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A N
Account of the ProGrEsS

OF SOME

"Danifh  Miffionares,

Sent to thé

EASTINDIES

- Heatsens in MALABAR.

I

An Abfbraét of a Letter fent to an emi-
nent Divine in Denmark : Dated at
Tranquebar in the Eaft-Indies, du-
guft the 224, 1708,

T A S the Pért'xgucﬁ and Malabarick Language

_ 's of an abfolure Neceflity to {uch as

enter upon the Propagation of the Gofpel of

Chrift in thefe Parts; fo my Collegue and I
agreed at laft, that whilt he was taken up W_lﬂh
_ y e i




2 Of the ProgrefSof the
the Portugucfe, 1 fhould apply my felf entirely
to the getting of the Malabarick Tongue, to
which 1 now found a particular Inclination.
Under the gracious Afliftance of God, I made
{fo confiderable Adwvances, that within the
Compafs of Si& Months, I began to perform
the Part of a Catechiflt in this Language. At
firft we {pent four Hours a Day in teaching,
viz, two Hours 1n catechizing {fome Malabarians
in their native Tongue, and two in inftruéting
thofe that underftood the Portugnefe: The reft
of the Day was employ’d about praéifing thefe
two Languages, and converfing with Heathens,
Moors, and Mahometans. But the more the
Pumber of thofe that came over’ to Chriftia-
nity increafed, the:more our Labour dncreas’d
alfo, and our Congregation being now become
pretty numerous, we went without any Delay,
about bpilding a Church, for ferying the better
our young Chriftians. Which Defign we ac-
complifh’d atlaft, after having pafled through
abundance of Difficulties, which the Devil
raifed againft it. It coft 250 perdons, and was
confecrated Auguft the 14th, 1707. and called
New-Ferufalem. 37 |
From this Day we have conftantly preached
in it three Times a Week, both in Adalabarick
and Portuguefe. Asfor my felf, (to whofe fhare
the learning of the native Language of this
Country is fallen,) I have explained hitherto the
Articles of the Chriftian Faith in Six and Tiventy
Sunday’s Sermons.  Thefe 1diétated to a Aa-
labarick Awmanuenfis, and then got them by
- heart Word by Word, Every Fridey 1 catc-
chize both old and young, and on Wednefday |
ik - 1epeat
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pepeat with them the laft Sunday’s-Sermor, but
likewife in an eafy, and catechetical Manner :
Thefe plain and Catechetical Exercifes having
done much Good to Heathens and 2AMano-
metans, who ufe to be prefent in great Num-
bers. My Collegue keeps to the fame Method
with the Portuguefe Tongue; we endeavouring
as much as poflibly we can, to go hand in hand
together, and withone Spirit to promote the
fame Work.

As for the Order 1 obferve daily in the Ma-
nagement of my paftoral Function, and 1n
due Preparation towards it, it is as follows :
After Morning Prayer, I explain the Heads of
our Catechifm, from Six toSeven. From Se=
ven to Eight, I repeat my Malabarick Vocabu=
lary, and the Phrafes gathered in this Lan-
guage. From Eight to Twelve, I am entirely
employ’d about reading fuch Malabar Books, as 1
have never read befores; a Malabarick Poet
and Writer being prefent at the fame time to
aflift me. The Poet is to give me a fuller
Infight into all the Circumftances of each Story
~ecorded in the Book, and to clear up the
more dark and intricate Paflages of their Poems:
Bur the Wiiter is to take down fuch BExpref-
fions as I am unacquainted with as yets
At Twelve a Clock, I go to Dinner, having
appointed one to read to me all this while out
of the holy. Bible. . Betwixt One and Two, L
ufually reft a little, the exceflive Heat 1nt
thefe Couatries not permitting a Man to entet
upon ferious Bufinefs immediately after Din-
ner. The Hours from Two to Three, [ fpend

10 catechizing ; and then I fall again to read
B 2 Ma?



4 Of the Progrefsof the
AMualabarian Books till Five, when we begin ay
Excrcife of Piety in our native Tongue, for
the Edification of the Germans refiding here,
This lafteth till Six 5 and from this to Seven, we
mect for a mutual Conference, every one giving
an Accountof the Management of that particu-
lar Charge, which is committedto his Truft,and
of the Difficulties it isattended with. Where-
upon we confider, by a joint Concurrence,
of proper AMdeans, how toremove every thing
that may retard the Work, and how to order
the whole Matter more and more to the beft
Advantage, When this is over, a Malabarian
reads to me out of one of their Books, till
Hight a Clock 3 but then Choice is made of
fuch Books only, as are done in a plain and
familiar way, the Style whereof 1 endeavour
to exprefs in my daily Work and Converfati-
on. Hence i1t has happened, that now and then
one Author has been read an hundred Times to
me,and never laid afide, till [ was fully acquaint-
ed with every Word in particular, and its entire
Coherence with the reft. By this Means I
have confiderably improved my felf in this
Language. From Eight to Nine, I am at Supper;
which being done, I enter upon a fhort Exa-
mination both with my Children and my felf
about the things happening that Day, and then
I conclude my Day’s Work with finging and
praying,

This is a fuccin& Draught of the Manage-
ment of my paftoral Function in this place,
which however, is Interrupted in thofe Days
wherein I vfe to preach s and befides this, by
many Vifits I receive fromthe Malabarians and

Moors,
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Moors, being uuwilling to put away any one
that comes to confer with me on a religious
Account, Some of their Poets come now
and then a great way off for this Purpofe ;
whofe Vifits I return, whenever c8nveniently I
can, But befides this, I make often a Step into the
adjacent Towns and Villages,and take a View of
their Schools, being crowded wherever I come,
with AMoors and Malabarians, whom 1 difcourfc
about the way to Salvation. Ifreely confefs,
that, notwithftanding this People be led away

by a World of Errors and Delufions, they ne-
verthelefs giveat Times {o pertinent Anfwers

in matters of Religion, as perhaps I fhould
have never thought of before. 1 remember
that fome of our Learned in Europe have
writ entire Books about Methods and Ways of
converting Heathens: But well may they write
Methods of converting Heathens, whilft at the
fame time they only argue with themfelves,
fetching both the Objeltions and the Anfwers
from their own Stock. Should they come to

a clofer Converfation with the Pagans, and
hear their Shifts and Evafions themfelves,
they would not find ’em fo deftitute of Argu-
ments as we imagine, but even able to bafflc
now and then one Proof alledged for Chri-
ftianity with ten others brought in againft it.

i! It requires ar experimental Wifdom to con-
~ veya faving Knowledge into their Mind,and to
. convince ’em of the Folly of Heathenifm, and
. of the Truth of Chriftianity., And this Wif-
. dom is not to be had in the Barren Schools of
: Logic and Metaphyficks, but muft be learned at
i another Univerfity, and derived from IQOd
3 B 3 BRI
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himfelf for this Purpofe. The beft way is, tg
keep the Mind conftantly in that Temper ang
Serenity, that the Grear God may influence it
himfelf, and qualify it for fo important 3
Work ; that foin fome degree at leaft, may
be obtained what the Lord hath promifed to
his Difciples fent out to preach the Gofpel,
Marth. X. 19.

The Heathens have Abundance of Subterfuges,
whereby they endeavour to vindicate them-
felves, and to fruftrate the Defign of a Mif
fionary. 1f Chriftians find one Error in the
Doltrine of the Heathens, thefe will find ten
1n the Life and Condu& of the Chriftians. It
would be infinitely better, if never any Chri-
ftian had been among ’em; for then their
Mind would be lefs prepoflefled againft the
Truth of Chriftianity, the free -Reception
whercof 1s now {tifled, by many and inveterate
Sins and Cuftoms, they bave obferved all along
among Chriftians. However, the Lord is ftill
able to reclaim fome, and to break the Chains
of thefe headftrong Evafions, whereby they are
reftrained from embracing the Gofpel of Chrift.

The greatelt Efforts muft be beftowed on
the FEducation of Children. In thefe a {olid
and lalting Foundation may {fooner be laid,
thanin thofe that are grownold in their hea-
thenifh Fancies and Superftitions. For this
Reafon, we foon after our Arrival here, be-
gan to fet up a Charity-School, which after-
wards was followed by another, and gre hither-
to both managed fuccefsfully by the Blefling of
Ged. My Collegue 1s taken up with a Poersu-
guefe School 5 (where alfo Danifh and Germar
& . g
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is taught) as 1am with a Malzbarick One, be-
ing aflifted therein by two Uthers. Eignt
Children arc freely boarded and provided
with all Neceffavics ; and we arc refolved to
maintain all the Children of fuch Parents as
come over to Chriftianity, that hereby we may
gain the full Management of thefe Children
betimes, and give ‘em fuch an Education,
as is like to produce fome good Effe@s In
Time. We heartily wifh to be fupplied with
a Malabarick and Psveugucfe Ptinting-Prefs, to
fave the expenfive Charges of getting {ucky
Books tranferibed, as miay ferve our Bnd in
carrying on this Work., I have hitlierto em-~
ploy'd Six Malabarick Writers in my Houfé,
which, confidering our prefent Circumitan-
ces, will prove too chargeable at lalt. *Tis
true, thofe Books which we get from the Ma-
Lobar- Heashens muft be- entirely tranferibed, of
clfe bought up for ready DMoncy, if People
will parg with them'; but fuch as lay down
che Groumds of our holy Religion, and are to
be difperfed among the Feathens here, muft
be carefolly printed off for this Defign.

[ have often fent fome Malabarick WriLers
a great way into the Geuntry, in order £0 ‘buy
up Malabarian Books from the Widows of the
deceafed Bramans. But thercarca great many
more of thofe Books, which being grown very
fcarce, are not fo ealily found out. Howe-
ver, I.do whatl can to get ’em 10to My
Hands, and’ to purchafe ‘em at any rate, that
fo I may be able to unravel the better, the
Myfteries and fundamental Principles of their
1dolatrons Religlons; which' in due Time, 1
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kope to lay open in all its black Colours, and tq
confute it out of their own Writings.  Ang
on this Account a good ftore of ‘Books, you
know, will do me much Service. However,
my prefent Defign is chiefly bent upon tran-
flating the Word of God into the Language
of the Heathens : And my daily Prayer is, that
the Lord would qualify me for fo Important ap
Undertaking, which in Time may eftablifh the
Religion of Chrift on a firm Foot ip thefe Parts,
There is a vaft Difference betwixt this,
and all our Europear Languages ; but notwith.-
itanding, I find it expreffive encugh for utter-
ing and explaining therein the Word of God
tho’ at the fzme time, it will be altogether
impoffible to keep clofe’ to that Punc&ation or
Diftinétion of Verfes, which is obvious in our
European Tranflations. The Reafon is, that
particular Genius and Idiom, whereby this
Languague is diftinguifhed from al] the reft ;
it often happening that a Verie is to be pla-
ced in the End, which neverthelefs in the
Greekand Hebrew Text, is put in the Beginning ;
and again, what was in- the Beginning, muft
there come in about the End, if yow’ll have
the People underftand it. Befides this, there
is neither Comma, nor Colon, nOT . Semicolon, to
be met with in the Conftruétion of this Lan-
guage;  and therefore no Verfe can be cop-
cluded, but where therg 1s a Full-point in our
European Languages. 1f thefe particular Rules
bel negle@ed, no Malabarian will be able to
pick —out the trye meaning of the Words,
And this .is the Reafon, that now and then
tWo.or three Verfes muft be contracted intp
one,

::::::::::
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one, when they come to be transfufed into
Malabarick. And in this Work of Tranflating,
I am to embark quite alone, there being not
one Man 1 know of, either among Chriftians
or Heathens here, qualified for lending me
a Hand herein, or for doing but one entire
sentence without Faults.

