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Account of the Succefs
T W O

DANISH Miflionaries,

Sent to the

EASTINDIES.

FOR THE

CONVERSION

OF THE
HeaTueENs 22 MALABAR.,

b B BT 8k E-R R

Containing an Account of the fourney from
Denmark to the Cape of Good Hope.

Dear Friends,

~3{ H E further we find our Selves re-
moved from you, by the wonderful Pro-
vidence of God, the more fervent and

fincere grows our Love to you ; being
aflured, that as we remember you both before
B God,
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2 Vayage to the Cape of Good Hope.

God, and in our daily Converfation, to our mu-
tual Joy and Comfort ; fo you, according to
vour wonted Love, will be no lefs mindful of us,
and confequently gladly receive any account con-
cerning our prefent Circumitances. Seing then
we are by the favour of God fafely arrived in this
long wifhed forHarbour,and now lighting on a fair
opportunity to convey Letters to Europe; we
thought it our Dury, to fend you the firft News of
our furprifing Prefervation and Happy Voyage
to thefe Parts ; to the Praife of God’s Goodnefs,
and Edification of many well-difpofed Souls.

The 29th of November 1705. We 1mbarqued
with great joyin a Ship call’d the Priuce(s Sophia
Hedwig, being difmifled by the well-wifhers to
our Undertaking with Tokens and Prefents conve-
nient for our Expedition. This we look’d upon as
a pledge, that God had not left our Acquaintance
contra&ted in Denmarkwithout a Blefling. Thus
attended with many hearty wifhes we cheerfully
went on board, hoping that the Prefence of God
would go before, and lovingly incline untous the
Hearts of that barbarous People we were de-
figned for. i

The 30th of Nevember we {et Sail, and arrived
the Night following at Helfingoehr. Here a Mari-
ner of our Ship tumbling down from the Main-
Malft, miferably broke his Neck, to our great
furprife 5 and another falling into the Sea, was
narrowly canght by the Hajr and faved. The
wind being contrary, we could not move hence,
till the 41/ of December and the 6th Inftant we
reach’d in ftormy weather a Swedifly Harbour, not
far from Gortenbonrgh, furrounded with pleafant
and delightful Rocks. Here we lay Wind-bound

for



Voyage to the Cape of Good Hope. 3

for eight Days together. The 14¢h of December we
falled again, and came the neyt Day into the
North-Sea, where we both fell Sea-fick, but foon
recovered by the Helpof God. The 16:h we left
Norway on the right, and Hitland with other little
Hlands on the left ; near which a Boy dead of the
Small Pox was on the fide of our Ship buried in
the wide Sea, having before a Funeral Sermon
Preach’d for him. The 224 we failed by the We-
ftern Iflands call’d Orcades. After this we left
England and Ireland to the left. The 27th we en-
ter’d the Spanifh Seas, whofe towring Billows re-
ceived us very ftoutly, the Ship feeming as if it
were carried through a deep Vale, betwixt two
lofty Mountains. The fight we had of the mar-
vellousWorks of God, did not a little chear up our
Spirits. And the more the Storms and Roarings of
the Seas broke in upon us, the more increafed the
Joy and Praife of God in our Mouths ; feeing we
have fuch a potentand powerful Lord for our Fa-
ther, whom we may daily approach unto, and as
confident Children, put up our Prayers and Peti-

tions to him. |
The 1t of Fan. 1706. We met two Ships bound

trom America for England. At the firflt fight,
we took them to be Frenzch Frivateers, and our
Men fell a charging their Guns, expeéting to be
attacked. But they perceiving our Preparations in
order to receive them, {ufpelted us likewife,
none trufting to the Colours put up on both fides.
At laft they {fent one to inform us who they were,
and hearing from whence we came, we parted af-
ter a difcharge of fome of our Cannons. We
failed here commonly in Day and Night about

forty or fifty Leagues, and pafs’d at length the
B2 .AZ.}?-:
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4 Voyagetothe Cape of Good Hope.

Az ovan 1flands, which we left on the right Hand.
The oth of Fanuary we drew near the Coafts of
Afvica, where the Weather began to - be a little
warmet. From thence f{ailing by the Turkifh
Barbary, we were in danger of Pyrates; but un-
der God’s Prote&ion we happily toueh’d the Ca-
nary-1{lands. _

The 15th %aﬂ'rn g under the Tropick of Cancer, to
the Torrid Zone, we perceived the Heat to be
very exceflive, attended with Lightnings, and
terrible Thunder-Claps. The 20th we came to
the Souds-1flands. The 15¢h we left Cape of Verde
on the left Hand. Here we had continually, till we
came to the Equinoctical-Line, a fimall fide-Wind.
The Heat grew {fo piercing, that our Crew, to get
a little refrefhment, would often throw them-
felves into the Sea, and ftay therein all the while
the Ship was becalmed.

