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READER

| Herens God in his infinite Mercy  hath
been pleafed, in thefe larter Days, to in-
[pire [ome Souls, with a more than common V- igonr,
for carrying on the Work of Reformation; ¢}z
happy Effelt re[unlting from thence, fpeaks lond of
fo_ glorions and charitable an Enterprife alreddy.
Not tomention the noble Effelt [uch Efforts have
produced in [everal Parts of Europe, being ob-
vions to every ome that doth not wilfully [hut  his
Eyes against it 5 one can’t but take Notice of thas
enlarged Charity, which hath mov’d fome [0 far,
4 to go beyond the Borders of Chriftendom, and
20 [career fome Rays of Chriftian Knowledge,
both upon the Baftern and wupon the Weftern Pa-
Aans.
. It can’t be ei'peﬁ‘ed, that in a [uccintt Prefator
Difcourfe as this 1s defigned to be, I [fhonld [et ont
the Ufefulnefs of /o generous a Defign ; wmuch
lefsy that I [hould go about to give an Accornt of
that great Succefs wherewith it hath been bleffed
already. However, I can’t but mention in a few
Words, thhat bath been done inthe BEEAST 3 and
what might be further cffelted, if the Defign now
in Hand [hould, wunder the gracions Influerce “of
the Lord, tneet with any favourable Emo}ﬁ_w"gemie%t
fFon the Chriftian Natsons in Europe. -0 © I
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71 the Year 1705, the King of Denmark rea
folved wupon [fending [fome Miflionaries ro Tran-
aebar, upon the Coast of Coromandel, to arremps
+he Converfion of the MalabarsHeathens, suba-
biting that Country. The Univerfityof H ALL
being applied to for fir Perfons, to undertake [o ba-
zardows an Enterprize, Two young Di’?iﬂcs,
bred in the [aid Oniverfity, were firngled okt for
this Undertaking 5 who, after having embarked a-
bout the latter End of November 1705, arrived
at 125 at Tranquebar iz July 1706, What Pro-
orefsthey have made hitherto, what Impediments
they have met with in profecuting their Defizn,
togerher with the fingular Providence that bhath
attendedbent, bath been publifi’d from their own
1 etters, for Edification of -the Englifh Reader,
i the Year 1709, -t '
But the Defign did not end with thofe Two Mif
fionaries. They [oon perceived how great the Har-
velt was in thole Parts, and how few Hands, to

carry on a Work of [v great Importance. There-

ore at thesr: earneft Sotlicitation Three more have
been [ent after then. Thele arrived at the Gape
of Good Hope, 1nthe Month of April 1709, -
and from thence. gave an Acconnt, to their Correé>

[pondents in Denmark and Germany, of what

might be helpful to them  for fuythering the Dif-

patch of their Errandto the Eaft. The Kﬂ-aﬁ?kdgb

of the Portuguef’e Lkﬂgudgc., az?d a guad Number
of NEW-TESTAMENTS in this Tongie, are re-
commended to [uch, as perhapsin Time might fol-

low them, as ME AN S bighly conducive for Pro-

pagating, the Gofpel in the Baft. Bur thislat-

ter being mow wvery [carce, or [uld at fealt at 4

..........

very ‘high Raiey a pew lmpreffion. wil be rrqm}'red,
| wheres
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whereby to anfwer the Expeftation of our Miffio-
naries.  And’tis hoped, [ome will be moved o lay
fo charitable a Defign to Heart, and thereby to
fupport the Work [o happily begun in thefe Parts.
By [uch a Return of a Spiritual Benefit, the Tem-
poral Riches onr Buropeans have drawn bitherto
from the Heathen World, would prove a greater
Bleflingto the Chriftians them[elves, and onr moff
toly Religron would thereby in [ome Degree appear
again like a City that is fet on an Hill, «»d
may be [ecn at a Diftance. |

~ Certainly, there 1z nothing more produttive of melt-
sug dmpreflions, than the Religion eftablifhed by
CHRIST. It [oftens the Feart into moft tender Incli-
nations, It is of a communicative and overflowing Na-
turey ;whereas *“ Wicked Men (to ufe the Words of #
very worthy Writer, ¥ ) ¢ are of mo§t narrow and
<« confined Spiritss they are fo contratied by the
“ pinching Particularities of earthly and created
L things, [0 imprifoned in a dark Dungeon of Sen-
¢ [uality and Selfifhnefs, fo [lraitned through
< their carnal Defigns and Ends, that they cannot
. &€ ftretch themfelves, nor Jook beyond the Horizon
¢ of Time and Senfe. Truly, a Soul that ismade
Partaker of this divine Amplitude, will expofe hes
felf to Hazards and Difficulties, to prevent the
eternal Ruin of others. And if it makes thofe
that are rooted in ity lay down their Lives for the
Brethren sy then withour Doubt, [uch muff be ut-
ter Strangers to ity fick at laying down a l;:r?e
Money for thofethat are sn the way to come oVer 10 tf

We [ee how eager thofe of the Romifh Party are,
to pufh on their DeﬁgmAz«:p and down the E\l'f}a;:llzr:

¥ My, Smiths Sclc(.t Difcourf, P 394
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World, extending themfelves from the Baft to the
Welt. Nothing is more frequeatly, or londly objeéted
lg; them againft us; than the Converfions they have
made among [l Heathens.,both in the Baft and in the
Welt 5 and the extreme Readine[s and Zeal of great
Numbers of their Clergy, to expofe them/[elves to all
manner of Perils, both by Sea and by Land, for the
Propagation of the Chriftian Faichin the Infidel
World. And it is well known, that [ome of *em bave
boafted, (when they are maintaining theirs to be the
Catholick Charch,) that their Lofs in Europe, by
what they call the Northern Here{y, has been more
than made up to them, by the Acceffton of [uch vaft
Numbers to their Communion, as within thefe Two
laft Centuries have been added to them, from among
the Heathen Nations.

