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Cont vuntig ﬁfi‘[}!‘f?f 0 fuch Queftions as re-
late to the Goverwment or Political Stare

of the Indians.

The BEir . QU ESTION.
N ) Sout what Time mwas the Ca!tf?{jr
ﬂbmt-’l"rarlr:mehar phmrwf ¢ Hew
Strang is, the [ame and bow far
do its Limits extena ?

Aufwer : ’Tis above Four/core
St Years when the Dazifh Colonie
about Tranquebar was firft planted: | could
never -learn the exa® Time or Year thereof;
the old Books ot Records, that might give
13 . A




2 Of the Tow# of Tranquebar.
a Lightinto this Matter, being wanting, and faid
to ba loft. Tranquebar it {elf was formerly but a
{mall Country-Town 5 but after the King of
Denmark had purchafed it, by Treaty from
the then teigning AMalabarick Emperor, and
peopled it with Europeans, it became by degrees
a fine flourifhing City, fortified with a ftrong Ca-
ftle. According to the abovementioned Treaty,
two Thoufand Perdous are ft1ll yearly to be
paid to the Heathen King of Tanjour: The
whole City is ftrongly walled about, and its
Baftions are provided with a fufficient Ar-
tillery. The Caftle lieth reaching toward
the Sea, and hasa Ditch, ftrong Walls and
Baftions to defend it. Before the Gate whiclk
leads towards the Country, flands & fine Cita-
del. -
Within the City are three Churches belong-
ing to the Chriftians, »iz. the Danifh Church,
called Zion: our own, erected for the con-
verted Malabar Heather, and named Ferufa-
Jem 5 (a) to which may be added, that of the
Papifts. There is alfo a large Moorifh or Ma-
hometan Church, together with five huge Pa-
sodes or Pagan Temples, wherein the Hea-
thens perform their Worfhip. -
The Inhabitants are partly white Europeans,
partly white tawny Portugueze, and partly yel-
low Moorsy but for the moft part, black-
brown Malabarians. The exa& Number of all

thefe diftiné Inhabitants I cannot truly tell 5
but

LS Eameme or omare-i i3
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(2) A fuller Account of this Church may be feen in
t_]_m firft Part of the Propagation nf ihe Gﬂfpel 11 t-h;
Laft, Lar, 1K, pag. 70, {€99.




Of the Town of Tranquebar, 3

but ’tis certain that Tranguebar isa ver '
leus Cityy whofe Streets 11‘6: crouded WT[E{?LI;%:
Numbers of greatand little ones 3 being much
frequented by many different Nations, that
trade to and fro, both by Sea and Land. The
Gm:rlfm] IS Not very numerous, and confifts of
Whltie Eurepeans, who lilt many Heathens for
Soldiers, but keep the Places of Officers al-
'ways in their own Hands. iy
~The Diftr1&t whichis fubje@ to Tranguebar con-
tatneth fifreen Villages 5 the largeft whereof is
called Borejar, holding almoft as many Inhabi«
tants as Tranquebar it felf. Here are f{everal
large  Malabarick  Pagodes and Moorifls
Churches or Mofquees 5 and’it is but lately the
Movors have raifed here a very fine new
Mofgitees  After this, Tilliar isthe largeft and
molft pleafant Village, in which are above forty
Houles inhabited by Bramans: (b) It has init
one very large Pagode, with {everal others ofa
lefs Size. The Highway from Tranguchar to
this Place Is adorned with Trees, planted very
regularly on both fides: They bear red, white,
and yellow Flowers, much refembling our Lil-
lies 1n Europe.
- Thefe two Townsor Villages are the larg-
eft and moft populous of all the reft. Here
follow the Names of feven ether Places or Vil-
lages; wiz. Tfandarapiri, Kotrupaleam, Ern-
kittant[cheriy Tlchattanguri, Dewanaliir, Ortte
wamdugalam, and T[chenkitankarei. Thele are

not near fo populous, and have but very {mall
B2 | .- Pﬂgﬂﬂ'ff-_
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(D) See the Chavaster of thefe Ment 8t the Eud of iR
Piece, k_
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A Of the Inhabitants of the Coaff.
Pagodes. The Inbabitants maintain themnt-
fclves by their handy-work in {erving the
City.
'I}Ihe Names of the {ix remaining Places are :
Pommecampoetteiy, Killin[chimedn, Kalinkaraipo-
etteiy, Singunurpoettes, _Akkamenpoettes, and Ella-
menpoetter 5 all which are but {mall Villages,
crouded by Filhers, and other Men that follow
the like fort of Bufinefs. Few of the white
Europeans -know the Names of thefe fundry
Towns and Villages, which is the Reafon they
frequently give them quite other Names,accord-
ing as their Fancy leads them. In thofe fifteen
Towns or Villages, and likewife in many o-
thers farther up into the Country,I conftantly
ufe to preach the Gofpel, going from Place to
Place, till I come quite round 3 and having fi-
nifhed this Excurfion, I begin again with

the forft.
' The Second Queltion.

