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16 Some Malabar-Books.

very good Circumftances. He had read here
the Narrative of the Hofpital at Hall, and the
wondetful Footfteps of Providence attending it ,
and being particularly affe¢ted with the Ac-
count given in the latter Part, of the Contri-
butions gathered in Germany, for the Support
of the newly-converted Heathens in Malabar,
he offer’d me the aforefaid Sum to the fame
Purpefe: The Governour here hath entertain-
ed me twice at Dinner, and is a Gentleman of
an eafie and obliging Converfation. Every
thing 1s very dear here, and one can hardly
live for lefs than a Specie-Dollar a Day.

I
Letters from Copenhague, dated June
2 4th, give an Account, that a Danifh

Eaft-India Ship was arrived at laft in
Worway after a very long and tedions

Voyage.

¥ Etters that came by this Ship, bring an
. Account, that the Miflionaries gain Ground

more and more among the Heathens in AMa-

labar, and that God had open’d ’em a Door
to {peak the Myfteries of Chrift. They meet

-with a deal of Oppofition, whereby the com-

mon Enemy of Souls endeavours to obftrtlllé’t
- Lk, ' ~ the
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the Work of Reformation in thofe Parts.
However, their Congregation is increafed at
prefent to above one Hundred Souls, and they
have fome Hopes, there would be a confidera-
ble Additionin a fhort Time.,  They tell us,
that the Malabarians did not only refort from
very diftant Places, to hear the Word preach’d
in their own Language, but had alfo many pri-
vate Conferences with the Chriftian Miffiona-
ries, upon the Subje&t of the Salvation of Souls.

Mr.-Ziegenbalgh, who is one of thefe Miffio-
naries, and the greateft Proficient in the AMa- -
labarick Tongue, has fent over feveral Trea-
tifes compiled by himfelf in that Language.
They bear the following Infcriptions, fet down
by the Author himfelf: (1) Twenty Six Ser-
mons preach’d at our Ferufalem-Church, upon all
the Articles of the Chriftian Religion. (2) A
Draught of the Examination of fuch as are
to be baptized : (3) A Book of Pfalms ufually
fung in our Church. As for the outfide of
thefe Books, they are of a quite different Drefs

from thofe in Europe. There is neither Paper,

nor Leather, neither Ink nor Pen ufed by them
at all, the Chara&ers being by the Help of Iron
Tools imprefled on a fort of Leaves of a cer-
tain Tree, which is much like a Palm-Tree. At
the End of every Leaf a Hole is made, and
through the Hole a String drawn, whereby
they are kept together; but they muft be un.
tied or loofened, whenever the Prints of thefe
Chara&ers are to be read. . | :

They give a further Account, that both 32s.
labarians and Moors did very much frequent
their Sermons, but particulatéy thelr _catechect;-l-
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cal Exercifes. They had many Vifits from the
Poets, 'and fuch as were thought /carned among
the Aalabarians, which often came from very
diftant Places, and put abundance of abftrufe
and intricate Queftions, with ether difputable
Cafes to them. “Whereby however, the Miflio-
naries  took an Opportunity, to inter{perfe
their Anfwers with good and praétical Refle.
&ions, in order to fix the Minds of the Heathens
on fuch things wherein the greateft Strefs, and
the very Subftance of Chriftian Religion lieth,
and to withdraw them from thofe nice and ufe.
Iefs Speculations, they too much run upon.
‘Some time ago, one of the Miflionaries taking
a Journey to a large Town, called, Nagapar-
nam, was every where Kindly received by the
Malabarians. In this Place he madea Stay of Six
Days, and, after having contrated fomeAcquain-
tance with {fome of the leading Men of the Town,
he obtained, that a folemn Difpuration was fet
on Foot, and held in the Caftle there. Abun-

dance of Bramanes, Pantarcs and Poets, and all

the Learned of the Town, with a Multitude of

common People, flocked together to be prefent
at that Solemnity. It lafted from the Morning
till one a Clock in the Afternoon. The Mifii-
onary began the A& with a fhort Oration in

Malabarick, and then levelled his Difcourfe
chiefly againit the idolatrous Worfhip fo much
in vogue among the Heathens there. But there

“was but one that would venture to give any

Anfwer to what the Miflionary delivered to

~ them, aud he is generally look’d upon as omne
) Qf the greateft Saillts_iq that Place.