I know, what the common Evafion of Proteftants
in Relation to the Popifh Miflionaries, #s, VIZ.
“ That they donot alt upon a good Principle 5 that
¢ they bave no other End in mhat they undertake,
“ than to promote the Intereft of their Party, which
““ at laft would prove an undermining, rather
““ than advancing of the Gofpel of Chrift. But
@ on one Hand, I don’t defign at all, to juftify the
Condiuct of the ‘Roman-Catholick Miflionaries ;
(their Method being generally too (light, and unbe-
coming the Gravity of a Miflionary of Chrift ;)

fo on the other, Ican’t [ec for what Reafon, Pro-

teltants fhould not alt at all becaufe they ob-
ferve others alt irregularly. ~ Certainly, if the Ro-
man Miflionaries aft wpon a [elfifbh Foundation,

- Proteftants o:{_gbt to att on a more folid One. If they

::::::::::

of the Spirit of Chrift, more attended with nniver-

«it npon 4 partial Principle, Proteftants ought to
act ipon a Principle more univerfal, more [avonring

fu
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Jal Love and Benignity. If the Method of Ro-
man-Catholicks [eems too [hallow, deadifh, and
fuperficial to us sy then Proteftants ought to carry it
higher, and infpire their Converts with the POwWer of
Religion too. If thofe acquiefce in a pompous, though
deaa Performance of a ceremonions Worfhip 5 then
WE ﬂ{ght fo much the more to preach up an inward
and vital Principle, fending forth good Works, as
Jo many free and wunconftrained Emanations. If
thofe at the beft, inform the Underftanding only,
and charge the Memory with [ome partial Senti-
ments of Religion 5 we ought not to take up there,
but by a fincere Endeavour to work up the Will Like-
wife into a ready Compliance with the Command-
ments of God. And in fine, do thofe venture Life and
Limb, or compafs Sea and Land, to make Profelytes
to their Party, and all this, by the Influence of HU-
MANE Authority 5 and [hould not Proteftants,
under the gracious Influence of GO D himfelf, carry
things confiderably beyond what thefc are able todo 2

What has been done in the Eaft-Indies, oz this be-
half, the following Papers will give an dAccount of
Great things cannot be expelted from [o few Hands,
and in [0 [mall a Compafs of Time thefe Miffionaries
have been engag’d in this Work. However,t hus much
may be gathered from the various Oppofitions ‘:”d M-
ny Difficulties they all along have enconnter d with,
that their Endeavour is not altogether deftitute of
LIFE, thongh perhaps it be but like a Grain of Mu-
ftard-Seed s yer, and [catrer’d among a mean and
contemptible [ort of People too. The Work of God
begins generally with a low Ebb, and LG LR by

‘degrees to its Spring-Tide : And tr}c: f?ehgign __af
Chrift (Ml produces the [ame Effects waich 1+ pro-
LGN 1 4 X B : dﬂ{:t‘d
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Jduced at its firft appearing in & corrupted World, viz.
20 fet People at Variance againft one another,
o create Divifions, ana to fend Fire on the
Earth,

*Tis truesthe Kingdom of Chrift may be built, nay,
even is to be builts without Noife and Brawls y but
the Kingdom of Anti chrift (on the Ruins whereof the

[p}'r:'r:m! Temple of Chrift isto be raifed,) will never
be Pulicd down, but with rumor and uproar ;the great
Enemy of Souls, never wanting, ecther by open Affanlts
of Malice, t0 perfecute s or by exquifite Arts of Policy
to difgrace the Promoters of that Religion, which will
prove in fine the total Overthrow of all his ufurped
‘Powers and Dominions. KHencey as Jo hazardons an
Enterprize as the Work of Propagating the Gofpel 15,
annot be carried on fo filently, as not to allarm the
bufy Enemy of Souls into moft violent Oppofitions s
fo thofc that are acquainted with the Nature of
ChrifF's Religion, will be [o far from being offended
at [uch Stirs and Divifions, that they will rather con-
clude, thefe to be the unavoidable Confequences of &

pureGofpel preasb’d in an impure & refrattaryWorld.
Samething of whm‘ hath been faid may be _/}5.?‘2

exemplified 17 the Converfion of 2 heatheni[h Poet or
Scholar s the Circum(tances whereof are bricfly rela-

‘ted in this Narrative . and which deferves [o much

snure our Obfervation, fince it raifed [o fierce a Storin
ansong the Heathens in Malabar, who undonbtedly
thonght the Young-Man's Wit and Reafon 1o be «
[ufficient G uard againft the Religion of Chrift. Bui
this may [hew, that God is able to reclaim foine, even

of the moft refined Wits, who generally are moff
!I?x;ck]?{;,ra’,to fubrz;it £ the Rules of acruct fied Savighi

A XN

-4




	Seite I
	Seite II
	Seite III
	Seite IV
	Seite V
	Seite VI

