perfons whofe Veracity .cannot be. queftion-
¢d: And which doabundantly confirm, notonly

the
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the. Want of .true and faithful.. Miffionaries in
thefe Parts; but al{othe Scandal that is brought to
Oi‘ll‘: hO]_Y REllgIOH, hy fuch .as Ql]tWﬂl‘d].Y-». there
profefs the fame, being utter Strangers to the
inward Power and, Life thereof within the Soul,
aud by a Converfation altogether: unchriftian, or
antichriftian, crucifying to themfelves afrefh the
Lond of idiafesds Yo48ut Dt ot )0
§ 28. And further, it manifelly appears from
thefe Relations, that a fupernarural Afliftance is
here of abfolute Neceflity 5 and fo to be waited:
upony without: putting any Truft' in the beft and
moft  probable Methods , For let Paul be
never {0 good. a Plantery or Apollss with never fo
much Gare and Diligence mwater what is by him
planted 5 yet:is neither Paw/ any thing, nor _4a
pallos any thing, but God is ALL, and to God a-
lone muit «f the Glory be given, it being He
only that giveth the Encreafe. Marvellous are
the Footfteps of Divine Providence, which have
always attended the Converfion of Nations to
the Faith ; That 1t might appear to be of God,
not of Man: and that nothing lefs than a Di-
vine Power be able to awaken the Souls that
lleep 1n fpiritual Darknefs, and ' to give them a
true Knowledge of Jefus Chrift ; whom to kuzow
after the Spirity 1s Life.everlafting, and whom to
ferve, according to this Knowledge, is both the
higheft Nobility and moft perfe& Freedom.
- 5. 29. Wherefore, if God hath put into the
Hearts of any an earneft Defire of advancing
the Glory of his Name, by propagating Chriftian
Knowledge, whether at- Home or Abroad ; let |
them not doubt, but God will alfo affift his own

Motions in gvery one, and perfeé his own Work, |
_ b 4 through
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through all manner of Difficulties, and the united
Oppofition of wicked Men and Spirits. How

wonderfully God hath already appear’d for his
own Honour, in the Foundationof this Miflion,

and the Profecution thereof hitherto, will be
here evidently feen, from the Rel_ations that are
given in thefe Letters, particnlarly in what relates
to the Converfion and Condué of that Indian, who
at firft met them. (See Letter 6th.) - _
§. 30. Whatever' Difcouragements therefore
they may meet with from the Part of Man, if this
be indeed the Work of God, and they abide
Faithful unto the End, (as it is hoped) not finking
under the fundry Trials, which inan undertaking
of this Nature they are to expe&s; there is no
doubt, but God will, of hisabundant Mercy, con-
tinue to them his Gracious Afliftance, and glo-
rioufly crown his own Work fo happily begnn, let
the prejudices be never fo ftrong raifed hitherto
by the Heathens, againt the TRUTH of Chri-
ftianity, from the diforderly and worfe than Heathen-
ifh Bebaviour of fuch Chriftians,as deny Chrift before
Men, and can expeét no lefs, than to be deny’d by
Eim again before the Angels of God. For moft certain
it is, that in the Colonies and Fa&ories the Chri-
ftians have abroad, to the greateft Scandal of our
Faith, Chrift 1s as much deny’d by the wicked and
diffolute Lives of thofe that are call’d by hisName,
as if he were openly deny’d by exprefs Words.
Since this denial of Chrift is notonly in Words,
when by the Mouth we renounce Him, and our
Faith and Intereft in Him ; but much more, and
indeed more powerfully, when in our A#tions we
crucifie the Son of God, and in our Lives refift

his Spirit ; thereby not only playing the Heathen
' undey
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ander the Name and Mask of Chriftians, but do-
ing all that is poffible, to keep the Heathens and
other Infidels from coming into the Pale of the
Chriftian Difpenfation ; and furnifhing the Adver-
(aries of Chriftianity with Arguments againft the
Divinity of its own Inftitution.

§. 31. All which will, I think, be made to ap-
pear manifeftly from this Collettion of Letters s
which gives us ajuit Idea of the Sentiments and
Prejudices of Heathens, with refpe& to the Chri-
ftian Religion and its Profeflors ; with proper
Hints to be obferv’d by as many as are infpir'd
with a Zeal for propagating the Gofpel of our
Lord in Foreign Parts. And indeed, It muft be
acknowledg’d, that both the Esff and Weft-In-
Jians have fome Rational Prejudices  againft the
European Chriftians coming to them, and the
Methods generally taken for plantinga Form of
Chriftianity among ’em. Thefe are worthy of
the Confideration of all that are any wiie em-
ploy’d in fo landable an Undertaking, as the
fpreading of the Gofpel of Truth, and reco-
vering of Souls outof Darknefs into Light; as
without which all their Defigns, both at Home
and Abroad, will certainly prove Abortive ; and
very few, if any Conqueft will be made upon
the Kingdom of Satan, for the Enlargement of
the CATHOLICK Church. An Accountof {fome
of thefe prejudices was not many Years ago, given
by a Letter of one of the Three Swedifb Mif-
fionaries, from about the River Safquabanab in
America: ¢ as particalarly concerning the State
¢« of the Heathen World, the Common Reafon
“ of Mankind, or the Light of Nature, and
¢¢ the Quakers Light; the Nature of Divine

¢ Reve-
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““ Revelation, and the Autherity of the Scrip-
““tures of the Old and New Teltament . the
* ‘manifold Difpenfation of 'God’s Providence,
““and his Method in Rewards and Punifhments,
“‘whether Temporary or Eternal ; concerning
"¢ Prefcription, ot Tradition, and the pretended
“ Humility of fubmitting one’s Judgment to -his
““Blders: And laftly, concerning .the dired
€ontradiction of the Lives of Chrsftians to the Doitrine
shey profefs, as has ' been already faid. . |
~'§:32 This Swedifh Miflion wasundertaken in the
Year 1697. Butit foon appear’d, that there could
be ‘but lirtle Hope of an Harveft among the Hea-
thenis of thof¢ Parts, fo long as fo many {trong

Prejudices were remaining, unanfwered by the

Chriftians ; “and without a. fpecial -Afliftance of
the'Divine Grace and Power, bearin - Teftimony
tothe Truth of a Religion tralljplcj upon, by its
own Profeffors. The difcourdging Accounts, which
both they and ‘others have given of this matter,
may ferve abundantly to convince us, as of .the
Infofhiciency of all Humane Methods, tho’ carry’d
o 'with fincerity, {o of the the Neceflity of the
Divine Interpofition, in order to effe “what - is
here propounded. The Account that was gen
by the Swedes, was indeed of very Melancholy
Confideration. An Abftrac whereof was in Eng-
lifh, Printed in the Memoirs for the Curious of the
Year 1901. (d) And that what is given by thefe
Danifh Miflionaries will doubtlefs alfo afford feveral
Reflections in all trueChriftian Hearts, as to the ex-
ceeding great Difficulty of this Glorious Oefign,
as well as to the Power of God, manife[‘ting 1t

B e———— c—
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feif thrgugh weak and - inconfiderable Inftro-

ments. it fuin |
§, 33 But here it will be expe&ted, that fome-
what fhould be faid, as to the Per/ons them{elves,
that were moved to go, in confidence of the Di-
vine Aid, on fo unpromifing a Miflion. Now then
. for thefe, by whom the Lezrers here Publifh’d
were written, and fent to their Correfpondents
in Emrope, the Reader Is to know, that they
are both Natives of Germany : One of them, viz.
Bartholomew Ziegenbalgh, being born at Lulfustz
in Mifniay and the other, viz. Heury Plutfchp. 3t
Wefenberg, 1n the Dutchy,of Mecklenburg. They /
are. both - Proteftants, according to the Cons
feflion of Aufbourg. They were Educated at Ber=
liz under the. Anfpecion of the Reverend Mr.:
Yoachimus Langiusythat hath a Cure of Souls.there;
and is befides Redtor - of one  of the Publick -
Schools in that Royal City. : And this is the Gen=
tleman who has fucceffively Pablifh’d this Gol
letion of Lettersin Figh-Dutch fome  of them
being addrefs’d to him by the faid Miflionaries,
from whom  probably they receiv’d alfo the firfk
Directions for laying a fure and firm Foundation
in: Piety,-as well;as in, Learning. | K om
§. 34. After they  had imbib’d here, while
they were under. his Care, the Principles, at
leait, of a more folid and fubltantial I .earning,
and- got a Taft of true Theology ; they were
fent to the Univerlity of Hall, and committed
to the further Care and Education of the Di-
vinity-Profeffors there. Under whofe Conduét
they made no fmall Proficiency, being day by
day more and more form’d to a Virtuous aad
Religious Life, and infpired with Generous ,'imd
| Chri-
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Chriftian Refolutions, from a found fenfe begot-
ten in them of the Things of 'Religion, and of
the prefent State of Chriftianity in the World.
§- 35. When in the Year 1705. the King of
Denmark vefolved upon fending fome Miffionaries
t0 Tranquebar, upon the Coalt of Coromandel, to
attempt the Converfion of the Afalabar-Heathens
inhabiting that Country; the Univerfity of HzZ
~was applied to, to furnith fuch Perfons as were
thought proper, for undertaking a Defign of fo
great an importance. And thus it was the lot
of the two Candidates aforefaid, to be pitched
upon for this Work ; who ‘being fent to Copen-
bague, readily ingaged if this Funéion, after
having been for that End ordained by the Bifhop
of that place. What Progrefs they have made
in this Work after their arrival, and what Dif-
ficulties they have ftruggled with, to lay the firft
Foundation towards it, 1s in part related in the
Letters here following.
8. 36. The Work hath met with an univerfal
Approbation wherever it hath been known hi-
therto. Thofe that at firft look’d upon it
as an Undertaking too Hazardons, and attended
with infuperable Difhculties, feem now to be
more favourably difpos’d towards it. And fince
we are credibly inform’d, that according to the
defire of thefe two Miflionaries now in the Eaft-
Indies; (¢) two more have been fent over
from Denmarkto aflit them in fo welghty an
Eaterprize ; we may hope from the Goodnels of
God, that he will fecond the Work once begun,
and revive in fome of our European Chriftians,a

e — hh"_'_l &

(¢) Seethe Letter paz. 74
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fenfe of Catholick Love and Charity, generoufly
to employ part of their fubftance, to advance
thereby the Good of the Church Univerfal, and
the Propagation of our Holy Faith among Infidels.
§. 27. For as in the the firlt plantation of the
Gofpel by the Apoftles of our Lord, there was
even notwithftanding the miraculous Powers at-
tending them, occafion for firring wp the Cha-
rity of the Bretbren for this very End, as from
St. Pauls Epiftles is evident: So in the prefent
Difpenfation we are under, and that lowEbb of Re-
ligion we are come to, much more muft we ftand ia
need of outward Helps and Subfidies for carrying
on f{uccefsfully a Work of this Nature; which
it is not doubted, but fome charitably-difpofed
Perfons and well-Wifhers to the Church Univer-
{al, will readily afford, as laying up thereby i
ftore for themfelves a good Foundation againft
the time tocome. Whence they may not only be
ready, but even glad, to diftribute of their tem-
poral Subftance towards fuch a Work as this: As
well kpowing, that it will then be moft eminently
fantt{¥4d, whenever it comes to be laid out for
edifying of the myftical Body of Chrift, and pro-
moting His Kingdom among Heathens; that {o
the ancient glorious Prophecies concerning thefix-
tent hereof, may have their full Completion in
Time. Of this we are not this Day left without all
Hope ; it having pleafed God in thefe very Dregs
of Time, to excite many Sculs, both in thisand
other Nations, to form Defigns,and to make At-
tempts, for the Increafe of ChriftsKingdom,and the
{fpreading of it in the remoteft Parts of theHarth :
W hich may be as little Begianings, or FPrepara-
tions,to what may be expe&ed yet/to come to pals,
Qut
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out of the exceeding abundant Grace, and Love
of God towards the Work of his own Hands.

§. 38. Truly, any one that is himfelfa true
Member of Chrift, muft needs be melted 1nto
moft tender Tnclinations towards the poor de-
luded © Pagans, by {uch endearing Marks of
God’soverflowing Goodnefs as he has had confer’d
on him: And will feela yearning of his Bo wels
for fo many Millions of Souls ‘remaining {till an-
der the Power of Sitan, unto whom the Light:
of the Gracions Gofpel hath not yet appear’d.
Verily, whofoever brings a Willing Oftering, to-
wards the Releafe of thefe Captives, be it erther
by hearty Prayer, or by good Advice, orby
outward Supplies, or by any other Means, tending
to the Enlargement of the Church, will not lofe -
his Reward in that Day, wherein even a Cup of
Cold Water {hall not be forgotten. Every Gift (whe-
ther Temporal or Spiritual) that is beftow’d on
each Member, ‘is given to PROFIT withal: that
fo the whole Body may be edify’d in Chrift Je-
fus. °"Tis LOVE makes the Circulation. C eied

§. 33. When thefe Lerrers appear’d firft i Gera
. many, theyleft up and down a very good Impref=
- fion upon Peoples Minds, abundance being exci-
ted by them, heartily to wifh well to {fo Chriftian
an Undertaking, and to favour the fame according
to their Ability. The Requeft for being fupply’d
with fome charitable Relief by the Chriftians of
Enrope, for the Maintenance of fuch Malabarians
as have left all they had, to follow Chrift, and
could not be “deterr’d ‘from entring even na-
ked into the facred Lifts of Chriftianity; Has
produced already a moft noble effe@. The Sum
which was “hereupon at feveral times tranfmit-
ted 1o the Reverend Profeflor Framck at Hall,

for




the Charater of a Miffionary.  xxxi

for this End, by well-difpofed Souls, did amount
to Twelve Hundred Rix-dollars: The which has
been made over, for the Ufe aforefaid, by the
- Fleet that fail’d lately from Denmark to thele
Parts. Now, as this fhews, that there is ftill a
remainder left of that true Chriftian Love, which
is Univer[al, 1nfluencing at this Day {fome Souls
that are hidden from the World ; fo it is the
more here to be wonder’d at, if we confider the
Circumitances of a Country exhaufted by many

and continued Wars. However, LOUE, we know,
is a Stock never to be exhaufted.

§.41. [ cannot but gratefully acknowledge upon
this Occafion, the Readinefs of the Honourable

united Eaff-India Company at London, 1n generoufly
~offering their Afliftance, fo foon asthey came to
hear of a Projeét fet on foot for the Converfion
of thefe Heathens. Nor were they only willing
to commit to their Ships a Parcel of Books fent
from England, by fome Well-wifhers to thefe
Miflionaries ; but freely alfo offer’d their help for
fettling of a more fixt Correfpondence betwixt Eu-
rope and thofe Parts of the Eagft-Indies. Which,
under the Blefling of God, may in time prove of
very great Advantage, for advancing the Work of
Propagating Chriftian Knowledge among Infidels.

S. 42. May the Lord have Mercy upon all Fews,
Turks, Infidels and Hereticks! And take from
them all Iznorance,hardnefs of Heart ,andContempt
of His Wurd s and f[o fetch them bome to his
Flock, that they may be [aved among the Rer:-
nant of tlee true Ifraclites, and be made one Fold
under one Shepherd FESTWS CHRIST our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one Gody, World without end.
Amcen. A N
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Account of the Succefs
T W O

DANISH Miflionaries,

Sent to the

EASTINDIES.

FOR THE

CONVERSION

OF THE
HeaTueENs 22 MALABAR.,

b B BT 8k E-R R

Containing an Account of the fourney from
Denmark to the Cape of Good Hope.

Dear Friends,

~3{ H E further we find our Selves re-
moved from you, by the wonderful Pro-
vidence of God, the more fervent and

fincere grows our Love to you ; being
aflured, that as we remember you both before
B God,
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2 Vayage to the Cape of Good Hope.

God, and in our daily Converfation, to our mu-
tual Joy and Comfort ; fo you, according to
vour wonted Love, will be no lefs mindful of us,
and confequently gladly receive any account con-
cerning our prefent Circumitances. Seing then
we are by the favour of God fafely arrived in this
long wifhed forHarbour,and now lighting on a fair
opportunity to convey Letters to Europe; we
thought it our Dury, to fend you the firft News of
our furprifing Prefervation and Happy Voyage
to thefe Parts ; to the Praife of God’s Goodnefs,
and Edification of many well-difpofed Souls.