- | After
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“After the Difputation was over, the Mifliona-
1y concluded again with a fhort Monitory Org-
tion, which was anfwered by one of the eldeft
Bramanes, who returned Thanks in the Name
of the whole Company, exprefling withal a
-great Satisfaction at the kind Invitation offer’d
‘em by the Miffionary, All this caufed a great
Joy and Commotion in the whole Town. Soon
after, when this Gentleman was come home
agaip, he writ alarge Letter to all the Brama-
wes and Paneares then prefent, and repeated to
them in Writing, what before was declared
to them by Word of Mouth, being in good
Hopes, to fee in time a happy Product pé%he
Sced of the Gofpel {cattered then among the
Heathens in that Place.

Of the Divinity and Phjilofophy of the AMala-
barians, he adds the following Particulars to
what has been faid already on that Subje&,
‘in the firft Collettion of Letters. They have a
very regular Language, Which may be reduced
to a certain Standard or Rules of Grammar.
‘As our learned Men in Eurepe .have their
‘Courfe of Philofophical Sciences, fo have the
Malabarians too, and treat them in a regnlar
and methodical Manner, as well as our Scho-
lars in Europe. They have a Written Law, from
whenee, as from the Fountain-Head, they
fetch all their Theological Dedudionsand De-
-terminations. 2
'~ Concerning GO D, they’ll tell you, they
worfhip but Oze divine Being, which they et
up for the original and produciive Caufe of
all other things 5 callingit accordingly Baraba-

A5 r the (t Beig of all. This
rs Waftu, or the fuprcmz ; & ! God'
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God, they fay, doth not concern himfelf im-
mediately about things of little Moment, fa}-
ling 6ut either in this or in- other Worlds ;
but has created fome other great Gods as his
Vice-gerents, by whom all the Worlds, and the
Creatures thérein, are moved and 1nfluenced,
Thefe Gods, fay they, have again their fubor-
dinate Gods; of whom every one is faid to
have his particular Station and Government
of things afligned to him : By this Azaling forc
of Gods, Men are created according to the Or-
der of the fupreme Being ; and therefore they
think it but reafonable, they fhould have alfo
fome kind of Worfhip allotted to them, not ex-
cluding even the very loweft or Third Order of
Gods, fince Men received many Tokens of Kind-
nefs from them too. They add, that all thefe
inferior forts of Worfhip are refolved at lalt
into the fublimeft Worfhip, due to the Oze
fupreme Being. ‘

They pretend likewife, that wife and under-
ftanding Men among ’em, perform their Wor-
fhip without Imazes ;thefe being defign’d, fay
they, for Children only, and the duller fort of
People, who know not what Idea’s or Repre-
fentations to frame of thefe heavenly Beings.
They tell ye, that after the fupreme Being,
there are 3300000 Gods, all depending upon
the firft or primary: Subftance. They: fay, there
are Forty Eight Thoufand Rifbi, or great Propnetss
and an infinite Number of Angels, and other
inferior Officers. :

The Genealogy or gradual Production of their
Gods, is alfo remarkable, and -is ranked by

‘them in this Series: (1) The Beipg of all Beings,
) 2. o1
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or ‘the fupreme God created Eternity. (2}
Eternity brought forth T/chiwen. (3) By this
T[chiwen the Goddefs TJchaddy was created. (4)
This Goddefs Tfchaddy produced Putadit or

the elementary and fenfitive World. (5) By

Putadi the Sound or ringing was framed, (6)

The Sound’s Offspring was Nature. (7) Na-
turc afterwards begat the great God T/chatat-
Jchiwen, and .(8) this again brought forth ano-
ther great God, cali’d Magefchurn. (9)From
Mage[churn {prung up Ruddiren or Ifpuren 5 and
(10) from Ruddiren the great God Wifchtnum.
(rx) This again created Bruma, which (12)
prov’d the produ@ive Principle of the Soxl. (13)
The Soul created at laft the Heaven, or that vaft
Expanfion betwixt Heaven and Earth, which
makes up ‘the fifth Element, according to the
Malabarick Philofophy, or rather, the Recepta-
cleof the other four Elements. (14) This Hea-
ven begat or created the Air. (15) The Air
‘begat the Fire, (16) The Fire begat the Wa-
ter, and (17) the Water begat the Earth. As
for the reft oftheir Gods and holy Prophets, they
furnifh out ‘a large and long-linked Roll or Ge-
nealogy, too prolix and tedious to be inferted
here. ‘