The oth of Feb. we pafs'd at laft theLine very {uc-
cefsfully. After this we had a contrary Wind for
a matter of eight Weeks together, and were
quite driven upon the Coafts of America, and
forced to Sail all along the Coaft of Brafilia to-
wards the South, being but a few Miles from it.
Under the 13¢5 degree on this fide the Equinoctial-
Line, near the Coaft of America, lies an Ifland, that is
funk iuto the Sea, called Ambrothos 5 and we find-
ing our felves very near ftriking upon it, our
Seamen were nota little afraid, that they fhould
be obliged either to Sail back to the Line, with
the fide-wind that attended us, and to fteer their
Courfe up higher to the Eaft ; or that they might
fufter Shipwrack unawares, as had happen’d to
many before. But by the Help of God we fafely
got over this difficulty ; which caufed fuch an ex-
traordinary joy in the wholeCompany,that thenext

Day
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Day was not only kept as a Day of Thank{giving,
but we had alfo a confiderable Colleéion made for
the Benefit of the Poor.
- The §th ot March we pafled the Tropick of
Capricorn, being toffed up and down in the huge
Ocean, according as we were driven by con-
trary Winds, and having pafled {fome degrees, by
Sailing forty, feventy and more Leagues. At
length, we.came fenfibly again into the Cold, and
fo far towards South, as perhaps no Eaf-India
Ship has ever reached before. The whole Com-
pany was defirous to put in at the Cape, partly
to take in fome Refrefhment ; partly becanfe we
knew not, whether we fhould from hence find
out fo ftrait a Paflage to the Eaft-Indies, as from
the Cape. We fteer’d therefore our Courfe hi-
ther with as much Expedition as poflibly we
could. The 31/ of AZarch we came to an unknown
and uninhabited Ifland, call’d Triffante Conto ;
from thence failing towards the North-Eaft, we
at laft happily arrived here the 234 of April, af-
ter we had plyed from Coppenbaguen to the Equi-
noctical Line 1300, but from thence to this place
1500 Leagues 3 of which the Pilots by their
Mathematical Inftruments can make a pretty
probable guefs.

And thisis a fhort draught of our Journey thus
far. finifh’d, and of the Adyentures attending us
hither. As to the manner of {pending our time
all this while, we would have ye know, that
never a more convenient opportunity has been
offer’'d us, than even this, for gathering in fome
trueand fubftantial wifdom fo much pleafing toGod.
For the nearer we touch'd upon the very brink of
Death, the more we endeavoured thoroughly to

| B 3 ‘acquaint



6  Voyage to the Cape of Good Hope

acquaint our felves with the Great God, and to
adore him in Spirit and 1r
might be readily prepared, :
fhould be pleafed to bury us 1n the mercilefs Waves
of the Sea. And this confideration muft needs
have been a caufe of much Good on our fide. "The
Faculties of ourSouls became hereby more and more
purified, and confequently fit,to receive the gracious
Operations of Divine Wifdom. Our Meditations,
and whatever we read, {faw or heard, 1n things
both Spiritual and Natural, W¢ could now, under
this difpofition of mind, deeper penetrate into,
and improve to its main and genuine fcope. In
the Morning, at Noon, and at Night we had
ufually fome Exercife of Piety in the Ship, hand-
ling the Word of -God,. Praying, Singing and
Praifing the Lord for all his wonderful Mercies
vouchfafed unto us. And this proved. an excite-
ment to many others that were about us. The
relt of the Day we employed likewife in read-
ing and pondering fome Scriptures, with fuch
Difcourfes, as might {ftir up the mind to con-
template the Wonders of God in the Works of
the Creation, which were now the daily objects
of our Senfes. Sometimes we endeavour’d to
Praife God with a Confortof Mufick, both Vo-
cal and Inftrumental, and by {fomie, .melodious
Hymns awakened the inward Harmony of our
-Souls to Praife and Magnifie God.” ... -
Thus we;pafled our precious time, both with
great advantage and delicious repaft to our Minds,
do-that the fame fecemed  rather too fhort than
too long under fuch pleful Exercifes. MNay, we
fhould now count it afmall matter, if it was our
Lot to live a Sea-faring Life for 1ome Years toge-
| ther,