The 29th of November 1705. We 1mbarqued
with great joyin a Ship call’d the Priuce(s Sophia
Hedwig, being difmifled by the well-wifhers to
our Undertaking with Tokens and Prefents conve-
nient for our Expedition. This we look’d upon as
a pledge, that God had not left our Acquaintance
contra&ted in Denmarkwithout a Blefling. Thus
attended with many hearty wifhes we cheerfully
went on board, hoping that the Prefence of God
would go before, and lovingly incline untous the
Hearts of that barbarous People we were de-
figned for. i

The 30th of Nevember we {et Sail, and arrived
the Night following at Helfingoehr. Here a Mari-
ner of our Ship tumbling down from the Main-
Malft, miferably broke his Neck, to our great
furprife 5 and another falling into the Sea, was
narrowly canght by the Hajr and faved. The
wind being contrary, we could not move hence,
till the 41/ of December and the 6th Inftant we
reach’d in ftormy weather a Swedifly Harbour, not
far from Gortenbonrgh, furrounded with pleafant
and delightful Rocks. Here we lay Wind-bound

for
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for eight Days together. The 14¢h of December we
falled again, and came the neyt Day into the
North-Sea, where we both fell Sea-fick, but foon
recovered by the Helpof God. The 16:h we left
Norway on the right, and Hitland with other little
Hlands on the left ; near which a Boy dead of the
Small Pox was on the fide of our Ship buried in
the wide Sea, having before a Funeral Sermon
Preach’d for him. The 224 we failed by the We-
ftern Iflands call’d Orcades. After this we left
England and Ireland to the left. The 27th we en-
ter’d the Spanifh Seas, whofe towring Billows re-
ceived us very ftoutly, the Ship feeming as if it
were carried through a deep Vale, betwixt two
lofty Mountains. The fight we had of the mar-
vellousWorks of God, did not a little chear up our
Spirits. And the more the Storms and Roarings of
the Seas broke in upon us, the more increafed the
Joy and Praife of God in our Mouths ; feeing we
have fuch a potentand powerful Lord for our Fa-
ther, whom we may daily approach unto, and as
confident Children, put up our Prayers and Peti-

tions to him. |
The 1t of Fan. 1706. We met two Ships bound

trom America for England. At the firflt fight,
we took them to be Frenzch Frivateers, and our
Men fell a charging their Guns, expeéting to be
attacked. But they perceiving our Preparations in
order to receive them, {ufpelted us likewife,
none trufting to the Colours put up on both fides.
At laft they {fent one to inform us who they were,
and hearing from whence we came, we parted af-
ter a difcharge of fome of our Cannons. We
failed here commonly in Day and Night about

forty or fifty Leagues, and pafs’d at length the
B2 .AZ.}?-:
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Az ovan 1flands, which we left on the right Hand.
The oth of Fanuary we drew near the Coafts of
Afvica, where the Weather began to - be a little
warmet. From thence f{ailing by the Turkifh
Barbary, we were in danger of Pyrates; but un-
der God’s Prote&ion we happily toueh’d the Ca-
nary-1{lands. _

The 15th %aﬂ'rn g under the Tropick of Cancer, to
the Torrid Zone, we perceived the Heat to be
very exceflive, attended with Lightnings, and
terrible Thunder-Claps. The 20th we came to
the Souds-1flands. The 15¢h we left Cape of Verde
on the left Hand. Here we had continually, till we
came to the Equinoctical-Line, a fimall fide-Wind.
The Heat grew {fo piercing, that our Crew, to get
a little refrefhment, would often throw them-
felves into the Sea, and ftay therein all the while
the Ship was becalmed.

The oth of Feb. we pafs'd at laft theLine very {uc-
cefsfully. After this we had a contrary Wind for
a matter of eight Weeks together, and were
quite driven upon the Coafts of America, and
forced to Sail all along the Coaft of Brafilia to-
wards the South, being but a few Miles from it.
Under the 13¢5 degree on this fide the Equinoctial-
Line, near the Coaft of America, lies an Ifland, that is
funk iuto the Sea, called Ambrothos 5 and we find-
ing our felves very near ftriking upon it, our
Seamen were nota little afraid, that they fhould
be obliged either to Sail back to the Line, with
the fide-wind that attended us, and to fteer their
Courfe up higher to the Eaft ; or that they might
fufter Shipwrack unawares, as had happen’d to
many before. But by the Help of God we fafely
got over this difficulty ; which caufed fuch an ex-
traordinary joy in the wholeCompany,that thenext

Day
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Day was not only kept as a Day of Thank{giving,
but we had alfo a confiderable Colleéion made for
the Benefit of the Poor.
- The §th ot March we pafled the Tropick of
Capricorn, being toffed up and down in the huge
Ocean, according as we were driven by con-
trary Winds, and having pafled {fome degrees, by
Sailing forty, feventy and more Leagues. At
length, we.came fenfibly again into the Cold, and
fo far towards South, as perhaps no Eaf-India
Ship has ever reached before. The whole Com-
pany was defirous to put in at the Cape, partly
to take in fome Refrefhment ; partly becanfe we
knew not, whether we fhould from hence find
out fo ftrait a Paflage to the Eaft-Indies, as from
the Cape. We fteer’d therefore our Courfe hi-
ther with as much Expedition as poflibly we
could. The 31/ of AZarch we came to an unknown
and uninhabited Ifland, call’d Triffante Conto ;
from thence failing towards the North-Eaft, we
at laft happily arrived here the 234 of April, af-
ter we had plyed from Coppenbaguen to the Equi-
noctical Line 1300, but from thence to this place
1500 Leagues 3 of which the Pilots by their
Mathematical Inftruments can make a pretty
probable guefs.

And thisis a fhort draught of our Journey thus
far. finifh’d, and of the Adyentures attending us
hither. As to the manner of {pending our time
all this while, we would have ye know, that
never a more convenient opportunity has been
offer’'d us, than even this, for gathering in fome
trueand fubftantial wifdom fo much pleafing toGod.
For the nearer we touch'd upon the very brink of
Death, the more we endeavoured thoroughly to

| B 3 ‘acquaint
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acquaint our felves with the Great God, and to
adore him in Spirit and 1r
might be readily prepared, :
fhould be pleafed to bury us 1n the mercilefs Waves
of the Sea. And this confideration muft needs
have been a caufe of much Good on our fide. "The
Faculties of ourSouls became hereby more and more
purified, and confequently fit,to receive the gracious
Operations of Divine Wifdom. Our Meditations,
and whatever we read, {faw or heard, 1n things
both Spiritual and Natural, W¢ could now, under
this difpofition of mind, deeper penetrate into,
and improve to its main and genuine fcope. In
the Morning, at Noon, and at Night we had
ufually fome Exercife of Piety in the Ship, hand-
ling the Word of -God,. Praying, Singing and
Praifing the Lord for all his wonderful Mercies
vouchfafed unto us. And this proved. an excite-
ment to many others that were about us. The
relt of the Day we employed likewife in read-
ing and pondering fome Scriptures, with fuch
Difcourfes, as might {ftir up the mind to con-
template the Wonders of God in the Works of
the Creation, which were now the daily objects
of our Senfes. Sometimes we endeavour’d to
Praife God with a Confortof Mufick, both Vo-
cal and Inftrumental, and by {fomie, .melodious
Hymns awakened the inward Harmony of our
-Souls to Praife and Magnifie God.” ... -
Thus we;pafled our precious time, both with
great advantage and delicious repaft to our Minds,
do-that the fame fecemed  rather too fhort than
too long under fuch pleful Exercifes. MNay, we
fhould now count it afmall matter, if it was our
Lot to live a Sea-faring Life for 1ome Years toge-
| ther,
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ther, provided the Lord did erant us our Health.
For this very Voyage has been hithertoan Expe-
rimental School, wherein we are not fo much
taught the bare Letter of Divinity,as the lively and
practical Senfe of the inward power and {weetnefs
thereof. At this rate has the Lord, under various
crofles and tryals, opened unto us more and more
the Myfteries of Salvation hid in the Letter, and
lively imprefled the Divine Truth on our Minds, to
the end we might be able to deliver it unto others
again, with the greater Boldnefs, from the ftock
of our own Experience. All which makes us in-
tirely rely upon the paternal Afliftance of God in
the difcharge of that Office, wherewith he has
entrufted us, and not to be terrified at all by
any Sufierings, Perplexities and = Perfecutions,
that perhaps might attend a Work of this Na-
ture. And tho’ in the beginning we fhould meet
with many lets and impediments, obftructing
the Work of Reformation among Heathens ; vet
we hope God will beftow a Blefling on our Con-
verfation with the Chriffians refiding there, of
which we have had feveral Proofs in our Expe-
dition hitherwards.

[n the mean time we truft to you, dear F riends,
you will not ceafe to put up your hearty Prayers
to the Lord on our behalf, to the end, that, as
we have hitherto enjoyed his blefled influence
upon our Souls; {0 we may be further encou-
raged, humbly to wait for a good Succefs of our
Labours , after having fafely avercome the Dif-
ficulties, we  ftill are to pafs thorough before
our Journey’s end. We cannot fufficiently ex-
prefs what comfort we felt within us, whenever
we remembred you and other Friends, allied to

B4 o
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us in the Spirit of Love, being mindful of your
inceflant Prayer for the inlarging of the King-
dom of Chrift. Therefore we would have ye
know, that as you have been with us, {0 we have
been with you, when you were offering up yoar
Supplications on our behalf. May the Lord unite
our .Hearts in this Bond of Love to all Eter-
nity ! May He gracioufly hear whatever we defire
in one Mind and Spirit, for the increafe of his
Glory and thePropagating of his Truth.

Befides this, you muft know, that the Lord has
alfo fupported our Bodies hitherto with things
needful for our outward {fubfiftance. The Cap-
tain of the Ship, in whofe Aftetion we had but a
fmall fhareat firft, {oon after proved fo kind, that
he made all things common with us. God in-
clin”d his- Heart with the reft that were in the
Ship, in fuoch a manner, that he rejoyced in {end-
ing us a helping: Hand, whenever it did lie in
his way 3 he being within him{elf, by the means
of our Miniftry and daily Coverfation, convinc’d,
that we were {incerely difpofed for promoting the
good of their Souls.

Some other things and Curiofities which you
might be willing to hear, we cannot at prefent,
for want of time, give you a  full' account of.
However, from what has beea faid, yon may pro-
bably infer, that God is with us of a Truth,
and that he perhaps is about to blow up a fire
of his Knowledge through our Miniftry, chiefly
amongft the Chriftians difperfed here and there;
and how glad would ‘e be, if it was already kindled

Further : We t:ciund not a little Satisfation in
vicwing the Wonders of God, glorioufly difplay-
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ed in the Seas. The various Sorts of Fifhes
have afforded us many an innocent fport and di-
verfion. It often feemed, as if a whole multi-
rude was gather’d together in the Sea, with intent
to ftorm the Ship. Some marched in great Pomp
and State, accompanied with a large train of lei-
fer ones. We catch’d a great many of thofe
that are call’d Hayen. Some of ’em arc above
ix Yards long, having fix Rows of Tecth in
their Mouth, which is under the Belly. Their
Skin is of the Thicknefs of a Finger, and their
Brain is faid to be ufeful in Phyfick. Their ftrength
exceeds that of many Men, and they together
with their attendance are very pleafant to look on,
being never left by em, rill they be drawn up by
Ropes into the Ship. In warm Weather we faw
everyDayFlying-Fifhes, hovering about us 1n great
numbers. It is impoflible, to mention particularly
all the feveral other Sorts, that came within the
reach of our figcht. Near the Line,a {o call'd Sea-
devil fwimming up to us, rvoved all day
long about our Ship, but we could not take him.
He had greatHorns, in thicknefs and length equal-
ly proportiened, and was for the reft very
ghaftly to lock on. We faw Birds of many dit-
fering forts. In fair Weather we fat down on
the Deck of the Ship, and gave Vent to our
Mind, rejoicing in the Contemplation of the plea-
fant Scituation of the Skies and Seas, and trom
thence took an Qpportunity, to entertain our
felves with Difcourfes, concerning the Glory of
the World to come, and the lively Hope of thofe
that have a Share in it. But befides this, we had
a particular Cabin in the Ship, left to our own

| = Ule,
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Ufe, and very convenient for our Studies and
Exercifes of Piety.

To fum up the whole, we cannot fufficiently
thank God for the f{ignal Benefits conferred upon
us, in relation both to Soul and Body, in this
otherwife fo dangerous Expedition. And we
write this to you in a deep Senfe of Humility,
for no other End, than that you may join with
us in Prayers and Praifes; nay, that all {uch as
know us, and fincerely feek God, might f{ee
with what Glory, Wifdom and Providence the
Lord leads thofe that are of his Houfhold, if
they do but fully and refignedly depend upon his
Paternal Goodnefs, We hoped we fhould have
met with, among the Chriftians here, fuch Souls,
as might have a true Hunger and Thirft after
the Word of God ; moft of them being German
Lutherans, lett without a Minifter : but hitherto
we find little among ’em, befides a Religion rai-
fed on Maxims of State and Policy, void of all
fubftantial Piety and Truth that is in Jefus. Eve-
ry one pretends, he cannot ferve God fo well in
thefe Parts, as in his own Country ; and {fo they
think they had rather put it quite off; till they
come home again. On the contrary, we can’t but
own, that we found the Dutch here ina far better
Condition as for matters of Religion. They have
fec up a very ufeful Exercife for the Catechizing
of Children. They had their Bibles always ready
at hand, and loved to hear us talk of Piety and
Religion. Their Minifter is a learned and wife
Man, and very kind to the Lutherans here.  We
found with him many good Books of fome of our
beft Divines, and hope our Converfation with
him, will not prove altogether ufelefls. We pre-

fented
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-fented him With MI"_ Fre_ylinglm&zﬁm’s Fuﬁdﬂ?ﬂm-

tal Principles of Divimty, lately publifhed. We
were overjoyed, to hear the Children of the
Blacks anfwer fo prettily to all the Queftions of
the Chriftian Religion ; but were much amazed
to fee, that the Chriftians ufe their Slaves fo
hard, and (as:it ‘was faid,) deny ‘em the Benefit
of Baprifm, whereby they might be initiated into
the Chriftian Religion. | |

As foon as we landed, the Hottentots received
us very kindly, in Hopes of a Prefent. They
are truly a wretched and miferable People. They
have no divine Worfhip at all 5 live in httle
Cottages, fuch as with us are the baking Ovens ;
they have Sheep-Skins hanging about them, the
Head and other Parts of the Body being every
where left naked. The Women twift Sheep-

“Guts abont their Legs, and wear all forts of Met-

tal in their Hair and Neck. They are very ci-
vil to Strangers, and make odd and ridiculous
Poftures. They havea Captain, who leads them ;
but God 1s called by ’em the Captain-General.
Moft of ’em {peak pretty well Low-Dutch. We
have been feveral times in their Huts, glving every
one a Piece of Money, or fome other little thing ;
which made them love us fo affe¢tionately, that they
cried after us in broken Dutch : Good Chriftians, good
Chriftians, fine Chriftian Men. We alfo [uch Chriftian
Men, &c. They obferve many Ceremoniesamong

‘them ; but being asked, why they do this or that ?
‘They can give no other Reafon for it, than that

IIIIIIIIII

it i1s the Manner of the Hottentors. When the
Moon is full, they exprefs an extraordinary Joy
all the Night long with Hollowing, Shouting,
and Dancing. Their Language is very uncouth

and
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and a fort of Gibberith which no Body can learn.
They are otherwife of a Temper good enough,
and a {uitable Proportion of Body; but ftink ter-
ribly, greafing themfelves daily with Fat. They
are a People overfond of their Liberty, and not
to be induced to {uibje& themfelves to the Chri-
ftians. However, they make us Chriftians athamed
in many Particulars, They are very kind one to
another, and fo communicative in their Love, that
if one has fomething that is good, he fhareth it
among all the reft. They are content with very
little 5 1f you would give them a Ducar, they will
hardly take it, requiring only a Groat, by Reafon
they don’t ufe to {pend more a Day ; and being for
the next unconcerned. They are very ready toferve
one: If one giveth ’em a Groat, they will run as
many Miles for it as you pleafe. They are very
taithful in things committed to their Care, and ne-
ver pilfer the leaft Farthing from the Chriftians,
tho’ they fhould fee a Store of Money about them.
~T'hey are not feized with the Plague of dmbition,
Covetonfnefs,and anxious Cares for the Belly, like our
Chriftians in Furope. Every one is {olicitous for
the prefent Day. There is no Precedence or any
Degree of Dignity obferved among them, {ave that
the Captain f{its always in the Middle of them,
and 1s the firflt that falls to Hating or Drinking.
Wecan truly fay that their Condition moved us to
an hearty Compalflion, glving us at the {ame time
a fair Opportunity, to thank God the more fervent-
ly for the great Mercies conferred upon us Chrifti-
ans beyond thefc Wretches, =~ =~ = |
We tound here Mr. Culben, a Student from Hall,
ient hither from Berliy by the Lord Privy-Coun-
icllor Crofck, to makeAftronomical Obfervations in

phig
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this Place through the whole Year. We took up
our.Lodging with a Student from Coningsberg. The
25th of April, we were upon the fo called Lion-
Mountain, Which 1s extraordinary lofty. And be-
caufe we got up quite alone, we fung fome {pi-

ritual Hymns to the Praife and Glory of God, in

Confideration of his manifold Goodnefs. The
Taffel- and Devil’s-Mountain, as they call it, being
exceflively high, we forbore to afcend. Truly, we
think, one hasa World of Reafon, to be furprifed
at the marvellous Works of God, fo confpicuoni-
ly difplay’d in Nature. The Dutch Eaft-India Com-
pany has here an extraordinary fine and fpacious
Garden, ftored with all Manner of rare and pre-
cious Plants. We faw in it ftrange kinds of Beafts ;
as a Sea-Cow, refembling much the Defcription
given by Fob of Bebemoth: a Rhinoceros, almoft as
big as an Elephant; an E/k, a wild Horfe, being
in part white and red-ftreaked ; a Moufe-Dog,
Badgers, wild Goars with crooked Horns ; like-
wife Harts quite differing in Shape from thofe in
Enrope : Lions, Fifhes, with ftrong fharp-cdged
Prickles inftead of Fins. One of them had a Bump
under the Body, which when blown up, the
Pricks rofe up to that Degree, that no Body
durft touch him. There was alfo at the fame time

a Fifh caught in a Net, of fo diffufive a Poifon,

~ that if one touched him only with his Shoe, he

llllllll

could not walk for fome time upon that Foot, feel-
Ing a {enfible pain ftruck thro’ the whole Body.
‘TheSeamen could not remember that they ever faw
fuch another. Befides this, the Country affords
very good Corn with other Fruits, but their Crop
was already gathered in Fanuary laft. Their Wintet
had now begun ; but it was even then fo warm, as

It
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it ufeth to be with usin the hotteft Summer-days.
The whole Country with all its produ& is very
healthy. .