By this fhort account, you may learn, Reve-
rend Sir, that we don’t trifie away our Time,
or fpend it to no Purpofe in thefe Parts. There-
fore, as by the gracious Afliftance of the Lord,
we fhall further endeavour to an{wer the Cha-
racter of Miffionaries s fo we hope you will be
ready to fecond, on your Side, thefe Endeavours,
and to contribute what lies in ycu towards
gaining more Ground among the Heathens
here. We were nota little rejoiced when we
were Informed, how favouarably his Majefty was
difpofed toewards this Work, in fending over
lately a confiderable Sum for facilitating our
prefent Defign. But this being unfortunately
loft, and {o never came to our Hands, we have
not been able hitherto, much toenlarge our re-
ligious Eftablithments among the Heathens
here, T'ec,

This is an Abftrad of the Letter fent by Mr.
Ziegenbalgh, to the abovefaid Divine, Ia the
Year 1708, being attended with a Parcel of
Writings, under the Title of Billiotheca Ma-
labarica. This contains Twenty Six Sermons
preach’d in their Church at Tranquebar, call'd
Ferufalen, and an account of Two !M:zlarbm':ck
Diionaries, (compiled for the Ufe of fuch as
defign to learn this Language,) which are to fol-
low hereafter, Of

::::::::::
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Of the firflt Ditionary, the Miflionary him.
felf gives the following Account: It comprifes
above Twenty Thoufand Words and Phrafes. 1p
one Line the Afalabarick is fet down in jts own
Character,and in the other is placed the Latig
¥ronunciation, and in the Third the German.
This Work has kept me employed Two Years,
having read over for that Purpofe above Two
Hundred AMalabarick Authors, and taken down
the moft elegant Phrafes out of every Book.
And becaufe this Language is wonderfully am-
ple and copious, 1 make ftill daily Additions
to this Ditionary. For rendring the Book as
compleat as poflibly I can, I have not only read
Theological, Philofophical, and Hiftorical Authors,
but likewife thofe that treat upon Phyfich and
Occononiy.  However, T have not been able as
yet to digelt this Book into a regular Order
or Method, the Words being mixt together
confufedly, and as they happen’d to occur when I
was reading, If I fhonld gain Time to go
through with it, and to rank every Word under
its proper Head, I don’t queftion, but it will
prove highly {erviceable to all the young
Learners of this Language. But thisI can’t pro-
mife to accomplifh without the Conveniency of a
Printing-Pre[s.  The Book it {elf is increafed al-
ready to Four Alphabets, and Additions are
making every Day.

Befides  this  Difionary, exhibiting the
more wvrlgar Words, and intended for the
common Benefit of Miflionaries, I have alfo
colleCted a Pocrical Dictionary, taken out of
all forts of Poetical Writers, This Book,
befides the vaft Charge I have been at in com-

piling
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piling it, hath coft me a deal of Toil and La<
bour. [ have maintained in my Houfe, for the

{pace of Four Months, feveral Pocts, being the
greateft Mafters of this Tongue. The whole
is digefted into Twelve Parts, and all the Names
arc reduced already to their proper Heads,
The Firft Part contains the Poetical Deno-
mination of the chief Idols of the Malabarians,
every Name pointing out at the fame Time the
Qualities and Tranfa&ions of cvery Idol in
particular. One ldol has often more than an
Hundred Names given it 3 and fince they have
{fo vaft a Multitude of Gods, (befides the 48000
Rifhi or great Prophets) ’tis no fmall Piece of
Divinity to conn only the bare Names of thefe
Idols: Not to mention the great Deeds and
Exploits performed by them in the Fourteen
Worlds, where they command. But as for my
Di&ionary, it relates the Names of the Supe-
rior Gods only, thefe being moft commonly
mentioned in their poetical Fiétions. There
is almoft fo great a Difference betwixt the vul-
gar and poetical Malabarick, as there is betwixt
Latin and High-Dutch. For notwithftanding
the way of reading be the fame, no common
Malabarian can underftand the Compofitions of
the Poets without an Interpreter. And this
is the Reafon that thereare fo very few that
are able to give a competent Account of the
Princjples of their W orfhip, the religious Books
being written in fo dark .and abftrufe a Lan-
guage as no mean Perfon is able to dive 1nto.
But befides the Titles of the Geds, the firft
Part of this Diftionary comprehends alfo the
Names of the Heavens, Planets, and of other
] ce-
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celeftial Bodies ; in the Defcription wherof the
Heathens cxactly agree with our Europeay

Scholars.
The Second Part of the Poetical Diétionary

treats lupon Aan, and his feveral Ages, Sex,
Aé&ions, &e. One King has often Threefcore
Names. In like manner do their Hermits
and Priefts abound in many differing Titles
and Denominations.

The Third Part fets down the Names of all
manner of wild and tame Bealts, Birds, de.

The Fourth Part is filled with the Names
of Trees, Flowers, ¢e.

The Fifth, with the Words concerning
the World, Mountains, Rivers, Towns, ¢¢.

The Sixth Part lays down the Names of

~ Vi&uals, orthings catable; likewife of Mi-
nerals, ¢re.

- The Sewenth Part treats on the {everal forts
of Weapons the Aalabar-Gods have made Ufe
of in their warlike Atchievements. Likewife
of all manner of WUtenfils, and Houfhold-
Stuft; e,

I freely confefs that this Diionary is of no
great Ule to me in delivering the Word of
God to my Congregation 3 a plain Stile being
the fitteft for Inftruction : However,itisa Key
to unlock and to untie all thefe Myfteries and
knotty Dilliculties wherewith the Aaldbar-
Peets are ftulfed. And becanfe 1 am refolved
to expofe, one time ot other, all thefe heathen-
ith Fopperies in their own and native Uglinefs,
I found my felf oblig’d to venture thus far in-
to thele {pacious Fields of the Asalabar-Poets.
Befides this, the mapy Vifits I receive from the

' Poets
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Poets themfelves, feem to make it neceflary ;
they putting almoft every thing they {peak, in
a poetical Drefs, where 1 muft underftand at
leaft what they fay, in order to confute the bet-
ter their filly Tales and Stories, Certainly,
thefe importunate Scriblers have pefter’d the
Heathen World, with infinite Numbers of
worthlefs Books. The beft is, that there are
but a few that underftand them, and thefe are
generally a great deal wifer than thofe that
fet up for Poets, and know all their bomba-
ftick Fi&ions to a Nicety.

There are a pretty many of the Malabarians
favourably inclined to Chriftianity 5 but hardly
will any of thefe poerical Wits (who think
themfielvesto be the politer Part of thisWorld,
and raifed above the common level) give way
to the plain Truth of the Gofpel of Chrift ; nay;
inftead of fubmitting to the Di&ates of truc Re-
ligion, they, out of Pride and Vanity, raife all
manaer of frivolous Difputes againft it, and by
many philofophical Shifts and Evafions indifpofe
themfelves, and others too, for the Reception
of our moft holy Religion.

i, An
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I1.

An Abftratt of fome Letters writ April
the 20th and 2,8th, 1709, by one of
the laft Miffionaries, arrived then at the
Cape of Good-HoPe in his way to
Tranquebar m the Eaft-Indies.

WE have begun on board our Ship to ap-
ply our felves to learn Portuguefe and
Malabarick, thefe being the Two Langnages
that will enable us te proPagate the Gofpel in
thofe Parts. I am forry, we were not provi-
ded at our Departure with fome more Books,
writ in Portuguefe, that we might have the
more Help, for reading and pradtifing it be-
times. I have heard from fome that were on
board of our Ship, and had been heretofore
great Travellers in many Egff-Indiz Countries,
that the Portngucfe is of far greater and more
extenfive Ufe, than even the Malsbarick Lan-
- guage 1t felf; going almoft through all the
Parts of the Eaﬂ , whereas the AMalabarick 1s

confined to a certain Tra& only.
>Tis pity we have no better Helps in Germa-
ny, for learning this Language to Perfection,
fince it is {o wniverfally ufeful for fuch as may
be appointed in time, to follow uson the fame
Defign we are engaged in, Thofe would be
xeady to enter upon Bufinefs affoon as they
' came
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came over. Here at the Cape, we got one New-
Teftament in the Portuguefe Tongue, printed
at Amfterdam, in the Year 1681. 4t0. which coft
us Three Specie-dollars.- And another {mall
Treatife, in the fame Language, was prefent-
ed us, containing the Catechetical Principles of the
Chriftian Religion, We defign to apply cur
felves entirely to this Langnage thefe two
Months, which we are like to be ftill a Shipe
board, before we reach Tramguebar, in hopes
that 1n a few Weeks after our Arrival there,
we fhall be ferviceable to thofe that are gone
before us.

As for the aforefaid New-Teffument, you muft
know, that it was tranflated in Baravia, by
fome Dutch Minifters there ; but the firft Im-
preflion proving very faulty, it was remitted to
Amfterdam, and printed the Second Time, after
it was revifed. Ifa Founder and Printer could
be fent over in Time, and readily provided
with Zatiz Types, it would cffeétually, and
without any great delay, further our prefent
Defign ; for the Portuguefe Language being of fo
ample a Ufe, true and pracical Chriftianity
might be {cattered by this Means throughout
moft of thefe Eaffern Countrics.

We have found here abundance of Germans,
and many of the Lutheran Confellion ; one
whereof prefented me with Sixteen Guilders
Dutch Money, for the promotiig of our Defign
in the Eaft-Tndies. This Gentleman was bred a
Scholar, and had ftudied at the Univerfity of
Fena. In the Year 1700, helifted himfelfinto
the Dutch Service, and being arrived at the
Cape, he fettled himfelf here, and Is now in

very
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very good Circumftances. He had read here
the Narrative of the Hofpital at Hall, and the
wondetful Footfteps of Providence attending it ,
and being particularly affe¢ted with the Ac-
count given in the latter Part, of the Contri-
butions gathered in Germany, for the Support
of the newly-converted Heathens in Malabar,
he offer’d me the aforefaid Sum to the fame
Purpefe: The Governour here hath entertain-
ed me twice at Dinner, and is a Gentleman of
an eafie and obliging Converfation. Every
thing 1s very dear here, and one can hardly
live for lefs than a Specie-Dollar a Day.

I
Letters from Copenhague, dated June
2 4th, give an Account, that a Danifh

Eaft-India Ship was arrived at laft in
Worway after a very long and tedions

Voyage.

