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Some particular Providence attends the Mif-
[wnaries in converting a Malabarian Gen-
tleman.  His Notions about the Mala-
bar-Gods, and Queftions concerning the
Chriftian Religion.  They begin to get

Acquaintance with King Tranjou.
OU may perhaps remember as yet the Words

Y {poke once when we were ftill with you :
If the Lord (hould be pleafed, to grant us the Conver-
fion but of one Soul among the Heathens, we [hould
think our Voyage [ufficiently rewarded. Now {eeing
our Defire has been anfwered thus far, T could
not but impart thefe glad Tidings to the Praife
of God and your own Satisfaction.’

As f{oon as we came to an Anchor here, a pret-
ty young Man of the Malabarian Race coming - to
our Ship, made fome Inquiry about us, and ask-
ed me: whether I would not take him to be my
Servant ¢ I advifing here upon with my Collegue,
we both thought it to be a Providence, and fo we
took him. His Name 1is Modaliapa, of about
Twenty Vears of Age. His Mother being ftill
alive, is defcended from s good Extration ;
her Grand-Father having been a Prince of this
Country. His Father ferved here the Eaff-In-
#ia Company, and got a .great deal of Wcalltjh:
g | ut
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But before he died, he gave all awdy to the Com.
pany ; with this Requeft, that they one time
might employ his Son in their Service, and fee
him well educated. He depofited alfo a certaip
Sum of Money for this Purpofe. But al] being
come to Nothing, both his own and his Mother’s
Eftate are fallen to decay, and this young Man
prought to that pafs, that he is fain to go to

Service for his L.ivelihood.

1his young Afalabarian, after he had been with
us for a matter of eight Days, and feen our Life
and Converfation, became ¢xtraordinarily kind to
us, 1nfomuch that he woud ask in the Porsuguefe
longue, (which he underftands very well) whe-
ther he might not ftay always with us, and tranf.
port himfelf one time or other into Eunrope ? We
replied : If this was his earneft Defire, he ought
then to embrace the Chriftiap Religion, and
learn our Langnage. He faid : As for the Chriftian
Religion, he woyld firft be inftructed in the fun-
damental Principles thereof, and get 3 campe-
tent Knowledge of our way of Worthip. But as
for the High-Durch, he fell to it immediately,
beginning now to read and to talk many things
pretty well. - We' knew at_ that time but little
Porvuguefe, which obliged us, in ogr Applications
to him, to make ufe of Images, and to convey
the Signification of things to his Mind by outward
Objedts and Reprefentations. However, we im-
ployed now and then fome others to inform him
infeveral Poings relating to Religion, efpecially in
the Dod&rine of the only trie God, and his Sox
Tefus Chrift, with the Holy Spirit : Likewife in the
Doctrine of -qur Mifery and falten Condition, &c.
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~ Attending the Miffionaries. 4.2

freely confefled, the way of Worfhip ufed by the
Malabarians, was erroneous, and that of the
Chriftians true. In all this he exprefled himfelt
with fo much Ingenuity and good Senfe, that I

was furprifed thereat, expecting no fuch thing;

from .a Heathen.
The 25th of Fuly one vifited wus, who was

t]lOrnghly acquainted with the Portuguefe Lans-
guage. ,To him Modaliapa applying himfelf in a
Difcourfe, began to talk of the Kings in Exrope,
rehearfing them all over one after another. I
gave him to underftand by that Friend, who alfo
{poke German, that true and real Chriftians were

[piritual Kings, and Inheritors of many glorious

Pofleflions purchafed by Chrift. His Anfwer was:
¢ He believed all this, but, faid he, in this
¢ Dignity fuch had only an Intereft, as had here
¢¢ conftantly converfed with God, and been en-
¢ tirely bent upon an holy Life. He faid: he
¢ knew alfo, That a Ring placed on his Throne,
¢ and a Beggar in his Rags, had all one Pedegree ;
t¢ Nay, he knew and believed, that this outward
w Yife was not the true Life 5 but that which 1s
¢¢ to come, where there would be go fuch Diftin-
¢« @&ion of Degrees, as thereis now oblerved in
«« the World betwixt Kings and Peafants, Blacks
¢« and Blancs. 2 1 caufed him further to be ask-
ed, whether he believed only one God? He
replied : ¢ There was no more but One, who
¢ had created him, with all other things in the
¢ World befides, and to this God he belonged
<« a5 well as the Blancs or Chriftians, notwith-
¢ ftanding the Blacknefs of his bodily Shape,
¢« whereby he was diftinguifhed from them. He
{aid ; « This God was a Rewarder af Good, and
T TR R TR GO S i
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44  Of fome particular Providences .
¢ a Punifher of Evil, and that he heartily en-
* deavour’d to be nearer acquainted with him.
““ All this he faid, he was [o fully convinced
* of, that no Body fhou’d be able to argue him
¢ out on’t |

