FRANCKESCHE
STIFTUNGEN

Danisch-Hallesche Mission

Propagation of the Gospel in the East

Ziegenbalg, Bartholomaus
Plutschau, Heinrich

London, 1709

Letter IlIl: Of the Gross and Blind Idolatry of the Malabarians. An Account of
their several Idols. Their Notion of the Sun, and other Celestial Bodies.

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die Digitalisate des Francke-Portals sind urheberrechtlich geschutzt. Sie durfen fur wissenschaftliche
und private Zwecke heruntergeladen und ausgedruckt werden. Vorhandene Herkunftsbezeichnungen
durfen dabei nicht entfernt werden.

Eine kommerzielle oder institutionelle Nutzung oder Verdéffentlichung dieser Inhalte ist ohne
vorheriges schriftliches Einverstandnis des Studienzentrums August Hermann Francke der
Franckeschen Stiftungen nicht gestattet, das ggf. auf weitere Institutionen als Rechteinhaber
verweist. Fur die Veroffentlichung der Digitalisate kdénnen gemaR der Geblhrenordnung der
Franckeschen Stiftungen Entgelte erhoben werden.

Zur Erteilung einer Verdffentlichungsgenehmigung wenden Sie sich bitte an die Leiterin des
Studienzentrums, Frau Dr. Britta Klosterberg, Franckeplatz 1, Haus 22-24, 06110 Halle
(studienzentrum@francke-halle.de)

Terms of use

All digital documents of the Francke-Portal are protected by copyright. They may be downladed and
printed only for non-commercial educational, research and private purposes. Attached provenance
marks may not be removed.

Commercial or institutional use or publication of these digital documents in printed or digital form is
not allowed without obtaining prior written permission by the Study Center August Hermann Francke
of the Francke Foundations which can refer to other institutions as right holders. If digital documents
are published, the Study Center is entitled to charge a fee in accordance with the scale of charges of
the Francke Foundations.

For reproduction requests and Ermlssmns please cIcFJ'ntact the head of the Study Center, Frau Dr.

Britta Klosterberg, Fraureﬂitﬂ nudeig Hﬂz%ﬁancke halle.de)

Visual \\Llibrary


mailto:studienzentrum@francke-halle.de
mailto:studienzentrum@francke-halle.de

Adolatry of the Malabarians: 19

b T CE B R L
Of the Grofs and Blind Idolatry of the

‘Malabarians.
An Account of their [everal Idols.

- Their Notion of the Sun, and other Ce-
leftial Bodies.

HAving‘ made lome Enquiry into the Princi-
ples both of the Diwinity and Philofophy now
in vogue among thefe Heathens, and finding a vaft
difference betwixt their Divinity, and that which
God has conféerred upon us Europeans 5 1 could not
forbear to impart to you fome account thereof
to the end, that by comparing one with the o-
ther, we might learn thus to fet a right value up-
on the Grace vouchfafed unto us by the Good-
nefs.of.God..'s" ... . |
FirSt then, AS for the Divinity of the Afalaba-
rians 3 (Thisis the Name whereby they are com-
monly knownin the Traé of the whole Country.)
I have obferved, that the fame is interlaced with
a2 World of Fables and Idolatrous Fictions. They
have many Hundreds of Gods, but own never-
thelefs but one Divine Being, to be the Spring and
original Source of all other Gods and Things. It
1s called by them Jfparerra, which in their Lan-
guage imports as much as a Deity. This fparetray
they fay, before any thing was created, transfor-
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20  Llolatry of the Malab;lriaﬁs:

med himfelf intoan Egg : Out of which the w hole
Syftem of Heaven and Earth, and all that is con-
tained therein, was afterwards produced.

From this Divinity, as their Tradition runs,
did originally {fpring forth fomething, which they
call Kiwelinga, which 18 worfhipped in their Tem-
ples like God. From this Kiwelinga, they fay
further, three other Great Gods took their Rife
viz. Bramma, Wifchtuuwm, aud Ifpara. Brammais
fiid to create and make "all things: Wifchtnum,
to rule over things created ; and Ifpara, to de-
ftroy ’em again. They are all three fet up here
in large Pagodes or Temples. Perhaps this poor
People may have ance heard, that there 1s one Di-
vine Being, but made manifeft in Three Perfons;
they aferibing in many Things fuch Characters
to Bramma, as we appropriate to JE S U §
CHRT1ST. They fay, he has a humane Na-
ture, but four Heads, and that he has given to
Mankind four Books. The Firft of thefe did
treat of Divinity, and of the Firft original Princi-
ple of all Things. The Second of Powers, and
the Various Metamorphofes or Tran{mutations
of all Things. The Third they {ay, contains
Good Morals; and the Fourth, the Duties to be
obferved in their Idolatrous Worthip.