We¢ hope to f{ail from hence in a few Days, to
move near to the Eaff-Indies. The Lord be with
us, as He has been hitherto, and accompany us with
the Prote&tion of his Holy Angeéls! May he keep
us in his fear, and grant us to walk conftantly in
the Way of Truth! May he give us a holy Bold-
nefs to {pread the Good Savour of his Know-
ledge every where, that his Name be Praifed  in
and by us, his Kingdom enlarged, and his Will
be done wholly and perfe&tly! And now, dear
Friends and Brethren, be yealfo heartily commit-
ted to the Grace and Love of God. The Lord
fupport you by his Divine Power in the daily
difcharge of that Funétion, he has intrufted you
with. May he infpire you with Courage, and an
unfhaken prefence of mind, to pufh on the Work:
of Reformation, without fainting ! and reward at
laft your fidelity with temporaland eternal Blef-
fings! Remember us to your Families, and toall
them thatare united to us in Love. The Lord
Jefus be with your Spirit, Amen. We remain

Yogrs, &c.
Dated in Africa, from
she Cape of Good Hope
April ehe 301h, 17¢6,
Bartholomew Ziegenbalgh.
Henry Plutfcho. '
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The Miflionaries fet out from the Cape
of Good Hope in Africa, and [afely
arrive at Tranquebar i the Faft-
Indies, on the Coaft of Coromandel.

Dear Friends,

I NCE the Lord in his infinite Mercy has
been pleafed to bring us hither fafe and found,

we find our felves i Duty bound, moft humbly
to return. Thanks for fo fignal a Favour, and
likewife' to encourage our Friends to join with
us in fo noble an Exercife ; being fully aflured,
that your Prayers and Good Wifhes have all along
attended us hither. After what manner we ar-
rived at the Cape of Good Fope, has been declared
to you by Letters, fent by way of England and
Denmark, which we hope are come to your Hands.
From this place, where (after the mouldy
Bread, .dead Beer, and {tinking Water we had
lived upon for fome ywhile) we were refrefhed
with good and wholefome Cheer, we {ailed the
Eighth of A7ay well victualled, and foon after
met with great Cold. Returning under the 3oth
to the 39th Degree or thereabouts, towards the
South, we had almoft nothing elfe but Thunder,
Lightning and Hail, with {uch a violent Storm,
the like we never perceived beyond the Cape. One
time the upper-part of the Main-Maft was fplit
10t0
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into Three Pieces, and in the Gabin €very thing
was broke with a prodigious Violence, which
might have proved very fatal to wus, if the Lord
had not been pleafed to prevent it to our no fmail
Aftonifhment. The 24th of May we reached
the great Ifland of Afadagafcar, and fhortly af-
ter Mauritia. Afterwards we fell {fenfibly a fecond
time into the warm Climate, where our Men went
again to Fifhing. Having pafled the Tropic of
Capricorn  OI the 13th of Fume, we came the
24th to the Maldive-Iflands. Our Ship was daily
ftored with abundance of Birds, of fo dull a na-
ture, that they of their own accord flew into
our Hands, or lighting down near us, wou’d
play with us. Nay, they wou’d by no Means
be turn’d oft, till they by force were driven a-
way.

The 27th of Fune we happily pafled the Equi-
notical-Linea fecond time. After having plyed
a few Days, and getting no Sight of the lfland
of Ceylon, we begun to be fomewhat uneafy, being
afraid we had taken the wrong Courfe of failing.
We founded the Depth with the Plummet eve-
ry Day, and at laft found our felves near fome
Land. Soon after perceiving we were got into
the Tract of Camerin, we failed back again. And
now certainly fuppofing, we fhould come in Sight
of Ceylon, and yet {till fruftrated in our Hopes, we
were not a little concerned, knowing that but a
few Years ago a Danifh Ship had unfortunately
been caft away hercabouts: The Captain and the
Pilate climbing up the Main-Top-Maft, look’d a-
bout. In the Stern of the Ship they kept the
Lead going, and fo took every where the neceflary
Precautions.in {o critical a Jun@ure of Time. The

Wind
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Wwind blew fo violent, that the Ship, like an Ar-
yow, cut its Way through the midft of the Waves.
And it was then, when our Men cry’d out allon a
fudden, that large Sand-banks were juft before us.
This we fhou’d not at all have been fenfible of, if
the Wind had not been fo beifterous, and with its
Vehement battering and beating back of theWaves,
had not made fuch a prodigious ecchoing and roar-
ing Noife. Here we feafonably remembred the
Words of the 139 Pfalm : Whither (hall I g0 from Thy
Spirst, or whither [hall I flee from thy Prefence ? If I
fhould take the Wings of the Morning, and dwell
in the uttermoft Parts of the Seas even there would
thy Hand find me. -

But the Lord happily delivered us out of this
Danger, and foon after granted us to come in Sight
of Ceylon, which Ifland we touched very near, being
refrefh’d in our Paflage with a delicate Fruit
come from thence called Azas. In calm Weather
we could {py the Blephants walking on the Shoar.

At laft all thefe Toils and Fatigues ended in
a happy Arrival, and on the oth of Fuly we
cow'd {ay : Hitherto the Lord hath helped us )

Contigimus Portum, quo mihi curfus erat !

We arrived in good Health, and were recei-
ved with great Joy. Whilft we were aboard, wg
paffed our Time among other Things, with ta-
king down in writing fuch AMedirations as we
made upon certain Subje&ts, and particularly up-
on the Nature of true Wifdom, and the Harmony
betwixt the Kingdom of Nature and Grace. This
Place lies under the 11¢h Degree this Side the Line,
&is altogether ftocked withAZalabarian Heathens; {0
that we fhall find Work enough cut out for us here,

& with-
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without being obliged, to go further up into the
Country for the prefent. We converfe daily with
them, and allow every one a free Accefs tous:
Which is the Reafon, that they begin to love us
heartily. So much for the prefent: Our hearty
greeting to all our Friends. Mr. Plutfhow, my
dear Brother . and Fellow-Labourer in the
Work of the Lord, wifhes you with me the Blefs
fing of the Lord upon your Function. I reft

' Yours
Irs the Ealt Indies, a2 Tranz
quebar, onthe Gosft of Cora-
mandel July ¢he »2th 1706,

Bartholomew Ziegenbalgh,

:ﬂﬁ}zrﬁer of the Gofpel among
the Heathens.

LETTER:
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b T CE B R L
Of the Grofs and Blind Idolatry of the

‘Malabarians.
An Account of their [everal Idols.

- Their Notion of the Sun, and other Ce-
leftial Bodies.

HAving‘ made lome Enquiry into the Princi-
ples both of the Diwinity and Philofophy now
in vogue among thefe Heathens, and finding a vaft
difference betwixt their Divinity, and that which
God has conféerred upon us Europeans 5 1 could not
forbear to impart to you fome account thereof
to the end, that by comparing one with the o-
ther, we might learn thus to fet a right value up-
on the Grace vouchfafed unto us by the Good-
nefs.of.God..'s" ... . |
FirSt then, AS for the Divinity of the Afalaba-
rians 3 (Thisis the Name whereby they are com-
monly knownin the Traé of the whole Country.)
I have obferved, that the fame is interlaced with
a2 World of Fables and Idolatrous Fictions. They
have many Hundreds of Gods, but own never-
thelefs but one Divine Being, to be the Spring and
original Source of all other Gods and Things. It
1s called by them Jfparerra, which in their Lan-
guage imports as much as a Deity. This fparetray
they fay, before any thing was created, transfor-

¢ 2 med
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med himfelf intoan Egg : Out of which the w hole
Syftem of Heaven and Earth, and all that is con-
tained therein, was afterwards produced.

From this Divinity, as their Tradition runs,
did originally {fpring forth fomething, which they
call Kiwelinga, which 18 worfhipped in their Tem-
ples like God. From this Kiwelinga, they fay
further, three other Great Gods took their Rife
viz. Bramma, Wifchtuuwm, aud Ifpara. Brammais
fiid to create and make "all things: Wifchtnum,
to rule over things created ; and Ifpara, to de-
ftroy ’em again. They are all three fet up here
in large Pagodes or Temples. Perhaps this poor
People may have ance heard, that there 1s one Di-
vine Being, but made manifeft in Three Perfons;
they aferibing in many Things fuch Characters
to Bramma, as we appropriate to JE S U §
CHRT1ST. They fay, he has a humane Na-
ture, but four Heads, and that he has given to
Mankind four Books. The Firft of thefe did
treat of Divinity, and of the Firft original Princi-
ple of all Things. The Second of Powers, and
the Various Metamorphofes or Tran{mutations
of all Things. The Third they {ay, contains
Good Morals; and the Fourth, the Duties to be
obferved in their Idolatrous Worthip.

[ was fome Days ago with an Old Teacher
of theirs, and defired him to tranferibe for my
nfe, the Threelaft of thefe Books 1n their own
j.anguage, offering him ready Money for his
I .abour 3 but I could not prevail with him, he pre-
sending it to be contrary to;their Laws, to com-
municate them to a Chriftian. However, he
promifed to copy out for me fuch Morals

| and
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and Cuftoms, as were ufually obferved among
‘em. ' .

ISPARA 1is the Top of all the Malabarian
Gods, and worfhiped accordingly. He is ereéted
ina large Pagode or Temple, having Three Eyes ;
one of which is fix’d in the Forehead, and by
them believed to burn upall whatfoever it looks
on. Oneach fide he has Eight Hands, making
Sixteen in all. 'In each of thefe he holdeth fome-
thing particular ; but [ have not been able as yet,
to learn the Mylteries figur’d out by thefe
Things. On his Neck hangeth a little Bell, as
the Cows ufe to wear in our Country. On his
Forehead 1s feen a half Moon, and is for the
reft arrayed with Serpents and Tygers. His
Bignefs they fay, encompalfles all the Seven Heavens
abave,and all theSevenWorlds beneath. There goes
a Story among ’em, that this J/para making once
merry with his Heavenly Spirits, and looking
on his Bignefs, fancied he had none like to him-
felt. Bramma and Wifchtnum, much netled at
the exceflive pride of their Fellow-God, pick’d
a Quarel with him, which at laft arofe to fuch a
heat, that Bramma loft one of his Heads by #/para’s
valour. The latter being focn after convinc’d of
the falfe ftep he had taken in this, fell 2 repent-
ing for his diforderly doings, and rambled about
begging, for twelve Years together. What ftrange
Adventures he did meet with, during that inter-
val, would be too tedious, to relate here at
large. Wifchtnum {eeing his poor Brother-God
wander about in fuch a beggerly Conditian, at-
tempts to refcue him ; and for that purpofe me-
tamorphofeth himfelf into a Beautiful Firgin.
But this Accoung is attended again with' along

O | train
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train of Tales and Fid&ions, too prolixe to be
rehearfed here. However, thefe and other im-
pertinent Stories are fet out by the Malabarians
in {uch fine Florifhes of Wit, and adorn’d with
fuch a poetical Air, that it may be pleafant e-
nough to read em; tho’ they refufe to impart
them at large to any Chriftian, let there be
~never fo much Money bid for them. I keep at
prefent a particular School-Mafter in my Houfe,
whom I hope to prevail with,, to tranfcribe for
me the Stories and Tranfac&ions of their feveral
Gods, in the Knowledge whereof he is extra-

ordinarily well verfed. |
ISP ARA has got three Sons; all which are
worfhipped here as Gods in three Temples. He
has alfo one Daughter, whom they give out to
be a great Princefs among the Heavenly Vir-
gins. She 1sas Black as a Cole, with three huge
Sow-tufhes in her Mouth. Our Governour lend-
ing me one Day his Horfe, to take the Diver-
fion of riding a little about in the Country,
I had the good Hap, to fee this Dames fet out
in all her Fineries, and riding in a handfome
Chariot. | |
The third God, who is greatly efteem’d a-
mong the Malabarians, is WISCHT NUM ; whom
they report to be quite Black, with one Head
and four Hands. They’ll tell you a World of
Stories of his Life and A&ions. Among other
Fictions they pretend, that he is fubject to a
tenfold Tranfmutation, the laft of which is ftill
to come. And this perhaps may be the chief
Caufe, that hath given birth to the Notion of
the Soul’s Tranfmigration after Death, now gene-
rally believed among thefe Heathens. The Fir?
| - Trani-
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Tranfmutation of this God was into a Fifh ; the
Second, into a Tortois ; the Third,1nto a Hogg ; the
Fourth, half into a Lion, and halfintoa Man ; the
Fifth, into a Bramine ; (#)theSixth,into a fair come-
ly Child 5 the Seventh, into a Ram. They tell us,
that this God underftood in the Twelfth Year of
his Age all the Secrets and Myfteries of Things.
“That afterwards he wrought a great many won-
ders up and down in the World ; purchafing his
Bride from a powerful King, by the Means of
many furprizing exploits and atchievements.
Soon after he had the Misfortune, to be be-
reav’d of his Bride by a crafty and valiant Giant,
who having fecretly conveyed her away, put
- Wifchtnum to a deal of Grief and Vexation. How-
cver, he refcued her at laft from her captivity,

after a long and tedions Combat, having defeat-
ed therein Thoufands of Giants. And from thefe
and other Talesof that nature, we may rational-
ly infer, that this deluded People have heard,
ome imperfe@ Rumour of Chriift, but taken 1t

T ] i =y o T ——— &

(a) 'Tis not explained what o Bramin 7s 3 but the Gentleman
that publifh’d an Account of Sir 'Thomas Roe’s Voyage to Ealt-
India 1665, writes thus, Pag.439. . Theiliterate Pricfts of all that
¢ People for the generality of them are called Bramins, who derive
< themfelves from Bramon, whom they [ay, was one of the firft
¢ Men that inhabited the World. Thofe Bramins, a5 I con-
¢ ceive, are they, which the ancient Stories call Brachmans, buz
with this difference, that thefe Brachmans were accounted learn-
ed Men, for the learning of thofe times wherein they lived ; But
thefe Bramins are a very [ily, [ottifh, and ignorant [ort of People 5
who are [0 inconftant in their Principles, as that they [carce know
what theParticulars ave, which they hold and maintain as Truths.
Their Prieft-hood is hereditary ; for all ti:rq]: ¢ Bramins Sons are
Priefts, and they all take the Daughters of Bramins o be their
Wives. They have Images in theirPagods made in monftruousShapes,
‘ which the ancient Brachmans are fa'd not 20 Lave endured.
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in all in a huddle, and interlacing it witha Wocld
of Fables:

As tothe Eighth Tranfmutation, the Heathens
do not pretend to any Certainty themielves.
The Ninth, according to their Tradition, ended
in the Shape of a Man, whom they reprefent,
as one fitting in a doleful pofture, and implor-
ing the Great God Day and Night, with Eyes
turned downwards. And they give out, he Is
to do fo ftill thefe many Thoufand Years, before
he can be fet at Liberty. - And this they fay,
was the time, wherein they now lived. It may
be, that this is a fhadow of the Interceffion of
Chrift ; which they {feem to point at in their
Narration. His laft and Tenth Tranfmutation,
(and here we may guefs, that they have likewife
fome imperfe Notion of the Day of Fudgment 3)
is to be into a Flying Horfe. About that time,
they fay, the Sins of Med would increafe to a
Prodigious height; infomuch that this Horfe,
would fet down his Foot, now lifted up for the
Punifbment of Men, to the Ground, with fo ex-
traordinary an Impreflion, that the great Ser-
pent which bears the Earth, trembling hereat,
would let fall the World. And this would be the
period of this World, and the beginning of an-
other.