- Concerning, the Nature of their Gods, they
freely confefs, they are fubje to various
Changes and Mntations, as well as the Crea-
tures themfelves, and that each of ’em hath
his fix’d Term both of Life and Government.
After the Expiration of all thele fet Times,
every thing; fay. they, fhall return into .the
Being of all Beings, and then there fhall fq%—
low a new Creation, There are great Di-
‘ T G3 ferences
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ferences among ’em about the Worfhip of theit
Gods, oné Party preferring this, and another
Party being more fond of that, They fay, that
in old Times, their Gods frequently appeared
tpon Earth ; and of thefe Apparitions, they
coin a World of ridiculous Tales and Storics.
They fay, there are Fourteern Worlds, {even
foperior, and {even inferior Ones, with zs
many huge Seas moving betwixt them. This
Notion furnifhes their Poets with Abundance
of Fi&ions and Fancies; and whenever they
entertain you with an Account of fome ftrange
Accidentsand Adventures, they only tell you,
that thofe Things happened in fuch and fuch
a World, without thinking themfelves obliged
to alledge any other Proof for it.

As for the Creation of Adan, they tell us,
that Sixty Thoufand Men were created at firft,
‘but that Thirty Thonfand turned Devils {foon
after, and Thirty Thoufand remained Men,
both of ’em being multiplied afterwards to
infinite Numbers. To the Knowledge of the

 Image of God, after which the firft Man was
created, and of the deplorable Lofs enfuing
it, they are utter Strangers. 'Their Notion
about Srz is alfo very lame and imperfect:
They fuy, it comes- from the Conftitution of
the Body, and 'from exceffive Eating and
Drinking. But their Bramanes tell you, they
are no Sinneérs at ‘all, but the Offspring of
the great God Bruma ;, and io think themfelves
to be pure and finlefs all over. f '

About the Soxl of AMan, they have a Multi-
tude' of firange and confufed Notions. Some
jay, that God himfelf is the Soul ; others
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affirm it only to be a Part of God: Others
give out, that God, at the Creation of the
World, created alfo all thofe Souls that were
defigned to go into the Bodies of Men. Others
again will tell ye, the Soul is begotten by the
Parents. Others believe it to be the Produé
of the five Elements. The moft Part think,
every one hath two Souls; a good One, and
a bad One. Touching the Sesfes of Man,
they maintain there are five inward; and five
outward Senfes; whereof they hold the latter
to be bad, and the former good and holy.
‘They are gencrally for the Tranfmigration of
the Soul out of one Body into another, in or-
der to her full and perfe& Purification. But
as for fuch as have all along liv'd a good and
holy Life, they tell you, that they are sizme-
diately tranflated to a State of compleat Blifs
and Happinefs.

 Of thofe that have been defiled by a great
many $ins in the World, they hold, that
they muft wander from one Body into zano-
ther,and by this means beborz over and over
again, till they gain a perfect Purification at
laft, and be admitted to the holy Enjoyment
and Company of the Gods. From this Prin-
ciple they farther infer, that thofé thac
have indglged themfelves in all Manner of
Lewdnefs and Vanity, are often forced into
the very wild and venomous Beafts, or clfe
born again into the World ina very poor and
mean Condition: Whereas thofe that have
done a great deal of Good, but without being
vet arrived to the pitch of P.erfe&.lon, arc
born again, fome like Kings, fome like great
; Ry o~ C 4 SC!.IO#
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Scholars, and fome like other topping and

firft-rate Men in the World.
I muft needs fay, that inthis vaft Multitude

of People, hurried about with fo many odq
and uncouth Notions, I have never yet met
with any one Atheist; I mean, fuch an one
that had the BoldnefS to contradi&® the Exift-
ence of a Sovereign Being, andthe Truth of
a future Life. Onthe other Hand, I have feen
many that will undergo a deal of Pains and
Labour, tofit themfelves for a better State in
the next World. Many will quit all they
have ; Wife, Children, and Eftate, and retire
into fome Solitude, to do Penance for their
former Life. Some will employ themfelves
entirely about A&s and Oflices of Humanity,

ereting up and down Abundance of Charsty-

FHoufes, wherein both indigent Travellers, and
other poor People, may find fome Reft and
Refrefhment. There are likewife fome fpa-
cious Buildings like Cloyfters or' Colleges to
be feenin fome Places, wherein often a Thou-
fand poor People are entertained at once.