¥ Etters that came by this Ship, bring an
. Account, that the Miflionaries gain Ground

more and more among the Heathens in AMa-

labar, and that God had open’d ’em a Door
to {peak the Myfteries of Chrift. They meet

-with a deal of Oppofition, whereby the com-

mon Enemy of Souls endeavours to obftrtlllé’t
- Lk, ' ~ the
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the Work of Reformation in thofe Parts.
However, their Congregation is increafed at
prefent to above one Hundred Souls, and they
have fome Hopes, there would be a confidera-
ble Additionin a fhort Time.,  They tell us,
that the Malabarians did not only refort from
very diftant Places, to hear the Word preach’d
in their own Language, but had alfo many pri-
vate Conferences with the Chriftian Miffiona-
ries, upon the Subje&t of the Salvation of Souls.

Mr.-Ziegenbalgh, who is one of thefe Miffio-
naries, and the greateft Proficient in the AMa- -
labarick Tongue, has fent over feveral Trea-
tifes compiled by himfelf in that Language.
They bear the following Infcriptions, fet down
by the Author himfelf: (1) Twenty Six Ser-
mons preach’d at our Ferufalem-Church, upon all
the Articles of the Chriftian Religion. (2) A
Draught of the Examination of fuch as are
to be baptized : (3) A Book of Pfalms ufually
fung in our Church. As for the outfide of
thefe Books, they are of a quite different Drefs

from thofe in Europe. There is neither Paper,

nor Leather, neither Ink nor Pen ufed by them
at all, the Chara&ers being by the Help of Iron
Tools imprefled on a fort of Leaves of a cer-
tain Tree, which is much like a Palm-Tree. At
the End of every Leaf a Hole is made, and
through the Hole a String drawn, whereby
they are kept together; but they muft be un.
tied or loofened, whenever the Prints of thefe
Chara&ers are to be read. . | :

They give a further Account, that both 32s.
labarians and Moors did very much frequent
their Sermons, but particulatéy thelr _catechect;-l-
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cal Exercifes. They had many Vifits from the
Poets, 'and fuch as were thought /carned among
the Aalabarians, which often came from very
diftant Places, and put abundance of abftrufe
and intricate Queftions, with ether difputable
Cafes to them. “Whereby however, the Miflio-
naries  took an Opportunity, to inter{perfe
their Anfwers with good and praétical Refle.
&ions, in order to fix the Minds of the Heathens
on fuch things wherein the greateft Strefs, and
the very Subftance of Chriftian Religion lieth,
and to withdraw them from thofe nice and ufe.
Iefs Speculations, they too much run upon.
‘Some time ago, one of the Miflionaries taking
a Journey to a large Town, called, Nagapar-
nam, was every where Kindly received by the
Malabarians. In this Place he madea Stay of Six
Days, and, after having contrated fomeAcquain-
tance with {fome of the leading Men of the Town,
he obtained, that a folemn Difpuration was fet
on Foot, and held in the Caftle there. Abun-

dance of Bramanes, Pantarcs and Poets, and all

the Learned of the Town, with a Multitude of

common People, flocked together to be prefent
at that Solemnity. It lafted from the Morning
till one a Clock in the Afternoon. The Mifii-
onary began the A& with a fhort Oration in

Malabarick, and then levelled his Difcourfe
chiefly againit the idolatrous Worfhip fo much
in vogue among the Heathens there. But there

“was but one that would venture to give any

Anfwer to what the Miflionary delivered to

~ them, aud he is generally look’d upon as omne
) Qf the greateft Saillts_iq that Place.

- | After



Of the Divinity of the Featheris. 19

“After the Difputation was over, the Mifliona-
1y concluded again with a fhort Monitory Org-
tion, which was anfwered by one of the eldeft
Bramanes, who returned Thanks in the Name
of the whole Company, exprefling withal a
-great Satisfaction at the kind Invitation offer’d
‘em by the Miffionary, All this caufed a great
Joy and Commotion in the whole Town. Soon
after, when this Gentleman was come home
agaip, he writ alarge Letter to all the Brama-
wes and Paneares then prefent, and repeated to
them in Writing, what before was declared
to them by Word of Mouth, being in good
Hopes, to fee in time a happy Product pé%he
Sced of the Gofpel {cattered then among the
Heathens in that Place.

Of the Divinity and Phjilofophy of the AMala-
barians, he adds the following Particulars to
what has been faid already on that Subje&,
‘in the firft Collettion of Letters. They have a
very regular Language, Which may be reduced
to a certain Standard or Rules of Grammar.
‘As our learned Men in Eurepe .have their
‘Courfe of Philofophical Sciences, fo have the
Malabarians too, and treat them in a regnlar
and methodical Manner, as well as our Scho-
lars in Europe. They have a Written Law, from
whenee, as from the Fountain-Head, they
fetch all their Theological Dedudionsand De-
-terminations. 2
'~ Concerning GO D, they’ll tell you, they
worfhip but Oze divine Being, which they et
up for the original and produciive Caufe of
all other things 5 callingit accordingly Baraba-

A5 r the (t Beig of all. This
rs Waftu, or the fuprcmz ; & ! God'




20 Of the Divinity of the Heatbens.

God, they fay, doth not concern himfelf im-
mediately about things of little Moment, fa}-
ling 6ut either in this or in- other Worlds ;
but has created fome other great Gods as his
Vice-gerents, by whom all the Worlds, and the
Creatures thérein, are moved and 1nfluenced,
Thefe Gods, fay they, have again their fubor-
dinate Gods; of whom every one is faid to
have his particular Station and Government
of things afligned to him : By this Azaling forc
of Gods, Men are created according to the Or-
der of the fupreme Being ; and therefore they
think it but reafonable, they fhould have alfo
fome kind of Worfhip allotted to them, not ex-
cluding even the very loweft or Third Order of
Gods, fince Men received many Tokens of Kind-
nefs from them too. They add, that all thefe
inferior forts of Worfhip are refolved at lalt
into the fublimeft Worfhip, due to the Oze
fupreme Being. ‘

They pretend likewife, that wife and under-
ftanding Men among ’em, perform their Wor-
fhip without Imazes ;thefe being defign’d, fay
they, for Children only, and the duller fort of
People, who know not what Idea’s or Repre-
fentations to frame of thefe heavenly Beings.
They tell ye, that after the fupreme Being,
there are 3300000 Gods, all depending upon
the firft or primary: Subftance. They: fay, there
are Forty Eight Thoufand Rifbi, or great Propnetss
and an infinite Number of Angels, and other
inferior Officers. :

The Genealogy or gradual Production of their
Gods, is alfo remarkable, and -is ranked by

‘them in this Series: (1) The Beipg of all Beings,
) 2. o1
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or ‘the fupreme God created Eternity. (2}
Eternity brought forth T/chiwen. (3) By this
T[chiwen the Goddefs TJchaddy was created. (4)
This Goddefs Tfchaddy produced Putadit or

the elementary and fenfitive World. (5) By

Putadi the Sound or ringing was framed, (6)

The Sound’s Offspring was Nature. (7) Na-
turc afterwards begat the great God T/chatat-
Jchiwen, and .(8) this again brought forth ano-
ther great God, cali’d Magefchurn. (9)From
Mage[churn {prung up Ruddiren or Ifpuren 5 and
(10) from Ruddiren the great God Wifchtnum.
(rx) This again created Bruma, which (12)
prov’d the produ@ive Principle of the Soxl. (13)
The Soul created at laft the Heaven, or that vaft
Expanfion betwixt Heaven and Earth, which
makes up ‘the fifth Element, according to the
Malabarick Philofophy, or rather, the Recepta-
cleof the other four Elements. (14) This Hea-
ven begat or created the Air. (15) The Air
‘begat the Fire, (16) The Fire begat the Wa-
ter, and (17) the Water begat the Earth. As
for the reft oftheir Gods and holy Prophets, they
furnifh out ‘a large and long-linked Roll or Ge-
nealogy, too prolix and tedious to be inferted
here. ‘

- Concerning, the Nature of their Gods, they
freely confefs, they are fubje to various
Changes and Mntations, as well as the Crea-
tures themfelves, and that each of ’em hath
his fix’d Term both of Life and Government.
After the Expiration of all thele fet Times,
every thing; fay. they, fhall return into .the
Being of all Beings, and then there fhall fq%—
low a new Creation, There are great Di-
‘ T G3 ferences
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ferences among ’em about the Worfhip of theit
Gods, oné Party preferring this, and another
Party being more fond of that, They fay, that
in old Times, their Gods frequently appeared
tpon Earth ; and of thefe Apparitions, they
coin a World of ridiculous Tales and Storics.
They fay, there are Fourteern Worlds, {even
foperior, and {even inferior Ones, with zs
many huge Seas moving betwixt them. This
Notion furnifhes their Poets with Abundance
of Fi&ions and Fancies; and whenever they
entertain you with an Account of fome ftrange
Accidentsand Adventures, they only tell you,
that thofe Things happened in fuch and fuch
a World, without thinking themfelves obliged
to alledge any other Proof for it.

As for the Creation of Adan, they tell us,
that Sixty Thoufand Men were created at firft,
‘but that Thirty Thonfand turned Devils {foon
after, and Thirty Thoufand remained Men,
both of ’em being multiplied afterwards to
infinite Numbers. To the Knowledge of the

 Image of God, after which the firft Man was
created, and of the deplorable Lofs enfuing
it, they are utter Strangers. 'Their Notion
about Srz is alfo very lame and imperfect:
They fuy, it comes- from the Conftitution of
the Body, and 'from exceffive Eating and
Drinking. But their Bramanes tell you, they
are no Sinneérs at ‘all, but the Offspring of
the great God Bruma ;, and io think themfelves
to be pure and finlefs all over. f '

About the Soxl of AMan, they have a Multi-
tude' of firange and confufed Notions. Some
jay, that God himfelf is the Soul ; others
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affirm it only to be a Part of God: Others
give out, that God, at the Creation of the
World, created alfo all thofe Souls that were
defigned to go into the Bodies of Men. Others
again will tell ye, the Soul is begotten by the
Parents. Others believe it to be the Produé
of the five Elements. The moft Part think,
every one hath two Souls; a good One, and
a bad One. Touching the Sesfes of Man,
they maintain there are five inward; and five
outward Senfes; whereof they hold the latter
to be bad, and the former good and holy.
‘They are gencrally for the Tranfmigration of
the Soul out of one Body into another, in or-
der to her full and perfe& Purification. But
as for fuch as have all along liv'd a good and
holy Life, they tell you, that they are sizme-
diately tranflated to a State of compleat Blifs
and Happinefs.