This fhort draught may ferve, to give You

2 Imack of their Ridiculons Theologie. Ope

mright add a great deal more concerning their
Pharlofophical Principles ; but for the prefent I’R

only tell you, that they hold, there are Seven

Heavm;g and Seven Worlds, altogether bore up
by 2 {winging Serpent. In Phyfical and Adathe-
marscal” Affairs, they don’t feem to have any

eréat Knowledge, tho for the reft they be quick

B o
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enough of Appprehenﬁon. To the Sun, Mooa,
and other Stars, they attribute humane Sonls.
And particularly concerning the Sun, they tell
us, that he has Seven Eyes, one whereof was
only open at this prefent time: fhould the re-
maining fix be opened too, no body would be
able, to endure the heat thereof. Thunder is
cal’d by them the Talk of the Clonds. They be-
lieve, that there are many Angels, and that every
one of them has a peculiar office to attend. They
own no Refurreétion of Bodies, but a Tranfmigra-
tion of the Soul into other Men, Dogs, Serpents,
¢¢c. From this {prings up another Notion, viz.
that whofo any ways abufeth another in this
Life, fhall after his Death become a Slave to the
injured Perfon. They fancy, the World has been
already thrice deftroyed by Water, and would pe-
rifh once more by the fame Element. They hold
that the Length of a Man had been 1n the begin-
ning four bundred Cubits, but was afierwards gra-
dually diminifhed, and would continue {o to do, till
he was reduced to a Span. TheYears from theCrea-
tion of the World exceed already many Thoufands
of Thoufands after their Calculation.

ButI am tired with rehear{ing to you fo much of
this ufelefs trafh. May the Lord commiferate the
fate of thefe poor deéluded Souls, and enlighten
the Eyes of the Chriftians, to {ee, how far they
are obliged, to improve the light of the Go{pel,
now fo glorioufly fhining upon ’em, and walk as
Children of the Light, whilft they haveit! I
remain | |

Yours
Tranquebars Sept. the
2d. 1706,

LET-
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L 1TT1T ER IV

Duficulty of the Malabarian Language.
The Readinefs of the Malabarians i

arguing. The Miffionaries i Danger, on |
Account of the Roman-Catholicks, =

Aving given you in the foregoing Letter
fome Account of the Idols of the Maliba-

rians 5 1 fhall now proceed both to their and the
Portuguefe Language 5 with the latter whereof, we
have hitherto endeavoured to acquaint our felves,
fuppofing it might prove a Means for the bet-
ter Difcharge of our Paftoral Fun&ion towards
the poor Heathens. In learning the Portuguefe,
we have pafled through many Difficulties, having
been all along deftitute, both in our Ship and in
this Country, of all Manner of nfeful Helps ta
get 1t. Befides this, we perceived a vaft Diffe-
rence betwixt the vulgar Portuguefe, fpoke here
by many Heathens themfelves, and the Manner
how it is fpoke in the native Country. We
thought it therefore neceMMary, to render the Fun-
damentals of this latter Diale& fo familiar unto
us, that we might be able afterwards, to conde-
icend alfo to the more vulgar Delivery. In order
to this, we had a ftrange Providence attending us,
in getting a New-Teftament in native Portugucfe,
together with a Grammar, compiled for the Be-
nefit of fuch Portuguefe as have a Mind to learn

E 'fg‘“
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Latin. By daily reading of thefe two Books, and
continual hearing and {peaking that "l ongue, we
have made now fuch a confiderable Progrefs in
it, that we are able, pretty well to catechize the
Heathens in Portuguefe, defigning alfo to fet
down in that Language a Colleétion of the chief
Heads of the whole Scripture -and Chriftian Do-
arine, and then get them tranflated out of this
into Malabarick. However, the Malabarian Lan-
cnage being involved in far more Difficulties than
the Portuguefe, we at firft were at a {tand, not
knowing, whether it would be wifely dong, to
fpend. our time in learning It; efpecially fince
we found the Portuguefe as yet fulhcent for our
Defign : And as for fuch of the Heathens.as were
unacquainted therewith, we -thought to-.manage
them by .the Help of our Servant, he having
both Languages, and-fit enongh to"be an Inter--
preter. - e amn, ¥ 2
Befides: this; “we «did not:intend to- make any .
Jonger Stay here than  the-Three Years engaged.
in at our Departure. But at Il it fell o out,
that we agreed, one of us {hould refolve, either
to continue. here conftantly, or at leaft a confi-
derable time longer, and {o confequently employ
himfelf to get the Language of the Country to
fuch a Degree, asto be fit to 1mprove it to the
main Scope we are fent for hither. In order
hereto we calt Lots; and the Lot falling upon
Mr. Plutfcho, he readily embraced 1t, and now ap-
plieth himfelf entirely to the attaining of that
Language. As for me, tho’ I don’t defign to be
aite without the Knowledge of this Language;
‘pending an Hour or two every Day to that
Purpgfef: Yet the chief Bent of my Endeavou_r&
| W1
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will be, to fet down in Portuguefe, the more
Jubftantial Points of Chriftian Dotrine, and by
Means of an able Interpreter, fee ’em tranfla-
ted into AMalabarick ; whereby one thing or other
will {till ftick to the Memory. To facilitate the
whole Defign, we maintain a particular School-
Mafter in the Houfe, in hopes that God will fe-
cond it with his Blefling. But to give you a
Tafte of the AMulabarian Charatters, or Way of
Wrriting, I will fetdown here and decipher to you
the Mala barickLetters themfelves, that at leaft you
may fee, that thefe Heathensare a People quick
and fharp enough in their Way. |

2. 24(8-F.2-9 o erers
| .2_[ . L) - O, 5 i

F--F..-.--—-._.r:.‘. = p— [ e Y

A few Days ago. 1 caufed the Lord’s-Prayer to-
gether with another for truye Converfion, firft
done in the Portuguefe Tongue, to be put into
Malabarick, for the Ufe of {uch Heathens as have
a Mind, to embrace the Chriftian Religion. [
began alfhy to collet a Diltionary, with the Help
of my Collegue. The Method we ufed was this :
Firft, I had every Word of their Language
rightly ipelled and written in the Prefence of

fome
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fome Malabarians 5 and then the genuine Pronyn-
ciation added with Latinz Letters, and at laft the
Signification put to it. For Inftance : Tumpiran
Deus. Tagappen, Pater. Magen, Filius. Arthal,
Mater. Magdyl, Filia. _Andawen, Dominus. _Azn-
dat(h, Domina. Bottacham, Liber. Wattyjan, Lu-
di Magiiter. Pyrampn, Baculus. _Athy, Vapulare.
Watachn, Lignum. Welechaten, Servus. _Atumey,
Sclavus. Katty, Culter. Kartn, Aér, ¢c. The
greateflt Difhiculty lieth in the Gutrurals ; which
we have not all in our Languages. Hence it is,
that the Pronunciation of their Words cannot
be fo nicely defcribed in Lariz. They on t’other
Hand, are not a little puzled with the Labials
of the Europeans, much lefs can they prick ’em
down in their own Langunage. §8

1t were to be wifthed,that the Aalabarick Tongue
was taught and learntin Ewurope, with as great Indu-
ftry as any other of the Esffer» Languages ; efpecial-
ly,fince thefe Heathens are a very numerousPeople,
and make a large Body' of the Egffern Nation.
By this Means they might, under God’s Afliftance,
be refcued from their grofs Blindnefs and Igno-
rance ¢ if Proteftant Kings and Powers would
but readily join in lending a helping Hand to fo
glorions a Work, and furnith a competent Stock,
for making the neceflary Preparations .towards
it. At this Rate we fhould be enabled, to lay
open in time all the Secrets of their Divinity and
Philefophy, fetching them from their own Wri-
tings, enriched with Fables cunning enough,
and trimm’a up with as fine poetical Fancies and
Flourifhes, as many of our Heathenith Authors,
both in Greck and Latin. And we might perhaps
find at leaft as folid and rational Conclufions in

their
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their Writings, as in the much admired Ariftotle;
tho’ not involved in fo many Intricacies and hard
notional Terms of Logick; Rhetorick, and Meta-

phyficks, as Ariftotle’s Trafh. .. g o0

I muft confefs, that my School-Mafter being a
Man of Threefcore and Ten Years, has often put
{fuch Philofophical Queftions to me, as really made
me. believe, that in fearching their Notions, one
might difcover things very fit to entertain the
Curiofity of many a learned Head in Europe. 1|
am now in fearch after them, and get them
tranfcribed at no {fmall Expence, it being very
ufeful for our Defign, to have a competent In-
{ight into the Grounds their idolatrous Worfhip
is raifed on, and into all the other Matters relating,
thereto. Such a Difcovery may in time provea
- Means, to ftrike at the very Fundamentals of their
Religion, and convince ’em of the Groundlefnefs
the whole Structure of their Idolatry refts on, and
at laft, after the Removal of fuch Prejudices, clear
the Way for a true and fubftantial Knowledge.

Truly, the Malabarians being a witty and faga-
cious People, muft needs be managed with a
great deal of Wifdom and Circum{peétion. Our
School-Mafter argueth daily with us, and requi-
reth good Reafons and Atrguments for every
thing. We hope to bring him over to Chriftian
Knowledge ; but he is confident as yet, that at
one time ot other, we fhallall turn Mulzbarians,
and in this Hope he takes all the Pains imagina-
ble, to render things .as plain and eafie to us as
poflible. |

This Day an eminent black Merchant gave us
a Vifit, and afforded an Occafion to many a good
Difcourfe. The chief Strefs of our Conference

ran
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ran tpoit the Folly of the Malabar-Idols, he be-
ing entirely on our Side, and addrefling himfelf to
our School-Mafter, told him in plain Terms, what
preat Reafons the Malabarians had, to turn to the
One and onlytrue God. Such kind of Vifits and
Conferences we enjoy almoft every Day, having
for our better Conveniency, hired a Houfe for our
{elves. The Roman-Catholicks are 1n +the mean
rime very vigilant, to fhew us fome ill Trick or
other, their Spies having been with us but juft
now ; but we civilly difmiffed them. May the
Lord God of Hofts, whofe Work we defign to
promote, proteét us, and gather. unto himfelf at
faft, a Church and peculiar People from among
this wild Multitude of Heathens! Let then the
Devil and his infernal Hetd rage againftit to its
utmoft ; we know there is an over-ruling Power,
confining him to fuch Boundaries, as he will not be
able to tranfgrefs. We defire your hearty Pray-
ers, together with thofe of all our Friends, ¢s.

Yours

r4: Tranquebar 7
bk Eaft-Indies,

Sept. 16¢h, 1706,
e o

LET:



llllllllll

3%  Ofne Impedimmt& obftructing

LETTER V.

The vicious Life of the Chriftians greatly
objtructs the Converfion of the Fleathens.
Some otber Obflacles related.  The Ne-
ceffity of affifting the Mifionaries with fea-
[fonable Supplies of Money.  ‘They fer up
a Charity=School in_their own Houfe, &c.

HE God of all Mercy, who, after having

fately brought us hither, has, in the mid{t
of thefe wild Countries, been all along our po-
tent Father and Protecor, quicken you by his Spi-
rit, and affe& you with a lively Senfe of ail the
Tokens of his Favour attending us from the very
Hour of our Departure to this Day, to the ever-
lafting Praife of his Name and Goodnefs !

"Tis to Day juft a Twelve Month, fince you,
dear Fathers and Brethren, firft offered me that
Paftoral Fun&ion, which I am now actually en-
tred upon for the Service of the Malabar-Hea-
thens; and ‘having now converfed with ‘em
theie Three Months, and together with my Fel-
low-Labourer pretty near viewed the Condition
they live in; I thought my felf in Duty bound,
to acquaint you as well as I can, with the prefent
Stare of this Baftern Nation. 1 muft freely con-

fefs, That it is very hard to make any Impref~
fion wpon their ‘Mind, or to bring ’em over ont

of
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of that grofs Blindnefs that overfpreads ’em, to the
glorious Light of the holy Gofpel. The chief Reafon
of their. Averfion to Chriftianity is caufed by The
[candalous, ¢ corrupted Life of the Chriftians, conver-
fing with & refiding among them.This hasinfpired
‘em with a miore than ordinary Hatred and Dete-
ftation of any thing, that favours of Chriftian Re-
ligion ; “counting it a great Sin, if any of ’em
fhould make bold, to eat or todrink witha Chri-
ftian. ~ Nay, they look upon the Chriftians, as the
very Dregs of the World, and the general Bane
of Mankind.

Secondly: Their idolatrous Worfhip feems to
them to have more Truth and Pleafsntne/s in it,
than the Doé@rine of Chrift : Both becaufe they
fancy theirs to be of an elder Date, and contain
motre curious and delightful Paftimes, than the
revealed Word of our God, which they think to
propofe nothing, but a deal of tedious and mor-
tifying Matters, and not work fo much upon the
Senfes, as upon the inward .Frame of the Mind.
When on the contrary, their Paflions are fired by:
a Huddle of material things, (fuch as their Idols)
ftriking in upon the fenfitive Part. And though
fome of ’em have been fo far convinced by us of
the Sottithnefs of their Way of Worfhip, that
they readily confeffed, There was but One God,
and all other Gods were but Servants or Atten-
dants of that One : Yet they don’t think this a
Reafon ftrong enough, to make ’em engage in the
Chriftian Religion, ot to hold this for the only
true one. They believe, that any one, who has
but led an honeft Life in this World, let him
be otherwife what he will, fhall, after Death, re-

ot as they call it) or Reward.
celve a_'good Lugas ( D i _ ) Some

CRASOKE S EE

llllllllll



14 Of the Impediments obftruétiny

Some had the Confidence to defire of us to Day,
that we would thruft a Book containing the Prin-
ciples of our Religion, into the Fire, and they
would do the fame with another, containing the
Rites of their Wopfhip: If theirs fhould happen
to be confumed by the Fire, they wou’d all turn
Chriftians 5 But if ours fhow’d undergo that Fate,
and theirs remain unhurt, we fhould all come
home to them in the fame Belief and Fancies :
But 1n Cafe the Fire fhou’d deftroy both the
Books, then none of the contending Parties fhould
be in the Right.  We replied: That we ought
not to put the Great God to fuch trifling Trials,
fet on by the Itch of a vain and wanton Curio-
fity, and no ways grounded on any Revelation
of God’s Will, We told ’em, that every one had
a Confcience given him as a Touch-Stone to dif-
cern betwixt true and falfe, good and bad ; and
if they fhould prove difobedient and refractory
to this Monitor, that then God had juft Reafon
to bind ’em over to everlafting Torments, they
having obftinately reje@ed the Tender of Grace
in time. -
Thirdly - Their Converfion is alfo very much ob-
ftruted by the Conduet of the Roman-Catholicks,
who ufe to decoy ’em into fo called Chriftianity,
by all Manner of finifter Pra&ices and nnder-hand
dealings. Hence they are afraid of us as of defign-
ing Men, ready to fteal in upon ’em by fome
craftily-contrived Proje@ts. To remove this
headftrong Prejudice, we ‘have protefted all a-
long, we never defigned to ufe either Force or
Craft, 1nthe Converfion of their Souls, but leave
cvery one to his free Choice and Liberty.

