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C B AP. I

Scarcity of the New Teftament in Portugueze,
The Malabar Tranflation of the New Te-
ftament o5 began, and finifhed. The De-
 fign is incouraged by feveral European
. Nations. The Letters of the Miffionaries are
publifbed in England, where they mees
with a favourable Acceptance. A Propofal
15 printed. A Correfpondence [ettled.  The
Miffionaries are chofen correfponding Mens-
bers by the Society for Propagating Chri-
ftian Knowledge. They are fupplied from
 England with a Printing-Prefs. An Im-
- preffion of the New Teftament in Portu-
. gueze s procured, and a good Number
of Copies [ent to the Eaft-Indies. Some
Obftructions happen. One of ‘the Miffiona-
vies arriveth at London. Some young Men
_eome over from Hall, with a Font of Ma-
... labarick Types, defigned for the Service of
o uthe Miffion.  They embark on Board the
‘Englifh Fleet.

§. 1. H B Miflionaries had overcome maoit

. of the Dificulties accruing from the
Two aforefaid Larguages, and wer¢ now cn-
~deavouring to bring over as many Heathens
‘as they could, to a faving Knowledge of
 Chrift. The greateft Obftruction which re-

mained, was caufed by the Want of the 4::@;;;:
QOrac €<



20 Of the Malabar Tranflation
Oracles in thefe two Langiages; and they had
hardly any Profpect, how to compafs a Defign
of fo great an Importance. The New Teﬁag
ment 111 Portugueze Was €Xtream {carce, an
not to be purchafed, even for ready Money.
The two fitft Miffionaries did, after their Ar-
rival in the _E;zﬂ‘, aCCidEHtHHy Ilght on one
{ingle Copy, printed 1n Batavia : And the Two
1aff that follow’d them, bought ofie for three
Speciﬂ-Daﬂdr}, at the "Cape qf Good HGPE:' *AS
for the New Teftament in Malabarick, It 'Was
in vain to look for any; fince.it was never
tranflated, except a few Paflages of the 0ld,
and of the New Teftament, done heretofore by
_{ome, Roman-Catholick Miflionaries. And to
enter upon an entire Tranflation, feemed to be
a Task, attended with almoft infurmountable
Difficulties. Not, asif this Language was not
expreflive enough, for mttering and explaining
the facred Writings ; but by Reafon of its Six=
~gularity, and particular Way of Deliveryy alto-
~gether differing from the Languages 1n Europe.
- §. 2. But notwithftanding all t%lofe Difficul-
ties, Wh.ich {eemed to {ftifle all Hopes Qf'(:om_
pafling it ; Mr.  Ziegenbalgh, who was the
greateft Proficient in 'this Language, €rgaged at
laft in fo laborious an Enterprize. He had,
befides the Original Text, a few othet Verfions,
“together with {fome of the ableft Compcntasors
by him,-as ‘helpful Means for fteering fafely
his'Courfe 1n fo unbeaten a Road. ‘The Dis
vifion of the Chapters ~hath ‘been . preferved
entire ; but it was-impoflible to keep clofeito -
_ ﬁdp‘ﬁ@&iﬁn of Verfes, ws’d in the Europedr
“Pranflations. The Reafon is, the particulat
€36~



Of the New Teﬁam‘em. 31
Genius and Tdiom, Whereby this Language i
diftinguifi’d from all the reft. The Cop.
{ftruction requireth often, that Tome Verles be
tranfpos’d, ‘and that forne Words cotne fin ¢
the End, which, in other Languages, fand vin
the Front. ' Befides this, there is neither Com-
ma, Coloﬂ, oY _Semic‘olm, to be met with . and
therefore 1o Verfe can be fully concluded,
‘but where there is a Fill-point; in an European
Language. If thefe ‘Propriesies of Speech be
negleéted, ‘and Things ‘transfus’d at random,
no Matabarian Will Be ‘able to appréhend the
-Senfe‘or Meaning'of what he readéth.
~§. 3. Before the faid Miffionary enter’d up-
‘on the ‘Defigh, he tranflated fome other Tmall
Treatifes ‘into Malabarick. This the did, to
‘make Trial of his'Skill, in'fo'weighty dn Un-
“dertaking, being unwilling to Venture mpon
‘the Tranflation of the divine Oracles, till fuch
Tinie as he was Malter ‘of ‘a clean 'and “feady
“Style inthdt Language. ' The Begiiining -of ‘this
Work wis made Ottober 17th, 1768, and, dfter
- many Difhiculties, was happilyfinifhi’d March21.
1711 .'to the no fmall' Furtherance' of 'the Miflio-
“haries'that are {fent alréady, and of thofe thatare
‘to be fent'hereafter, on the fame Defigh. - But
‘all thefe Labours, though ‘laudable in them-
“{elves, were ‘as yet but fo ‘many Preliminary
‘Steps towards {ettling ‘the Work ‘on a better
“Foundation 'in Time: TFor this could not be
effe@ed, till the ‘Miflionaries ‘were 'fupplied
“with a 'jb,a;},f;yg-.”]?rgﬁ, :and thereby ‘enabled to
“publith "that facred ‘Book, in‘fo ‘ample'a Man-
ner, ‘that"others ‘alfo 'might partake ‘of a
“Biéflityg, “which “Was now ‘brought -fo '1}1'&:31‘
| their