 Of thofe that have been defiled by a great
many $ins in the World, they hold, that
they muft wander from one Body into zano-
ther,and by this means beborz over and over
again, till they gain a perfect Purification at
laft, and be admitted to the holy Enjoyment
and Company of the Gods. From this Prin-
ciple they farther infer, that thofé thac
have indglged themfelves in all Manner of
Lewdnefs and Vanity, are often forced into
the very wild and venomous Beafts, or clfe
born again into the World ina very poor and
mean Condition: Whereas thofe that have
done a great deal of Good, but without being
vet arrived to the pitch of P.erfe&.lon, arc
born again, fome like Kings, fome like great
; Ry o~ C 4 SC!.IO#
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Scholars, and fome like other topping and

firft-rate Men in the World.
I muft needs fay, that inthis vaft Multitude

of People, hurried about with fo many odq
and uncouth Notions, I have never yet met
with any one Atheist; I mean, fuch an one
that had the BoldnefS to contradi&® the Exift-
ence of a Sovereign Being, andthe Truth of
a future Life. Onthe other Hand, I have feen
many that will undergo a deal of Pains and
Labour, tofit themfelves for a better State in
the next World. Many will quit all they
have ; Wife, Children, and Eftate, and retire
into fome Solitude, to do Penance for their
former Life. Some will employ themfelves
entirely about A&s and Oflices of Humanity,

ereting up and down Abundance of Charsty-

FHoufes, wherein both indigent Travellers, and
other poor People, may find fome Reft and
Refrefhment. There are likewife fome fpa-
cious Buildings like Cloyfters or' Colleges to
be feenin fome Places, wherein often a Thou-
fand poor People are entertained at once.

In the Year 1708, a certain Queen refiding
not far from Tranquebar, departed this Life.
I have been told for certain, that fhe enter-
tain’d to the Number of Ten Thoufand Bra-
manes at free Coft. The fame Benefit fhe con-
ferr’d likewife on Abundance of Pilgrims or
Travellers, in a particular Building fet up for
that End, and which is continued by her
Daughter to this very Day. - And all this they
do,in order to prepare themfelves for another
World, and to pleafe their Gods, of whom

their Books inform ’em, that they often ap-
pear
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pearin the Shape of Beggars, and unexpeited-
ly fteal in upon People, to fee, whether they
be diligent in relieving the Wants of tlie Poor
and Needy. Some of fuch charitable and
publick-{pirited Men, have by their Gods been
taken up triumphingly, with Soul and Body,
into the Regions of the Blefled, as the Mala-
barick Hiftorians tell us. And this is another
Motive that encourages them to fuch generous
Aés of Love and Charity.

Concerning the State of Happine[s after this
Life, our Malabarians inform us of Four De-
grees or Manfions, prepared for the better
fort of People. The firlt degree is term’d by
them, Tfchalogum, fignifying Paradife. The
fecond is, TJchalmibum, importing a very near
Accefs to the Great God. The third is call’d,
“Tfcharubum. Suchas arrive to thisdegree, are
made the very Image of God. The fourth is,
T[chantfchium, and wunites itsInhabitants entirely
to thejfupreme Being., Many, to render them-
felves worthy of fo glorious a State, live a
very precife and virtuous Life. Some have
{fo far thrown off’ all manner of idolatrous
Worfhip, that they don’t {fo much as come
near a Pagode. All their [Endeavours are en-
tirely bent upon the Pradtice of Virtue and
Strifinefs of Life; nay, all their Difcourfes
{avour of nothing, but of Virtue and good
Morals. This Sort of Men do not own any
religious Party at all, thinking themfelves
rais’d above the common Set of Religions uied
among the Heathens. They are ready atany
Time, to entertain you with Difcourfes con-
cerning Virthe and Holinefs of Lile; buii_:ooa;
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foon as you touch upon the Article of CHRIST:
.nd the Difference betwixt theirs, and
Chrift’s Religion, they don’t feem to like it {o
well, as if you barely talk to them of Virtue,
and Purity of Life and Manners. '
" | forgot to tell you, that the abovefaid No-
tion of the Tranfmigration and various Revo.
tucions of Souls makes one of the ftrongeft
Prejudices againft  the' Chriftian Religion a.
mong the Malabar-Heathens, and 1s one of the
oreateft Stratagems of the Bevil, whereby he
makes many of them think flightly of the moft
horrid Sins and Pollutions. For whilft they
don’t belicve any other Punifhment to bein-
fiited upon the wicked, but thefe Revolu-
tions of the Soul, aand the being born again
and again into the World ; they grow at laft
quite familiar with this Fancy about the Ram-
bles of the Soul. Some of ’em have been
convinced of the Sottifhnels of this Notion,
and entirely put toa Non-pluss but it being
one of the eldeft Articles of their Faith,
and handed down to them by a long and un-
interrupted Tradition, ’ti§ hard to remove a
Prejudice {o deeply rooted, and {fo commonly
received among ’em. ‘ |

And becaufe I touch here at the Prejudices
of thefe Heathens againft cur moft holy Reli-
gion, I muft mention alfo another, whereby the
Work of their Convetfion is made very dif-
ficult; and this is the Prerogative they have
of @ purer and [triftér Life, than what they
commonly obferve among Chriftians, who £oo
much let loofe the Reins to Sin and Vanity,
and thereby render the Name of that chll;fd
- : ' e ' Co
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Religion they outwardly profefs, odisus to the
poor offended Heathens. For though they
fee the Chriftians diligently attend their reli-
gious Ordinances and Formalities, and hear
them boaft of the only true @hurch and Way
of Worfhip, reje&tidg at the fame time with
Difdain, the Religion of the Heathens ; yet
is it extremely hard, (nay, beyond all hu-
mane Skill and Endeavouts) to make them be-
lieve, the Chriftian Religion to be the fafeft, and
the only true Way to Salvation.

~ All our Demonftrations about the F.xcel-
lency and Noblenefs of the Chriftian Confti-
tution, make but a very flight Impreffion,
whilft they find the Chriftians generally fo
much debauched in their Manners, and fo
much given up to Gluttony, Drunkennefs,
Lewdnefs, Curfing, Swedring, Cheating, and
Cozening, notwithftanding all their fair and
{pecious Pretences to true Virtue and Religi-
on. But more particularly are they offended
at that haughty and Proxd Temper, {o obvious
in the Condu& of our Chriftians here. They
are too apt indeed, to value themfelves upon
their own Parts, Wit, and Abilities, and to
difdain and defpife the poor Heathens; nay,
to call ’em Dogs, and othet Names, and to
do ’em all the Spight and Malice they are able
to contrive: Yea, fome Chriftians arearrivid
to fuch an intolerable Pitch of Haughtiaefs,
as to be utterly afhamed of the Heathens, even
then when they are brought over to Chriftia-
nity it felf ; much lefs will they lge induced to
live with them as with Breshren in Chrilt 5 a
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2Jame fo much ufed and beloved among the
frft Chriftians in the primitive Days, |
"~ Many of the Heathens, it is true, are.con.
vinced of the Soundnefs of the Dodtrine we
all along have propofed to them ; but cafting
their Byes, upon the profligate Manners of
the Chriftians, they are at a ftand, not know-
ing wliat to betake themfelves to. They {uppofe,
that true Religion and a diforderly Conver[ation,
are Things utterly inconfiftent and incompa-
¢ible. And becaufe they fee the Chriftians,
purfiie their wonted Pleafure prefently after
divine Service ; fome of the Heathens have
from thence taken up a Notion, as if the
Chriftian Preachers, intheir ordinary Sermons,
did teach their People all thofe notorious
Vices and Debaucheries, and encourage ’em in
fuch a diffolute Courfe of Life. |
Now to remove, as much gs in us lies,
thefe fierce and headftrong Obftacles, we have
endeavoured to give them more Opportunity,
r0 hear the Word of God from us oftner 5 that
fo, perhaps they might be induced to take that
rather for a Standard of the Chriftian Religi-
on, than the corrupt Life, and loofe Conver-
fation of the fo-called Chriftians, which hath
Jeavened their Minds with a World of Pre-
judices againft Chriftianity it f{elf. But finding
our FJerufalem-Church of too {malla Compais,
we have Thoughts of enlarging it, as foon as
poflibly we can. '
Belides this, we are refolved, to raife ano-
ther Chur¢h in a Town not far  from hence.
This, if brought about, will enable us to {cat-
_ger the Word of the Gofpel among the Fea-
X tnens
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thens more abundantly. But for the prefent,
we are chiefly bent upon Tranflating the New-
Feftament into Malabarick s 1n hopes, that fuch
a‘Work may prove the Foundation of a plen-
tifol Blefling, if once it may happen to fee
the Light. A Malabarick and Portuguefe Print-
ing-Prefs, you know, would be highly fer-
viceable for fo ufeful a Work; the tranfcrib-
ing of Books, being attended with almoft in-
{fuperable Difficulties.

Our Charity-School is now branched out iato
Two, and the Number of Children confider-
ably increafed. And here we find, the Begin-
ning of a real Reformation muft be made 5 the old
Malabarians being for the moft Part, too fond.

of their long accuftomed idolatrous way of
W orfhip.

IV.

n Abfira of a Letter [ent to 4
Gentleman at London 5 Dated at
‘Tranquebar, O&ober 19th, 1709.

" A-S the Lord hath not left our Labour

without a Blefling hitherto on one hand,
{o on the other, the common Enemy of Souls
hath not been wanting, to fec himfelf w1t.t:_
might and main againft it, anc to deftroy, it
poflible, the Work of the Gofpel at 1ts ﬁ;[[)t
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appearing in the heathen World. Three
Days ago a Malabar-Poct was chriftned by us,
not without a great alarm of all the Heatheng
that 1nhabit thofe Parts. He has convers’d
with us thefe Three Years paft, and during that
time receiv’d many a good Convi&ion about
the Truth of our holy Religion.

He bas been particularly helpful to me both
in purchafing abundance of Aalabar- Avthors,
and 1n getting a competent Infight into the
Poetry of the Heathens here. Almoft a Quar-.
ter of a Year ago, he penn’d a Letter, and di-
rected it to all the Learned in Germany, toge-
ther with 608 Queftions, treating upon Divins-
ty and Philofopby, whercin he wanted to have
their Determination. [ have indeed tranflated
thefe Queftions, but never could be induc’d to
believe, this young Man would ever engage
in good earneft in the Chriftian Religion; he
being too much influenced by the vain Sugge-
ftions of his own corrupted Reafon, which, you
know, 1s apt to calt Mifts before Peoples Eyes,
and, when it gets the Sway, to adulterate the
Simplicity of . Chriftian Faith and Praétice:
But the Lord hath given a Check to this my
Unbelief; the young Man being now lively

~touch’d, by the Operation of God’s holy Spirit,
and refolv’d to give himfelf up to the Con-
duét of a better Mafter.