Afrer this he was asked again : Whether he
did own the 2Zalabar-Idols to be true Gods, and
confequently as fuch to be worlhipped ? He an-
Iwered Np: ¢ Adding, a Man cou’d be no
*“ God, much lefs coin Gods to himfelf. He
*“ knew well enough, that the Afalzbarians were
" 1ot in the way leading to a happy Life. He
** {aid : that very few of his Countrymen knew
“ any thing of this. And he was thy as yet to {peak.
"¢ to them about it, Knowing they wou’d cry
“ him down for a Liar, and do him all the
** Mifchief they cow’d. T asked him again, what
he believed of Jefus Chrift, and of the Dodtrine
Ot Chriftian Religion ? < ] am, quoth he, not fully
“ 1nftruéted in this matter, and therefore cann’t
"¢ at prefent give any latisfactory Account there-
=mars Bl heartily defire, “to have it ex-
““ plain’d to me, and  be taught {fuch things, as
I am as yet unacquainted wicth, He was asked
again, whether after 32 folid Convi&ion of the
Truoth of Chriftianity, he was refolved, rather ta
~cnounce all that he had jn the World, nay,
fuffer rather to be banifh’d from all his Friends
and Relations, upon Account .of this faving
Rnowledge, than to enjoy here fome tranfitory
Pleafures, and afterwards be eternally loft witch
his Idolatrous Countrymen ? In anfwer to this, he
alledged fevera] weighty reafpns, why he cou’d
§10t refolve upon thatas ye, viz. becaufe. he de-

fired
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fired firlt to have a thorough Conviction of al
thofe Principles, theChriftians did believe and own
to be ‘true. He faid: ¢ It wou’d make but a
“.great Noile among the AMalabarians, if he
““ fhow’d fuffer him{felf to be baptized {o foon.
“ and'yet at the fame time not to be able to give
“ any fuflicient reafon for his doingffo. Where-
“ fore he had rather put it off;, till he was able,
“ with folid Grounds to demonftrate that Truth,
¢“ he was initiated into.

