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Of the Progrefs of this Work. & 5
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The Miffionaries continue to learn the Mala-
barian Language, and to catechize there-
in. . They build a Church, and preach both
in the Malabarian and Portuguefe Lan-

guage. The Converfion of fome Malaba-
rians to the C])rigimz Religion.  Of
_[ame Nec'c]ﬂxries they [tand wmn need af;

for carrying on the Work of God amon
the Heathens. '

B have not been a little furprifed, on Ac-
count of not having received any Letters
from you this Year, at the Arrival of the laft Exro-
pean Ships, after having writ to you both from
the Cape of Good Hope, and laft Year from this
Place in the Eaft-Indies. Whatever the Reafon
be, neither I, nor my Fellow-Labourer, have been
induced to believe, this to be an Effe& of any
Negle& of our Friends in Europe 3 fince in the
daily Difcharge of our paftoral Funéion, we
can’t but feel the Concurrence of many Prayers
of onr Friends, whereof we reckon you to be
the firft. And fince we remember you, not
only in our Prayers, but even in our daily
Converfation, we could not but give you an
Account, of the Rife ang Progrefs of the Work,

: W€




||||||||||

66 Of the 'Prgg;’?ﬁ’ of this Work.
we are fent for hither, and of the fignal Blef:
fings of the Lord attending our Endeavours hi-
therto; in hopes it may perhaps afford fome
Edification both to you and to othets.
Laft Year, when.the Ships returned to Eiirope,
I tell dangeroufly ill, and the Diftemper holding
me abovea Month, made me pine away to that
degree, that both Lmy felf, and others with me,
began'to defpair of my Recovery. However, the
Lord having been gracioufly pleafed once more, to
reftore me,it has now the more excited mie,entirely
to {pend the reft of my Days 1n the Service of God,
the lefs' my Health was 10oked for :_My dear Col-
legue having renewed with me this ‘Refolution,
we began_afrefh to applyiour felvesto the Work
we were fent for, notwithftanding the many Op-
politions we were like to grapple with ; moft
certainly believing, that God would never leave
us 11 a Work fincerely begun to his Glory.
- Our chief Care was now, to learn'the Aalzba-
rean Language, after being pretty 'well verfed in

the Portuguefe. To ‘facilitate this ‘Defign, we

maintained ‘a  Maldbivian School-Mafter in our
Houfe : but ftill we were in the Dark, as for
the Words themfelves and the genunine Conftry-
ttion thereof; he being only able'‘to teach us to
reaa-and to write, bt knowing nothing of ‘the
Portugiefe, ' he conld not: give us any Hatisfactory

Ilet”into ‘the ‘hardéft Conftra&ions of this Lan-
guage. Soon after we fell acquainted with 2

Malabarian, who heretofore had: Terv’d the Eaff-
india. Company, and befides his own Language,
talked Portuguefe, Danifh, Hich' and Low-Dutch
fluently enough: * This Man we'hired, to be our
Tranflator ;5 and by this Means! we ‘made a choice

Col-
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Colle&ion of fome Thoufands of Aalsbariar
Words, which we got prefently by heart. Soon
after we fell to the Declenfions and Conjugations,
and began to read Books in this Language. And
all this went on fuccefstully by the Blefling of
God. Our Governour hereupon procured us {ome
Rudiments of a Malabarian Grammar, drawn up
by a Miflionary, fent hither by the French King.
Befides this, we met with fome Books, writ in
Malabarick by Roman-Cathalicks: which, though
they were ftocked with many pernicious Errors,
have however contributed a great deal to-
wards imbibing this Language, by furnifhing
us with fuch Words as did favour of a more
Chriftian Stile and Temper ; we being not a lit-
tle putto it, how  to find Words expreffive e-
nough for the Delivery of [piritual Doctrines,
and yet cleared from the Leaven of Heathenifh
Fancies and Superititions,

. The beft of thefe Books contained a Collection
of the Gofpel-Leffons, which proved veryufeful to us.
This we firft perufed, picking outall fuch Words
and Phrafes as were fitting our Defign, and after
having ’em printed upon the Memory, pradtically
applied ’em inour daily Life and Converfation.
After this we went alfo through feveral other
Books ¢ ~and by this Means 1 made fuch Ad-
vances within the Compafs of Eight Months, that
by the Affiltance of divine Grace, I was able to
read, 'to write, to talk and to underftand

this ‘hard ‘Language, if delivered by others. Mr.
Plutfcho hath likewife made a confiderable Pro-
srefstherein 3 tho’ indeed a Country {o hot as this, .
doth not permit too fervent an Application ©
the Head. However, we . thought it neceflary,