We pot him at firft to the tranfcribing of
fuch Books as we compofed in Adalabarick, for
the Benefit of the Heathens ; fuch as the Go-
fpel of St. Marthew, and a Piece containing the
Firlt Rudiments of the Chriftian Religion. By be-
g taken up with fo facred' a Work, om;

Poc
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Poet was wrought upon fo far, as made Fim
enter into more {erious Thoughts, and at laft
to give way to the divine Convictions about
the Pre-eminence of the Chriftian Religion be-
yond theirs, Hereupon we employed him daily
fome 'Hours in teaching in one of our Aalab,-
rick-Schools : And it was then, he reduc’d the
Catechifm and the Hiftory of Chrift into Afals-
barick-Verfe, which he at Night; when our
Bufinefs was over, would fing with the Child-
ren in the Balcony of our Houfe. And from
thefe and the like Tranfa&ions, wherewith he
now feem’d to be extraordinarily affedted, we
filently gather’d, there was perhaps fome good
Impreflion convey’d into his Mind, which in
time might gain more Strength, and conquer the
oppofite Sentiments of his own Reafon, where-
of he was fo tenacions. We endeavour’d hovr-
ever, to blow up, by feafonable Inftructions,
this tender Spark of Life, that began to break
forth in the midft of a Multitude of ftrong pre-
judices. _

At laft, he unboffomed freely unto us the
more interior Recefles of his Mind, which
was to this Effe&: <1 have read all along,
faid he, < the Books both of the AMala-
“ barians and Mabhometans, leaving none un-
¢ perufed that came to my Hands ; pay, I
““ have taught ’em publickly in my School,
““ though I muft now confefs at laft, [ never
“ found any folid Reft and Satisfaction - in
“them: On the contrary, I am convinced
°¢ they contain'nothing but a pack of Lies, and
“ a huddle of odd and confufed Notions.  But
¢ after I began to apply my felf to the

¢ reading

.
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¢« reading of the Chriftian Books, I met in-
¢ deed up and down with Things perple.ﬁcing,
¢« and puzling me nota little,though,as for their
¢ fyndamental Principles, I found them in the
¢« main, 1o ftrong and inforcing, that at laft I
¢« was oblig’d to yield to the Conviétions refult-
¢¢ ing from thencec, and to own this to be the
¢ only true, and faving Religion in the World.
cc T have not been eafy in the very Nights, nor
¢t would my Thoughts fuffer me to fleep qui-
¢ etly, till Things were brought to this pafs. I
¢« have for this Purpofe got by heart the Ca-
<t rechifm already, and given diligent Atten-
¢t dance when 1t was ex pounded.

Hereupon he asked our further Advice, and
we heartily rejoiced at fo noble a Conviction,
which, after having work’d a while within,
now vented it fclf by fucha free and uncom-
pelled Confeflion. = We . then unfolded unto
him the Duty of Prayer, of Repentance, of a li-
ving Faith, and of other Points more nearly
relating to his prefent Circumitances. After
this, he gave plainer Proofs every Day of a
Principle of Grace, a&ing within, and quicken-
ing him into a full Refolution atlaft. How-
ever all this was followed by a great many
Trials that foon after befel him, when the Ru-
mor of his tarning Chriftian came to be fpread
“through the whole Town, and was become the
“ common Subje& of Converfation among the
Heathens. They begua now to infult him every
where,and did their utmoft to reftrain him from
venturing too far into Chriftianity, being not
“,.little afraid, he might, by his Example, draw

many more after him. His Parents tho]?ght

| them-
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t hemfelves particularly obliged to confine
their Son to the old Way of Worfhip 3 and this
they profecuted a while with much Vigour and
Fiercenefs. They fhut him up for three
Days together, and left him without any Vi-
&uals, to terrify him from the Way he was
engaging in. After this ; his Friends and Rela-
tions rufl’d in upon him, and becaufe ’twas
then that one of their heathenifh Feftivals was
to be celebrated, they would have him to this
Pageantry ; but they could not prevail.

He being now every where expofed to the
Infults and Menaces of his enraged Country-
men, defired Leave from us, to retire to
fome Place of Privacy, in a Houfe belonging
to a certain Widow of our Congregation.
Here he would be concealed for two Days,
and meditate upon the Word of God. But
he foon was found out by his Parents, who
with great Clamour and Violence breaking in
upon him, told him plainly, they would dif-
patch him with Poyfon, if he fhould offer to
perfift obftinately in the new Religion he was
ingaged in; the Mother having a Doze of Poyfon,
ready prepared for effe@ting that black and wick-
ed Defign. Thefe Threatnings not producing
the deficed Effe®, they both Father and Mo-
ther fell down at his Feet, and with moft
endearing Words, endeavoured now to gain,
by Offers and Promifes, what could not be

~obtained by Spight and Malice. Home he
went with his Parents, whence aftera long

Difcourfe with them, he returned to us with his

‘Father, who, with many fair Words entreated
us, to difcharge bis Son from the Service of

. i o O | our
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our Houfe ; to which we replied, we wete
willing to do it, if he himfelf did require it.
The Young Man at the {ame time admonifh’d
the Father, not to fight any longer againft
God ; wherenpon the Father guitted him with
Indignation, but foon after ftirr’d Up more
than two Hundred AMalabarians,who furrounding
the young Man at a convenient Hour, dragged
him into anHoufe,and by force would make him
forfwear the Chriftian Religion. He faid : He
was willing to for[iwedr what was bad, but not whas
was good. | | |

Being once more got out of their Clutches;
he would ventutre 1o more among the Hea-
thens afterwards ; but moft earneftly defiréd
us to baptize him with all convenient Speed;
becaufe he feared the chiefeft of the Adalabi-
rians ight combide againft him, and hinder
him, if ever tlicy could, from receiving this
Benefit. When we faw his earneft Defire af-
ter this Ordinance, and confidering the Ne-
ceflity of going about it without any Delay,
we fix’d a ‘Day for this Purpofe.

But the Poer would by no means have this
Baptifinal A& performed privately: On the con-
trary, he offered to write a Letter to fome of
his Friends, and therein openly to declare,
that no irregular End, but the Convition of
the TR UT H it felf, had brought him over
to the Religion of Chrift.. No fooner did
hiis Relations receive that Letter, but away
they go to the Governour, humbly intreating
him, to interpofe his Authority, and thereby
to forbid the Reception of this young Aala-
barian into the Chriftian Communion. 5;_0011

FLCY,
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after, the whole enraged Crue writa Letter
to_the Goverrour, declaring that, in Cafe he
did not reftrain the Miflionaries from their pre-
fent Defign, they would all quit the Countrys
and have no more Dealings with the Com-
pany. | ‘
Al thefe Threatnings we ldid before the
young Man, to fee how he ftood affefted ;
but he readily anfwered : He was willing 2o [uf-
fer with us, even unto Déath, for the Truth of
the Gofpel. He did not [ee any Reafon, why we
fhould ot bear Afliction and Reproaches;  which
Chrift himfelf and the Apoftles had undergone [0
cheerfully in their Days. At which Reddinefs,
we did nota little rejoice, and after wehad
conferred. together about it, baptized him the
16th of Ottober laft. . ‘ .
 No fooner was this over, but a threatning
Letter was fent to the Governour by fome of
the young Man’s Friends living in the Cotin-
try, requiring to deliver up the Poet into
their Hands, and thereby to avoid further Mif-
chief betimes. The Poet himfelf had 4 Letter
fent him by.one of the moft ethinent Blackss
wherein they on one Hand,‘prpﬁiifed to make
“him a Governour of 2 whol¢ Country,and {wear
Obedience to him. in the Prefence of the Bra-
mane,if he would return to his former Religions
but on the other, threatned to burn him, if
he did rejec fo fplendid an Offer as this., Our
Governour foon after received 2 {econd Letter
from another, of their. leading Men, 1mport-
ing, he would fhut up all the Avenues Of the
Town, unlefs he made the Poet return be-
times fo hts Duty. However, our Governour
| D 2 pro-
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promifed us,to return a fmart Anfwer to thefe
threatning Heathens, in order to allay, if pof-
fible, the furicns Commotion that put ‘em up.
on fuch- bufie Contrivances. i

The. Poct, under thefe Difficulties, addrefled
himfelf to the Governour, and implored the
Proteéion of the Chriftians, againft, the At-
tempts of his enraged Friends and Relations.
‘He told him, that he was not the fitft of the
Mulabarians that embraced the Chriftian Re-
ligion, but that many before him, and even
fome of the firft Rank, were gone over to the
Catholicks, and yet never fuffer’d fuch cruel
Mockings and Infults ‘he-on all Sides was now
exposd to. o . ‘

“Upon the whole,you fee, Sir, that little Good
will be done among the Heathens, exceptone be
armed with an unfhaken Firmnefs of Mind, in
order .to bear the AffliGion which generally
hasattended the Work of Reformation in all
-Ages. . “Tis true, much more might be effected,
if Chriftians, and particularly thofe that 'fit
at the Helm, were infpired with a greater
Zeal for the Glory of God, and the Good of
Souls,;than what is commonly obferved among
1 was notalittle affected when I read, that
fome of the Englifh Nation were earneftly
difpofed towards promoting the Caufc of
Chrift :among_ the Heathens in the W, eft-Indicse
Twifh they wounld fhew the fame Kindnefs to
the ‘poor benighted Nations. in the Eaff, and
by fendiog over fome: able Men, attempt the
Work of Reformation .in theie  Parts alfo.

i
—_— .

-
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Greatis the Harveft here,” but few Labourers.
Ihope, the Lord will, in his time, bring Multi-
tudes from among the Heathiens to his Church,
and polifh ’em like fo manyStones,for the {piritu-
al Strutureof his moft holy and living Temple-

-~
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An Abfbrat of a Letter it to a ' Pro-

feffor of Divinity, at the Univerfity of
Hall ; “dated at Madras in the Ealt-
In_dies, Fannary the 16th, 1710.

T E have told you formerly inone of: our
'Y Letters, that we were:about addrefling
our felves by Letters to: King Tarjoury in or-
der to obtain Liberty, for travelling freely in
his Dominions, .and preaching the Gofpel to
fich of the. Heathens, as were willing to’re-
ceive it. But this Defign hath been dincelaid
afide,  we_ being informed, that no fuch Ace
drefs will be receiv’d by that King, except it
be accompanied with, great Gifts and ‘Pre-. -
fents, which we are a0t able to offer him
at prefent. . After this Difappointment here,
‘¢ was refolved in oneof our Conferencesy that
I thould take a Jourmey. to. this Place, call’d
Madras; to fee, whether by the Way, and
in this Town, any Accefs might be gained to
D3 = ohathe
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the Heathens, in order to give ’em’a Taft of the
Principles of Chriftianity. . :
We enter’d accordingly uponi our Journey,
Fan. Jthy 1710, {ome going on Horfeback, and
fome in a Palanquin. . Qur Congregation. being
afraid of my leaving them entirely, entreat-
ed me with Tears in their Byes, not to quit
them, but to return as foon as poflibly T
could 5 which I promifed to do, having before,
publickly declared in 2 Sermon, the Reafon
that induced me to fucha Journey.
 Laft New-years-day, 1 writ a pretty longLetter
to the Heathens in Azlabar, laying down therein
the moft proper A7 E 4 v S, for their real
Converfion to God,and inviting them,to ef poufe
the Intereft of their own Souls, fince it was
brought them fo near Home. . Of this Letter,
I gotabundance of Copies tranfcribed with all
convenient {peed, and difperfed ’em among
the Heathens in my Way  hither. The fame
I did with the Golpel of &t Matthew, . and
another {mall Treatife, containing the FEirf?
Principles of Chriftianiry, prefenting it to fuch
of their Bramanes, as accidentally came in my
Way. I hardly pafled an Hour; without talk-
ing to the Heathens,  there being an Oppor-
tunity: preferited me, ~almoft in every Place 1
touched at. We haye paft feveral large and
Populous Towns, 'and now and then, taken
up our Lodging with ‘the Bramanes themfelves,
wholentertained us kindly, and ' with great At-
tention: hearkened to fuch Things, as we of-
fey’d to their Confideration. 1 have ‘taken
L T e o oW,
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down all their Names, and think to fettle 2
Correfpondence with them. wegy Ay ithy
In King Tanjour’s Dominions, we have been
often detained ; the bare Cuftom or Toll they
made us pay, amounting to almoft Thirty Rix-
dollars : But all thefe Charges fell off; as {oon as
we enter’d the Territories of the great Aogd,
‘being every where let freely pafs, without any
Charge or Cuftom atall. = T