Hereupon he gave us an Account of many won-
derful Trials &Providences he had pafled through.
‘“ Hetold us: that his Neck, Hands and Feet had
‘““ formerly been all adorned with Golden Chains .
““ but that he was brought now to fuch a low Ebb,
““asto be willing to ferve others, he himfelf
““ having had heretofore a long Train of Slaves
°¢ attending him. However, he protefted, that
“ under all thefe Difafters he was very eafie,
*“ knowing -they had done him a great deal of
*“ good. He fdid: as Man had brought nothing
‘¢ into ‘the World, fo he couw’d take nothing
“ with him at his going out on’t, befides his
““ own Soul, and the Good he had done during
“ his ftay 1n it, Then was related to him the
Life of Fofeph, and the Marvellous Foot-fteps of
Providence he had met with. How often he
feemed to border upon the very brink of De-
ftru@ion, but was foon after wonderfully raifed
again by an over-ruling Providence. By this we
incylcated . to him, that {o likewife he fhould
entirely rely upon the ‘Goodnefs of God, hence-
forth fincerely fearing him, and in a {] pecial manner
endeayouring to get intimately acquainted }v?:h
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46 Of Jome particular Providences
Jefus Chrift,whofe Type Jofeph was. And then ne
doubt, but the Lord wou’d " give him Nece {[arjes
for a competent maintenance of his Body. |
The 30th of Fuly, 1.took a walk with him
into the Country quite alone ; and truly, I had
then many a ufeful difcourfe with him. The
Sun moit brightly fhining upon us, I asked him,
among other things, whether the Malsbarians
did worfhip the Sun like one of thejr Gods ?
He faid, they did. But as for me, faid he, I own
the Sun to be onlya Creature of the great. God.
He added : « Asifureas [ am, that the way we are
“ walking in, is the right way, and all other
“ by-waysin relation to the place we are 20-
“ Ing to, are wrong; fo fully I am alfo con-
““ vinced, that all that I have heard and {feen by
““ you, 1s right and true, but our Heathenith Wor-
* fhip erroneous and utterly. difpleafing to God.
I told him on this Occafion, that our Fore-Fa-
thers in Europe had been formerly as blindHeathens
as they were now; but that in Chrift’s time,‘and the
fncceeding Ages, they at laft ‘had been converted
from their Darknefs to the Holy Gofpel ; and
thatthe fame God even at this Day freely of-
fer’d his Grace to the Malavarians, together
with other Heathens, for their Converfion, wil-
Itng that all might be faved. This he liften’d
to with great Attention, but cou’d not forbear
to fay: that almoff 4l the Chriftians led a more
vicious Life than the Malabarians 44 themfelves., |
aniwer’d, he thou’d not fuffer the Scandalous [Life
ot Chriftians to divert him from that work he
was call'd to; On the other hand, he fhou’d mind
our Life and Dofirine, improving moreand more
that little fpark of Light, which God for the
Good
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Attending the Miffionaries. 4%
Good of his Soul, had already kindled in him
And then he woo’d foon come to know the dif-
ference between a trueand a falfe Chriftian, Be-
fides this, we had many other Difcourfes, too long
to be inferted here : As one concerning the Great
Glory which they enjoy, that heartily fear God,
and have Communion with the Lord Jefus Chrift,
@c. At length, after a profound Conviftion of
thefe Truths, he declared : Thar he was ‘mf/ﬁﬁg to
live, ana to die with me, defiring nothing more in this
time, than what is juff necefary for maintaining one’s
Boay, provided he might but partake of what he had
heard, and what he was [o lively affected with.

From that Day we fpared no Labour, care-
fully to inftru@ him in the Word of God. What
Difcourfes have happen’d betwixt us and him on
this Occafion, you might perhaps read with no
imall Pleafure and SatisfaGtion; But they wou’'d
afford matter for more than Twenty Sheets of
Paper. He daily propofes fuch Queftions to us,
as we are aftonifh’d at. As for inftance :
¢ Whether God had not been powe rful enough in
““ himfelf to receive fall’n Mankind into his favour
“ without fending his Son? Why Chrift was ob-
¢ hig’d to fuffer, and to die on that Account ? How
¢ Chrift was born without Sin quite alone, {ce-
‘“ Ing that the general Birth of Men was polluted
‘“ with Sin? Why there had been no Chri-
¢ ftians from the Beginning of the World?
¢ Whether God cou’d not compel Men by ferce
“ mto his Service? Whether Chriit cou’d not
‘“ wholly deftroy the Devil at once,and keep peace
““ on Earth,in {pight of all his reftlefs Infults and
“ Devices? Why all the Chriftians were not
' | faved?
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¢ faved? Why the Number of Chriftians was
““ fo very fmall? Why one Man cou’d not live
"¢ as piounfly and religioufly as another? From
““ whence fo many Se&s had {prung up among
‘¢ the Chriftians? From whence the Mazhometans
““ had their Rife 7 Whether fome of the Hea-
“¢ thens, leading a Religious Lite according | to
 their ability, cou’d not be faved without the
““ Knowledge of Chrift.? Whether the Chriftiansg
“ 1n Eurepe did live as wicked Lives, as thofe
‘“ in the Eaff-Indies? Whether the other’, Chri-
““ ftians were ignorant of that, which we taught
‘“ daily ? Why Baptifm was {o neceflary for en-
‘“ tring 1nto Chriftian Religion, {ince many not-
“ withftanding their Bapti{im were damned ? W he-
¢“ ther God loved the Blacks (after being be-
¢© come Chriltians) as well as the Blancks or White
¢ Nations? In what the Life and Do&rine of
¢« Chrift.did chiefly confift? cre. .

