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3%  Ofne Impedimmt& obftructing

LETTER V.

The vicious Life of the Chriftians greatly
objtructs the Converfion of the Fleathens.
Some otber Obflacles related.  The Ne-
ceffity of affifting the Mifionaries with fea-
[fonable Supplies of Money.  ‘They fer up
a Charity=School in_their own Houfe, &c.

HE God of all Mercy, who, after having

fately brought us hither, has, in the mid{t
of thefe wild Countries, been all along our po-
tent Father and Protecor, quicken you by his Spi-
rit, and affe& you with a lively Senfe of ail the
Tokens of his Favour attending us from the very
Hour of our Departure to this Day, to the ever-
lafting Praife of his Name and Goodnefs !

"Tis to Day juft a Twelve Month, fince you,
dear Fathers and Brethren, firft offered me that
Paftoral Fun&ion, which I am now actually en-
tred upon for the Service of the Malabar-Hea-
thens; and ‘having now converfed with ‘em
theie Three Months, and together with my Fel-
low-Labourer pretty near viewed the Condition
they live in; I thought my felf in Duty bound,
to acquaint you as well as I can, with the prefent
Stare of this Baftern Nation. 1 muft freely con-

fefs, That it is very hard to make any Impref~
fion wpon their ‘Mind, or to bring ’em over ont

of



The Converfion of the Hedthens. 33

of that grofs Blindnefs that overfpreads ’em, to the
glorious Light of the holy Gofpel. The chief Reafon
of their. Averfion to Chriftianity is caufed by The
[candalous, ¢ corrupted Life of the Chriftians, conver-
fing with & refiding among them.This hasinfpired
‘em with a miore than ordinary Hatred and Dete-
ftation of any thing, that favours of Chriftian Re-
ligion ; “counting it a great Sin, if any of ’em
fhould make bold, to eat or todrink witha Chri-
ftian. ~ Nay, they look upon the Chriftians, as the
very Dregs of the World, and the general Bane
of Mankind.

Secondly: Their idolatrous Worfhip feems to
them to have more Truth and Pleafsntne/s in it,
than the Doé@rine of Chrift : Both becaufe they
fancy theirs to be of an elder Date, and contain
motre curious and delightful Paftimes, than the
revealed Word of our God, which they think to
propofe nothing, but a deal of tedious and mor-
tifying Matters, and not work fo much upon the
Senfes, as upon the inward .Frame of the Mind.
When on the contrary, their Paflions are fired by:
a Huddle of material things, (fuch as their Idols)
ftriking in upon the fenfitive Part. And though
fome of ’em have been fo far convinced by us of
the Sottithnefs of their Way of Worfhip, that
they readily confeffed, There was but One God,
and all other Gods were but Servants or Atten-
dants of that One : Yet they don’t think this a
Reafon ftrong enough, to make ’em engage in the
Chriftian Religion, ot to hold this for the only
true one. They believe, that any one, who has
but led an honeft Life in this World, let him
be otherwife what he will, fhall, after Death, re-

ot as they call it) or Reward.
celve a_'good Lugas ( D i _ ) Some
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Some had the Confidence to defire of us to Day,
that we would thruft a Book containing the Prin-
ciples of our Religion, into the Fire, and they
would do the fame with another, containing the
Rites of their Wopfhip: If theirs fhould happen
to be confumed by the Fire, they wou’d all turn
Chriftians 5 But if ours fhow’d undergo that Fate,
and theirs remain unhurt, we fhould all come
home to them in the fame Belief and Fancies :
But 1n Cafe the Fire fhou’d deftroy both the
Books, then none of the contending Parties fhould
be in the Right.  We replied: That we ought
not to put the Great God to fuch trifling Trials,
fet on by the Itch of a vain and wanton Curio-
fity, and no ways grounded on any Revelation
of God’s Will, We told ’em, that every one had
a Confcience given him as a Touch-Stone to dif-
cern betwixt true and falfe, good and bad ; and
if they fhould prove difobedient and refractory
to this Monitor, that then God had juft Reafon
to bind ’em over to everlafting Torments, they
having obftinately reje@ed the Tender of Grace
in time. -
Thirdly - Their Converfion is alfo very much ob-
ftruted by the Conduet of the Roman-Catholicks,
who ufe to decoy ’em into fo called Chriftianity,
by all Manner of finifter Pra&ices and nnder-hand
dealings. Hence they are afraid of us as of defign-
ing Men, ready to fteal in upon ’em by fome
craftily-contrived Proje@ts. To remove this
headftrong Prejudice, we ‘have protefted all a-
long, we never defigned to ufe either Force or
Craft, 1nthe Converfion of their Souls, but leave
cvery one to his free Choice and Liberty.