Vayage to the Cape of Good Hope. 7

ther, provided the Lord did erant us our Health.
For this very Voyage has been hithertoan Expe-
rimental School, wherein we are not fo much
taught the bare Letter of Divinity,as the lively and
practical Senfe of the inward power and {weetnefs
thereof. At this rate has the Lord, under various
crofles and tryals, opened unto us more and more
the Myfteries of Salvation hid in the Letter, and
lively imprefled the Divine Truth on our Minds, to
the end we might be able to deliver it unto others
again, with the greater Boldnefs, from the ftock
of our own Experience. All which makes us in-
tirely rely upon the paternal Afliftance of God in
the difcharge of that Office, wherewith he has
entrufted us, and not to be terrified at all by
any Sufierings, Perplexities and = Perfecutions,
that perhaps might attend a Work of this Na-
ture. And tho’ in the beginning we fhould meet
with many lets and impediments, obftructing
the Work of Reformation among Heathens ; vet
we hope God will beftow a Blefling on our Con-
verfation with the Chriffians refiding there, of
which we have had feveral Proofs in our Expe-
dition hitherwards.

[n the mean time we truft to you, dear F riends,
you will not ceafe to put up your hearty Prayers
to the Lord on our behalf, to the end, that, as
we have hitherto enjoyed his blefled influence
upon our Souls; {0 we may be further encou-
raged, humbly to wait for a good Succefs of our
Labours , after having fafely avercome the Dif-
ficulties, we  ftill are to pafs thorough before
our Journey’s end. We cannot fufficiently ex-
prefs what comfort we felt within us, whenever
we remembred you and other Friends, allied to

B4 o
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us in the Spirit of Love, being mindful of your
inceflant Prayer for the inlarging of the King-
dom of Chrift. Therefore we would have ye
know, that as you have been with us, {0 we have
been with you, when you were offering up yoar
Supplications on our behalf. May the Lord unite
our .Hearts in this Bond of Love to all Eter-
nity ! May He gracioufly hear whatever we defire
in one Mind and Spirit, for the increafe of his
Glory and thePropagating of his Truth.

Befides this, you muft know, that the Lord has
alfo fupported our Bodies hitherto with things
needful for our outward {fubfiftance. The Cap-
tain of the Ship, in whofe Aftetion we had but a
fmall fhareat firft, {oon after proved fo kind, that
he made all things common with us. God in-
clin”d his- Heart with the reft that were in the
Ship, in fuoch a manner, that he rejoyced in {end-
ing us a helping: Hand, whenever it did lie in
his way 3 he being within him{elf, by the means
of our Miniftry and daily Coverfation, convinc’d,
that we were {incerely difpofed for promoting the
good of their Souls.

Some other things and Curiofities which you
might be willing to hear, we cannot at prefent,
for want of time, give you a  full' account of.
However, from what has beea faid, yon may pro-
bably infer, that God is with us of a Truth,
and that he perhaps is about to blow up a fire
of his Knowledge through our Miniftry, chiefly
amongft the Chriftians difperfed here and there;
and how glad would ‘e be, if it was already kindled

Further : We t:ciund not a little Satisfation in
vicwing the Wonders of God, glorioufly difplay-
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ed in the Seas. The various Sorts of Fifhes
have afforded us many an innocent fport and di-
verfion. It often feemed, as if a whole multi-
rude was gather’d together in the Sea, with intent
to ftorm the Ship. Some marched in great Pomp
and State, accompanied with a large train of lei-
fer ones. We catch’d a great many of thofe
that are call’d Hayen. Some of ’em arc above
ix Yards long, having fix Rows of Tecth in
their Mouth, which is under the Belly. Their
Skin is of the Thicknefs of a Finger, and their
Brain is faid to be ufeful in Phyfick. Their ftrength
exceeds that of many Men, and they together
with their attendance are very pleafant to look on,
being never left by em, rill they be drawn up by
Ropes into the Ship. In warm Weather we faw
everyDayFlying-Fifhes, hovering about us 1n great
numbers. It is impoflible, to mention particularly
all the feveral other Sorts, that came within the
reach of our figcht. Near the Line,a {o call'd Sea-
devil fwimming up to us, rvoved all day
long about our Ship, but we could not take him.
He had greatHorns, in thicknefs and length equal-
ly proportiened, and was for the reft very
ghaftly to lock on. We faw Birds of many dit-
fering forts. In fair Weather we fat down on
the Deck of the Ship, and gave Vent to our
Mind, rejoicing in the Contemplation of the plea-
fant Scituation of the Skies and Seas, and trom
thence took an Qpportunity, to entertain our
felves with Difcourfes, concerning the Glory of
the World to come, and the lively Hope of thofe
that have a Share in it. But befides this, we had
a particular Cabin in the Ship, left to our own

| = Ule,
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Ufe, and very convenient for our Studies and
Exercifes of Piety.