now to agree, that, whillt I was employed a-
E 2 bout




68 Of the Progrefs of this Work.

bout the Afalabarian Language, he might at-
tempt the Portuguefe 5 both thefe Languages, cut-
ting out Work enough for us every Day. And
hitherto he has fpent two Hours daily, in cate-
chizing 1n Portugucfe, as 1 have in Malabarick.
Soon after our Arrival here, fome well difpo-
fed Germans entreated us, to give ’em fome
good Inftructions out of the Word of God. We-
were glad of this Opportunity, and fet up an
Exercife of Piety in our own Houfe. On the
{fame Day we were to begin, the Governour
fent for us to Dinner, and having difcourfed
the Point with us, he faid: That he neither
could, nor intended to hinder any ways the
Work we were about, though he could be more
glad, to fee it publickly done in the Dan;
Church there. We replied: we would begin in
our Houfe, till we received further Orders from
him. Coming home, we found the Houfe croud-
ed with People, to hear the Word of God,
whom we readily ferved as well as we could.
But fome ill-difpofed Men, highly difpleafed
with our Defign, began to exclaim againft i,
However, this proved but a Means, to draw more
People to our Houfe, and fome even ot the firft
Rank, would now and then come to hear us,
{o that the Room of our Houfe was hardly big
enough to hold them. At laft the Governour
fent his Secretary, and enquired, whether we
had a Mind to preach once a Week in the Church
here ¢ We faid, we were ready for it at any
Time, if we had but the Confent and Appro-
bation of the Danifh Minifters; which the Go-
vernour, atter the Removal of fome Obftacles,
brought about at laft. We prefented the Danifh
' Church
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Church with Two and Twenty Pfalm-Book s.
And from that Time, viz. from the Month of
December 1706. we have conftantly continued
to preach therein. We had abundance of
Difficulties to ftruggle with fin carrying this
Point 3 but find now fuch a Blefling {pringing up
from thence, that it affords us matter of
Joy and Comfort. By this Means we had now
-a fair Opportunity, to lay the Word of God be-
fore Heathens, Mabometans, and Chriftians. Truly,
we often did not know, from whence to fetch
the neceflary Supplies, to fupport both - Spirit
and Body ; having been all along ingaged from
Morning till Night, to converfe with all forts of
People. But the Lord has hitherto affifted us fo
powerfully, that both Chriftians and Heathens be-
gin to be convinced, that God is with us; efpeci-
ally fince they fee, that by his Grace, we endeavour
to render our Life and Converfation conforma-
ble to the Dod&rine we preach to them ; which,
as we find, leaves generally the ftrongeft Impref-
{fion upon Peoples Mind. '

We muft needs fay, That what we have un-
dertaken hitherto in Singlenefs of Heart, has
been attended with a Comvittion of many, and
a Converfion of fome Souls. The firft of our
baptifmal A&s was folemnly performed in the
Danifh Church, with Five Heathens, which were
chriftned, after they had given an Account of all
the Articles of the Chriftian Faith. This they
did with fuch a Readinefs of Mind, that many
old People were afhamed thereat, and we¢ our
{elves convinced, they had a found Senfe of what
they outwardly performed. Nay, God has af-

fifted us fo far, that we have been able to build
: ¥ 3 a Church
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a Church among the Malabarians here, which
fcems the more marvellous. to wus, the more
Difficulties we have met with in bringing it a-
bout. We know very well, that the Difpenfa-
tion of the Gofpel, in the New-Teftament, re-
quires chiefly an szward and invifible Worfhip,
and that many of the Chriftians dote too much
on a fine Set of outward Formalities, confined
to Churches. However, fince God is a God of
Order, and requireth to be worfhipped, bath
privately and publickly, we have been obliged to
refolve wopon raifing a Church, for our greater
Conveniency ; our own Houfe being on one hand
too fmall for preaching, catechizing, and admi-
niftring the Sacraments, and the Heathens on
the other, too thy, to venture into the Churches
of theBlancks(fo they call the Chriftians) fince thefe
were generally adorned with fine Cloaths, and
all Manner of proud Apparel; but they them-
felves black, and having nothing about’em but
a thin Cloth to cover their Body.

We happened to fall acquainted with a Man of
an eminent Family in this Country, who offered,
both to come over to our Religion, and to raife a
Church at his own Charge for our Ufe; but
there arofe fo many Contefts and Broils about it,
that he was forced, not only entirely to drop this
Delign, but to remove alfo from hence to another
Place. Notwithftanding this Difappointment,
we, 10 the Name of God, and in hopes of be-
g fupported by our King, laid the Foundation

ot a Church, beftowing thereon all whatever

we could poflibly fpare from our yearly Pen-
lion. Every one, that faw it, laughedat it as a filly

& rafh Defign, and cried us down for Sots, ventu-
ring
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ring too boldly upon a thing which, they thought,
would certainly come to nothing. However, we
profecuted our Defign in- the Name of God, a-
Friend fending Fifty Rixdollars towards it. By
this Forwardnels of our Work, the Enemies
were confounded, and fome of ’em did then
contribute fomething themfelves towards accom-
plithing the- whole Affair 5 which proved. no
{mall Comfort to us.. Thus is the Building fi-
nithed at laft, and fitted up for a Church-Con-
oregation. It lies without the Town, 1in the
Midft of a Multitude of Aalabarians, near the
High-Road, built all of Stone. It was confecra-
ted the Fourteenth of Auguft, which was the Eighth
Sunday. after Trimity, in, the Prelence of acgreat
Conflux of Feathens, Mahometans and Cpriffians,
who had a Sermon preached to them both In
Portuguefe and Malabarick.

