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READER

| HE Converfion of the Gentiles to
fe the Kﬂawledge of TESVS CHRIST;
75 a Matter of Foy and Exultation
to. all fuch, a5 wifh to fee the Church in a
better State; than wherein (be doth appesr it
prefent.  Whofocver maketly the Intereft of the
Lord his own, and doth not act upon a Prin-
ciple [eparate from that of his Mafler, muft
needs rejoice at the Enlargement of Chriff’s
Kfﬂgdo*m dpon Earth; particularly; if the
parchea Wildernef§ of the Pagan World
fhould once begin to flonrifh;. and the barren
" Church of the Gentiles fbout for Foy, at the
numerous Company of Children [be is to
bring forth. But as this i a Work of Time,
Jo our waiting is like the waiting of the Huf-
bandmans who, after he hath done his Labour,
expecietli with Patience the joyful Day of the
Y e et : s
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1V To the READELR.

The gradual Difplay of the Charch’s
Glory upon Earthy s fet jartif Cant.. V1.
10. where [be is [aid, to look forth as th§:
Morning, or the firff Dawn of the Day,
reprefenting the Church in her Weaknefs and
Minority. This State is mixed with a great
Deal of Darkwnefs as yet, and affords but 4
dawning Principle of Light. But then, a4
the Dawn is o Fore-runner of the Duy, fo s
this State of the Church a Fore-runner of «
more glorions Difplay of the Gofpel, which,
by a gradual Increafe of Light, will (ucceed.
This is plain from the Beanty of the Moon,
to which the tifing Condition of the Church
is farther compared, though [be be not yet
free from Spots and Imperfections even in that
State.  However, what Latruefs (be hath, i
avtogether deriv’d from the Sun of Righteouf-
ﬂgff;/? vimfelfy by whofe Rays fbe only defireth
Y0 [Pine,

And this. Luftre, though it be borrowed,

yet ts ot Aair, comely, celeffial 3 and veing
by Faith made her owny it renders her more -

agreeavle in the Eyes of an impartial Be-
holder, than 4l the Endowment s of Nature

ever could do, But then [he muft not ac-
quiefce bere neither, byr [bine more and moye

unto the perfect Day, and become clear a¢
the Sun. * 2,4 %, then (be beareth an un.

potted Charact ery being elevated to the [ube
| - bimeff
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To the READER. v
Limeft Perfection, [be is mpzzé[e of in thig
lower World. = She' looks then terrible as an
Army with Banners, s»d appeareth iz
POWER and PUORITT #p her Enes
mies.  For this will be the Crows of the
Church in the latter Days, after the Winter
of vartous Trials and Humiliations i over,
through which (be was fain to pafs, in
oraer to ve duly qualified for that Dip-
75ty
This gfariam State of the Church will thes

doubtle[s appear, when the Fulnefs of the

Gentiles is come in, and all I{rael ;s [aved
at laft.  Thefe will prove infinite Acceffions
to the Church both i» Strength aud Beauty,
ana _make her arife and fhine, 4 the Pro-
phet’s Phrafe is.

But wnat renders [till ‘more compleat the
Glory of the Charch in that Time, is the
:voﬁde"?j‘}d Order and Symmen'y, which
will then  moft  confpicuonfly appeary  both
throughout the whole Body in generaly and
in every Member in particular. The Spi-
7t of Divifion and Rancour, of Party and
Animofity, of Seit and Envy, will be altoger
ther banifbed from the Church, raifed to thar
Dignity: Or if it [bould offer to difturb her,
it will foon " be vanquifbed by thar Power,
which hath made her a Terror to her Ene-
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vi To the READE R.

mies. . But. all. this . (be doth. wot.do: by her
own Powery bur by tne Power, of her Head,
to. whom_ [be  is. gracioufly, united by Faith:
Ali the Memuers are animated by ome and the
fame Spirit, m;w%bed. by the ﬁ;me Bread, . pe-
gotten into the. [ame  Hope, anited to. the
Jame Head, held mgez_ber 17, the [ame Baﬁd}
f:-f Pmcc’. The. ',V;zm‘ez,y cy" '_'.:Giﬁs_ ,wég;h ap=
pears among them, is [q far. from creating
Divifions, that it will [er off the Charch.
with. the. greatey Luftre. and. Amiablenels.
for all the Gifis. are fanitified. by the. fame
EAOAR gl el oo P
‘tis this Union, which wmaketh the Chuych
book 59#’5 beau-ti-ful- 53?14 pawexzﬁﬂ, fmfr ;:zmi--?

zfe:f’?f.éieu

How little there is feen as yet of this. [eet
and, Majeftick Power, in our moders Cb;fzﬁ:céée.r,.
A) fa oboVions to an fmlwm‘_m.é' E)/e',- that -z'.‘zf:
aecds 7o farther Proof to evince it  Aud 'yeti
an 1nduflyions Obferver of \the Times cannot
but take Notice, of the fingular Providence of
"¢ Lordy which hath flirred up fome 10 lay o
f—{eart the great Decay of Relioton, .snd. con-
trive Meaps tg repair if. 2

Some do what they ‘camy to convey Life 1n-
& téo[é Churches, which have a4 Name that
iney Isvey but are dead. Some endeavonr to