[ was fome Days ago with an Old Teacher
of theirs, and defired him to tranferibe for my
nfe, the Threelaft of thefe Books 1n their own
j.anguage, offering him ready Money for his
I .abour 3 but I could not prevail with him, he pre-
sending it to be contrary to;their Laws, to com-
municate them to a Chriftian. However, he
promifed to copy out for me fuch Morals
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Idolatry of the Malabarians. 2

and Cuftoms, as were ufually obferved among
‘em. ' .

ISPARA 1is the Top of all the Malabarian
Gods, and worfhiped accordingly. He is ereéted
ina large Pagode or Temple, having Three Eyes ;
one of which is fix’d in the Forehead, and by
them believed to burn upall whatfoever it looks
on. Oneach fide he has Eight Hands, making
Sixteen in all. 'In each of thefe he holdeth fome-
thing particular ; but [ have not been able as yet,
to learn the Mylteries figur’d out by thefe
Things. On his Neck hangeth a little Bell, as
the Cows ufe to wear in our Country. On his
Forehead 1s feen a half Moon, and is for the
reft arrayed with Serpents and Tygers. His
Bignefs they fay, encompalfles all the Seven Heavens
abave,and all theSevenWorlds beneath. There goes
a Story among ’em, that this J/para making once
merry with his Heavenly Spirits, and looking
on his Bignefs, fancied he had none like to him-
felt. Bramma and Wifchtnum, much netled at
the exceflive pride of their Fellow-God, pick’d
a Quarel with him, which at laft arofe to fuch a
heat, that Bramma loft one of his Heads by #/para’s
valour. The latter being focn after convinc’d of
the falfe ftep he had taken in this, fell 2 repent-
ing for his diforderly doings, and rambled about
begging, for twelve Years together. What ftrange
Adventures he did meet with, during that inter-
val, would be too tedious, to relate here at
large. Wifchtnum {eeing his poor Brother-God
wander about in fuch a beggerly Conditian, at-
tempts to refcue him ; and for that purpofe me-
tamorphofeth himfelf into a Beautiful Firgin.
But this Accoung is attended again with' along
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21 Tdolatry of the Malabarians.

train of Tales and Fid&ions, too prolixe to be
rehearfed here. However, thefe and other im-
pertinent Stories are fet out by the Malabarians
in {uch fine Florifhes of Wit, and adorn’d with
fuch a poetical Air, that it may be pleafant e-
nough to read em; tho’ they refufe to impart
them at large to any Chriftian, let there be
~never fo much Money bid for them. I keep at
prefent a particular School-Mafter in my Houfe,
whom I hope to prevail with,, to tranfcribe for
me the Stories and Tranfac&ions of their feveral
Gods, in the Knowledge whereof he is extra-

ordinarily well verfed. |
ISP ARA has got three Sons; all which are
worfhipped here as Gods in three Temples. He
has alfo one Daughter, whom they give out to
be a great Princefs among the Heavenly Vir-
gins. She 1sas Black as a Cole, with three huge
Sow-tufhes in her Mouth. Our Governour lend-
ing me one Day his Horfe, to take the Diver-
fion of riding a little about in the Country,
I had the good Hap, to fee this Dames fet out
in all her Fineries, and riding in a handfome
Chariot. | |
The third God, who is greatly efteem’d a-
mong the Malabarians, is WISCHT NUM ; whom
they report to be quite Black, with one Head
and four Hands. They’ll tell you a World of
Stories of his Life and A&ions. Among other
Fictions they pretend, that he is fubject to a
tenfold Tranfmutation, the laft of which is ftill
to come. And this perhaps may be the chief
Caufe, that hath given birth to the Notion of
the Soul’s Tranfmigration after Death, now gene-
rally believed among thefe Heathens. The Fir?
| - Trani-
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Tranfmutation of this God was into a Fifh ; the
Second, into a Tortois ; the Third,1nto a Hogg ; the
Fourth, half into a Lion, and halfintoa Man ; the
Fifth, into a Bramine ; (#)theSixth,into a fair come-
ly Child 5 the Seventh, into a Ram. They tell us,
that this God underftood in the Twelfth Year of
his Age all the Secrets and Myfteries of Things.
“That afterwards he wrought a great many won-
ders up and down in the World ; purchafing his
Bride from a powerful King, by the Means of
many furprizing exploits and atchievements.
Soon after he had the Misfortune, to be be-
reav’d of his Bride by a crafty and valiant Giant,
who having fecretly conveyed her away, put
- Wifchtnum to a deal of Grief and Vexation. How-
cver, he refcued her at laft from her captivity,

