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. \ Of the Indian Kings. g
*The manner of fettling vpon this Coaft i<
thus: About fix, feven, eight, nine or tey
Leagues diftance, there is either a Fort, Town
or Village 1nhabited by Europeans , fr(mr:
whence they can enlarge their Trade and
Commerce, and advance it to the furthermoft
Parts of the Ifland5 and this by the Help and
Influence of their Malabarick Servants, and by
virtue of the Bargain every Sea-Port Town of
the Europeans has ftruck up with the neigh-
bouring Heathen Kings.

-+ The Danes had formerly many Settlements,
as well upon this Sea-Coatft, as in divers other
Places in the Eaft-Indies; when now they have
only fome in Beyjalen, and upon the Pepper-
Coaft as they callit: yet they may Sail and
Trafick freelythroughout all /ndie, and Perfia,
and where-ever they pleafe, they being every
where admitted by the Heathen Kings, as well
as by the Europeans; but their Lading runs
for the moft partupon Merchandices they put-
chife from the Moorifh Merchants. ‘Thushave.
both the fsdians and Europeans fome Commu-
nication with the Danifh Colony.

i

The Third Queftion.

How far reacheth the Territory of the II_]dim_
King who borders upon the Colony ? Which is the
Place “of his Refidence? What Power has he ?
What other Kings are there in this great Peninfula
belonging to the Jurifdittion of the great Mogol ?
Are they Sovereigns or V. affals, _&C‘? o .
. Anfwer. The King who reigneth here up-

on the Coalt of Coromandel, has but a fmall Ter-
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6 Of the Tndian Kinas.
ritory, not much. extending above a Hundred
Englifh Miles in Leogth,a nd Seventy 10 Breadth.
Tanjonr is the Name of his Refidence, diftant
about fixty Euglifh Miles from hence. T‘he
Town it felf is pretty large, and encompafled
witha frong Wall: the Caftle or Refidence
very fpacious and magnificent. Befides which,
the King has two other very pleal:aut Caltles,
the firlt being in the Town of Diruwarnr, 8-
bout ¢hirty two Miles from us3 and the fecond, -
on the other fide, in the Town of Diruwirama-
vuder, tmuch about the fame diftance from
hence. He hath feveral other fmaller Caltles,
which he vifiteth but very {eldom, _
There are in the whole Kingdom four forti-
fied Towans or Fortrelles, viz : The Towns of
Tanjour, Pattukotei, about Forty eight Englifb
liles from this Places Mannakowil, ferty
Miles diftant from hence; and the little Sea-
port Town Kalkalatfchéri, but fixteen NMiles
trom hence. Many other large Towns are 1In
this Kingdom, famous on Account of the Pa-
godes they have in them, being ftately and {pa-
cious Buildings. The former Kings have ipa-
red no Coft in raifing and building fuch and
the like Pagodes, and in ere@ing many large
Refeétories ot Piazza’s,for the Entertainment of
Strangers, Pilgrims, and Travellers. Thefe
Refectories are very numerous throughout the
whole Kingdom,inall Towns and Villages, and
even in the high Ways, at about four Miles di-
ftance, where every one, efpecially during the
great Heats, may freely enter, lodge, and con-
tinve therein as long as he pleafeth, let him
be Heathen or Mahometan, black or white
| C,hriﬁiﬂﬂt
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Of the Indian Kings. v
Chriftian. Moft of the Heathens,if they be byt
in any tolerable good Circumftances, wiil be
at the Charge of Building fuch Houfesor Re-
feftories. Some of them will conftantly keep
and maintain Servants therein, in order to wait
on Travellers, and provide frefh Water for
them; this being ane of the greateft Benefits
in thofe hot Countries.

The King’s Power confifts chiefly in Wealth
and Riches. Hedraws yearly cutof his Domi-
nions above thirey Tuns of Gold in Money : In
his Treafury are faid to be lodged above Thirty
Hundred Thounfand Tuns ot Gold. He keeps oze
Hundred and forty four Elephants in his Army,
trained up for Battle; and above three Hundrea
Horfes, both which are brought to him from fo-
reign Countries. In time of Peace, his Forces
are not confiderable ; but when he engages in
War, he can with his Money raife, in a very
fhort time, a moft numerous Army. °Tis a-
bout ten Years fince he befieged the Town of
Tranquebar with forty Thousfand Men, for the
Space of nine whole Months, from which he

‘would not retire, till they paid him down a

Sum of Money, and agreed to fuch Terms as
he demanded. He isobliged to pay Annually
a very great Sum of Money to the Aogol, tO
whom he is Tributary. Thaus is he no Sove-
reign King, but a Vaffal of the great Afogoi.
And fuch are all the other Kings and Princes
upon the other Coafts, fince they all pay Tri-
bute to the Adogol. |
About a Hundred and forty four Englifi
Miles from hence, isa Kingdom whichis go-

verned by a Queen, as others are by Parlia-
B 4 ments,



R Of the Malabar Lawguage.

ments.  In the ordinary courfe of my reading
Malabar Books, I have met with up and down
{everal Hiftories relating to the former State
and Condition of the Indian Kings, together
with an Account of their Genealegie for the
gpace of fome Thoufand Years. At prefent
there is no Sovereign King in all Eaft-India,
except in the Ifland of Ceylon, who 1s called
Kandiardfha, afld is altogether indeperdent.
The Atalabarians have written many volumi-
nous Books relating the Atchievements and
warlike Exploits of former Kiags, moft of

~ which I am like to purchafe in time. -

The Fourth Queftion :

In what Parts of India 75 the Malabarick Lan< N
guage [poken? Has it any relation to the Arabick,
Perfian, Mogol, or Sinchan Languages?

Anfwer : Eighteen different Languagesare
fpoken among the Malabarick Heathens, of
which the Kerendum, Damul, and W. ardagi, are
the Chief,being moft frequently ufed in Conver-

- {ation and Correfpondence. The Kerendum is
the ordinary Language of the Bramanes, and is
efteemed among the Heatheus, as the Latin is
by the Europeans. The moft vulzar Language
1 the Damul, or the common Malbarick,
fpoke in the gompafs of near three Thoufund twa
Hundred EnglifhMiles,being almoft known every
where, and in many diftant Kingdoms. Upon
this Coaft, the Malsbarick is fpoken in its
greatelt Parity and Perfe@ion : So that Ma-
labarick Books of all forts are written in this
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