1B~



To the READER. Vit
inflil found Principles into Cbz'idrm,- 10 make
thereby the Charch look fairer in the \yes
Generations than [(be doth in the prefeat,
Some endeavour to tale away ‘the Veil from
the Jews that everfpreads theiy Mindsy " apd
hath: all along hindered  them from booking
ta the End of the Law. Some have pribe
lifbed, and do pablifh the Oracles of God- iz
divers Languages, for Jpreading the K noy-
leage of Chrift, among thole, that are s
yer deflitute of  that Benefit.  Some buny
their Endeavoars towards the Rajmmﬁmcf
Schoolsy in order to [ee  then cleareds from
profane Cuftoms, and inveterate C OFrUptions,
Some promote Chiiftian. L OV E amowg the
aiffersing. Parties of Religion, ‘a5 the only
Fonndation whereon the Jo long wifbed for
Union. among. Proteffants may be raifed ix
Time, ' Some are. employ’d about’ exercifing
the Sevérity of the Law, thereby to' reftrain
Staner s Hand. from. aving Evil; whilf -
thers difplay the Power of < tive Gofpel, thereby
20 regenerate hos Heart, in order to do Good,
Sorme endeanonr ‘to fupport veal Hol inefs, by
privare Conferences on  the moft  practical
Heads of . Religion whilft - others do the
Jamey by publifbing and dtfperfing [uch Books
@ treat on edifying Subjeits. *

Al



Vil To the READER.

All thefe, and the like Endeavours, cannot
but be agrecable to a Well-wifber to the Caufe
of Religion, and may be deew’d as [0 wiany
Prefages of a better State of the Church up-
on Earth. For by [uch Efforts [ome Stones
are pal:fbed at leaflt, which will help to adorn
that [piritual Temple which (hall be railed in
the latter Days.

To all thefe Attempts made towards a Re-
formation and Enlargement of the Church,
may be added another, to which fome Inclination

hath appeared of late; among feveral Proteftant
Naiions in Burope : And this is the Propa-
gation of the Chriftian Faith in the Eaft-
and Weft-Indies.  What  hath  been  doge
particularly, in relation to the Malabar-
Heathens in the Eaft-Indies, the enfuing
brief Narrative will inform the Reader. T
give an ldea of the whole 'Uﬁdermkiﬁg, in
one uninterrupted Series, together with the va-
rious Obltrutions axd EHCOUI‘agements it

hath all aloug met with, a few Hints have been
here again inferted ont of the Two preceedin

Parts, relating to this Defign, and Pﬂﬁl:fb’fl

the [econd Time n the Year 171Y. with this
Litle : Propagation of the Gofpel in the
East: being an Account of the Succefs of

Two Danifh Miflionaries {¢ -
Indjes, &c{b o

In



To the READER. ix

In this Third Part, the Thread of the Hi-
[torical Narvation is brought down to the End
of the Tear 1712, or the Eatrance of the Tear
1713 5 when the laft Lesters came away.  The
whole Undertaking, [uch as it is atthis Time,
may give the impartial Reader a fair Profpect
at ledﬂ, that 4 Work c.f this  Nature is
not - altogether impraiticable ;  and that the
LO R D, who is the only Author of Swuc-
cefsy will be ready to direct the Steps of thofe
who are engag’d, and  [hall engage in 4 De-
[fign tending (o much to the Enlargement of
the Church of Chrift upon Earth,

"Tis true, what we [ee at preﬁm is but
an Bmbryo, and a Seed, as it were, [cate
ter’d among that numerous Nation ; and a
Seed cannot be [fown, and its Product reap’d

in a Day. However, a wife Man doth not
defpife, even the Day of {mall Things. He
knows that one foweth, and another reapeth ;
but that both [ball rejoice together in due
Seafon, and be rewarded according to thesr
Pains, not according to their Succefs. INor
ought we to be deterred from [o Chriftian an
Enterprize, by the perverfe Condult of Jame
Heathens, who, out of Regard to a temporal
Benefity, will conform to the external Confeffion
of the Chriftian Faith for a while, but return to

their former Idolatry apain, as foon as the Hap}
R _ 0



X To the R.EADER

of their Gain'is gone. - For this is a very ola
Pruttice, und may be traced through all the
Ages of Chriftianity. Our BlefJed Reacemer
himfelf -complatned, ‘that fome wonld [eek fdﬁm
- for the Sake of - the Loaves only they did’
eat s and the Apoftle of the Gentiles taketh
Notice of [onse, who profeffed Godlinefs for
the Sake of Gain and Preferments ; and
yet' did neither the Lord himfelf; nor the A=
poftle fent by him, give over the Preaching
of the Gofpel for that Reafon.

“Thefe, and many other Impedimeénts, which
generally attend ‘any good Undertaking, may
render indeed a Gofpel-Labourer more vigi-
lant in trying the Spirits, and more cautions
in admitting them within' the Pales of the
Church 5 but they muft never make hime de
Jparr of Suceefs in_the Difpenfation of the
G;ﬁ'el. 2T %s: cermiﬁ,-t/mi' ---4--fpiritual Dif=
cretion, or 2 Faculty of difceming the va=
rious Difpofitions of Soalsy is one of the
princiyal Branches of the whole Minifterial
Funition.  Fory' if a  [piritual Guide be al-
toge{ber deftitate of this Judoment of Dif-
cretion 2z the Muanagement of Souls, he
muft needs make many a wrong Application
of the Promifes of the Gofpely, and moft dan-
%ermﬂy unhinge thereby the* whole Chain and

cconomy of Salvation. " Bur 4 [uch 4

3ﬁdga



To the READER. ix

Fudoment s altagetbw grounded on Practice
ana Experience ; [0 it requireth Timey and 4
careful Obfervation of the warious States of
Souls, in order to obtain 4 competent Meafure

of it,

Ao N
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