12 . Of the Contribution .

. 11ome.  And here we muft leave the
3'1‘&{1[{01}:1‘& 4 'while, with the A/I_.czlabar Verfion
of the New Teftament, and briefly rehearfe,
what Afliftance fome European INatlons have
contributed hitherto, towards - reclaiming the
Infidels from the Ways leading to everlafting

ftruction.
De§‘ :. When the’ firft Colleltion of the Eafi-

India Letters was printed in High-Dutch, 1t
had fo good an Effe® in Germany, that many
were excited to wifh well to {0 Chriftian an
Enterprize. Some alfo were inclined to con-
svibute liberally towards fuch Helps as were
found wanting. Several good Sums: have ac-
cordingly been made over, at divers Times,
for fupporting and enlarging the Work once
begun. And as an Hifforical Narration of its
Frogrefs, hath all along been. fucceflively pub-
lihed, from the Miflionaries Letters ; {0 the
Contributions have likewife continued to this
Day ; - though not altogkther fufficient for
making any confiderable Addition to the Un-
dertaking. The like Favour they have alfo
met with in Denmark, whence feveral chari-
‘table Contributions have been remitted to
Tranquebar, gathered by the Reverend Doctor
~ Lutkens, one of His Majefties Chaplains, and
the very firft Perfon that put the King upon
this Chriftian Attempt. But he being lately
dead, the Miffionaries have loft an eminent
Benefa&tor, by the Death of that Gentleman.
§.s. In the Year 1709. the Subftance of the
aforefaid firft Letters was publifh’d in Englifh,
and dedicated to the moft Honourable CO R-
PORATION, for Propagating the Gofpel in
Fo-

FRARDEERARE
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Foreign Parts. In the Year 1710. it was fol-
lowed by another Abftratt of Letters, contain-
Ing an Account of the Progrefs of the Miffion :
and of its various Letts and Obftru®ions.
caufed both by the idolatrous Heathens, and
the wicked Lives of the Chriftians. No
fooner did thefe Lerters appear In - Englifh,
but many publick-fpirited Perfons began fe-
rioufly to lay to Heart fo worthy an Under-
taking, too  {paringly and fuperficially at-
tempted hitherto by Proteffants. They ~con-
fidered of Helps and Means, whereby thefe
{mall Beginnings; tending to the Converfion
of Heathens, might be effectually fupported.
The Endeavours of thefe Gentlemen have pro-
duced many good Effe@s already, and ’tis
hoped, will continue to do fo; forafmuch as
they know, that their Labour is not in vain in

the Lord. The Society for Promoting Chriftian

Knowledge, (1) did employ themfelves more

particularly about this Affair, not altogether
foreign to their own Concernments at Home.
In Effet, they refolved to take upon them the
Management of fuch Charities as, by well-
difpofed Perfons, fhould be put into their
Hands, for the Support of the Miflion.