Trangucbar is diftant from Afadras, about
Thirty fix German Miles, which we have finifhed
‘in Ten Days. We have been in many Dangers,
but are at laft, under the Proteétion of God,
arrived fafely-in thefe Parts. —

‘ In one of my next Letters, I’ll give you a
more perfe&t and punéual Account of fuch
Things as happen’d to me, during my journcy
among the Heathens. I had for this Purpofe
taken with me a Aalabarick Amanuenfis, ¥hq
writes downin a Journal, all fuch Paffages as
are thought worthy to be taken Notice of.
This Day at Twelve a Clock, we came to this
Town, and were hardly enter’d the Gate, w hen
the Governonr fending for us, entertained us
ot Binner.  riue’T ' e HTRTES

- This Place, 1 think, is after Batauiq, 0ne of
the largeft Towns'in the Eaff-Indies s and, 1
hope, will afford me an Opportunity for fcat-
tering the Seed of the Word among the} Hea-
thens. Here. I defign to make a Month’s-ftdy
‘here for this ‘Purpofe. 1 touch’d to Day at
St. Thomas’s by the Way, but being in haite,
I conld mnot take any exa& View of that Place.
Aftera Dayor two, ‘[ defignto returi thither,
ik order to-fe¢ the famous Mountain of St.7x0-
L e e SR o
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mas, but chiefly to confer with the fo called
Thomas-Chriftians, and to make an Enquiry into
the Truth of the Stories, that go about concery.
‘ing them, At Badutfcheri | have got fome Ip.
telligence about the State of Religion there,
it being the chief Seat of the French Mifliona.
ries in thefe Parts. But the Englifh Fleet ly-
ing ready to fail, Ihaften toa Conclufion, re-
maining, ¢¢. Sl (%

B. Z.

VL

An. Abfirat of anotber Letter, [ent from
- Madras to a Minifter at Berlin's and
L datel Jan st S 170 e

HE 7:h Day of Fanuary, 1. begun my

_ . Journey from Tranquebar to Aadyas, which
Places are Thirty fix German Miles diftant
one from the other. 1 had in 'my Company
one Merchant, Four and Twenty Malsbarians,

.Six Soldiers, Ten Palanquin-Carriers, Five other
Men that carried our Victuals, one Malabarick
Amantenfis, < and one Servant to brew our
- Drink, andtodrefs our Viéuals at Night, and
~one Oftler. - One while I was on Hor{eback,
~and ‘another while I was carried in a Palanquin.
: ~ The
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The Firft Day we marched Forr Miles,
through feveral Towns and Villages. The
moft Part of the Heathens knowing me there-
abouts, came together to hear'd Word of Ex-

‘hortation from me. The next Night we lodg-

ed in a large Town call’d, T/chigari, contain-

ing-about Sixty' Pagods. Here [ left one of'the

Letrters, which I had lately compofed, to en-
courage the Heathens-to embrace the Chriftian
Religion, being dive&ed to all the Malabarian
Pagans for that Purpofe. =« - 3

The next Day we travelled again = Four
Miles, and  then took our Leave of King Tan-

jour’s Country, which had coft us:very dear,

and enter’d the Dominions of the great Mogol,
which we were fuffered to pafs, without pay-
ing any Toll or Cuftom at all. We came
then to a {pacious Town, named, T/chilanba-
ram, where I left another Copy of the above-
faid Letter, it being contrived, by way of a

{mall Treatife or Pocket-Book. ' At Night, we

‘came to a' Town called, Porta Nova, and In

Malabarick, Pirenks Potei. Here I had feveral

'good Opportunities offered me, to declare the

Gofpel of Chrilt to the Heathens and Moors.
The Third Day, we came inour Way toan

Englifh Town, whofe Name Is Kudelur, and
“from thence to’ Fort St. David’s, where we

lodged, being received with a great deal of
Kindnefs, by all the Eaglifh that are fettled
there. We ftayed there the Fourth Day, wben
the Governour fent for us up to the Caitle,
and entertained us at Dinner. I fpent almoft

‘the whole Day in difcourfing the Malabarians

and ‘as Night going to one of their Pagods; 1
$i was
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was quickly cronded by Hundreds of AZzlab,:
~ians, and  at laft, invited to one of thejr
Houfes, where there was a graye Aflembly of
Bramarnes, being Men of Note and Reputation
among ’em, and with them I argued abopt
Points of Divinity, till it was very late at
Night. At their Defire, I gave them one of
the faid Zetters, and the Principles of Chriftianity,

and having regiftred their Names, promifed to

fix a Correfpondence with them. -
~ The Fifth Day, we touch’d  Budutfcheri, a
French Towny and the chief Seat of: their A4iff:-
onaries here in the Eaft-Indies. Thelr Malaba-
vick-Church, is a little bigger than our Feru/s-
lem at Tranquebar 5 but our Aalabarick Chari-
ty-School 15 now far more numerous than theirs.
" The Sixth Day, we pafled through large
Forefts and Wildernefles,. where 1 preached
the Gofpel of Chrift to the Inhabitants of the
Woods and Forefts. At Night, we took up
our Lodging' in the open Fields, in a refting
Houfe. After Supper, a Serpent made up to
our Qnarters, but being betimes  difcovered
by our Guard, was killed immediately. In 4
Town lying near this Place, the Name whereot
is Konfchumeri, I left another: of the aforefaid
Malabarick Letters. This Day we put in again
at a {mall refting Houfe in the Ficlds, where
1 met Two Pantares, and difcourfed them a-
bout the way to Happinefs, as I did all thofe,
whom I met with accidentally upon the Road:
.. The Eighth Day, we marched through a-
bundance of Villages, and reached Sadras Pat-
znaz, a fine populons Town, where the Dutch
have a Fadory., After I had takena \/.-i""""lg‘f
' ; : ' £iae
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the Towr, a great many both Heathens and
Roman-Catholick Chriftians, came to hear what
I had to deliver unto them. With thefe ¥
ftayed Three Hours, declaring unto them the
Word of the Gofpel, and leaving one of the:
Malabarick Letters in their Hands. About
Night we entered a Defert again, and were
kindly entertained by fome Bramanes, whom
we happily' met with there. T ask’d them ma-
ny Queftions, about the State of their Religi-
on '’y who having given me a good Infight into
the Grounds thereof, propofed again fome
Queftions to me about the Natyre of the Chri-
ftian Religion 5" which I anfwered. And then
putting one of the Treatifes, containing the
Firft Principles of Chriftianity, into theiv Hands,
1 offered to'correfpond with them for the future,

The Ninth Day, we pafled ‘again through
fome Towns and Villages, and lodged at Night,
in a retired Place among the Bramanes, Who
feemed to be affeted with what I told ’em of
a Saviour cf the World.

The Tenth Day, we touch’d at St. Thomas, 3
noble fpacious Town, and arrived at laft at
Madras, after Twelve a Clock, where we were
received very kindly, and call’d to the Gover-
nour’s Houfe to dine there. |
. Madras is a large and popplous Town, and
befides, advantageoufly fcituate for fpreading
Chriftianity amgng the Heathens in thofe
Parts, if the Englifh, who command here, would
but fecond our Endgavours, or join with us in
Propagating the Gofpel in the Balt. I found here
a Letter, writ by Mr. Boehm at Londen, Where-
in he gives us fome Hopes; that perhaps the
r ol 4! | ' - ; ' -E?f‘gﬁfb
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Englifs might in Time be prevailed upon, ‘to

cm_,figc with us in fo promifing and worthy a
Defign ; and for this Reafon, I have alfo con-
trafted an Acqualntance with fome of that Na-
tion refiding here. I have waited on one of
their Miniftersy who was: glad of my Arrival,
and offered me a Lodging: in° his own Houfe,
during my Stay. in this Town.: i

The Malabarick Tranflation’ of ‘the Nem-Te-
frament, whichohitherto ‘has  been ‘one -of ‘my
Labours, is now.a little interrupted by’ this
Journey. L wifh my Friends! in: Germany,
would fettle a Correfpondence by the way 'of
England, as wellas Denmark. "W e have bought
a Garden, near a very popalous Place, defign-
ed. for a Charity-School, and a Building was be-
§un to be 1alfed, juft before my Departure

om Tranguebar. : . ,

- Vi i

Az A’bﬂm{i of a Letter; fmt to a Friend
av London dated Madras,]an. 17th
§a Vop e

N the Month of. thaber Iaft 1 receiv d a
Letter from Mr. Ludolph, importing, thata
Box with Books, was fent-by. you from Londos
for our Ulfe ; a.nd befides;-that aSum. of Twenty
Pounds were. to be paid us_here, for promoting
the Work of Praptwatmg the Gofpel among the
Heathens in Malabar. - We fentitwo Meflén
gers from Tranqueb@r for thofe things s but it
being
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being not thought convenient, to convey them
to us after that manner, they have been {afely
kept till now. The Box hath been deliverzd to
me, immediately after my Arrival, wherein I
found ‘your Letter, and two Broad Pieces, fent
for encouraging the Defign we are engaged in.