Fourthly:
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Fourthly : Another Obftacle of the Converfion
of Heathens, is the woful Sight they have of fome
Hundreds of Corverts brought over by Papiits to
the Church of Rome, and then left in fuch Sereights
and Miferies, as oblige them, to beg their
Bread at other Peoples Doors. Thefe uncharita-
ble Doings very much offend the Aalabar-Hea-
thens. They fay, ’twas but reafonable, Chriftians
fhould provide for the Houfhold of their own
Faith, either by maintaining the Poor in their
Neceflities, or by putting them to fome ufeful
Employment, that fo they might-have no need of
{feeking their Bread in the open Streets.

Fifthly: Every one that turns Chriftian, (not
being the Head of a Family) is prefently banifh-
ed from bis whole Eftate and Kindred, not daring
{fo much as come near ’‘em again. They look
on him -as . the vileft and moft miferable
Wretch that ever lived. All thefe things are of
a fatal Confequence, and fo obftrudtive to the
Converfion of Heathens, that they feem to fore-
bode, that but little Good was to be done among,
em. Nay, foon after our Arrival we were like
to be difheartned by the Chriftians themielves,
refiding here. And Mr. N.W. told us plainly,
Though we might edifie fomething for a while,
yet all would be overthrown again with one
Blow ; he pretending to a certain Prognoftication
importing, that within the Compafs of Ten
Years the whole City would be fwallowed up by
the Inundation of the Sea. However, thefe Omie
nous prefages made little Impreflion upon us.
The more we. found our felves deftitute of all
humane Support, Help and Incouragement; the

more earneftly we applied our felves to the great
D2 God
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God himfelf, in Praying, Watching, and Wre-
ftling ; knowing full well, that he alone is able
to carry us thorough fo weighty an Underta-
king as this.And becaufe even this little time of our
being here has not been left without a Blefling,
(both Chriftians and Heathens having been {o
powerfully wrought upon, that every one’s Eyes
are fixed upon our Life and Converfation, and
feem to expect more Good, from that, then per-
haps fronl a Sermon preached to them every Day)
we think we have Reafon enough to depend with
the fuller Aflurance npon’the Paternal: Goodnefs
of God, hoping he will beftow furthér Supplies
of his Grace upon our Life and Conduét, and not

ict us pals one Day without fome Blefling at-
tending our Endeavours. . ¥
We know‘that Hundreds of Souls daily fimplore
the Lord,for difplaying theGlory of his Name eve-
ry where. And this muft needs have al{o fomeInfiu-
¢nce upon our Work among thefe Heathens. And
though we know before hand, that we fhall be
cxpoled to the infulting: and perfecuting Spirit
both of the falfeChriftians andwild Malabarianshere s
yet pernaps all this may redound to our greater
Good, and be helpful to ‘promote the more the
Work once begun, and‘ fo confequently prove
rather a Caufe of Joy than of Sorrow, May the
Lord be pleafed to fupport us conftantly with
that Prefence of Spirit, 'he. hitherto has freely
conferred upon us, and enable us to {pend’ the
Relidue of our Days intirely in his Service, that
fo we may juftly bear-the Chara&ér of fincere
Witnefes of bis Truth. In the mean time I'am
fully convinced, that God will he praifed through
our Miniftry among the Heathens: if not by a
St St e,
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faving Converfion, which we labour after » yet at
lealt by the earneft Tender of his Grace offered
to them for the Good of their Souls. In order
hereunto, we are now drawing up, with all Di-
ligence, a Scheme of the Articles of Chriftian Dg-
¢trine, and of their Coherence in the Work of
Salvation ; that fo they may get a competent
Infight into the whole Oeconomy of the Reftau-
ration of Mankind. This is firlt to be done in
Portuguefe, and then to be put into Aalabarick.
It after this, we fhould think it neceffary, to lay
open alfo in Writing the Folly and Falfity of
their Way, it may then the eafier be carried on,
by obferving the fame Method. This is the
Reafon, why I have taken fome Paipns to unravel
the Hiftories of their Geds, by frequent Converfa-
tion with one or other upon this Subjec, and en-
deavour’d to get ’em tranfcribed, as things that
may prove {ubfervient to the main Scope of our
Bufine{s here.

We have alfo begun to fet up a {mall Charity-
School, deligning by little and little to encreafe
the Number of Malabarian Boys; not only pra-
viding them with Food, but inftruéting ’em alfo in
their and our Language, but chiefly in the fun-
damental Principles of Chriftian Knowledge, in
Hopes, they may one time prove ufeful, if not
to us, yet perhaps to thofe that are like to come
atter us, and ingage in the fame Work. Truly,
the Training up of Children, will be of the greateit
Confequence in this Matter. If we were but able,
to purchafe and maintain a pretty many of ’em,
the Work might by thefe Means be undoubted-
ly fpread in a little while, and under the Blef-
fing of God, produce the defired Effect, Befides

. | D3 this,
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this, we find it very neceflary, to make fome. cha.
“ritable Foundations for the Support of fuch poor
Heathens, as, by embracing the Chriftian Reli-
“gion, are expelled from all their Pofleflions, and
fo at firft will ftand in need of fome Help,
whereby to fubfift. And all this, you’ll fay, will
certainly require confiderable Sums. Truly, we
muft confefs, that after God’s Grace, the greateft .
Benefit will accrue unto this Affair from feafon-
‘able Supplies of well difpofed Souls. But there
is no fuch Charity to be expefted in this Coun-
try. We have indeed put up an Alms-Box in
our Houfe, but we find nothing in it but what
we put 1n our {elves. For this Reafon we have
moft humbly petitioned his Majefty, the King of
Denmark, to aflift us with fome generous Relief.
But {ince this new Work, both in its firft Foun-
dation, and the fucceeding Progrefs, will prove
very expenfive, we at the fame time intreat alfo
all the Well-wifhers, to the Canfe of God, to
commiferate the deplorable State of thefe poor
Heathens, and by fome charitable and bountiful
Effufions, tending to the Maintenance of the Body,
advance the Converfion of thefe deluded Souls.
For this End, we befeech you to communicate the
Letter to all fuch, as any ways are concerned for
the Welfare of their Fellow-Creatures, and in-
clined, to open their Hearts to the Needy. :
Mean while, feeing we cannot reap the Fruits
of this Charity, nor enjoy the Royal Bounty of
his Majefty till two Years hence ; we fhall, what-
ever we can poflibly fpare from our Salary, lay
out for this Purpofe, and perhaps take upon Inte-
reft fome Money from the Adalabarians, to the |
End we may, without any Lofs of time,‘malge |
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the neceflary Difpofition, both for fetling our
Charity-School on.a better Foot, and what is
more, for gettinga confiderable Number of Books
tranicribed for the Ufe of the Heathens. Should
we be emabled in time, to build a convenient
Houfe as well for our Habitation, as for keep-
ing therein our Church and School, it would un«
doubtedly prove highly ferviceable for furthering
the Work in Hand. We have alfo been confide-
ring, whether it might not be expedient, with
our own Hand, neatly' to tranfcribe the Funda-
mentals of our Religion, and together with a
handfome Prefent to tranfmit it to the King of
the Malabarians, called Tranjou, petitioning him
withal, to examine and ponder the Contents
thereof, with the wifeft of his Men, and after
due Examination, favour it with his ProteZion,
and fo let it freely pafsin the Dominions fubjeét to
him.

And now, dear Friends, let a plentiful Blef
fing come to us over Water, and aflire your
felves, that the Lord will reward you an Hundred
Fold. We have drawn up certain Prapigj;zl.r, and
therein delivered our Thoughts, about a fuccefsful
carrying on of this Defign, and fent it to Cop-
pen Hague. May the Lord glorioufly difplay his

- great Name, 1n thefe latter times, over the whole
Face of the Earth! May he beftow fuch a Mea-
fure of Grace and holy Boldnefs upon us his
unworthy Servants here among the Heathens, as
to make us able to refcue, by the gracious In-
fluence of his Spirit, many Souls from their na-
tural Ignorance, and to bring ’em over to 3 {aving
Knowledge of Chrift ! The fame God be pleafed
t0 fecond alfo your Endeavours in carrying on

‘ D4 his
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his Work. Remember us & our Heathens in your
daily Prayers. My dear Fellow-Labourer Mz.
Plutfcho, and my Servant Modaliapa, the firft
Fruits of the Heathens, fent their kind Greet-
ing to youin the Lord, ¢c. 1 remain,

Yours
In the Eaft-Indies 4z
Tranquebar,0&o0=
LR T LT 7B 6,

B. Z.

LET.
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Some particular Providence attends the Mif-
[wnaries in converting a Malabarian Gen-
tleman.  His Notions about the Mala-
bar-Gods, and Queftions concerning the
Chriftian Religion.  They begin to get

Acquaintance with King Tranjou.
OU may perhaps remember as yet the Words

Y {poke once when we were ftill with you :
If the Lord (hould be pleafed, to grant us the Conver-
fion but of one Soul among the Heathens, we [hould
think our Voyage [ufficiently rewarded. Now {eeing
our Defire has been anfwered thus far, T could
not but impart thefe glad Tidings to the Praife
of God and your own Satisfaction.’

As f{oon as we came to an Anchor here, a pret-
ty young Man of the Malabarian Race coming - to
our Ship, made fome Inquiry about us, and ask-
ed me: whether I would not take him to be my
Servant ¢ I advifing here upon with my Collegue,
we both thought it to be a Providence, and fo we
took him. His Name 1is Modaliapa, of about
Twenty Vears of Age. His Mother being ftill
alive, is defcended from s good Extration ;
her Grand-Father having been a Prince of this
Country. His Father ferved here the Eaff-In-
#ia Company, and got a .great deal of Wcalltjh:
g | ut
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But before he died, he gave all awdy to the Com.
pany ; with this Requeft, that they one time
might employ his Son in their Service, and fee
him well educated. He depofited alfo a certaip
Sum of Money for this Purpofe. But al] being
come to Nothing, both his own and his Mother’s
Eftate are fallen to decay, and this young Man
prought to that pafs, that he is fain to go to

Service for his L.ivelihood.

1his young Afalabarian, after he had been with
us for a matter of eight Days, and feen our Life
and Converfation, became ¢xtraordinarily kind to
us, 1nfomuch that he woud ask in the Porsuguefe
longue, (which he underftands very well) whe-
ther he might not ftay always with us, and tranf.
port himfelf one time or other into Eunrope ? We
replied : If this was his earneft Defire, he ought
then to embrace the Chriftiap Religion, and
learn our Langnage. He faid : As for the Chriftian
Religion, he woyld firft be inftructed in the fun-
damental Principles thereof, and get 3 campe-
tent Knowledge of our way of Worthip. But as
for the High-Durch, he fell to it immediately,
beginning now to read and to talk many things
pretty well. - We' knew at_ that time but little
Porvuguefe, which obliged us, in ogr Applications
to him, to make ufe of Images, and to convey
the Signification of things to his Mind by outward
Objedts and Reprefentations. However, we im-
ployed now and then fome others to inform him
infeveral Poings relating to Religion, efpecially in
the Dod&rine of the only trie God, and his Sox
Tefus Chrift, with the Holy Spirit : Likewife in the
Doctrine of -qur Mifery and falten Condition, &c.
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freely confefled, the way of Worfhip ufed by the
Malabarians, was erroneous, and that of the
Chriftians true. In all this he exprefled himfelt
with fo much Ingenuity and good Senfe, that I

was furprifed thereat, expecting no fuch thing;

from .a Heathen.
The 25th of Fuly one vifited wus, who was

t]lOrnghly acquainted with the Portuguefe Lans-
guage. ,To him Modaliapa applying himfelf in a
Difcourfe, began to talk of the Kings in Exrope,
rehearfing them all over one after another. I
gave him to underftand by that Friend, who alfo
{poke German, that true and real Chriftians were

[piritual Kings, and Inheritors of many glorious

Pofleflions purchafed by Chrift. His Anfwer was:
¢ He believed all this, but, faid he, in this
¢ Dignity fuch had only an Intereft, as had here
¢¢ conftantly converfed with God, and been en-
¢ tirely bent upon an holy Life. He faid: he
¢ knew alfo, That a Ring placed on his Throne,
¢ and a Beggar in his Rags, had all one Pedegree ;
t¢ Nay, he knew and believed, that this outward
w Yife was not the true Life 5 but that which 1s
¢¢ to come, where there would be go fuch Diftin-
¢« @&ion of Degrees, as thereis now oblerved in
«« the World betwixt Kings and Peafants, Blacks
¢« and Blancs. 2 1 caufed him further to be ask-
ed, whether he believed only one God? He
replied : ¢ There was no more but One, who
¢ had created him, with all other things in the
¢ World befides, and to this God he belonged
<« a5 well as the Blancs or Chriftians, notwith-
¢ ftanding the Blacknefs of his bodily Shape,
¢« whereby he was diftinguifhed from them. He
{aid ; « This God was a Rewarder af Good, and
T TR R TR GO S i
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¢ a Punifher of Evil, and that he heartily en-
* deavour’d to be nearer acquainted with him.
““ All this he faid, he was [o fully convinced
* of, that no Body fhou’d be able to argue him
¢ out on’t |

Afrer this he was asked again : Whether he
did own the 2Zalabar-Idols to be true Gods, and
confequently as fuch to be worlhipped ? He an-
Iwered Np: ¢ Adding, a Man cou’d be no
*“ God, much lefs coin Gods to himfelf. He
*“ knew well enough, that the Afalzbarians were
" 1ot in the way leading to a happy Life. He
** {aid : that very few of his Countrymen knew
“ any thing of this. And he was thy as yet to {peak.
"¢ to them about it, Knowing they wou’d cry
“ him down for a Liar, and do him all the
** Mifchief they cow’d. T asked him again, what
he believed of Jefus Chrift, and of the Dodtrine
Ot Chriftian Religion ? < ] am, quoth he, not fully
“ 1nftruéted in this matter, and therefore cann’t
"¢ at prefent give any latisfactory Account there-
=mars Bl heartily defire, “to have it ex-
““ plain’d to me, and  be taught {fuch things, as
I am as yet unacquainted wicth, He was asked
again, whether after 32 folid Convi&ion of the
Truoth of Chriftianity, he was refolved, rather ta
~cnounce all that he had jn the World, nay,
fuffer rather to be banifh’d from all his Friends
and Relations, upon Account .of this faving
Rnowledge, than to enjoy here fome tranfitory
Pleafures, and afterwards be eternally loft witch
his Idolatrous Countrymen ? In anfwer to this, he
alledged fevera] weighty reafpns, why he cou’d
§10t refolve upon thatas ye, viz. becaufe. he de-

fired
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fired firlt to have a thorough Conviction of al
thofe Principles, theChriftians did believe and own
to be ‘true. He faid: ¢ It wou’d make but a
“.great Noile among the AMalabarians, if he
““ fhow’d fuffer him{felf to be baptized {o foon.
“ and'yet at the fame time not to be able to give
“ any fuflicient reafon for his doingffo. Where-
“ fore he had rather put it off;, till he was able,
“ with folid Grounds to demonftrate that Truth,
¢“ he was initiated into.