'§. 6. In Purfuance of that Refolution, they
drew up a Propofal in September 1710. with a
View chiefly of procuring an Impreffion 0_);\;198

| - | | ¢

(£) A4 voluntary Society of Clergy and Laity nt Lon-
don, whofe chief Defign is, to promote Charity-Scheols,
and to difperfe praftscal Treatifes in GreawBritain, and
ether Pares of Her Majefty’s Dominions. "‘
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New Teffament in Portugueze, for the Ule Uf
the Miflionaries, together with a Supply of
Money, for E‘Ilabliﬂg them tO_ {et up Chﬁwty-'
Schools among the Heathens in Malabar. By
that Time this Propofal had been publifhd for
Two or Three Months, it pleas’d the Lord to
move the Hearts of many Perfons, of both
Sexes, and of all Ranks, in and about Londens
to fo liberal a Charity, that the Society began
to think of making the aforefaid Propofal,
more ample and comprebenfive 5 {0 as to extend
their Afliftance alfo te other Parts of India,
and efpccially to thofe, where Britifh Factories
were erected.

§. 7. This being refolv’d upon, the faid
Propofal was now publif’d the Second Time,
with the additional Paragraph jult mention-
cd. There was alfo a Correfpondence fettled
in the moft eminent Places, that are {ub-
iect to Great Britaim In India; to the End
that, by this Correfpondence, they might the
better acquaint themfelves with the moft pro-
per MEANS, to promote the Converfion
of Heathens, as well as with the moft
material O BST ACL ES that were like to
obftruct it.  If the like combined Endeavours,
raifed on a regular Corre[pondence, were us’d
by the Proteftant Churches in Europe, they
might prove exceeding helpful for managing
the Miflion with a fairer Profpe of Succefs,
than hitherto has been effected ; particularly,
fimnce the Progrefs thereof depends as much

- trom Friends and BenefaGors in Europe, as
from the Miflionaries themfelves, that go on
that Errand. And it was for the fame End,
that the Two firft Miflionaries were chofen

Cor-
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Correfponding Members, by the Society for Prs.
moting Chriftian Knowledge, in the Month of
September 1710 . -

§. 8. But that the Money already receiv’d,
might be applied immediately to the Purpo-
fes for'which it was beftow’d ; the Society ap-
pointed a Committee of their Members, to give
{uch Directions as they thould think fit, for a
due Application thereof. And that ng Time
might be loft, the whole Management was
frnally left to the faid Committee, who met ge-
nerally twice or thrice a Week for that Ppr.
pofe, and fo continued to do, till they had
difpatched what was judged neceflary to be
fent by the Fleet, then going to Indiz. And
becawfe the Miflionaries, as hath been hinted
before, complained of the vaft Iabour and
Charge they were at, in getting tranfcribed
School-Bouks, and other Treatifes, for infFru@-
ing the Heathens in the Do&rines of Faith .
it was refolved to take off, as foon as pofiible,
fo expenfive a Bufinefs, and to fupply the
Miflionaries with a

Printing-Prefs, and all the neceffary Utenfils.

S1x Hundred Weight of Roman and Iralick
| ijpe.f.

One Hundred Ream of Paper.

§. 9. Before thefe Goods were fhippedoff, the
Society took into their Service, one Mr. Fonas
Finck, a Native of Silefin, to go over as Printer
with the faid Prefs, being inftru&ted for that
Purpofe, fome Time before the Departure of the
Fleet. He had taught School for fome Years
together, and fo he was fiv to aflift the Miflio-

i ’ 3 D2 naries,



16 Of the Contribution

narics, in the Quality of a School-miafters be-
iides the Bufinefs of Printing. He was, at-his
fetting out, provided with a good Number of
Practical Books in Latin, Englifh, and High-
Datch, both to difperfe them, if any Oppor-
tunity fhould offer, and to feec ’em tranflated
into fuch Language or Languages, as fhould
render them moft ufeful in Zxdia.

§. 10. The New Teftament 1n Portuguexe Was
now in the Prefs, to be fent with all conve-
nient Speed to the Afliftance of the Mifliona-
ries. But the Gofpel of St. AMatthew, being
only printed off, when ' the Fleet failed,
(which was 1n the Beginning of the Year 1711.)
Two Hundred and Fifry Copies were fent there-
of by this Fleet, as a prefent Help for the
Children ?f the Portugueze School. This was