In the Year 1708, a certain Queen refiding
not far from Tranquebar, departed this Life.
I have been told for certain, that fhe enter-
tain’d to the Number of Ten Thoufand Bra-
manes at free Coft. The fame Benefit fhe con-
ferr’d likewife on Abundance of Pilgrims or
Travellers, in a particular Building fet up for
that End, and which is continued by her
Daughter to this very Day. - And all this they
do,in order to prepare themfelves for another
World, and to pleafe their Gods, of whom

their Books inform ’em, that they often ap-
pear
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pearin the Shape of Beggars, and unexpeited-
ly fteal in upon People, to fee, whether they
be diligent in relieving the Wants of tlie Poor
and Needy. Some of fuch charitable and
publick-{pirited Men, have by their Gods been
taken up triumphingly, with Soul and Body,
into the Regions of the Blefled, as the Mala-
barick Hiftorians tell us. And this is another
Motive that encourages them to fuch generous
Aés of Love and Charity.

Concerning the State of Happine[s after this
Life, our Malabarians inform us of Four De-
grees or Manfions, prepared for the better
fort of People. The firlt degree is term’d by
them, Tfchalogum, fignifying Paradife. The
fecond is, TJchalmibum, importing a very near
Accefs to the Great God. The third is call’d,
“Tfcharubum. Suchas arrive to thisdegree, are
made the very Image of God. The fourth is,
T[chantfchium, and wunites itsInhabitants entirely
to thejfupreme Being., Many, to render them-
felves worthy of fo glorious a State, live a
very precife and virtuous Life. Some have
{fo far thrown off’ all manner of idolatrous
Worfhip, that they don’t {fo much as come
near a Pagode. All their [Endeavours are en-
tirely bent upon the Pradtice of Virtue and
Strifinefs of Life; nay, all their Difcourfes
{avour of nothing, but of Virtue and good
Morals. This Sort of Men do not own any
religious Party at all, thinking themfelves
rais’d above the common Set of Religions uied
among the Heathens. They are ready atany
Time, to entertain you with Difcourfes con-
cerning Virthe and Holinefs of Lile; buii_:ooa;
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foon as you touch upon the Article of CHRIST:
.nd the Difference betwixt theirs, and
Chrift’s Religion, they don’t feem to like it {o
well, as if you barely talk to them of Virtue,
and Purity of Life and Manners. '
" | forgot to tell you, that the abovefaid No-
tion of the Tranfmigration and various Revo.
tucions of Souls makes one of the ftrongeft
Prejudices againft  the' Chriftian Religion a.
mong the Malabar-Heathens, and 1s one of the
oreateft Stratagems of the Bevil, whereby he
makes many of them think flightly of the moft
horrid Sins and Pollutions. For whilft they
don’t belicve any other Punifhment to bein-
fiited upon the wicked, but thefe Revolu-
tions of the Soul, aand the being born again
and again into the World ; they grow at laft
quite familiar with this Fancy about the Ram-
bles of the Soul. Some of ’em have been
convinced of the Sottifhnels of this Notion,
and entirely put toa Non-pluss but it being
one of the eldeft Articles of their Faith,
and handed down to them by a long and un-
interrupted Tradition, ’ti§ hard to remove a
Prejudice {o deeply rooted, and {fo commonly
received among ’em. ‘ |

And becaufe I touch here at the Prejudices
of thefe Heathens againft cur moft holy Reli-
gion, I muft mention alfo another, whereby the
Work of their Convetfion is made very dif-
ficult; and this is the Prerogative they have
of @ purer and [triftér Life, than what they
commonly obferve among Chriftians, who £oo
much let loofe the Reins to Sin and Vanity,
and thereby render the Name of that chll;fd
- : ' e ' Co
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Religion they outwardly profefs, odisus to the
poor offended Heathens. For though they
fee the Chriftians diligently attend their reli-
gious Ordinances and Formalities, and hear
them boaft of the only true @hurch and Way
of Worfhip, reje&tidg at the fame time with
Difdain, the Religion of the Heathens ; yet
is it extremely hard, (nay, beyond all hu-
mane Skill and Endeavouts) to make them be-
lieve, the Chriftian Religion to be the fafeft, and
the only true Way to Salvation.