To fum up the whole, we cannot fufficiently
thank God for the f{ignal Benefits conferred upon
us, in relation both to Soul and Body, in this
otherwife fo dangerous Expedition. And we
write this to you in a deep Senfe of Humility,
for no other End, than that you may join with
us in Prayers and Praifes; nay, that all {uch as
know us, and fincerely feek God, might f{ee
with what Glory, Wifdom and Providence the
Lord leads thofe that are of his Houfhold, if
they do but fully and refignedly depend upon his
Paternal Goodnefs, We hoped we fhould have
met with, among the Chriftians here, fuch Souls,
as might have a true Hunger and Thirft after
the Word of God ; moft of them being German
Lutherans, lett without a Minifter : but hitherto
we find little among ’em, befides a Religion rai-
fed on Maxims of State and Policy, void of all
fubftantial Piety and Truth that is in Jefus. Eve-
ry one pretends, he cannot ferve God fo well in
thefe Parts, as in his own Country ; and {fo they
think they had rather put it quite off; till they
come home again. On the contrary, we can’t but
own, that we found the Dutch here ina far better
Condition as for matters of Religion. They have
fec up a very ufeful Exercife for the Catechizing
of Children. They had their Bibles always ready
at hand, and loved to hear us talk of Piety and
Religion. Their Minifter is a learned and wife
Man, and very kind to the Lutherans here.  We
found with him many good Books of fome of our
beft Divines, and hope our Converfation with
him, will not prove altogether ufelefls. We pre-

fented
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-fented him With MI"_ Fre_ylinglm&zﬁm’s Fuﬁdﬂ?ﬂm-

tal Principles of Divimty, lately publifhed. We
were overjoyed, to hear the Children of the
Blacks anfwer fo prettily to all the Queftions of
the Chriftian Religion ; but were much amazed
to fee, that the Chriftians ufe their Slaves fo
hard, and (as:it ‘was faid,) deny ‘em the Benefit
of Baprifm, whereby they might be initiated into
the Chriftian Religion. | |

As foon as we landed, the Hottentots received
us very kindly, in Hopes of a Prefent. They
are truly a wretched and miferable People. They
have no divine Worfhip at all 5 live in httle
Cottages, fuch as with us are the baking Ovens ;
they have Sheep-Skins hanging about them, the
Head and other Parts of the Body being every
where left naked. The Women twift Sheep-

“Guts abont their Legs, and wear all forts of Met-

tal in their Hair and Neck. They are very ci-
vil to Strangers, and make odd and ridiculous
Poftures. They havea Captain, who leads them ;
but God 1s called by ’em the Captain-General.
Moft of ’em {peak pretty well Low-Dutch. We
have been feveral times in their Huts, glving every
one a Piece of Money, or fome other little thing ;
which made them love us fo affe¢tionately, that they
cried after us in broken Dutch : Good Chriftians, good
Chriftians, fine Chriftian Men. We alfo [uch Chriftian
Men, &c. They obferve many Ceremoniesamong

‘them ; but being asked, why they do this or that ?
‘They can give no other Reafon for it, than that

IIIIIIIIII

it i1s the Manner of the Hottentors. When the
Moon is full, they exprefs an extraordinary Joy
all the Night long with Hollowing, Shouting,
and Dancing. Their Language is very uncouth