- accompanied with a Prefent of Money in Fo-
reign Silver, together with fome Sums in
Bills of Exchange, to enable the Miflionaries
to carry on more effe¢tually their Defign. All
thefc Goods, together with the Perfon at-
tending them, were embark’d Freight-free on
one of the Ships of the Honourable Eaft-India
COMPANY, who have all along not only
granted a free Paflage to fuch Perfons and Goods,
as were defign’d for a Support of this Work !
but have alfo moft readily laid their Commands
on their Governours in India, to prote& and
conntenance the Proteffane Miflion in thofe
Parts. And undoubtedly would it be a moft
ffﬁi*&ual lelp, towards promoting {o Chriftian
4 Work, as the Converfion of Infidels is, if the
Governours and Magiftrates rehiding among
them, on behalf of Chriftian Princes, did

CON= . ‘
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of fome Per[ons, 17

concern themfelves fomewhat more, aboyt
the SP Ilﬁ I'TU AL Good of thofe Nations :
or, according to the Apoftle’s Phrafe, did fow
Jpiritual Things unto the Heathens, that o
they might reap their carnal T hings again, with

the greater Comfort and Benedi&ion. By fuch
fincere Endeavours Proteftants would actually

- declare againft that impious Mazxim, heretofore

receiv’d by the Spaniards, and charged upon
them by fome of their own Confeflion, viz.
That the Son of God, by his Blood, had not re-
deented the Souls of the [ndians; aznd thar 4o
Difference was to be made berwixt thefe, and the
vileft Creatures upon the Earth. (g)

- N.11. The New Teffame: ¢ in Portugueze, 1in-
tended for the Good of the Miffion, was print-

‘ed off abeut the latter End of the Year 71T,

and amounted in all to 1250 Copies. Care
Wwas now taken, to fece a competent Number
tranfmitted to the Miflionaries, by the next
Fleet. The Gentlemen concern’d in this Mat-
ter, did not think fit to make a larger Im-
preflion at prefent; fince thefe were {upposd
to futhce for this fmall Beginning of the
Gofpel-dawning in the Pagan World. A fter
the Publication of this Book, feveral Perfons.
knowing in the Portugueze, have communicated
fome Remarks made upon the Tranflation :
and which may be of good Ufe, if perhaps
another, and more improv’d Edition, fhould
happen to fee the Light hereafter. Of this

D 3 Edi-

(g) See Tavernier's Relation du Fapon, 3 la Canfe ds
ta Perfecution des C breftiens, p. 51.
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Fdition had the Miflionaries fent ’em Two Hun-
dred Fourteen Copies, in the Beginning of the
Year 1712. together with a Set of Adathema-
tical Iﬁﬁmmcﬁﬁ, to teach the Rudiments of
that Science, to {fome young Malabarians, as
well as to recommend them{elves the better to
the Natives, by Things of this Nature. Be-
{ides thefe, there were alfo prefented One Hun-
dred fourteen Copies of the New Teftament, to
the Chaplains in the Britifh Factories ; and to
cach Chaplain at Fort St. George, and Bengal,
a Box of Englifh Books, on Practical Subjects
of Divinity, defign’d as a Foundation of Two
Lending Libraries 10 the {faid Factories.

§. 12. But as every Defign, tending to pro-
mote the Salvation of Souls, and thereby the
Glory of God, as its ultimate End, ufually
pafieth through various Trials and Obftructi-
ons; fo it fell out particularly in this Matter,
attended hitherto with many illuftrious Proofs

-of Providence, and a hopeful Profpect of Suc-

llllllllll

cefs. In the Beginning of the Year 1712. the
Socicty recerv'd Advice, that the Veflel, which
carricd in her the Printer, Prefs, and Goods,
was unfortunately fallen into the Hands of a
French Squadron, at Rio de Faneiro, on the Coaft
of Brazil, and thereby ftopt in her Progrefs
to the Eaft-Indies. By this unexpeéted Turn
of Affairs, the Sciety’s Printer was made a
Prifoner, and the Goods became a Prey to the
Enemy. And this feem’d to ruine at once
this good Defign, in its very Infancy. How-
€ver, as the Ship was afterwards ranfom’d,
fo the Printer, with the Prefs and Paper, re-
G g0 il ; ke, -
gaind alfo his Liberty; though he himfelf

died
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died foon after, on the Voyage from Brazif
to the Cape of Good Hope, whilkt the Printing-
Prefs, with the Paper and Types, was catricd
to India, and deliver’d at laft to the MifTiona-
ries at Tranquebar. And here, ’tis hoped, it
may, by the Blefling of God, produce ftill the
intended Effe@, though retarded for a while
by fuch Accidents, as Providence often per-
mits, for the Trial of thofe that ingage in fo

momentous an Enterprize. For, as the Church
of C H R I ST hath been both founded and pro-

pagated, in the Midft of Croffes and Tribulati-
ons, and never degenerated more from her
mtrinfick Beauty and Brightnefs, than when
worldly Splendour and Greatnefs came to be
heaped upon her; fo we muft expeé, that
whenever the Church is to be recoverd into
her hrit Power and Dignity, and planted 1%-
mong Heathens and Infidels, fhe muft thenTC-
turn to 1it, through the fame Way of Croffes
and Trials, by which fhe was founded at firft,

