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R Of the Malabar Lawguage.

ments.  In the ordinary courfe of my reading
Malabar Books, I have met with up and down
{everal Hiftories relating to the former State
and Condition of the Indian Kings, together
with an Account of their Genealegie for the
gpace of fome Thoufand Years. At prefent
there is no Sovereign King in all Eaft-India,
except in the Ifland of Ceylon, who 1s called
Kandiardfha, afld is altogether indeperdent.
The Atalabarians have written many volumi-
nous Books relating the Atchievements and
warlike Exploits of former Kiags, moft of

~ which I am like to purchafe in time. -

The Fourth Queftion :

In what Parts of India 75 the Malabarick Lan< N
guage [poken? Has it any relation to the Arabick,
Perfian, Mogol, or Sinchan Languages?

Anfwer : Eighteen different Languagesare
fpoken among the Malabarick Heathens, of
which the Kerendum, Damul, and W. ardagi, are
the Chief,being moft frequently ufed in Conver-

- {ation and Correfpondence. The Kerendum is
the ordinary Language of the Bramanes, and is
efteemed among the Heatheus, as the Latin is
by the Europeans. The moft vulzar Language
1 the Damul, or the common Malbarick,
fpoke in the gompafs of near three Thoufund twa
Hundred EnglifhMiles,being almoft known every
where, and in many diftant Kingdoms. Upon
this Coaft, the Malsbarick is fpoken in its
greatelt Parity and Perfe@ion : So that Ma-
labarick Books of all forts are written in this
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Of the Malabar Language. e

Diale&t. But at about two Hundred and forfy
Miles diftance, farther vp in the Country, we
meet with another Diale&, and 2 different
Pronunciation, much as there is between the
High-Dutch and Low-Dutch in Europe.  And as
he who knows the Low- Dutch, can pretry well
read and underftand the Fligh- Dutchs o the
Low- Malabarians read in a manner nothing but
what i1s compofed in the high Tiale&®, which
they underftand very well. .

As trom the High-German, many other Lan-
gnages arc derived 3 fo likewife from the
High-Malabarick, divers other Langpages do
ipring up, which a Afalabarian can eafily learn.
And fince the AMalabarick Merchaats, on ac-
count of their Seafaring Trade, make many
Voyages far and near, there is hardly a Sea-
Coaft 1n all India, where this Language is not
heard and fpoken. Yet has it no manner of
Aflinity either with the A4rabick, Perfian, Mo-
gol, or Simeftan Languages, but is a peculiar
Language for it felf, full of Gravityand Pa-
thos : It touches the Ear very agreeably, par-
ticularly if a Man has a good knack of Delivery,
and takes time to pronounce it with Deliberati-

~on. Itis alfo very exact and coptons, as the
German ov Latin ave.  Its Words are fomew hat
difficult to remember, and to pronounce; vet
very eafily to be learned by the help of Gram-
mar-Rules. The reading Part, I think, is al-
moft as difficult as the Reading of the Hebrew.
During my three Years ftay in this Country, I
have hardly read any German or Latin Books,
but have fpent moft of my time, from Morn-
ing till Night, in perufing AMalabarick Coirppo-
| | ures.
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X0 Of the Air, &c.

fures.  In this Language I do alfo difcharge
my Minifterial Labours, and converie by its
means with fuch Heathens asare Natives of
this Coaft ; being now as readily verfed 1n it
as in my own vernacular Tongue. 1 have al-
fo for two Years together writ {everal Books

in the fame. (¢)
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(c) See Part III. of the Propagation of the Gofpelin
the Eaft, pag. 47. Likewife the Letter writ by the Miffionz-
sies to the Reverend Mr,Lewis, pag.27.
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Containing Anfwers to [uch Queftions as res
late to Phyfick, Qecoromy, and the wnatu-
ral State of the Country,

The Firlt Queftion :

¥ OW s wt withthe Air, Heat, Cold, Day,
§ R and Night? *

Anfwer : "The Alr is different, according to
the different Seafons of the Year. In the
Wonths of Auguft, September, and Ottober, we
have the moft temperate and healthieft Air,
but it is fubjett to change almoft every Day,
blowing 1n the Forenoon from the Land, at-
tended with fome Heat; and in the After-
noon from the Sea, refrefhing every thing a-

gain-
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