The Lord be praifed, for this unexpeéted
Support come from Ewugland, and for that he
hath ftirred up here and there, fome publick-
{pirited Souls, to favour the Work, in {pight
of all' the Oppofition we have all along met
with. This makes me hope, that the Lord, in
his ‘Time, by thefe joint Endeavours, will re-
move fuch Obftacles as {till lic in our Way,
and feem to ftifle the Progrefs of the Gofpel
in thefe Parts.,

Your Letter hath given me no fmall Encou-
ragement, and I am fending it now to my
‘Fellow-labourers for their mutual Satisfaction.
I am about receiving the aforefaid Twenty
Pounds, which I have defigned, as a feafonable
Supply for raifing another Charity-School, to be
made up of Malabar-Children. The Founda-
tion ‘to this Building was laid, juft before I
fet out from Tranquebar. __ -

Our new-planteg C.ongregation at Tmnquebm'{
is increafing, under the gracious Influence of
God, though in its very Infancy ﬁm-'oundé,d
‘with various Oppofitions and Perfecutions, as
the common Attendants of the Gofpel of Chrilt.
Our whole Congregation, both of thofe that
are alually baprized, and of the Catechumens,

‘or thofe that are as yet inftru&ed in the Prin-
ciples of . Chriftianity, is encreafed to about
‘one Hundred and Sixty Perfons. Qur M.r.-l;z{mi
' R ric
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~ick School is in 4 very good Fotwardnefs
and provided with an able Mafter, who, be-
fore his Converfion to Chriftianity, was one
of the moft famous Poets and School-Mafters
among the  AMalabarians dt Tranguebar. His
Convetfion to Chriftianity, caufed a great a-
{atm among the Heathens, who never expe.
&ed any fuch thing 5 but now all is quiet again,

We have begun to {et up fome Manufaétures,
which we hope, may prove in time beneficidl
to the Muin Work we dre carrying on. If we
were more powerfully {fupported by our Supe-
riors, 1 don’t queftion, but Hundreds of Hea-
thens would have been initiated into Chriftias
nity by this Time.But fuch Supports being want-
ing, we endeavour the more, to bring thofe few
that are entred the Lifts of Chriftianity, to a
more {olid - and expetimental Tafte of our
moft holy Religion. : e

But above all things, 1 muft tell you, that
what taketh me moft, is the Edication of
the Malabar-Children here : They are of a good
and promifing Temper, dnd being not yet pre-
pollefled with‘fo many headftrong Prejudices
again{t Chriftianity,  they ate the fooner
wrought upon and mollified into a Senfe of the
Fear of God. Certainly we ook upon our
Vouth as a Stock or Nurfery, from wlience i
time plentiful Supplies may be drawn for ens
riching ‘our Malsbarick Church with fuch Mem-
bers,.as may prove a Glory and Ornament (o
the Chriftian Religion. ’Tis true, there arc
but a few of the grown Heathens that are
willing to be baptized in the Name of Chrift,
and yet there is alwaysa Concourfe and Con-

flugnce
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flience of People attending our Sermons, and
other Parts of divine Service: and many un-
doubtedly return with ftrong Convictions left
upon their Minds, All this gives me a fair
Profpect of getting alarger Door fet open to
the Word in time,

I have been all along taken up with Tranflas-
ing  the New-Teffamint into Malabarick, the
¥our Gofpels being almoft finifh’d by this Time.
Befides this, I have compofed fome other Pieces
of Divinity, to be difpers’d among thé Hea-
thens. At the Entrance of this Year, I
writ by wdy of Letter, a fort of 2 Gene-
ral  Inpvitation to all the AMalabar-Hea-
thens, and laid down therein the moft fub-

antial Points of the Chriftian Religion. Ma-
ny Copies both of this Letter, dnd of fome of
the Gofpels ldtely tranflated; have been given
away to the Heathens. 1 have pafled through
abundance of populous Towns and Villages in
my way hither, and every where declared the
Gofpel of Chrift to the Heathens I met with.
I have been at Fort St. David, where 1 had the
Honour to acquaint the Governour, and the
whole Exglifh Couneil, with the Defign we were
engag’d in, I muft needs tell you, that the En=
glifi Nation herc hath fhew’d me a great deal
of Love and Civility, and expre{s’d at the
fame timie no fmall Satisfa&ion, that fome were
fent at laft on fo Chriftian an Errand as this
is. ‘And who would fo far put off all Bowels, as
not to be lively affecred with the Approach of
the Light of the Gofpel to fuch dark Corners
as thefe are : and not to bid a kind Welcome
to the firft Dawnings of the glorious Day ogii‘;
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holy Gofpel fhining forth on thefe poor be-

nichted Infidels ¢ | |
fn our way hither, we lodg'd feveral times

with Bamazes, wWho entertained us Kindly,
and  with great Application hearken’d  to
what we delivered to them about the Adeans
of Salvation. Velterday I arrived here at laft,
and was received with many Exprefiions of
Kindnefs, both by the Governour and other
Gentlemen fettled here = and I defign now to
ftay a Month here, In order to preach the
Gofpel of Chrift to fuch Heathens as are
{cattered hereabouts.  Certainly, this is a
Town which might prove exceeding helpful
rowards eftablifhing the Chriftian Religion a-
mong the Heathens in thefe Trafs; if the
Englifh, who command here, would join with
us in the fame Defign, intended for the com-
mon Good, and Welfare of .the Pagan World.
At this rate we fhould be enabled to credt a
Aalabarick Church here, and form other proper
Methods for Propagating the G ofpel among Infidels.
What a fignal Blefling would this prove to the
whole Eaf-India COMPANT, if they might
be induced to concern themfclves about the
Spiritual Good of the Heathens, whillt they
reap part_of the Temporal Riches of thefe Na-
tions. 1f they fhould be unwilling to entruft
us with the Management of fonoble a Charl-
ty, we fhould likeitas well, if they would be
pleas’d to fend fome of their own Country
on fo worthy and promifing an Errand. We
(hall bz ready at any time, to put ‘em in the
way of learning the lLanguage with all conve-
nient Speed 5 - likewife to fixa regular Corre-

' {pondence
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¢pondence with them, and by mutual Aflittance,
and combined Endeavours, go o with them
in the Work of Reformation among the Hea
thens. |

But then fuch Perfons muft be pitch’d upon
as with a generous Refignation, are ready to
confecrate themfelves entirely to the Service
of thefe poor deluded Pagans. For thofe that
in the Miniftration of fpiritual thingsare hur-
ried on by fome bafe and finifter By-ends, com-
ing over only, to gather up fome fine Rarities
of the Heathen World, or to purchafe a few
nncertain Riches, and fo to turn half Merchants
at laft 5 thefe, 1 fay, will do no great Feats a-
mong the Eaffern Nations, who commonly
cltimate the Chriftian Religion by the Life and
Condué fhining in its Profeflors.

Certainly, if Chriftian Princes and States
would but 1ay to Heart the prefent State of the
Heathens in thefe Parts, great things might be
both attempred, and, under the gracious [nflu-
ence of the Lord, happily brought about in this
Junéture of Time. There is Store of Promifes
'n divine Writ, tending to a more univerfal
Difplay of the Gofpel of Chrift ; and thefe muft
be laid hold on as the truc Bafis and Ground-
work of all our Endeavours in this Caufe. The
Roman-Catholict Miﬂionﬂries have made a won-
derful Progrefs, and continue to over-rul the
Country. But fince their chief Defign 18, tO
make Profelytes to a Party only, fuch Souls
as fall under their Management, arc _19& in the
utmoft Darknefs and lgnorance, without re€-

ceiving the lealt Tindure of real inward Picty
| At this rate, they g9
E aftray

and true Converfion.
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aftray like loft Sheep, and remain altogethep
Strangers to the grand Myiteries of Salvatiop,
Nor do their Priefts take the leaft Pains to traiy
them up to a competent Knowledge of divipe
things ; but fuppofe, they have.{ufficiently an-
fwered the Charader of a Miffionary, whenever
the poor Heathens have learnt to perform {fome
external and cuftomary Formalities of the
Church of Rome. And after this Manner they
convert Numbers of Pggans in a little Time,
and with leis Pains and Labour. |
The Lord, I hope, will keep us free from all
fuch bafe and mercenary Ends, (as are apt to
intrude upen the beft contrived Projeds) and
entircly fix our Eye on the M AIN SCOPE,
Viz. The Converfion of Souls from Darknefs to
Laght, as the Word of God requires. Your
Bndeavours to promote fo landable a Defign
in the Englifh Nation, and recommend it to
the Well-withers of the Cavfe of Chrift, will
prove a Blefling to you in the Day of Retribu-
tion. We hope that not only Eneland, but Hol-
land al{o, Germany, Denmark,Sweedland, and other
Nations, will come in at laft, and join their En-
deavours in fo good and glorious a Work ; and
we fhall be willing to fettle a Correfpondence
for that Pnrpofe with the more publick-{pirited
Perfons of thefe Nations. Be pleafed to remem-
ber us and our Conceras in your Prayers. Your
Letters may, at the Return of the Englifh Fleet,
be left with the Englifh Minifters here, or fome
other Perfons whom Mr. A. will be ready to re-
commend for that Purpofe. 'We fhall then have
any thing fafely conveyed to us to Tranguebar.

fore St David is Twelve German Miles oft from

Tran-
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Tranquebar, and Fort St. George, or Madras,
where I write this Letter, is Thirty Six Miles 3

from whence wecan have things tran{mitted to
us almoft every Week. Iremain, ¢,

£ 3 g e

VIIL |
An: Abftraét of a Letter, fent to a P rofef-

Jfor at the Univer /ity of Hall y dated at
Tranquebar, Jan. 6th, 1710,

N the Year 1709, and particularly towards

_ the latter End thereof, every thing was ve-
ry dear 1n thisCountry; and the Scarcity being fo
great, abundance of Aalabarians died for want of
Neceflaries, and others were forced to {ell them-
{elves for Slaves in that Extremity. The Porta-
grefeChurchhere,being very large and populous,
took hold of this Opportunity, and bought a
great many of thefe poor Pcople for Slaves, one
being fold from Twenty to Forty Fuzo, or from
Eight to Sixteen Shillings Englifh. When they
had bought up the Number of Fourfcore Heads,
the Pater Vicariusappointed a folemn Day, for
adminiftring the Baptifmal At to all thefe Souls
at once. At the fet Day,they went altogether in
one Body or Proceflion, being accompanied by
fome who beat the Malsbar-Drums, and others
who play’d on the Flute 3 thefe being the ufual
Inftruments the Heathens make ufe of both at

E 2 thelr

RANDKESARE
..........



52 Of the Method of the Papifts

t heir idolatrous Worfhip in the common Pagods;
and in their publick proceflions, when they carry
+heirldolsabout,as they ufe to do upon fomeDays
fer apart for that Purpofe. There were likewife
fome Standards attending the Proceflion, to give
the greater Luftre t0 {o folemn an A& and

Formality.

The whole Pageantry being thus muftered up,
the Sacrament Of Baptifm Was miniftred to thefe

jgnorant Wretches, without fo much as- asking
them one Queftion about the Subftance of thefe
Tranfaétions: and being thus fprinkled one after
another, they were led back in the fame pompous
Manner ; the aforefaid reverend Father,ordering
sbundance of Cafs, (a very {mall Coin, Eighty
whereof make one Fano) to be thrown among, the
People as they went home. And thefe forry
Performances, whereby they make daily Additi-
ons to the Church of Rome, are extolled by them,
as extraordinary Ads of Devotion, and their
Church fet out, as the moft flourifhing of all others.
‘How their Afiffionaries carry oa this Work in
other Parts of the Eaff, I cannot tell yet; but if
they don’t manage It with greater Wifdom a d
Application, than what we {ee here ;all the Ac-
ceflions they gain to fupport their Party, will
-ove at laft but forry Ornaments to a Church,
that pretends to {o many Prerogatives above 0
thers. At leaft we may learn by this Inftance,
~what to think of the high Boalts, wlierewith
fome Popifh Miflionaries have ftuffed their Books,
telling us, that they have converted Thonfands
within the Compafs of one Year 5 which fort o

Converfion, is undoubtedly much of the fame
| Stamps
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stimp, as that which we have feen performed
here.