S- 13. There happen’d one Thing at Brazil,

'When the French took Pofleflion of the Ship,

too material to be pafled over in Silence. It
relateth to the aforefaid 250 Copies of the
Gofpel of St. Matthew, defign’d for the Por-
tugueze Church and School at Tranquebar : But
undergoing now the fame Fate the reit of
the Goods did, they were feiz’d on by the
French, and, upon Sight of their being Ports-

queze Books, difpers’d among the Inhabi-
tants of that Country: Where perhaps, ui-

der the gracious Influence of Heaven, they
may prove helpful towards the Conviction of
fome of thofe, in whofe Hands they were
| | D ,;‘, left.



40  Of the Arrival of a MifJionary.
left. There remained alfo fome Copies of Fobw
Arnd his True Chriftianity 10 Latin, (h) together
with fome other Latin Treatifes on edifying
Subjects. '

§. 14. About the Beginning of Nyvember
1712. Mr.. Henry Plutfcho, one of the Two
firft Miflionaries to the Eaft-Indies, arriv’d at
London, atter having embark’d at Adadras, on
Board an Englsfh Ship, September the 15th 1711.
He brought with him a hopeful Adulabarian
Youth, baptiz’d at Tramguebar by the Name
of Timothy, and defign’d to be educated at
Hall, for the Service of the Miffion. The
faid Miflionary laid before the Society, feveral
Heads relating to the State of the Miffion in
thofe Parts ; together with the Impediments,
whereby i1t was obftructed ; and fome AMeans,
whereby it might be advanced, if thofe that
contefs the Chriftian Religion, would but wnite
Hearts and Hands, 1n attempting fo glorious
a Work ; particularly, in fuch Countries as
are already fubject to Proteftant Powers in Eu-
rope.  During his Stay in Ewgland, where he
was very kindly received, he drew up a Brief
Inftrullion In Portugueze, containing the Firft
?rﬁszciplﬁ of Cfar{ﬂ‘iﬁﬁiry, which I'l]ight ferve
1nitead of a Primmer, ‘in the Schools at Tran-
quebar. The society ordered a T houfand Copies
to be printed off immediately, and Half of
them to be fent by the firft Fleet going to
India,

S 15. Whillt the Sociery were confulting
hew to repair the Lofs of the Printer, deceas’d
o
honiiend i ek Voo |

(B) Printed g Londen, in the T ar 1708,
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on the Coaft of Brazil, Three young Men ar
riv’d at London from Hall in Sixony, the 204
of December 1712. in order to embark for the
Eaft-Indies. They were defigned to affift the
Miflionaries, one in the Quality of a Sihol-
mafter, and the other two as Printers: in or-
der for the more {peedy, and more extenfive
Publication of the glad Tidings of the Gof-
pel among the Heathens on that Coaft. They
carried with them, for that Purpofe, a Fonr
of Malabarick Types, brought over from Ger-
many : And being recommended to the Affift-
ance of the Society, they did them all the zood
Offices they could, both with refpe@ to the
Eaft-India CO MP ANY, with whofe Fleet
they were to go, and to ‘other Perfons with
whom they were concerned. They had Seventy
five Ream of Paper given them for the Service
of the Miflion, together with fome Portugueze
Books, as a Help to perfe& the Miffionaries in
the Knowledge of that Language. - All which
the Honourable « Direétors of the Eaft-India
Company, generoufly allow’d to be fent thi-
ther on Board their Ships freight-free, to the
no {mall Satisfa@ion of all the Well-wifhers to
the Defign. They embark’d about the latter
BEnd of Fanuary 1713. being particularly re-
commended to the Society’s Correfpondents at
Madras, to lend them a Hand in the Work
they were engaged in.

CHAE
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