Fourthly:
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Fourthly : Another Obftacle of the Converfion
of Heathens, is the woful Sight they have of fome
Hundreds of Corverts brought over by Papiits to
the Church of Rome, and then left in fuch Sereights
and Miferies, as oblige them, to beg their
Bread at other Peoples Doors. Thefe uncharita-
ble Doings very much offend the Aalabar-Hea-
thens. They fay, ’twas but reafonable, Chriftians
fhould provide for the Houfhold of their own
Faith, either by maintaining the Poor in their
Neceflities, or by putting them to fome ufeful
Employment, that fo they might-have no need of
{feeking their Bread in the open Streets.

Fifthly: Every one that turns Chriftian, (not
being the Head of a Family) is prefently banifh-
ed from bis whole Eftate and Kindred, not daring
{fo much as come near ’‘em again. They look
on him -as . the vileft and moft miferable
Wretch that ever lived. All thefe things are of
a fatal Confequence, and fo obftrudtive to the
Converfion of Heathens, that they feem to fore-
bode, that but little Good was to be done among,
em. Nay, foon after our Arrival we were like
to be difheartned by the Chriftians themielves,
refiding here. And Mr. N.W. told us plainly,
Though we might edifie fomething for a while,
yet all would be overthrown again with one
Blow ; he pretending to a certain Prognoftication
importing, that within the Compafs of Ten
Years the whole City would be fwallowed up by
the Inundation of the Sea. However, thefe Omie
nous prefages made little Impreflion upon us.
The more we. found our felves deftitute of all
humane Support, Help and Incouragement; the

more earneftly we applied our felves to the great
D2 God
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God himfelf, in Praying, Watching, and Wre-
ftling ; knowing full well, that he alone is able
to carry us thorough fo weighty an Underta-
king as this.And becaufe even this little time of our
being here has not been left without a Blefling,
(both Chriftians and Heathens having been {o
powerfully wrought upon, that every one’s Eyes
are fixed upon our Life and Converfation, and
feem to expect more Good, from that, then per-
haps fronl a Sermon preached to them every Day)
we think we have Reafon enough to depend with
the fuller Aflurance npon’the Paternal: Goodnefs
of God, hoping he will beftow furthér Supplies
of his Grace upon our Life and Conduét, and not

ict us pals one Day without fome Blefling at-
tending our Endeavours. . ¥
We know‘that Hundreds of Souls daily fimplore
the Lord,for difplaying theGlory of his Name eve-
ry where. And this muft needs have al{o fomeInfiu-
¢nce upon our Work among thefe Heathens. And
though we know before hand, that we fhall be
cxpoled to the infulting: and perfecuting Spirit
both of the falfeChriftians andwild Malabarianshere s
yet pernaps all this may redound to our greater
Good, and be helpful to ‘promote the more the
Work once begun, and‘ fo confequently prove
rather a Caufe of Joy than of Sorrow, May the
Lord be pleafed to fupport us conftantly with
that Prefence of Spirit, 'he. hitherto has freely
conferred upon us, and enable us to {pend’ the
Relidue of our Days intirely in his Service, that
fo we may juftly bear-the Chara&ér of fincere
Witnefes of bis Truth. In the mean time I'am
fully convinced, that God will he praifed through
our Miniftry among the Heathens: if not by a
St St e,
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faving Converfion, which we labour after » yet at
lealt by the earneft Tender of his Grace offered
to them for the Good of their Souls. In order
hereunto, we are now drawing up, with all Di-
ligence, a Scheme of the Articles of Chriftian Dg-
¢trine, and of their Coherence in the Work of
Salvation ; that fo they may get a competent
Infight into the whole Oeconomy of the Reftau-
ration of Mankind. This is firlt to be done in
Portuguefe, and then to be put into Aalabarick.
It after this, we fhould think it neceffary, to lay
open alfo in Writing the Folly and Falfity of
their Way, it may then the eafier be carried on,
by obferving the fame Method. This is the
Reafon, why I have taken fome Paipns to unravel
the Hiftories of their Geds, by frequent Converfa-
tion with one or other upon this Subjec, and en-
deavour’d to get ’em tranfcribed, as things that
may prove {ubfervient to the main Scope of our
Bufine{s here.