and
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and a fort of Gibberith which no Body can learn.
They are otherwife of a Temper good enough,
and a {uitable Proportion of Body; but ftink ter-
ribly, greafing themfelves daily with Fat. They
are a People overfond of their Liberty, and not
to be induced to {uibje& themfelves to the Chri-
ftians. However, they make us Chriftians athamed
in many Particulars, They are very kind one to
another, and fo communicative in their Love, that
if one has fomething that is good, he fhareth it
among all the reft. They are content with very
little 5 1f you would give them a Ducar, they will
hardly take it, requiring only a Groat, by Reafon
they don’t ufe to {pend more a Day ; and being for
the next unconcerned. They are very ready toferve
one: If one giveth ’em a Groat, they will run as
many Miles for it as you pleafe. They are very
taithful in things committed to their Care, and ne-
ver pilfer the leaft Farthing from the Chriftians,
tho’ they fhould fee a Store of Money about them.
~T'hey are not feized with the Plague of dmbition,
Covetonfnefs,and anxious Cares for the Belly, like our
Chriftians in Furope. Every one is {olicitous for
the prefent Day. There is no Precedence or any
Degree of Dignity obferved among them, {ave that
the Captain f{its always in the Middle of them,
and 1s the firflt that falls to Hating or Drinking.
Wecan truly fay that their Condition moved us to
an hearty Compalflion, glving us at the {ame time
a fair Opportunity, to thank God the more fervent-
ly for the great Mercies conferred upon us Chrifti-
ans beyond thefc Wretches, =~ =~ = |
We tound here Mr. Culben, a Student from Hall,
ient hither from Berliy by the Lord Privy-Coun-
icllor Crofck, to makeAftronomical Obfervations in

phig
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this Place through the whole Year. We took up
our.Lodging with a Student from Coningsberg. The
25th of April, we were upon the fo called Lion-
Mountain, Which 1s extraordinary lofty. And be-
caufe we got up quite alone, we fung fome {pi-

ritual Hymns to the Praife and Glory of God, in

Confideration of his manifold Goodnefs. The
Taffel- and Devil’s-Mountain, as they call it, being
exceflively high, we forbore to afcend. Truly, we
think, one hasa World of Reafon, to be furprifed
at the marvellous Works of God, fo confpicuoni-
ly difplay’d in Nature. The Dutch Eaft-India Com-
pany has here an extraordinary fine and fpacious
Garden, ftored with all Manner of rare and pre-
cious Plants. We faw in it ftrange kinds of Beafts ;
as a Sea-Cow, refembling much the Defcription
given by Fob of Bebemoth: a Rhinoceros, almoft as
big as an Elephant; an E/k, a wild Horfe, being
in part white and red-ftreaked ; a Moufe-Dog,
Badgers, wild Goars with crooked Horns ; like-
wife Harts quite differing in Shape from thofe in
Enrope : Lions, Fifhes, with ftrong fharp-cdged
Prickles inftead of Fins. One of them had a Bump
under the Body, which when blown up, the
Pricks rofe up to that Degree, that no Body
durft touch him. There was alfo at the fame time

a Fifh caught in a Net, of fo diffufive a Poifon,

~ that if one touched him only with his Shoe, he

llllllll

could not walk for fome time upon that Foot, feel-
Ing a {enfible pain ftruck thro’ the whole Body.
‘TheSeamen could not remember that they ever faw
fuch another. Befides this, the Country affords
very good Corn with other Fruits, but their Crop
was already gathered in Fanuary laft. Their Wintet
had now begun ; but it was even then fo warm, as

It
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14 Voyage to the Cape of Good Hope.

it ufeth to be with usin the hotteft Summer-days.
The whole Country with all its produ& is very
healthy. .

We¢ hope to f{ail from hence in a few Days, to
move near to the Eaff-Indies. The Lord be with
us, as He has been hitherto, and accompany us with
the Prote&tion of his Holy Angeéls! May he keep
us in his fear, and grant us to walk conftantly in
the Way of Truth! May he give us a holy Bold-
nefs to {pread the Good Savour of his Know-
ledge every where, that his Name be Praifed  in
and by us, his Kingdom enlarged, and his Will
be done wholly and perfe&tly! And now, dear
Friends and Brethren, be yealfo heartily commit-
ted to the Grace and Love of God. The Lord
fupport you by his Divine Power in the daily
difcharge of that Funétion, he has intrufted you
with. May he infpire you with Courage, and an
unfhaken prefence of mind, to pufh on the Work:
of Reformation, without fainting ! and reward at
laft your fidelity with temporaland eternal Blef-
fings! Remember us to your Families, and toall
them thatare united to us in Love. The Lord
Jefus be with your Spirit, Amen. We remain

Yogrs, &c.
Dated in Africa, from
she Cape of Good Hope
April ehe 301h, 17¢6,
Bartholomew Ziegenbalgh.
Henry Plutfcho. '
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