Is the Sea-Coaft below and above Ceylon inba-
bited by Europeans? And bave thefe any Commpu-
nication with the Danifh Colony ? -

Anfwer. The Sea-Coaft below Ceylon is al
along inhabited, partly by the Dutch,French and
Englifh, and partly by the Portuguexe ; thefe
having formerly been poflefled, not only of the
Ifland of Ceylon it {elf, but alfo of almoft all the
Sea-Coaft above it: However, when the
Dutch began to grow formidable on this Coaft,
they left byt very little in the Hands of the
g R SN e e |
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. \ Of the Indian Kings. g
*The manner of fettling vpon this Coaft i<
thus: About fix, feven, eight, nine or tey
Leagues diftance, there is either a Fort, Town
or Village 1nhabited by Europeans , fr(mr:
whence they can enlarge their Trade and
Commerce, and advance it to the furthermoft
Parts of the Ifland5 and this by the Help and
Influence of their Malabarick Servants, and by
virtue of the Bargain every Sea-Port Town of
the Europeans has ftruck up with the neigh-
bouring Heathen Kings.

-+ The Danes had formerly many Settlements,
as well upon this Sea-Coatft, as in divers other
Places in the Eaft-Indies; when now they have
only fome in Beyjalen, and upon the Pepper-
Coaft as they callit: yet they may Sail and
Trafick freelythroughout all /ndie, and Perfia,
and where-ever they pleafe, they being every
where admitted by the Heathen Kings, as well
as by the Europeans; but their Lading runs
for the moft partupon Merchandices they put-
chife from the Moorifh Merchants. ‘Thushave.
both the fsdians and Europeans fome Commu-
nication with the Danifh Colony.

i

The Third Queftion.

How far reacheth the Territory of the II_]dim_
King who borders upon the Colony ? Which is the
Place “of his Refidence? What Power has he ?
What other Kings are there in this great Peninfula
belonging to the Jurifdittion of the great Mogol ?
Are they Sovereigns or V. affals, _&C‘? o .
. Anfwer. The King who reigneth here up-

on the Coalt of Coromandel, has but a fmall Ter-
| B 3 o TILOTY,
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6 Of the Tndian Kinas.
ritory, not much. extending above a Hundred
Englifh Miles in Leogth,a nd Seventy 10 Breadth.
Tanjonr is the Name of his Refidence, diftant
about fixty Euglifh Miles from hence. T‘he
Town it felf is pretty large, and encompafled
witha frong Wall: the Caftle or Refidence
very fpacious and magnificent. Befides which,
the King has two other very pleal:aut Caltles,
the firlt being in the Town of Diruwarnr, 8-
bout ¢hirty two Miles from us3 and the fecond, -
on the other fide, in the Town of Diruwirama-
vuder, tmuch about the fame diftance from
hence. He hath feveral other fmaller Caltles,
which he vifiteth but very {eldom, _
There are in the whole Kingdom four forti-
fied Towans or Fortrelles, viz : The Towns of
Tanjour, Pattukotei, about Forty eight Englifb
liles from this Places Mannakowil, ferty
Miles diftant from hence; and the little Sea-
port Town Kalkalatfchéri, but fixteen NMiles
trom hence. Many other large Towns are 1In
this Kingdom, famous on Account of the Pa-
godes they have in them, being ftately and {pa-
cious Buildings. The former Kings have ipa-
red no Coft in raifing and building fuch and
the like Pagodes, and in ere@ing many large
Refeétories ot Piazza’s,for the Entertainment of
Strangers, Pilgrims, and Travellers. Thefe
Refectories are very numerous throughout the
whole Kingdom,inall Towns and Villages, and
even in the high Ways, at about four Miles di-
ftance, where every one, efpecially during the
great Heats, may freely enter, lodge, and con-
tinve therein as long as he pleafeth, let him
be Heathen or Mahometan, black or white
| C,hriﬁiﬂﬂt
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Of the Indian Kings. v
Chriftian. Moft of the Heathens,if they be byt
in any tolerable good Circumftances, wiil be
at the Charge of Building fuch Houfesor Re-
feftories. Some of them will conftantly keep
and maintain Servants therein, in order to wait
on Travellers, and provide frefh Water for
them; this being ane of the greateft Benefits
in thofe hot Countries.