In thefe and many other Queftions: of that Na-
ture we have partly inftructed him our {felves,
partly by the helpof an Interpreter, when per-
haps we wanted one word or other in Portuguefe,
to exprefs our meaning to him. But by daily Ex-
ercife he has now already. gain’d fo much of
the High-Durch, and we {fo much of the Ports-
guefe, that we can make fhift to underftand one
another, he being-atthe fametime our Interpre-.
ter to the AMalabarians. He . has ftudied five
Years in the Malabaric-Schools, ~and is pretty
well veried in their Theologie, Philofophy, Arith-
metick, and fair Writing. - ‘But ‘to render him
more accomplifh’d in every thing, that in time
he may prove ferviceable to us, in tranflating
Books, and in performing other ufeful Services,
I keep a particular School-Mafter for him, who

1S
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is employed with him the whole Day. ’Tis true,
he proves very chargeable to me; but fince he
fhews fo great an Ificlination to go over into Eu-
rope, and offer to ftay with me conftantly, I think
he may be as ufeful to his Country-People by being
10 Europeyas he poflibly cou’d be here, viz. by keep-
ing a fettled Correfpondence with them, and
putting: forth fuch Books, in the Malabarian Lan-
guage, as treat upon true and fubftantial points
of Chriftianity. .
Befides him, we have two other Afulabarians, who
are willing both to ferve us, and to be indoéri-
nated 1n Principles of Chriftianity : But the Pa-
rents of the one declare againft it. And though
‘he intends wholly to leave ’em, and to own us
for his Parents; yet we hitherto have all along
avoided the making any buftle or noife among
the AMalabarians, left by an unfeafonable Zeal we
might dafh ’em at once, and infpire ’em with an
averfion, to _come near us.again. Laft Night
a Gentlewoman coming to vifit us, brought a
prefent of Malabar-fweet Meats, exprefling with-
al a great Love and Kindunefs. Difcourfing with
her, we told her among other Things, that Chri-
ftians had their beft Gifts and Refrefhments laid
up for ’em in the World to come; whereupon
fhe defired us to pray for her, that there
fhe might be with us one Time, and take
part 1n thefe exquifite Bleflings of God. 'We enter-
tain’d her befides with many other good Difcour-
{es,whereby fhe was {o lively affeGted,thatfhe offer’d
to be:our Slave, tho’ fhe is of a Noble Pedegree.
- May God bring her Soul over to the Obedience
of Faith, and vouchfafe her to be one of the

Firft Fruits of the Heathens! Qur being fetled
. | E, here
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here is known almoft over the whole Country,
nor is King Tranjon any longer unacquainted
therewith. One of his Officers paying usa Vi-
fit cthe 6¢h of Auguft laft, we difcourfed him by
the help of an Interpreter, wherewith he feem’d
to be very well pleafed. He asked “us, whether
we had not a mind to fee the Country? If we
had, he wou’d fend usra Troop of Thirty Sol-
diers as a Safe-Guard, to attend us. He offer’d
alfo to write to the King on our behalf, and
make way for cultivating a good Correfpondence
with him.
. ..pBor" ghe “relk “wehnd: fhy* “cxpertence, ' that
for propagating the Gofpel among the Hea-
- thens, next to the GRACE of GOD nothing is
more expedient of any outward Help, than a
blamele[s Life, and [eafonable f[upplies of Money,
for eftablifhing all manner of good Foundations. We
defign to draw up a certain Scheme of Propofals a-
bout carrying on this Work, and to layit before
his Majefty the King of Dewmark. It were to
be wilh’d, that all Proteftant Princes in Eunrope,
would join hand in hand together, for pufhing on
a Work tending to the Converfion of fo many Mil-
lions of ignorant Souls, or atleaft comein by
litleand little, to promote fo laudable Defigns
as thefe. Surely, God would undoubtedly fecond
fo noble Inftruments, entirely bent upon the pro-
moting of his Kingdom. And from this you
may gather, that God has not left us quite with-
out a Blelling in thefe fimall Steps, we have taken
towards fetling this Work. Remember us in your

Prayers mceflantly &¢. I remain Yours, &c.
Ar Tranquebar in  the

Eaft-ndies, Scpt. rhe
12, 1766, B' Z'
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