after a long and tedions Combat, having defeat-
ed therein Thoufands of Giants. And from thefe
and other Talesof that nature, we may rational-
ly infer, that this deluded People have heard,
ome imperfe@ Rumour of Chriift, but taken 1t
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(a) 'Tis not explained what o Bramin 7s 3 but the Gentleman
that publifh’d an Account of Sir 'Thomas Roe’s Voyage to Ealt-
India 1665, writes thus, Pag.439. . Theiliterate Pricfts of all that
¢ People for the generality of them are called Bramins, who derive
< themfelves from Bramon, whom they [ay, was one of the firft
¢ Men that inhabited the World. Thofe Bramins, a5 I con-
¢ ceive, are they, which the ancient Stories call Brachmans, buz
with this difference, that thefe Brachmans were accounted learn-
ed Men, for the learning of thofe times wherein they lived ; But
thefe Bramins are a very [ily, [ottifh, and ignorant [ort of People 5
who are [0 inconftant in their Principles, as that they [carce know
what theParticulars ave, which they hold and maintain as Truths.
Their Prieft-hood is hereditary ; for all ti:rq]: ¢ Bramins Sons are
Priefts, and they all take the Daughters of Bramins o be their
Wives. They have Images in theirPagods made in monftruousShapes,
‘ which the ancient Brachmans are fa'd not 20 Lave endured.
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24 Idolatry of the Malabarians.
in all in a huddle, and interlacing it witha Wocld
of Fables:

As tothe Eighth Tranfmutation, the Heathens
do not pretend to any Certainty themielves.
The Ninth, according to their Tradition, ended
in the Shape of a Man, whom they reprefent,
as one fitting in a doleful pofture, and implor-
ing the Great God Day and Night, with Eyes
turned downwards. And they give out, he Is
to do fo ftill thefe many Thoufand Years, before
he can be fet at Liberty. - And this they fay,
was the time, wherein they now lived. It may
be, that this is a fhadow of the Interceffion of
Chrift ; which they {feem to point at in their
Narration. His laft and Tenth Tranfmutation,
(and here we may guefs, that they have likewife
fome imperfe Notion of the Day of Fudgment 3)
is to be into a Flying Horfe. About that time,
they fay, the Sins of Med would increafe to a
Prodigious height; infomuch that this Horfe,
would fet down his Foot, now lifted up for the
Punifbment of Men, to the Ground, with fo ex-
traordinary an Impreflion, that the great Ser-
pent which bears the Earth, trembling hereat,
would let fall the World. And this would be the
period of this World, and the beginning of an-
other.

This fhort draught may ferve, to give You

2 Imack of their Ridiculons Theologie. Ope

mright add a great deal more concerning their
Pharlofophical Principles ; but for the prefent I’R

only tell you, that they hold, there are Seven

Heavm;g and Seven Worlds, altogether bore up
by 2 {winging Serpent. In Phyfical and Adathe-
marscal” Affairs, they don’t feem to have any

eréat Knowledge, tho for the reft they be quick
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enough of Appprehenﬁon. To the Sun, Mooa,
and other Stars, they attribute humane Sonls.
And particularly concerning the Sun, they tell
us, that he has Seven Eyes, one whereof was
only open at this prefent time: fhould the re-
maining fix be opened too, no body would be
able, to endure the heat thereof. Thunder is
cal’d by them the Talk of the Clonds. They be-
lieve, that there are many Angels, and that every
one of them has a peculiar office to attend. They
own no Refurreétion of Bodies, but a Tranfmigra-
tion of the Soul into other Men, Dogs, Serpents,
¢¢c. From this {prings up another Notion, viz.
that whofo any ways abufeth another in this
Life, fhall after his Death become a Slave to the
injured Perfon. They fancy, the World has been
already thrice deftroyed by Water, and would pe-
rifh once more by the fame Element. They hold
that the Length of a Man had been 1n the begin-
ning four bundred Cubits, but was afierwards gra-
dually diminifhed, and would continue {o to do, till
he was reduced to a Span. TheYears from theCrea-
tion of the World exceed already many Thoufands
of Thoufands after their Calculation.

ButI am tired with rehear{ing to you fo much of
this ufelefs trafh. May the Lord commiferate the
fate of thefe poor deéluded Souls, and enlighten
the Eyes of the Chriftians, to {ee, how far they
are obliged, to improve the light of the Go{pel,
now fo glorioufly fhining upon ’em, and walk as
Children of the Light, whilft they haveit! I
remain | |

Yours
Tranquebars Sept. the
2d. 1706,

LET-
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