The King’s Power confifts chiefly in Wealth
and Riches. Hedraws yearly cutof his Domi-
nions above thirey Tuns of Gold in Money : In
his Treafury are faid to be lodged above Thirty
Hundred Thounfand Tuns ot Gold. He keeps oze
Hundred and forty four Elephants in his Army,
trained up for Battle; and above three Hundrea
Horfes, both which are brought to him from fo-
reign Countries. In time of Peace, his Forces
are not confiderable ; but when he engages in
War, he can with his Money raife, in a very
fhort time, a moft numerous Army. °Tis a-
bout ten Years fince he befieged the Town of
Tranquebar with forty Thousfand Men, for the
Space of nine whole Months, from which he

‘would not retire, till they paid him down a

Sum of Money, and agreed to fuch Terms as
he demanded. He isobliged to pay Annually
a very great Sum of Money to the Aogol, tO
whom he is Tributary. Thaus is he no Sove-
reign King, but a Vaffal of the great Afogoi.
And fuch are all the other Kings and Princes
upon the other Coafts, fince they all pay Tri-
bute to the Adogol. |
About a Hundred and forty four Englifi
Miles from hence, isa Kingdom whichis go-

verned by a Queen, as others are by Parlia-
B 4 ments,



R Of the Malabar Lawguage.

ments.  In the ordinary courfe of my reading
Malabar Books, I have met with up and down
{everal Hiftories relating to the former State
and Condition of the Indian Kings, together
with an Account of their Genealegie for the
gpace of fome Thoufand Years. At prefent
there is no Sovereign King in all Eaft-India,
except in the Ifland of Ceylon, who 1s called
Kandiardfha, afld is altogether indeperdent.
The Atalabarians have written many volumi-
nous Books relating the Atchievements and
warlike Exploits of former Kiags, moft of

~ which I am like to purchafe in time. -

The Fourth Queftion :

In what Parts of India 75 the Malabarick Lan< N
guage [poken? Has it any relation to the Arabick,
Perfian, Mogol, or Sinchan Languages?

Anfwer : Eighteen different Languagesare
fpoken among the Malabarick Heathens, of
which the Kerendum, Damul, and W. ardagi, are
the Chief,being moft frequently ufed in Conver-

- {ation and Correfpondence. The Kerendum is
the ordinary Language of the Bramanes, and is
efteemed among the Heatheus, as the Latin is
by the Europeans. The moft vulzar Language
1 the Damul, or the common Malbarick,
fpoke in the gompafs of near three Thoufund twa
Hundred EnglifhMiles,being almoft known every
where, and in many diftant Kingdoms. Upon
this Coaft, the Malsbarick is fpoken in its
greatelt Parity and Perfe@ion : So that Ma-
labarick Books of all forts are written in this

= - & Dlale&-

FRARDHEEA®RE
llllllllll



Of the Malabar Language. e

Diale&t. But at about two Hundred and forfy
Miles diftance, farther vp in the Country, we
meet with another Diale&, and 2 different
Pronunciation, much as there is between the
High-Dutch and Low-Dutch in Europe.  And as
he who knows the Low- Dutch, can pretry well
read and underftand the Fligh- Dutchs o the
Low- Malabarians read in a manner nothing but
what i1s compofed in the high Tiale&®, which
they underftand very well. .

As trom the High-German, many other Lan-
gnages arc derived 3 fo likewife from the
High-Malabarick, divers other Langpages do
ipring up, which a Afalabarian can eafily learn.
And fince the AMalabarick Merchaats, on ac-
count of their Seafaring Trade, make many
Voyages far and near, there is hardly a Sea-
Coaft 1n all India, where this Language is not
heard and fpoken. Yet has it no manner of
Aflinity either with the A4rabick, Perfian, Mo-
gol, or Simeftan Languages, but is a peculiar
Language for it felf, full of Gravityand Pa-
thos : It touches the Ear very agreeably, par-
ticularly if a Man has a good knack of Delivery,
and takes time to pronounce it with Deliberati-

~on. Itis alfo very exact and coptons, as the
German ov Latin ave.  Its Words are fomew hat
difficult to remember, and to pronounce; vet
very eafily to be learned by the help of Gram-
mar-Rules. The reading Part, I think, is al-
moft as difficult as the Reading of the Hebrew.
During my three Years ftay in this Country, I
have hardly read any German or Latin Books,
but have fpent moft of my time, from Morn-
ing till Night, in perufing AMalabarick Coirppo-
| | ures.
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X0 Of the Air, &c.

fures.  In this Language I do alfo difcharge
my Minifterial Labours, and converie by its
means with fuch Heathens asare Natives of
this Coaft ; being now as readily verfed 1n it
as in my own vernacular Tongue. 1 have al-
fo for two Years together writ {everal Books

in the fame. (¢)

B Pt — 1 I i m———  Snp—— D ————
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(c) See Part III. of the Propagation of the Gofpelin
the Eaft, pag. 47. Likewife the Letter writ by the Miffionz-
sies to the Reverend Mr,Lewis, pag.27.
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Containing Anfwers to [uch Queftions as res
late to Phyfick, Qecoromy, and the wnatu-
ral State of the Country,

The Firlt Queftion :

¥ OW s wt withthe Air, Heat, Cold, Day,
§ R and Night? *

Anfwer : "The Alr is different, according to
the different Seafons of the Year. In the
Wonths of Auguft, September, and Ottober, we
have the moft temperate and healthieft Air,
but it is fubjett to change almoft every Day,
blowing 1n the Forenoon from the Land, at-
tended with fome Heat; and in the After-
noon from the Sea, refrefhing every thing a-

gain-
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