~ All our Demonftrations about the F.xcel-
lency and Noblenefs of the Chriftian Confti-
tution, make but a very flight Impreffion,
whilft they find the Chriftians generally fo
much debauched in their Manners, and fo
much given up to Gluttony, Drunkennefs,
Lewdnefs, Curfing, Swedring, Cheating, and
Cozening, notwithftanding all their fair and
{pecious Pretences to true Virtue and Religi-
on. But more particularly are they offended
at that haughty and Proxd Temper, {o obvious
in the Condu& of our Chriftians here. They
are too apt indeed, to value themfelves upon
their own Parts, Wit, and Abilities, and to
difdain and defpife the poor Heathens; nay,
to call ’em Dogs, and othet Names, and to
do ’em all the Spight and Malice they are able
to contrive: Yea, fome Chriftians arearrivid
to fuch an intolerable Pitch of Haughtiaefs,
as to be utterly afhamed of the Heathens, even
then when they are brought over to Chriftia-
nity it felf ; much lefs will they lge induced to
live with them as with Breshren in Chrilt 5 a
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2Jame fo much ufed and beloved among the
frft Chriftians in the primitive Days, |
"~ Many of the Heathens, it is true, are.con.
vinced of the Soundnefs of the Dodtrine we
all along have propofed to them ; but cafting
their Byes, upon the profligate Manners of
the Chriftians, they are at a ftand, not know-
ing wliat to betake themfelves to. They {uppofe,
that true Religion and a diforderly Conver[ation,
are Things utterly inconfiftent and incompa-
¢ible. And becaufe they fee the Chriftians,
purfiie their wonted Pleafure prefently after
divine Service ; fome of the Heathens have
from thence taken up a Notion, as if the
Chriftian Preachers, intheir ordinary Sermons,
did teach their People all thofe notorious
Vices and Debaucheries, and encourage ’em in
fuch a diffolute Courfe of Life. |
Now to remove, as much gs in us lies,
thefe fierce and headftrong Obftacles, we have
endeavoured to give them more Opportunity,
r0 hear the Word of God from us oftner 5 that
fo, perhaps they might be induced to take that
rather for a Standard of the Chriftian Religi-
on, than the corrupt Life, and loofe Conver-
fation of the fo-called Chriftians, which hath
Jeavened their Minds with a World of Pre-
judices againft Chriftianity it f{elf. But finding
our FJerufalem-Church of too {malla Compais,
we have Thoughts of enlarging it, as foon as
poflibly we can. '
Belides this, we are refolved, to raife ano-
ther Chur¢h in a Town not far  from hence.
This, if brought about, will enable us to {cat-
_ger the Word of the Gofpel among the Fea-
X tnens
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thens more abundantly. But for the prefent,
we are chiefly bent upon Tranflating the New-
Feftament into Malabarick s 1n hopes, that fuch
a‘Work may prove the Foundation of a plen-
tifol Blefling, if once it may happen to fee
the Light. A Malabarick and Portuguefe Print-
ing-Prefs, you know, would be highly fer-
viceable for fo ufeful a Work; the tranfcrib-
ing of Books, being attended with almoft in-
{fuperable Difficulties.

Our Charity-School is now branched out iato
Two, and the Number of Children confider-
ably increafed. And here we find, the Begin-
ning of a real Reformation muft be made 5 the old
Malabarians being for the moft Part, too fond.

of their long accuftomed idolatrous way of
W orfhip.

IV.

n Abfira of a Letter [ent to 4
Gentleman at London 5 Dated at
‘Tranquebar, O&ober 19th, 1709.

" A-S the Lord hath not left our Labour

without a Blefling hitherto on one hand,
{o on the other, the common Enemy of Souls
hath not been wanting, to fec himfelf w1t.t:_
might and main againft it, anc to deftroy, it
poflible, the Work of the Gofpel at 1ts ﬁ;[[)t
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