We have alfo begun to fet up a {mall Charity-
School, deligning by little and little to encreafe
the Number of Malabarian Boys; not only pra-
viding them with Food, but inftruéting ’em alfo in
their and our Language, but chiefly in the fun-
damental Principles of Chriftian Knowledge, in
Hopes, they may one time prove ufeful, if not
to us, yet perhaps to thofe that are like to come
atter us, and ingage in the fame Work. Truly,
the Training up of Children, will be of the greateit
Confequence in this Matter. If we were but able,
to purchafe and maintain a pretty many of ’em,
the Work might by thefe Means be undoubted-
ly fpread in a little while, and under the Blef-
fing of God, produce the defired Effect, Befides

. | D3 this,
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this, we find it very neceflary, to make fome. cha.
“ritable Foundations for the Support of fuch poor
Heathens, as, by embracing the Chriftian Reli-
“gion, are expelled from all their Pofleflions, and
fo at firft will ftand in need of fome Help,
whereby to fubfift. And all this, you’ll fay, will
certainly require confiderable Sums. Truly, we
muft confefs, that after God’s Grace, the greateft .
Benefit will accrue unto this Affair from feafon-
‘able Supplies of well difpofed Souls. But there
is no fuch Charity to be expefted in this Coun-
try. We have indeed put up an Alms-Box in
our Houfe, but we find nothing in it but what
we put 1n our {elves. For this Reafon we have
moft humbly petitioned his Majefty, the King of
Denmark, to aflift us with fome generous Relief.
But {ince this new Work, both in its firft Foun-
dation, and the fucceeding Progrefs, will prove
very expenfive, we at the fame time intreat alfo
all the Well-wifhers, to the Canfe of God, to
commiferate the deplorable State of thefe poor
Heathens, and by fome charitable and bountiful
Effufions, tending to the Maintenance of the Body,
advance the Converfion of thefe deluded Souls.
For this End, we befeech you to communicate the
Letter to all fuch, as any ways are concerned for
the Welfare of their Fellow-Creatures, and in-
clined, to open their Hearts to the Needy. :
Mean while, feeing we cannot reap the Fruits
of this Charity, nor enjoy the Royal Bounty of
his Majefty till two Years hence ; we fhall, what-
ever we can poflibly fpare from our Salary, lay
out for this Purpofe, and perhaps take upon Inte-
reft fome Money from the Adalabarians, to the |
End we may, without any Lofs of time,‘malge |
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the neceflary Difpofition, both for fetling our
Charity-School on.a better Foot, and what is
more, for gettinga confiderable Number of Books
tranicribed for the Ufe of the Heathens. Should
we be emabled in time, to build a convenient
Houfe as well for our Habitation, as for keep-
ing therein our Church and School, it would un«
doubtedly prove highly ferviceable for furthering
the Work in Hand. We have alfo been confide-
ring, whether it might not be expedient, with
our own Hand, neatly' to tranfcribe the Funda-
mentals of our Religion, and together with a
handfome Prefent to tranfmit it to the King of
the Malabarians, called Tranjou, petitioning him
withal, to examine and ponder the Contents
thereof, with the wifeft of his Men, and after
due Examination, favour it with his ProteZion,
and fo let it freely pafsin the Dominions fubjeét to
him.

And now, dear Friends, let a plentiful Blef
fing come to us over Water, and aflire your
felves, that the Lord will reward you an Hundred
Fold. We have drawn up certain Prapigj;zl.r, and
therein delivered our Thoughts, about a fuccefsful
carrying on of this Defign, and fent it to Cop-
pen Hague. May the Lord glorioufly difplay his

- great Name, 1n thefe latter times, over the whole
Face of the Earth! May he beftow fuch a Mea-
fure of Grace and holy Boldnefs upon us his
unworthy Servants here among the Heathens, as
to make us able to refcue, by the gracious In-
fluence of his Spirit, many Souls from their na-
tural Ignorance, and to bring ’em over to 3 {aving
Knowledge of Chrift ! The fame God be pleafed
t0 fecond alfo your Endeavours in carrying on

‘ D4 his
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his Work. Remember us & our Heathens in your
daily Prayers. My dear Fellow-Labourer Mz.
Plutfcho, and my Servant Modaliapa, the firft
Fruits of the Heathens, fent their kind Greet-
ing to youin the Lord, ¢c. 1 remain,

Yours
In the Eaft-Indies 4z
Tranquebar,0&o0=
LR T LT 7B 6,

B. Z.

LET.
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