This Solemnity was performed to the no {mall
Aftonifhment of abundance of People, who vifibly
difcovered the Finger of God attending us all along
in carrying on this Work. And thus we have now
for feven Weeks together, performed the publick
Service in our Ferufalem ( this being the Name we
have given to our new-builded Church) by
Preaching, Catechizing,and adminiftring the Sa-
crament of the Lord’s-Supper. We continue
alfo to preach every Wedne/day, in our mnative
Language in the Danifh Church, called Sioz. Eve-
¢y Swunday Morning we preach 1n our Church
Portuguefe, and in the Afternoon Aalabaric,each
‘Sermon being concluded with a fhore Catechi-
fation of Children. The fame ‘is obferved eve-
vy Friday, only, that one Day we perform it 1n
Malabaric, and the other in Portuguele. Multi-

P 4 tudes
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tudes of People Flock together to - hear us, 4.
labariansy Blacks and Chriftians, €very one being
allowed to come in, let him be Heathen, Mabo-
metany Papift, or Proteffant. However, our {mall
Congregation more nearly committed to our charge,
has their particular Seats fitted up for ’em.

At this rate the Work of God runs on a
main. Our Congregation coniifts of Sixty three
Perfons ; and another is to be baptized to mor-
row. We hope, more will fhortly come over,
there being vp and down a pretty many, that
havg already received a favourable Impreflion of
the Chriftian Religion. There is a blind Man
in our Congregation, indued with alarge mea-
fure of the Spirit of God, who begins to be very
ferviceable to us in the Catechifing of others. He
has fuch an holy Zeal for the Chriftian Religion,
that every one is aftonifh’d at his fervent and
affeCtionate delivery in Points of Religion. We can’t
cxprefs, whata tender Love we bear to our new-
planted Congregation. Nay, our Love is arrived
2o that degree, and our Forward#gls to ferve.
this Nation, is come to that pitch® tiit we are
refolved to live and to die with them_3"~though
according to the Tenour of our Egpagement, we
n1zht have Liberty to LCtULRe SR 20k after
a {tay of three or five Years ,5;C0untry. |
At lealt, we can’t harbour as yet any Tloughts a-
bout returning home, though we be daily expofed
to the perfecutions of our Enemies on all fides,
and taken up all the Day long with uninterrupe-
ted Bulineis to pufli on the Defign once begun.
U'm {ure, you wou’d wonder, if we fhou’d give
youan Account at large ‘of all the Oppolitions
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we have met with hitherto. Yet all thefeEngines fet
a Work by the Devil, have oaly ferved, the more
glorioufly tc diiplay the Work of God, and to unite
us the nearer to Him, who 1is the only Support
of all the Diftrefled. Heathens and Azbometans
are kind enough to us, and love to be in our
- Company, notwithftanding we have all along

laid open to them the Vanity of their Idolatrous
and Superftitious Worfhip. But thofe that pre-
tend to be Chriftians, and are worfe than
Heathens at the Bottom, have thewn usall the
{pite and malice they ever cou’d. However, there
is a Remnant left ameng them too, that love to
be fincerely dealt with. _ sy
All our Endeavours are now entirely bent
upon this, how we may be able to raife the
Work to a higher Perfe&tion. We have fent
{fome Propofals to his Danifh Majeity relating to
this Point. ’Tis true, the Grace of God is the
Spring of all good Motions ; But if this fhou’d
be accompanied with feafonable Supplies and
Beneficial Contributions of Publick-{pirited Per-
{ons,we {hou’d then be inabled, to lay a firm Foun-
dation for many noble Eftablifhments, tending to
a. Thorough-Reformation of thefe wild and de-
luded Heathens. With the laftShip,that failed from
hence, we fent you a Letter, to prove thereby the
(incersty and forwardnefs of the Love of our Eurspearn
Chriftians in relation to the Poor Heathens; and
we hope that at the arrival of the next Ship,
we fhall receive a Blefling from you. In the
mean time we defire you, to {end us fome more
Book treating upon the Life andPrattice of Religion,
together with fifty Pfalm-Books of Mr. New-
mans BEdition; Some of our Country-Men be-
ginning
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Sinning to relifh good and fpiritval Books. I
don’t queftion, but many well-difpofed Souls,
“nd Well-wifhers to the publick Good, will glad-
Iy contribute fomething towards the fupply of
our want. We have likewife defired, that two
Perfons more might be féent over to'aflift us
in the Work {o happily begun, Remember us
conftantly in your Prayers. It wou’d afford
us a great deal of Satistfa&tion, if we fhou’d
fee you once here amongit our Heathenifh Flock,
to hear us preach to them in the Portugnefe and
their own native Language, ¢, i

in the Eaft-Indies at
Tranquebar Sept.
;}th‘ 1707.

Bz,
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