- Some of thefe Roman-Catholick Converts have
been with us. After fome Difcourfe with them,
we found they did not know fo muchasone
Word of the Lord’s-Prayer. Some Weeks agoa
Braman defired, that he might lodge with us
for fome time: We did not know,whether he was
{incerely difpofed to be inftruéted in the Princi-
ples of Chriftianity; or whether perhaps he
might be an Emiflary, fent to get Intelligence
about our Life and Condué&. But after having
difcourfed him a while, he confeffed at laft, bre
had been baptized Five Years ago by th¢ Roman-
Catholicks, and fo fuppofed, he was now become
a Member of the true Church already, though
at the fame time, all that he knew of the Chri-
ftian Religion was, that one Time he was [priz-
Kled with Water, and thereby made a Chriftian,
He carried ftill about him the ufuval Badge,
v:hereby thefe ignorant Priefts ufe to diftinguifh
themfelves from the common People, which is
a little heathenifh Idolez faftened before their
Breaft. He alfo {till anointed, after the Way
of the heathenifh Priefts, his Breaft and Fore-
head, with an Ointment, made of Afhes and
Cow-dung, and other filthy Ingredients. This
is the Effect, the Method of converting Hea-
thens, obferved by the Popifh Miflionaries, pro-
duceth in thefe Countries.

A Scheme
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A Scheme containing the whole Manage-
ment of the -Malabar-Children a4t
Tranquebar s fent over with the laf}
Englifh Fleet, and dated October the

19th, 1709.

Fu the Forenoon, from Six to Sevén,
N E of the Miflionaries fays Prayers with
the Children and the Catechumens in Az~

labayick, and then expounds to them a Part: of
ghe Catechifin. |

The fame is pra&ifed in the Portuguefe School,
the Ufbers that aflift in this School being pre-
fent at the fame Trime.

From Sewen to Nine

Are the ordinary School-Hours, - One'of the
Malabarick-Mafters reads to them a Chapter out
of the Mualabarick New-T eftament. After this,
the Children are taught the Furndamental Prine
ciples of the Chriftian Religion done into Malaba-
vick for their Ule. It touches all the Articles
of the Chriftian Religion. The Children learn
the Places of Scripture by Heart, each of ’eny
having a Book of their own ready at Hand for
this Purpofe,

The fame Method is obferved in the Ports-

guefe School, withy this Addition only, that
fome



Of the Management of their Schols. 5§

fome Danifh Children, reforting to this School,
are taught their Catechifm in Daxnifh.

Part of thistime is alfo employed with fuch
Women as are to be prepared for receiving the
Sacrament of Baptifm.

Likewife fome Boys. are put to Knitting 3
which is done in Corton.

(After Eight a Clock, all fuch as belong to
our Houfe, have a little Panjsr given ’em for
Breakfaft. We have lately bought a fpacious
Houfe both for our School and Dwelling-place.
‘The Number of thofe that are freely main-
tained and lodged therein, are encreafed to
Fifty fonr. Inthe AMalabarick School are taught
Twenty Five Children, having Three Malabay-
Mafters {et over them, that have embraced be-
fore the Chriftian Religion. The Portuguefe
School is made up of Sixteez Children, and
has ‘Two Mafters to manage it. Befides this,
we maintain Seven Kanakappel, or Malabarick
Wiriters, to tranfcribe fuch Books as are re-
quired for carrying on the whole Defign both in
our Church and Schools. )

From Nine to Eleven,

The Afalabar-Children continue their School-
Hours, ’Tisconcluded with the Repetition of
a Part of the Catechifm. :

In the Portaguefe School, {ome Children are
taught to fpefl, to read, &c. Some learn by
heart fome Scripture-places out of the New-
Teftament. . _ |

Some Catechumens, being Boys or Men, are
inftru@ted in the Knowledge of Chriftian Faith

-~ and Pratice. ¥

||||||||||
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" The Women and Girls are employed about
Rnitting.
From Eleven to Twelve,

All the Children in both Schools go to Din-
ner, together with fuch Catechumens as are poor
and indigent, or otherwife unable to main-
+4in themfelves. Thofe that are in the way to
come over to Chriftianity, and are for this
Reafon, by their cruel Friends and Relations,
deprived of all Neceflaries, receive 1§ Cafs a
Picce. The fame isallowed ’em alfo for Supper: .

From Twelve to Oney

Our Children have a refting Hour. From
One to Two, they learn to write in the Sand, ac=
cording to the Cuftom of this Country. But
fuch of the Children as are better Proficients
in writing, are ufed to handle the Iron Tool,
:n order to fit their Hand for printingon acer-
tain fort of Leaves, fuch Copies as are laid be-
fore them. ‘

In this Hour, the DPortuguefe Children are
taken up with Knitting; and fome of the Cate-
chumens are employed about domeftick Bufinefs.

From Two to Three,

The Malabar-Children are applied to read
and to write Letters.

The Portuguefe Children fay their Catechilm,
and the fmaller ones learn to fpell, read, &c.

Some time is {pent with inftru&ing the Slaves
i Chriftian Knowledge. They are taught di
ftincly by themfelves. | 5

~ Some of the Catechumens being Men or Boys,
are put to the knitting Bufinefs. When thefe
have done, the Women and Girls come in about

three a Clock.
; From
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From Three to Five.

In the firlt of thefe Hours, the Malabar-Chil-
dren are applied to Arithmetick. In theother
Hour, thty read, write, and learn to underftand
Poetry : But then fuch Poems are chofen for this
Purpofe, as contain the Hiffory of the Bible, or
treat on fome other religious Subject.

In the Portuguefe School, the bigger Boys caft
Accompts, and the fmaller ones read, [pell, &c.

Some time isallowed again to the Inftrution
of the Slaves.

From Five to Six, |

The Malabarick Miflionary, hath aN the 27al2-
barick Youth, together with all the Catechumens,
before him, and goes over with them a practical
Part of the Chriftian Religion s and thus con-
cludes the ordinary Leffons of the Day.

The fame is done by the Portuguefe Miflionary,
in the Portuguefe School, where now are prefent
Catechumens, Children, and Slaves.

From Six to Seven,

The Malabarick Mafter, for his own and the
Childrens Recreation, retires with thefe to the
1.eads of the Houfe-top. Here he entertains ’emn
with fome agreeable, and at the fame time ufe-
ful Hiftories, about things natural, ¢e. Or he
gives ’em an Account of the Heavens, and of
the celeftial Bodies, @c. INOW and then he {ings
with them fome Hymas in their own language,
and at other times he makes the Children re-
hear{e what they have learnt that Day, &¢.

The Portuguefe Mafters do the fame with the
Company of Children com mitted to their Truft.

Befides this, there is Four T1mesa Week an

: ' t by the Four Miflionaries
Exercife of Picty kept DY g



8 Of the Management of their Schools,
in this Hour. ’Tis done in the German Lap-
oudge, 4 Chapter being read and pratically ap-
plied, and every thing concluded with a hearty
Prayer, wherein the whole concetn, relating to
the Converfionof the Heathens,is moft earneft.
ly. committed to divine Providence, and thg
Lord implored to blefs his Majefty the King
of Denmark, under whofe aufpicious Prote&ion;
the prefent Attempt made towards the Con-
verfion of the Heathens; hath  not been left
without all Succefs. We commend alfo to thé
Lord, in this folemn Exerc¢ife of Piety, all thofe
that have been; andare fill any ways helpful
towards eftablifhing this Work ona firm and
folid Foundation. . | |
We have al{o two Conferences aWeek,wherein
we meeton purpofe to confer about things re-
lating to the better Management of our Miffion
hither. ’Tis from Six to Sever, on thofe two
Days we are notengaged in the aforefaid Ex:
ercife of Picty:
Fromt Seven to Eighty
Both Catechumens, and Children eat their Sups
per, one or more Malters, being préfent; who;
during that Time, read to thema Chapter ont
of the New-Teftament. After Supper, they {ay
their Prayers, and about Nine, they lay themsz
felves down on their Mats. 992
Befides thefe Circumftances telating to every
Day’s Work in particular, I would have you
obferve: |
‘1. That there 1s every Monday, a General
Bxamioation in the Afalzbarick Tongue. ’Tis
from Five to Six in the Afternoon. Here are
prefeat, (1) Thofe that belong to our gwn
- on-

..........
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Congregation 5 (2) Such of the Malabarians as
are converted by Roman-Catholicks, and there-
by reduced to Straights and Poverty. Thefe
begging their Bread up aud down, give us ma-
ny importunate Vifits for getting fome Relief,
Now to manage Things to the Gond of Peoples
Souls as much as poflibly we can, and thereby to
anfwer the Mzin Szope of our Miffion, we have
order’d the Roman-Catholick-Converts to be pre-
fent at this Hour 3 that fo at leaft they may
hear fome good Inftru&ions tending to the
Edification of their -Souls. After this, the
poor of  our own Congregation receive a Sup-
Ply ;5 fome one, fome two, fome more Fano a
Week, according to their Neceflity, and the
Bignefs of their Families. The Roman.Catho-
licks have likewife fome Cafs given ’em, accord-
ing as our Circumftances will allow.

L. The Members of our Congregation are
prefent every Day at the ufual Hours of Pray-
sng and Catechizing ; which is from Six to
Sever in the Morning, and from Five to Six in
the Evening. _

I1I. Both the Malabarick and Portuguefe Mif-
fionaries vifit the Schools every Day, teacha-
ing themfelves one or more Hours, as their
other Bufinefs will permit ’em. The Aalzba-
rick Mafter muft in the mecan while not ab-
fent himfelf, but by giving dillgent_ f\tteqd-
ance, to the Method ufed by the Miflionaries
in their Applications to the Children, inure
himfelf to a plain aud eafy way of Teach-
ing.

%V. Every S-{?‘tilrdty, the whole Company of
our Boys is permitted to repair a little ‘”;13{:

..........
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out of the Towm, where they wafh them-
lves in a Pond all over their Bodies. This
is the Cuftom of the Country. After this Jome

g0 and vifit their Parents.
v. We endeavour to {fpend the whole

Iord’s-Day, as nigh as poflibly we can, in De-
votion, and Exercifes of Piety. After the
¢two Sermons are over, on¢ or other Article of
Divinity is repeated with the Children: Or
¢he Children themfelves are made to call over
the Hiftorics of the Old Teftament, and to
fing fpiritual. Hymans, &e.

VI. During the Time of Knitting, fome ufe-
ful Book is read to thofe that are employed
about this Work.

VIL. Once in Si% Wecks, we repair to a
certain Garden joining to a Village near
this Town. This is done on Purpofe, to af-
ford the Children fome profitable Refrefhment
by walking. All the Miflionaries and Mafters
attend them on this Occafion, and difcourfe
them about the Works of Creation difplay’d
jn Nature. A pretty many Malabarians gather
about us all this while, exprefling a wonderful
Satisfaction at the pertinent Anfwers our Black
Lambs (being but lately reclaimed from Hea-
thenifh Vices and Superftitions,) can returi
to the Queftions relating to God and Relie
giol.

- John XV. 16.
I have chofen you, and ordained you, T HA T

you fhould go and bring forth Fruit, and
that your Fruit ﬁauld remain.

FINIS
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