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U:a;s-j..; =] H E following Papers give fome Ac-
e connt of an Incorporated Soci-
ety lately [et up at Copenhagen;
. the Kingdom of Denmark,
. for Propagating the Chriftian
— Religion among the Heathen in

tne Baft-Indies. _As Things of this Nature are
Lenerally [ubjelt to various Opinions and Re-
flettions & [0 hath in particular this Underta-
king met with the fame Treatment, [ince it be-
came known in Burope. It hath been highly ap-
proved of by fome, and difliked by others. Some,whe
did not [uppofe an Enterprize of this Nature to be
altogether impracticable,did bowever think it now
very improper, when every one complains of hard
Times, and is called upon by other Expences near-
ér home 5 _And for this Reafon, they are for
putting it off to a more favourable Opportunity.
Others have been [Fartled at the Newne[s of the
Tbiﬁg, beiﬂg ﬂ{y to venture in a Road ﬁ?_ [it=
tle beaten sn this Age, and [0 much expofed to
Danger-
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Danger. Others have been bare Spectators
in this Mattery unwilling to judge of a Work,
which, like a tender Blade, did but juft  ap-
pear above Ground, not difcovering as yet what
its Fruit might prove.  Others again, have taken
a tranfient View of the Scheme, but declared
their unwillingnefs to be farther -‘caﬂcem’fl,-
till they (hould [ee fome eminent Men efpoufe ity
and by their Example, enconrage others teo
engage in it. _

*Tis not the Defign of this [mall Prefacey to
examine the various Qpinions and Fudgments of
Men, much lefs to determine how far they
might be well-grounded, or how  far perbaps
they ight be byaffed by Miftakes and Pre-
judices.  However, thus much may be faid in
Anfwer to thofe that are [o eafily verrified by
the common Calamities of the Times on ome
Handy and by the Expenfivenefs of the Defirn
on the other, that they [eem to be little ac-
quainted with the Ways and Difpenfations of
Providence.  For if we take a Survey of the
moft confiderable Tranfattions, both under the
Law  and the Gofpel, it will vlainly appear,
that - generally the beft of Works bave been
Carriea. on 1n the worft of Times, and that they
have triumph’d at baft, over all the Clamours
and Oppofitions that wicked Men and Dewils
could raife againft them. The Prophet affures
usy that Jerufalem was rebuilt in fbrast and trou-
blous Tlme‘s. And another af the iﬁﬁ?ired Wri-
ters tells us, that they were fain to work mwith
one Hand, and to hold their Weapons in the
other.  And thus did the Work gain’ Ground in
te midft of Adverfities, and the Attempts
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made againft it were [o far from difheartning the
Builders, that they were the more emou;aged
fhgrgby, 70t dﬂﬁﬂ'iﬂg ﬁam tbei?" Tai[ zznd Lﬂ.baur

till thc_y fam the Work brought to a b;zPPy Cg;;:
clufion. However, it cannot be denied, that the
Oppaﬁtiaﬂ is then moft fatal and deﬂruf%iw,ivbm
it comes from thofe that are within the Pale of the
Churchy and who make [hew of the [ame Confefi-
on of Faith, We read what a Backwardpe(s
there was among the Fews themfelves to build
the Lord’s Temple, and what Pretences they made,
to put it off from Year to Year; The Time is
not come, the Time that the Lord’s Houfe
fhould be built, was the common Ples for their
Sloth and Drowfine(s : The Effett whereof was,
that whilt Goverpours, Friefts and People, where
w’haﬂy bent on _advﬁncing thewr worldly Intereft,
Jhamefully neglecting the Lord’s Houfe, their
Vines and Olives did not yield their Increafe,

~ and the Earth denied her Fruits. All which

may vifibly convince us, that even outrward Pro-
fperity in a great Meafure depends on the Care
employed in the Wor[bip of God, and its Enlarge-
ment among Fews and Heathens. .

Nor bave thofe a [ufficient Plea for themf[elves,
that undervalue a Defign, becaufe it bath been fo
little attempted by Proteftants. This fhould ra-
ther be an Inducement not to ftifle it in its In-
fancyy but to inflame that little of the Spirit of
Power and Love which is left among us. ~ Should
we be alfo willing to die, becaufe we [ece Jo many
dead about us? I mean, [o many carele[s and
negligent in the greateft Concerns of Life and Hai-
pinefs.  Should we not rather [frengthen the

wore the Things which vemainy but are ready 19
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dic, except they be [upported betimes. Let us
therefore [hake off our natural Drowfine[s, which
indifpofeth the Mind for any generous Enter-
prize. Nothing is more common, even Among
thofe who call them[elves Chriftians, than to frame
new Ways and Methods for increafing their Stock
¢nd Eftate, and toimprove every Qpportunity of -
fer'd for that Purpofe. Every Tear produceth
sew Sphemes, and thefe new Pur(uits after the
Things of this World. Leta Defign be never
[0 new and uncommon, it will [oon be embraced,
if it appears to be profitable, and copducive to
fome temporal End. Why (hould a Chriftian then
be by of a Work, becaufe it is new, when it may
carry with it a never fading Reward? Why
fhould not he as readily embrace this Opportu-=
nity to lay up to him/elf durable Riches in Hea=
ven, and by [eafonably employing [ome Part of
this World's Mammon, in advancing [o Chriftian
an Undertaking, make to bim[elf Friends, that
mwhen he failsy they may receive him into evers
Iaffieg Habitations? = . o
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