Hereupon he gave us an Account of many won-
derful Trials &Providences he had pafled through.
‘“ Hetold us: that his Neck, Hands and Feet had
‘““ formerly been all adorned with Golden Chains .
““ but that he was brought now to fuch a low Ebb,
““asto be willing to ferve others, he himfelf
““ having had heretofore a long Train of Slaves
°¢ attending him. However, he protefted, that
“ under all thefe Difafters he was very eafie,
*“ knowing -they had done him a great deal of
*“ good. He fdid: as Man had brought nothing
‘¢ into ‘the World, fo he couw’d take nothing
“ with him at his going out on’t, befides his
““ own Soul, and the Good he had done during
“ his ftay 1n it, Then was related to him the
Life of Fofeph, and the Marvellous Foot-fteps of
Providence he had met with. How often he
feemed to border upon the very brink of De-
ftru@ion, but was foon after wonderfully raifed
again by an over-ruling Providence. By this we
incylcated . to him, that {o likewife he fhould
entirely rely upon the ‘Goodnefs of God, hence-
forth fincerely fearing him, and in a {] pecial manner
endeayouring to get intimately acquainted }v?:h

ity Sy €IS
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Jefus Chrift,whofe Type Jofeph was. And then ne
doubt, but the Lord wou’d " give him Nece {[arjes
for a competent maintenance of his Body. |
The 30th of Fuly, 1.took a walk with him
into the Country quite alone ; and truly, I had
then many a ufeful difcourfe with him. The
Sun moit brightly fhining upon us, I asked him,
among other things, whether the Malsbarians
did worfhip the Sun like one of thejr Gods ?
He faid, they did. But as for me, faid he, I own
the Sun to be onlya Creature of the great. God.
He added : « Asifureas [ am, that the way we are
“ walking in, is the right way, and all other
“ by-waysin relation to the place we are 20-
“ Ing to, are wrong; fo fully I am alfo con-
““ vinced, that all that I have heard and {feen by
““ you, 1s right and true, but our Heathenith Wor-
* fhip erroneous and utterly. difpleafing to God.
I told him on this Occafion, that our Fore-Fa-
thers in Europe had been formerly as blindHeathens
as they were now; but that in Chrift’s time,‘and the
fncceeding Ages, they at laft ‘had been converted
from their Darknefs to the Holy Gofpel ; and
thatthe fame God even at this Day freely of-
fer’d his Grace to the Malavarians, together
with other Heathens, for their Converfion, wil-
Itng that all might be faved. This he liften’d
to with great Attention, but cou’d not forbear
to fay: that almoff 4l the Chriftians led a more
vicious Life than the Malabarians 44 themfelves., |
aniwer’d, he thou’d not fuffer the Scandalous [Life
ot Chriftians to divert him from that work he
was call'd to; On the other hand, he fhou’d mind
our Life and Dofirine, improving moreand more
that little fpark of Light, which God for the
Good

FRARONEED B
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Good of his Soul, had already kindled in him
And then he woo’d foon come to know the dif-
ference between a trueand a falfe Chriftian, Be-
fides this, we had many other Difcourfes, too long
to be inferted here : As one concerning the Great
Glory which they enjoy, that heartily fear God,
and have Communion with the Lord Jefus Chrift,
@c. At length, after a profound Conviftion of
thefe Truths, he declared : Thar he was ‘mf/ﬁﬁg to
live, ana to die with me, defiring nothing more in this
time, than what is juff necefary for maintaining one’s
Boay, provided he might but partake of what he had
heard, and what he was [o lively affected with.

From that Day we fpared no Labour, care-
fully to inftru@ him in the Word of God. What
Difcourfes have happen’d betwixt us and him on
this Occafion, you might perhaps read with no
imall Pleafure and SatisfaGtion; But they wou’'d
afford matter for more than Twenty Sheets of
Paper. He daily propofes fuch Queftions to us,
as we are aftonifh’d at. As for inftance :
¢ Whether God had not been powe rful enough in
““ himfelf to receive fall’n Mankind into his favour
“ without fending his Son? Why Chrift was ob-
¢ hig’d to fuffer, and to die on that Account ? How
¢ Chrift was born without Sin quite alone, {ce-
‘“ Ing that the general Birth of Men was polluted
‘“ with Sin? Why there had been no Chri-
¢ ftians from the Beginning of the World?
¢ Whether God cou’d not compel Men by ferce
“ mto his Service? Whether Chriit cou’d not
‘“ wholly deftroy the Devil at once,and keep peace
““ on Earth,in {pight of all his reftlefs Infults and
“ Devices? Why all the Chriftians were not
' | faved?

llllllllll
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¢ faved? Why the Number of Chriftians was
““ fo very fmall? Why one Man cou’d not live
"¢ as piounfly and religioufly as another? From
““ whence fo many Se&s had {prung up among
‘¢ the Chriftians? From whence the Mazhometans
““ had their Rife 7 Whether fome of the Hea-
“¢ thens, leading a Religious Lite according | to
 their ability, cou’d not be faved without the
““ Knowledge of Chrift.? Whether the Chriftiansg
“ 1n Eurepe did live as wicked Lives, as thofe
‘“ in the Eaff-Indies? Whether the other’, Chri-
““ ftians were ignorant of that, which we taught
‘“ daily ? Why Baptifm was {o neceflary for en-
‘“ tring 1nto Chriftian Religion, {ince many not-
“ withftanding their Bapti{im were damned ? W he-
¢“ ther God loved the Blacks (after being be-
¢© come Chriltians) as well as the Blancks or White
¢ Nations? In what the Life and Do&rine of
¢« Chrift.did chiefly confift? cre. .

In thefe and many other Queftions: of that Na-
ture we have partly inftructed him our {felves,
partly by the helpof an Interpreter, when per-
haps we wanted one word or other in Portuguefe,
to exprefs our meaning to him. But by daily Ex-
ercife he has now already. gain’d fo much of
the High-Durch, and we {fo much of the Ports-
guefe, that we can make fhift to underftand one
another, he being-atthe fametime our Interpre-.
ter to the AMalabarians. He . has ftudied five
Years in the Malabaric-Schools, ~and is pretty
well veried in their Theologie, Philofophy, Arith-
metick, and fair Writing. - ‘But ‘to render him
more accomplifh’d in every thing, that in time
he may prove ferviceable to us, in tranflating
Books, and in performing other ufeful Services,
I keep a particular School-Mafter for him, who

1S
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is employed with him the whole Day. ’Tis true,
he proves very chargeable to me; but fince he
fhews fo great an Ificlination to go over into Eu-
rope, and offer to ftay with me conftantly, I think
he may be as ufeful to his Country-People by being
10 Europeyas he poflibly cou’d be here, viz. by keep-
ing a fettled Correfpondence with them, and
putting: forth fuch Books, in the Malabarian Lan-
guage, as treat upon true and fubftantial points
of Chriftianity. .
Befides him, we have two other Afulabarians, who
are willing both to ferve us, and to be indoéri-
nated 1n Principles of Chriftianity : But the Pa-
rents of the one declare againft it. And though
‘he intends wholly to leave ’em, and to own us
for his Parents; yet we hitherto have all along
avoided the making any buftle or noife among
the AMalabarians, left by an unfeafonable Zeal we
might dafh ’em at once, and infpire ’em with an
averfion, to _come near us.again. Laft Night
a Gentlewoman coming to vifit us, brought a
prefent of Malabar-fweet Meats, exprefling with-
al a great Love and Kindunefs. Difcourfing with
her, we told her among other Things, that Chri-
ftians had their beft Gifts and Refrefhments laid
up for ’em in the World to come; whereupon
fhe defired us to pray for her, that there
fhe might be with us one Time, and take
part 1n thefe exquifite Bleflings of God. 'We enter-
tain’d her befides with many other good Difcour-
{es,whereby fhe was {o lively affeGted,thatfhe offer’d
to be:our Slave, tho’ fhe is of a Noble Pedegree.
- May God bring her Soul over to the Obedience
of Faith, and vouchfafe her to be one of the

Firft Fruits of the Heathens! Qur being fetled
. | E, here
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here is known almoft over the whole Country,
nor is King Tranjon any longer unacquainted
therewith. One of his Officers paying usa Vi-
fit cthe 6¢h of Auguft laft, we difcourfed him by
the help of an Interpreter, wherewith he feem’d
to be very well pleafed. He asked “us, whether
we had not a mind to fee the Country? If we
had, he wou’d fend usra Troop of Thirty Sol-
diers as a Safe-Guard, to attend us. He offer’d
alfo to write to the King on our behalf, and
make way for cultivating a good Correfpondence
with him.
. ..pBor" ghe “relk “wehnd: fhy* “cxpertence, ' that
for propagating the Gofpel among the Hea-
- thens, next to the GRACE of GOD nothing is
more expedient of any outward Help, than a
blamele[s Life, and [eafonable f[upplies of Money,
for eftablifhing all manner of good Foundations. We
defign to draw up a certain Scheme of Propofals a-
bout carrying on this Work, and to layit before
his Majefty the King of Dewmark. It were to
be wilh’d, that all Proteftant Princes in Eunrope,
would join hand in hand together, for pufhing on
a Work tending to the Converfion of fo many Mil-
lions of ignorant Souls, or atleaft comein by
litleand little, to promote fo laudable Defigns
as thefe. Surely, God would undoubtedly fecond
fo noble Inftruments, entirely bent upon the pro-
moting of his Kingdom. And from this you
may gather, that God has not left us quite with-
out a Blelling in thefe fimall Steps, we have taken
towards fetling this Work. Remember us in your

Prayers mceflantly &¢. I remain Yours, &c.
Ar Tranquebar in  the

Eaft-ndies, Scpt. rhe
12, 1766, B' Z'
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Contaming a [hort Rebearfal of the Ac-
CoUnt given m the forecgoing Letters,
Writ to a Friend without Berlin,

[

FTER I {afely arrived here, under theProte-
4 ¢tion of God, with Mr. Plutfcho my Collegue
& Pellow-Labourer ; & having now for fome time
converfed with the Malabar-Heathens, 1 {ee on one
hand a headftrong Difficulry obftruting the Work
of their Converfion; And on the other, {fome
Poffibility for obtaining neverthelefs the Exd, for
‘which we are fent hither by his Majelty the
King of Denmark. 1 wowd not fail then, to im-
part unto youthe fignal Mercies of God I have
hitherto - enjoyed, that you and other Wel-
wifhers to our Defign, may have the greater
Opportunity for praifing the Lord on our be-
half. °Tis true, that at our Arrival here, we
were like to be much caft down, by reafon of
finding every Thing viciated and corrupted among
the Pagans, by the Scandalous Life of our Chriftians.
Befides this, we perceived foon enough, that our
Attempt upon the Converfion of the Heathens,
{eemed to the greater part of the Chriftians them-
{elves a ridiculous piece of Work ; and fome did not
ftick, to difcover their utter diflike of an Under-
taking of this Nature.
But notwithftanding all this, we continued in
daily Prayers and Supplications to God ; be-
E 2 feechiug
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{eeching him, that, fince W¢ had - fo little Aid
and Encouragement to expect from Afen, that
+hen He himfelf wou’d open a Door unto us,
and favour us the more with his wonted Mercy
and Goodnefs, which then commonly begins to |
ac, when Things feem to be at the worft.
Hereupon the Lord was pleafed, powerfully to |
fupport us by a comfortable Inftance of his Pro- |
vidence, alfuring us thereby He him felf wou’d bear
witnefs to our Miniftry amonglt the Heathens. As
foon aswe arrived in thefe Parts, a young AMa-
libarian coming on board of our’ Ship, asked us,
whether we wou’d not take him for our Servant? |
We, looking upon this asa hnger of God, readily
~eceived him into our Service. _After he had
been eight Days aboutus, and feen cur Life and
Converfation, he asked whether he might not
“{tay with usconftantly, and one time or other
_attend us into  Enrope 2 We told him, though this
‘might be eafily granted; yet in order hereunto,
he muft ingage in the Chriftian Religion, and ap-
ply himfelf to learn our Language. We found
him verywell difpofed towardsits though he de-
“fired firlt, to be inftruéted in the Principles of
Chriftianity. A fuller Account you'll {ee in {ome
I etters fent to Berlin, concerning both thefe and
“fome other Circumftances, relating .to our De-
fion. + We were vifited/every Day by the AMala-
bar-Pagans,butcon’d then talk as yetbutlittle with
’em, having been deftitute, on board of our Ship,
of all manner of Opportunities to: learn: any O-
ther Language befides.the Danifhi. oFor ‘this rea-
fon we foon after our arrival imployed moft of
our tifne ‘iw learning Portuguefe, and have now
“about'this time made {0 cdnﬂderabla.a'rProgrefS
| in
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in it, that we are able: both to fpeak, and to
take down: in writing every Thing,  that may
prove concucive for our. Defign. Afterwards we
began alfo, to apply our felves to theMalabaricl.an=
guage, maintaining for this Purpofe a particular
School-Mafter, . together with a little |School 1n
our Houfe, and hope, under.God’s Adliftance, to
overcome, in time all the Difficulties, - that fur-
round us. @s yet. We haye compofed already
4 {mall Trat containing; the Subffance of Chri-
fHan Principles with the, Lord’s. Prayer, and a
Petition for true Converfion ; Being firlt written
in Portuguefe, and after tranflated. into AMalaba-
ric, 2 COpY whereof I fend you here.. We have
likewife met with oecafion;enough to declare the
Order of Salvation by:Word of Mouth to thefe
Heathens 3 if not to their faving Converfion, yet
for a Teftimony, that God was pleafed to eiier
them his Grace fqr that Purpofe, .

" “Thus in_this fmall compafs of time there have
been Motions both among €Chyiffians and Pagans,
tending to a Conviction .of _their Sonls: And
our Work - has been fpread fo far in the Country
round about, that our Intention can’t be: longer
a Secret to King Tranjou himfelt ; One of -his Of-
ficers having .vilited us not long ago, with whom
we fince have kept up a Correfpondence byl.etters, .
and I am juft now fending my Servant Modalia-
pa to him gbout the Difpatch of a certain Af-
fair. A'fe"\‘ﬁ‘ Days agowe delivered a Memorial
to the Governoyr here, intreating him, to order all
the Proteftantinhabitantsof this place,to fend their
Slaves two hours a Day, on purpole, to he ine
ftrudted .in  {ound Principles . of Religion,. and
afterwards initiated by Baptifm into the Com-

5
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munion with Jefus Chrift. Hereupon the Go-
vernour vifited us himfelf, and promifed to {end
em fhortly. He knows, that we have orders to
write to his Majefty as often as an Opportunity
offers, and to give a Confciencions Account of
all fuch Things, as either might obftru&, or fa-
cilitate the Work we are about. ooy

There are abundance of Germans here, who often
have defired us,to preach'once a Week to them >the
Itke being alfo urged at firft by the Governour him-
felt : But the Thing “has" hitherto met with va-
rioas Obftacles. ' This has made us refolve
at laft, by erecting a little Church, for the Be-

nefit of the Heatlens in oyr own Houfe, to

feek an Opportunity, if not perhaps to Preach,
yet at leaft to Catechize in the Portuguefe Ton-
gue. And then we may contrive alfo a way
to ferve our Countrymen once or twice 2 Week,

as they defired, endeavouring to declare both

to Chriftians and Pagans, the Truth of the Gof.
pel of Chrift.” And though we fhou’d {undergo
great Perfecutions on this Account, as in all

- likelihood we {hal] > Yet all this, as it ufually doth,

may rather {pread, than hinder the Work of
God.  We have refigned our felves to the Gui-
dance of God, hoping under his Gracious In-
fluence to be ready for fealing ~the “Teftimony

of the Gofpel with our own Blood, if the Lord
fhou’d be pleafed, to dignify us Wlth fo Glo-

rjous a Charader. e

Loften remember the Words, you' were plea-
fed to tell me, when 1 one time exprefled my
Readinefs to go to fome ‘diftant Countries upon

2 good  Defign, but‘ was then- hiidred by a

Bodily Indifpofition. You {aid then, to' my no

{mall
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fmall Comfort: Ifwe could gain but one Soul to the
Lord among [uch a Multitude of Wild Pagans, it
wow’d be as much, as if we did winbundreds in Eu-
rope 3 Thefe being provided with Means fuffi-
cient enough to work out their Converfion,
which are fo greatly wanted among the Hea-
thens. Befides this, -it has oftentimes made a
comfortable Impreflion on my Mind, what Mr.
N. left me for a Memorial in my Paper-Book
to this Bffe@ : Ideo nos falti [wmus Chriftiani, #t
plus de futuri, quam de bac Vita laboremus. ¢ For
< this reafon we are made Chriftians, thas we fhould be
“ more bent upon the Life to come,than upon the prefent.
This is my daily Memorandum, left I fhou’d per-
haps forget, entirely to confecrate my Life and
A&ions toan invifible Eternity, minding little the
World either in its Glory and Smiles, or in its

_Frowns and Afli&ions.

My dear Fellow-Labourer is of the fame
Temper with me. We daily put one another
in Mind of this Duty, in order to carry on the
work with united Hearts and Hands, endea-
vouring to inlarge the Kingdom of Chrift both
in us, and among the Heathens, we are fent to.
Befides this, we find a great Comfort 1in the

Gracious Promifes of God, and in the Frayers

of many Souls in Esrope. As for thefe Mala-
bar-Heathens, we muft needs {ay, they are a People
of a great deal of Wit and Underftanding, and
will not be convinced but with Wifdom ami Dif=
cretion. They have an exa& Analogie and Co-
herence in all the Fabulous Principles of their
Faith. As for a future Life, they have ftrong-
er Impreflions, than our Atheiftical Chriftians.
They have many Booksﬁ which they pretend,

| % to
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to have been deliver’d .to them by their Gods,
as we believe the Scriptures to be delivered
to us: hy:our God,  Their Books are’ ftufted
with -abundance of pleafant Fables and ‘witty
Inventions concerning the Lives of their Gods.
They afford plenty of pretty Stories about the
World to come. And at this rate the Word of
God, which we propofe, {feems to them to contain
nothing but dry and infipid Notions.
However, in the midft of thefe exorbitant Fan-
ciesandDelufions, theyleada very quiet, honeft and
virtuous Life, by the meer Influence of their na-
tural Abilities; infinitely outdoing our falfe
Chriftiansand fuperficial Pretenders to a better
fort of Religion. Theyare wont to pay a great
Deference to their Gods. When lately in the
abovefaid Tranflation of the Chriftian Principles, a
paflage happened to be, fthewing, how we might
become Children and ‘Friends of God, our School-
malfterftartled at {fo bold a faying, and offer’d to put
in inftead of that Expreflion, that God might al-
1ow us, to kifs his Feet. They own only one Di-
vine Being, but {ay, that the fame did "branch
out it felf into many other Gods both in Heaven
and Earth, for the conftant Support and Govern-
ment of Mankind. Vefterday taking ' a walk in
ttie Country, wecame toan Idol-Temple, where-
in ffpara’s Lady ( he being . one of their firft-
vat¢ Gods) 1s: worfhipped. Her Ladithip was
furrounded with abundance of other Gods made of
Lorcellan.  \We,; being deeply affeted . with fo
foppiflita-Set of Gods, threw {fome down to the
Ground, ‘and: ftriking off the Heads of others, en-
deavourd to convince thefe poor deluded Peo-
Ple, that their Images were nothing, ‘but impotent

and

T
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and fillyldols, utterly unable to proteé themfclves,

and much lefs their Worfhippers. But one of their

Wathyjan or Divinity-Do&tors, happening to be

prefent, replyed : They did not hold ’em to be Gods,

but only God’s Soldiers or Life-Guard-Men. At
laft, we convinced him fo far, that he was for-
ced to own thefe things to be meer fooleries;

but faid withal, that the Defign of 'em was, o

lead the meaner and duller [ort of People, by looking

on thefe Images, up to the Contemplation of the Lifeto

come. .

We have often feen Thoufands of thefe Idol-
Images crouded together in one place. We have
often convinced them, *that the whole pack of
thefe Idolets, and all the Worfhip grounded there-
on, is falfe and foppith. However, they {pin out
abundance of little Evafions, and ofier in their .
Defence, many Things to upbraid the Chriftians
with, as inconfiftent with the Opinion they have
of God. One of the moft obftinate prejudices

is, the abominably wicked Life of the Chriftians here.
This has infpired them with an utter Detefta-
tion and ~Abhorrency of all Notions, that feem
to bordérupon Chriftianity ; Suppofing the Chri-
{tians to be the vileft and moft corrupted Peo-
ple under the Sun. This made them frequently
ask us : whether the Chriftians led as wicked Lives
sn Burope, as they did in the BEaft-Indies ? To
which, if we fhou’d anfwer in plain Terms, and
lay Things before ’em as they be, we fhou’d but
render the Work of their Converfion the more
difficult. They neither eat nor drink with Chri-
{tians ; Nay, they don’t fuffer them to come 1o
their Houfes. If any one refolves upon entring

into our Religion, he muft forthwith quit s
' g whole
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whole Eftate and Relations, & fuffer himfelf to be
mnfulted as the vileft and moft defpicable fellow in
the World. And truly, all thefe Things, you’ll
fay, muft needs greatly obftru their Converfion.
God alone is here able, to do the Work by his Pow-
er, and make that poflible, which appears to our
Eyes as paft all poffibility. We muft needs
fay, that the ere&ing ofa Charity-School, and buy-
ing up for that purpofe {fome Malabar-Children,
wou'd prove highly advantageous to this Work.
By thefe Means fome might be made fit in Time,
to lend a helping hand, if not unto us, yet per-
haps to thofe that might come after us, and pro-
fecute the fame Bufinels we now are engaged in.
In order to this, we have begun, to fet up a {mall
School already, and are . refolved befides, to
compilea plain and eafy Syfem of Chriftian Dettrine
in the Portuguefe Tongue, and fee it afterwards
tranflated into the Country-Language, that it may
be difperfed and divulged among the People.
And by thefe Means we hope to convisice ‘em,
how earneftly God endeavoureth thejr Converfion,
having no pleafure to fee them perifh in their wild
Unbeliefand Stupidity. Pray remember us in your
Prayers. 1 am |

Inthe Ealt-Indies ¢ T'ran.

g‘ucbar, upon the Coaft nf
oromandel O¢&tob. 7 ke

16th, 1706,

LS

L



AnHumble Requef? of the Miffimaries,&c 59

i

ELTri L B OVLE

The Sufferings of the Malabarians, after
- their Converfion to Chriftianity. A Cha
 riy-School fet up by the Miffionaries.
- The way of Printing in that Country.
U n bumble Requeft for being [upported
~cawith feafonaélq Remittances of Money, for.

carrying on the Defign.

"'A S the God of all Mercy has been pleafed to
' turn himfelf, with the joyful Gofpel-Ti-
dings to the poor deluded Heathens, called the
Malabarians; even as he did heretofore, graciouni-
1y look upon our Fathers, then Heathens too:
So we are in duty bound, humbly to acknowledge
both the Mercy beftowed on our Fathers, and by
that Means unto us, and this new Gofpel-Fifitati=
on fhining forth upon thefe Heathens ; moft

~ heartily befeeching the God of Heaven, that he

would ~be pleafed, more and more to difplay
the Fragrancy of his Gofpel, which is a Power of
God unto Salvation, to every one that believeth,

~ both unto us in the Church, and to thofe that are

::::::::::

as yet without it.
| Befides
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Befides thefe Endeavours, tending more near-
Iy to the Good o# their Souls, it will be but rea.
fonable, to {upport alfo this poor People in their
Bodily Straits, with a real Love and Kindnefs, viz,
That fuch of ’em as by the gracious Operation
of God’s Spirit, embrace the Chriftian Religion,
may find wherewithal to maintain themfelves.
The Truth is, That,as the Primitive Chriftians
foft their Friends, by going over:to this Religi-

~on ;{o the Malabarians, by engaging in-Chriftia-

nity, are not only turned out from their Eftate,
but alfo entirely fhut out from all their old
Acquaintance, {o that they muft expe® no.man-
ner of Favour from any Malabariar whatfoever ;
although otherwife the Impulfe of natural Charity
1s arrived to that degree, -ipn this People,. that
you may fooner find a Hundred Beggars among
Chriftians, than one Malabarian begging his Bread
at other' Peoples Doors. - Nay, they are fo far
exalperated againft thefe, that from among them,
come over to us, that they ufe to call. them
Racker, which 1mports no lefs, than the very
Dregs of a Natwn. Hence they don’t ftick in their.
furious Outrage to perfecute them, to heat’em vio-
lently, tohurry ‘em away, and now and then to.
kill ’em too 5 they being extraordinary imbitter.
ed againit thofe, that are lately become Chrsfti-
ans, '- R
+ No lefs is required, to carryon, in the midft
of fo wild and diforderly a People, that Chayitys.
Sehoal, - which for facilitating of the whole De-.
fign; we: have fet up of late, according as ony-
Circumftances would allow. For the Tight fetling
and encrealing whereof, we muft buy fiich Chitd=
ren, (and this now and thenat a high Rate t0o,)
@4
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‘as the Parents are willing to part with; which
one 'time Neceflity obliges them to ;5 another time
perhaps fome other Reafons, which God knows.
For the' Eaft-India Company has made an Order,
not to buy any Children from thofe Kidnappers,
that fecretly ufe to convey away young Children,
to the great Grief of the Parents, and to fell
’em  again, for a little Money, to accomplifh
fome finifter Defigns, they have in View. Not
to enumerate now fome other chargeable Circum-
“ftances attending our Efforts in this Country.
'Their Language is both hard and variable.
Whatever of the fundamental Points of Chriftianity
is neceflary for’em to know, muft firft be put into
the Portuguefe Language, and out of that done
again' into Malabaric. And whereas the Art of
Printing is not known in thefe Parts, the tran-
{cribing muft fupply the Placeof the Prefs. Up-
on the whole, you fee,that as our Charity-School
cannot well go forward without taking in fome
Men to aflift us; fo the whole Defign can’t ad-
-vance, without imploying more Hands, firft to
tranflate, and then with {ome Iron-Tools to
‘print upon Leaves of Palm-Trees, {uch Things as
are thought ufeful for their Edification : That fo
‘at 'laft by the Concurrence of fuch Helps, the
Word of God may the eaher be {pread
among ’em, and, as a living Seed, under the
‘gracious Influence of the Spirit of God, {pring
wp in their Hearts. In the mean time, we ap-
‘ply our felves entirely to get the Languagetoa
perfedtion,and to qualifie our felves, to deliver in
“time, by Word of Mouth, fuch Truths,as concern
-the Welfare of thefe poor and ignorant Souls.

We
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We hope indeedy That his Majefty the King
of Denmark, at our moft humble Requeft, will be
pleafed to fecond us with a feafonable. Reljef
However, the more bearty Prayers and  gene-
rous Alms meet in fo promifing an Undertaking,
the more the whole Defign will be rendred -effe-
Gval. And fince it has been the Will of-God,
by the Means of ‘our moft gracious King, to chufe
us for this Work ; we thall, for our part, endea-
vour to our utmoft, faithfully to difcharge this
Duty, and to affift thefe People both in their
fpiritual and bodily want, according to that
Meafure of Grace, the Lord fhall be pleafed to
beftow upon us ; nay, even if this our Service
fhould be attended with the Lofs of our natural
Life it felf. However, we cannot byt Implore
our Fellow-Chriftians to fupport us with their
Charity, in {o prefling 2 Nece ity, tollowing here-
1n the Example of the Apofties, who, being un-
der the fame Circumftances, moft deeply laid to
heart the Care for the Poor in the feveral
Churches, the Management whereof was commit-
ted to their Truft. ' |

By thefe and the like Motives, I {ay, being
induced, we, the unworthy Servants of the Word,
among the Heathens, moft heartily entreat fuch
Souls, as are made Partakers of the Love of God,
feafonably to relieve us, or rather fuch of the
Heathens, as by embracing the Religion of oyr
Lord, are reduced to Want and Poverty, and
hereby to anfwer one of the nobleft Evidences
of that Faith, that worket) through Love. And
that you fhould do fo, is not only the Will of
God, requiring both bodily and {piritual Affi-

ftance
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ftance at your Hands, for the Relief of your Fel-
low-Chriftians ; but it will prove alfo a Means, to
render the Name of Chrift more ‘glorious among
the Heathens, which has been blafphemed hither-
to among ’em, by the uncharitable and vicious
Condu& of many Chriftians converfing with
them. |

Alas, dear Souls! Who wounld not endeavour,
readily to perform the Will of him, who in his
Son, hasloved us from all Eternity ? And who
would not lay hold on any Opportunity, to mag-
nifie the Name of him, who not only has born
infinize Love to us and our Fathers, bringing
us over to the glorious Light of the Gofpel,
from the Heathenifth Darknefs ; but {till continues,
plentifully to pour out his Blefling upon us in
heavenly Things. Dear Fellow-Chriftians ! Since
we enjoy fo many Benefits from the Hand of
God, let us return a fincere Gratitude to him,
who is the Spring of all Goodnefs, and a com-
paflionate Love to our Neighbours, ftanding in
need of our Charity. We fhall reap a Thou-
fand-Fold there, from what has been fown In
Singlenefs of Faith here. Let us, while we have
any time left, do Good to others, and not make
our felves unworthy of that Benediétion and
 Reward, that is laid up for them, that have

not difdained to ferve Chrift in his poor and
indigent Members. The Lord 1s faithful !
What we do to thofe, he takes as done to
himfelf. Nay, he bears that tender Regard to
all fuch as are willing to communicate, that
the leaft Mite, or Cup of cold Water fhall be

rewarded, Thefe he will confefs before all
} An-
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Angels and Saints, faying: Come unto me, ye
Bleffed of my Father, iuberit the Kingdom pre-

pared for you, from the Foundation of the World,
Kor I'was an bungred, &c. We remain,

Yours

. Dated in the Ealt-Tndies

at Tranquebar, upos
the Coaf? of Coroman-
del. Ottob. 16. 1706.

Minilters of the Word among
. the Heathens.
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Of the Progrefs of this Work. & 5
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The Miffionaries continue to learn the Mala-
barian Language, and to catechize there-
in. . They build a Church, and preach both
in the Malabarian and Portuguefe Lan-

guage. The Converfion of fome Malaba-
rians to the C])rigimz Religion.  Of
_[ame Nec'c]ﬂxries they [tand wmn need af;

for carrying on the Work of God amon
the Heathens. '

B have not been a little furprifed, on Ac-
count of not having received any Letters
from you this Year, at the Arrival of the laft Exro-
pean Ships, after having writ to you both from
the Cape of Good Hope, and laft Year from this
Place in the Eaft-Indies. Whatever the Reafon
be, neither I, nor my Fellow-Labourer, have been
induced to believe, this to be an Effe& of any
Negle& of our Friends in Europe 3 fince in the
daily Difcharge of our paftoral Funéion, we
can’t but feel the Concurrence of many Prayers
of onr Friends, whereof we reckon you to be
the firft. And fince we remember you, not
only in our Prayers, but even in our daily
Converfation, we could not but give you an
Account, of the Rife ang Progrefs of the Work,

: W€
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we are fent for hither, and of the fignal Blef:
fings of the Lord attending our Endeavours hi-
therto; in hopes it may perhaps afford fome
Edification both to you and to othets.
Laft Year, when.the Ships returned to Eiirope,
I tell dangeroufly ill, and the Diftemper holding
me abovea Month, made me pine away to that
degree, that both Lmy felf, and others with me,
began'to defpair of my Recovery. However, the
Lord having been gracioufly pleafed once more, to
reftore me,it has now the more excited mie,entirely
to {pend the reft of my Days 1n the Service of God,
the lefs' my Health was 10oked for :_My dear Col-
legue having renewed with me this ‘Refolution,
we began_afrefh to applyiour felvesto the Work
we were fent for, notwithftanding the many Op-
politions we were like to grapple with ; moft
certainly believing, that God would never leave
us 11 a Work fincerely begun to his Glory.
- Our chief Care was now, to learn'the Aalzba-
rean Language, after being pretty 'well verfed in

the Portuguefe. To ‘facilitate this ‘Defign, we

maintained ‘a  Maldbivian School-Mafter in our
Houfe : but ftill we were in the Dark, as for
the Words themfelves and the genunine Conftry-
ttion thereof; he being only able'‘to teach us to
reaa-and to write, bt knowing nothing of ‘the
Portugiefe, ' he conld not: give us any Hatisfactory

Ilet”into ‘the ‘hardéft Conftra&ions of this Lan-
guage. Soon after we fell acquainted with 2

Malabarian, who heretofore had: Terv’d the Eaff-
india. Company, and befides his own Language,
talked Portuguefe, Danifh, Hich' and Low-Dutch
fluently enough: * This Man we'hired, to be our
Tranflator ;5 and by this Means! we ‘made a choice

Col-
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Colle&ion of fome Thoufands of Aalsbariar
Words, which we got prefently by heart. Soon
after we fell to the Declenfions and Conjugations,
and began to read Books in this Language. And
all this went on fuccefstully by the Blefling of
God. Our Governour hereupon procured us {ome
Rudiments of a Malabarian Grammar, drawn up
by a Miflionary, fent hither by the French King.
Befides this, we met with fome Books, writ in
Malabarick by Roman-Cathalicks: which, though
they were ftocked with many pernicious Errors,
have however contributed a great deal to-
wards imbibing this Language, by furnifhing
us with fuch Words as did favour of a more
Chriftian Stile and Temper ; we being not a lit-
tle putto it, how  to find Words expreffive e-
nough for the Delivery of [piritual Doctrines,
and yet cleared from the Leaven of Heathenifh
Fancies and Superititions,

. The beft of thefe Books contained a Collection
of the Gofpel-Leffons, which proved veryufeful to us.
This we firft perufed, picking outall fuch Words
and Phrafes as were fitting our Defign, and after
having ’em printed upon the Memory, pradtically
applied ’em inour daily Life and Converfation.
After this we went alfo through feveral other
Books ¢ ~and by this Means 1 made fuch Ad-
vances within the Compafs of Eight Months, that
by the Affiltance of divine Grace, I was able to
read, 'to write, to talk and to underftand

this ‘hard ‘Language, if delivered by others. Mr.
Plutfcho hath likewife made a confiderable Pro-
srefstherein 3 tho’ indeed a Country {o hot as this, .
doth not permit too fervent an Application ©
the Head. However, we . thought it neceflary,

now to agree, that, whillt I was employed a-
E 2 bout




68 Of the Progrefs of this Work.

bout the Afalabarian Language, he might at-
tempt the Portuguefe 5 both thefe Languages, cut-
ting out Work enough for us every Day. And
hitherto he has fpent two Hours daily, in cate-
chizing 1n Portugucfe, as 1 have in Malabarick.
Soon after our Arrival here, fome well difpo-
fed Germans entreated us, to give ’em fome
good Inftructions out of the Word of God. We-
were glad of this Opportunity, and fet up an
Exercife of Piety in our own Houfe. On the
{fame Day we were to begin, the Governour
fent for us to Dinner, and having difcourfed
the Point with us, he faid: That he neither
could, nor intended to hinder any ways the
Work we were about, though he could be more
glad, to fee it publickly done in the Dan;
Church there. We replied: we would begin in
our Houfe, till we received further Orders from
him. Coming home, we found the Houfe croud-
ed with People, to hear the Word of God,
whom we readily ferved as well as we could.
But fome ill-difpofed Men, highly difpleafed
with our Defign, began to exclaim againft i,
However, this proved but a Means, to draw more
People to our Houfe, and fome even ot the firft
Rank, would now and then come to hear us,
{o that the Room of our Houfe was hardly big
enough to hold them. At laft the Governour
fent his Secretary, and enquired, whether we
had a Mind to preach once a Week in the Church
here ¢ We faid, we were ready for it at any
Time, if we had but the Confent and Appro-
bation of the Danifh Minifters; which the Go-
vernour, atter the Removal of fome Obftacles,
brought about at laft. We prefented the Danifh
' Church
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Church with Two and Twenty Pfalm-Book s.
And from that Time, viz. from the Month of
December 1706. we have conftantly continued
to preach therein. We had abundance of
Difficulties to ftruggle with fin carrying this
Point 3 but find now fuch a Blefling {pringing up
from thence, that it affords us matter of
Joy and Comfort. By this Means we had now
-a fair Opportunity, to lay the Word of God be-
fore Heathens, Mabometans, and Chriftians. Truly,
we often did not know, from whence to fetch
the neceflary Supplies, to fupport both - Spirit
and Body ; having been all along ingaged from
Morning till Night, to converfe with all forts of
People. But the Lord has hitherto affifted us fo
powerfully, that both Chriftians and Heathens be-
gin to be convinced, that God is with us; efpeci-
ally fince they fee, that by his Grace, we endeavour
to render our Life and Converfation conforma-
ble to the Dod&rine we preach to them ; which,
as we find, leaves generally the ftrongeft Impref-
{fion upon Peoples Mind. '

We muft needs fay, That what we have un-
dertaken hitherto in Singlenefs of Heart, has
been attended with a Comvittion of many, and
a Converfion of fome Souls. The firft of our
baptifmal A&s was folemnly performed in the
Danifh Church, with Five Heathens, which were
chriftned, after they had given an Account of all
the Articles of the Chriftian Faith. This they
did with fuch a Readinefs of Mind, that many
old People were afhamed thereat, and we¢ our
{elves convinced, they had a found Senfe of what
they outwardly performed. Nay, God has af-

fifted us fo far, that we have been able to build
: ¥ 3 a Church
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a Church among the Malabarians here, which
fcems the more marvellous. to wus, the more
Difficulties we have met with in bringing it a-
bout. We know very well, that the Difpenfa-
tion of the Gofpel, in the New-Teftament, re-
quires chiefly an szward and invifible Worfhip,
and that many of the Chriftians dote too much
on a fine Set of outward Formalities, confined
to Churches. However, fince God is a God of
Order, and requireth to be worfhipped, bath
privately and publickly, we have been obliged to
refolve wopon raifing a Church, for our greater
Conveniency ; our own Houfe being on one hand
too fmall for preaching, catechizing, and admi-
niftring the Sacraments, and the Heathens on
the other, too thy, to venture into the Churches
of theBlancks(fo they call the Chriftians) fince thefe
were generally adorned with fine Cloaths, and
all Manner of proud Apparel; but they them-
felves black, and having nothing about’em but
a thin Cloth to cover their Body.

We happened to fall acquainted with a Man of
an eminent Family in this Country, who offered,
both to come over to our Religion, and to raife a
Church at his own Charge for our Ufe; but
there arofe fo many Contefts and Broils about it,
that he was forced, not only entirely to drop this
Delign, but to remove alfo from hence to another
Place. Notwithftanding this Difappointment,
we, 10 the Name of God, and in hopes of be-
g fupported by our King, laid the Foundation

ot a Church, beftowing thereon all whatever

we could poflibly fpare from our yearly Pen-
lion. Every one, that faw it, laughedat it as a filly

& rafh Defign, and cried us down for Sots, ventu-
ring
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ring too boldly upon a thing which, they thought,
would certainly come to nothing. However, we
profecuted our Defign in- the Name of God, a-
Friend fending Fifty Rixdollars towards it. By
this Forwardnels of our Work, the Enemies
were confounded, and fome of ’em did then
contribute fomething themfelves towards accom-
plithing the- whole Affair 5 which proved. no
{mall Comfort to us.. Thus is the Building fi-
nithed at laft, and fitted up for a Church-Con-
oregation. It lies without the Town, 1in the
Midft of a Multitude of Aalabarians, near the
High-Road, built all of Stone. It was confecra-
ted the Fourteenth of Auguft, which was the Eighth
Sunday. after Trimity, in, the Prelence of acgreat
Conflux of Feathens, Mahometans and Cpriffians,
who had a Sermon preached to them both In
Portuguefe and Malabarick.

This Solemnity was performed to the no {mall
Aftonifhment of abundance of People, who vifibly
difcovered the Finger of God attending us all along
in carrying on this Work. And thus we have now
for feven Weeks together, performed the publick
Service in our Ferufalem ( this being the Name we
have given to our new-builded Church) by
Preaching, Catechizing,and adminiftring the Sa-
crament of the Lord’s-Supper. We continue
alfo to preach every Wedne/day, in our mnative
Language in the Danifh Church, called Sioz. Eve-
¢y Swunday Morning we preach 1n our Church
Portuguefe, and in the Afternoon Aalabaric,each
‘Sermon being concluded with a fhore Catechi-
fation of Children. The fame ‘is obferved eve-
vy Friday, only, that one Day we perform it 1n
Malabaric, and the other in Portuguele. Multi-

P 4 tudes
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tudes of People Flock together to - hear us, 4.
labariansy Blacks and Chriftians, €very one being
allowed to come in, let him be Heathen, Mabo-
metany Papift, or Proteffant. However, our {mall
Congregation more nearly committed to our charge,
has their particular Seats fitted up for ’em.

At this rate the Work of God runs on a
main. Our Congregation coniifts of Sixty three
Perfons ; and another is to be baptized to mor-
row. We hope, more will fhortly come over,
there being vp and down a pretty many, that
havg already received a favourable Impreflion of
the Chriftian Religion. There is a blind Man
in our Congregation, indued with alarge mea-
fure of the Spirit of God, who begins to be very
ferviceable to us in the Catechifing of others. He
has fuch an holy Zeal for the Chriftian Religion,
that every one is aftonifh’d at his fervent and
affeCtionate delivery in Points of Religion. We can’t
cxprefs, whata tender Love we bear to our new-
planted Congregation. Nay, our Love is arrived
2o that degree, and our Forward#gls to ferve.
this Nation, is come to that pitch® tiit we are
refolved to live and to die with them_3"~though
according to the Tenour of our Egpagement, we
n1zht have Liberty to LCtULRe SR 20k after
a {tay of three or five Years ,5;C0untry. |
At lealt, we can’t harbour as yet any Tloughts a-
bout returning home, though we be daily expofed
to the perfecutions of our Enemies on all fides,
and taken up all the Day long with uninterrupe-
ted Bulineis to pufli on the Defign once begun.
U'm {ure, you wou’d wonder, if we fhou’d give
youan Account at large ‘of all the Oppolitions
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we have met with hitherto. Yet all thefeEngines fet
a Work by the Devil, have oaly ferved, the more
glorioufly tc diiplay the Work of God, and to unite
us the nearer to Him, who 1is the only Support
of all the Diftrefled. Heathens and Azbometans
are kind enough to us, and love to be in our
- Company, notwithftanding we have all along

laid open to them the Vanity of their Idolatrous
and Superftitious Worfhip. But thofe that pre-
tend to be Chriftians, and are worfe than
Heathens at the Bottom, have thewn usall the
{pite and malice they ever cou’d. However, there
is a Remnant left ameng them too, that love to
be fincerely dealt with. _ sy
All our Endeavours are now entirely bent
upon this, how we may be able to raife the
Work to a higher Perfe&tion. We have fent
{fome Propofals to his Danifh Majeity relating to
this Point. ’Tis true, the Grace of God is the
Spring of all good Motions ; But if this fhou’d
be accompanied with feafonable Supplies and
Beneficial Contributions of Publick-{pirited Per-
{ons,we {hou’d then be inabled, to lay a firm Foun-
dation for many noble Eftablifhments, tending to
a. Thorough-Reformation of thefe wild and de-
luded Heathens. With the laftShip,that failed from
hence, we fent you a Letter, to prove thereby the
(incersty and forwardnefs of the Love of our Eurspearn
Chriftians in relation to the Poor Heathens; and
we hope that at the arrival of the next Ship,
we fhall receive a Blefling from you. In the
mean time we defire you, to {end us fome more
Book treating upon the Life andPrattice of Religion,
together with fifty Pfalm-Books of Mr. New-
mans BEdition; Some of our Country-Men be-
ginning
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Sinning to relifh good and fpiritval Books. I
don’t queftion, but many well-difpofed Souls,
“nd Well-wifhers to the publick Good, will glad-
Iy contribute fomething towards the fupply of
our want. We have likewife defired, that two
Perfons more might be féent over to'aflift us
in the Work {o happily begun, Remember us
conftantly in your Prayers. It wou’d afford
us a great deal of Satistfa&tion, if we fhou’d
fee you once here amongit our Heathenifh Flock,
to hear us preach to them in the Portugnefe and
their own native Language, ¢, i

in the Eaft-Indies at
Tranquebar Sept.
;}th‘ 1707.

Bz,
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Some prefents of Malabarick Books [ent

over by the Miffionaries. They intreat
the: European Chriftians, to affift ‘em

with [upplies of Moncy, Books, and other
! Necef]aries. |

T H L inclofed Letters will give an Account
both to you, and to other Friends, how
matters go with the Miniftry, we are entred upon
among the Heathens. Since my laft I fent to
you, our Congregation is {till increafed,and we are
in hopes of feeing it fill more and more in-
larged. I fend you here the four Gofpels
done into Malabaric, after having them carefully
perufed according to the Original, To Mr. IV
I fend a Cuarechifm in the Malabarian "1 ONgue,
tranflated by my own Hand. And yow'll find
here two Malabarick Sermons preached by me 1n
this Language, to be delivered to Mr. N. The
other eight Malabaric Sermons preached 1n our
new Church here, I wou’d have fent to the Di-
vinity-Profeflors at Hall. Befides this, you have
here a {mall Book exatly done in Malabarie
Letters, and containing the Gofpels as they are
tranflated by Papifts. This I wou'd have INCOT=
porated into the Cabinet of Rareties fet up 1n
the Hofpital at Hall. My dear Collegue has be-
gun to tranflate. Mr. Freylinghanfen’s fuﬂdﬂmmz
| ia
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tal Syftem of Divinity, together with all the Scrip-
tural-Places quoted in it. I perceive, I fhall in
time exprefs my felf as fluently in this Heathen-
ilh Language, asin my own, the continual pra-
&ice of it rendring it more and more eafy to
me. When at times 1 take a walk ip the Coun-
try, I am . {urrounded with Hundreds of A/4-
labarians, to whom I can Preach,. whenever I
pleafe. They are wonderfully kind to me upon
Account of their Language, and like to argue
with me about points of Religion. ’Tisnot long
fince, I had one of their Idols made of Gold,
prefented to me by fuch of the Malabarians, as
had received the Chriftian Faith ; it had been
worfhipped in one of their Idol-Temples, but
we made of late a Prefent of it to his Majefty
the King of Denmark.

In the midft of this Town is a very fpacious
Building, having been heretofore the Refidence of
a Malabarian Prince. Shouw’d we be fo happy
as to fee this put into our Hands, we fhou’d
then undoubtedly be able to inlarge our Charity-
School, and render it more beneficial to a great
many People. However, for the prefent, we
are deftitute of all neceflary fupplies for carrying
on the Work ; being in daily Expe@ation of the
happy arrival of the Ships coming from Eunrope.
I wifh heartily you wou’d fend wus all forts
of Authors treating upon the feveral parts of
Philofophy, and efpecially upon the Aathematicks,
wherein fome of the Pagans, as I find now, are
pretty well verfed. Truly, we don’t defign to
ftuffany Body’s Brain, with the ufelefs trafh of
Ariftorle’s Philofophy, though perhaps it may now
| | - and
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and then prove fome accidental help for convey-
ing good Notions to them about the fubftantial
Points of Chriftian Religion ; true Divinity be-
ing the main point we fhall drive at in all our
Converfation with ’em. Shouw’d we be 1nabled
to accomplifh our Defign .in this, there is
no queftion but we fhowd fee a commotion
in the whole Mulabarian Paganifin 5  Some of ’em
being convinced already of the fottifhnefs of their
way of Worfhip. Befides this, we wifh we might
be provided with Books treating on Church-Hi-
ftory, on the various Religions in the World, and
particularly on the AMabometans, whom we fre-
quently converfe with. Likewife, with an Ac-
count of Lives of pious Souls, and other pieces
of True and real Chriffianity. We don’t doubt,
but fome will be willing to advance {fo ufeful
a Defign by fome generous Contributions.

Great is the Harveft, but the Number of true
and faithfulLabourers very fmall, and therefore we
moft heartily defire the Concurrence of your
Prayers and Supplications. I have fent and de-
dicated a Book to his Majefty the King of Dexn-
mark, containing the Grammarical Rudiments of the
Malabaric Tongue. You may perhaps get it fent
to you from Coppenhague by the Means of the
Reverend Dr. Lutkesns. I had no time to tran-
{cribe it my felf, being obliged to fend it away
as foon as it was done, without keeping a Copy
thereof for my own ufe. It has added to it a
Malabaric Vocabulary, containing the more familiar
Words of  that Language, together with an
eafy Method to introduce one into the main
dvift thereof. Whatever you defign for u;;

mu
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‘muft be {fent to Coppenbagne 1in the Month of Sep-

tember or Ottober. Qur hearty Service to all our

Friends. My prefent Affairs increafing more and

more, make me haften to a Conclufion, remain-

Tours

in the Eaft-Indies ¢ Tran-
quebar, npon the Coaft of
Coromandel, O&ob.zbe

7th 1707,
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N Account of fome Remarkable Paffages, in the Life

-A ofa Private Gentleman ; with Reflections thereon. In
Three Parts, Intended to awaken the Prefumpruous, con-
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.+ A Method of Devotion: Or, Rules for holy and
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" The Chriftian Schoolmafter: Or the Duty of thofe who
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The Harmony of the Gofpels digefted into one Hiftory,
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Things thar do help to illuftrate the faid Hiftory. 4¢0. By
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Pietas Hallenfis: Being an Hiftorical Narration of the
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' rving on, and Building the Orphan-Houfe, ‘and other cha-

ritable Inftitutions, at Glaucha near Hall in Saxony, without
any vifible Fund tof{upportit. By Auguftus Hermannus

Franck ; Profeflor of Divinity in the Frederician Univerfity

of Hall, Paftor of Glaucha, and DireCor of the Pious
Foundations there. W-th an Appendix giving a more clear
and full View of the Progréfs of Learning and Chriftian
Piety, borh in the {aid Univerfity, and in the Royal Col-
legiate Schools under the Protetion and Patronage of
the prefent King of Pruffia. |
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