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X0 Of the Air, &c.

fures.  In this Language I do alfo difcharge
my Minifterial Labours, and converie by its
means with fuch Heathens asare Natives of
this Coaft ; being now as readily verfed 1n it
as in my own vernacular Tongue. 1 have al-
fo for two Years together writ {everal Books

in the fame. (¢)
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(c) See Part III. of the Propagation of the Gofpelin
the Eaft, pag. 47. Likewife the Letter writ by the Miffionz-
sies to the Reverend Mr,Lewis, pag.27.
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Containing Anfwers to [uch Queftions as res
late to Phyfick, Qecoromy, and the wnatu-
ral State of the Country,

The Firlt Queftion :

¥ OW s wt withthe Air, Heat, Cold, Day,
§ R and Night? *

Anfwer : "The Alr is different, according to
the different Seafons of the Year. In the
Wonths of Auguft, September, and Ottober, we
have the moft temperate and healthieft Air,
but it is fubjett to change almoft every Day,
blowing 1n the Forenoon from the Land, at-
tended with fome Heat; and in the After-
noon from the Sea, refrefhing every thing a-

gain-
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Of the Air, &c. 1%
gain. In November, :Dﬁcfmbfrj and part of F s
puary, a weﬁf.:rl,y Wind reign_eth, cauling no-
thing but Rain, and very often ftormy Wea-
ther, with a little Cold and Eroft.

In the midlt of Fanuary to the End of April
bloweth again a very temperate Wind : Bug
from Aday, to the latter End of Fuly, we are
incommoded with a very ftrong, unhealthy, and
hot Wind, blowing trom the Land, which oce
cafloneth various Difeafes among the A44l4ba-
reans as Well as the Ewropeans. This Wind
carrieth with it fo violent and fcorching a Heat,
that one would think it came blowing out of
a fiery Furpace. Looking upwards to the
sky, we can difcern nothing but Sand, which
the Wind drives in Heaps into the Houfes-
Walking 1n the Street, a Man can hardly o-
pen his Eyes, and he muft wade through the
Wind, as through a Stream of Water. Duriag
this obnoxious Wind, 1 am alwaysvery much
indifpofed,being brought by it toa meer Skele-
ton: Ican hardly fetch my Breath, nor do I
feel the leaft Perfpiration of Sweat. Againit
this Inconveniency, I have this Year preferv-
ed my felt very much, by the Help of fome
European Liquors, which 1 found my felf ob=
liged to ufe every Day.

Concerning the Heat, it is {trongeft in the
Months of February, Marchy, April, May, and
Fuly. The Drefs of the Malabarians 1s {0 light
and eafie, that it does not incommode them ag
all. They are much given to walhing, or bathing
them{elves in cold Water. They have alwaysa
fort of a Fan,wherewith they Air themfelves :
And to prevent the Sun’s fcorching them too

' - much,
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12 Of the Air, &c.

much, theylay a Cloth on the Crown of their
Head plaited into many Folds. Befides this,
they have on their High-ways, at every two or
three E??gh:ﬂ? Miles Diftance. a rcﬂiﬁg Place, or
Refeflory,whereinthey may retire and cool them-
felves. ~ Daring the greateft Heat, viz : from
Twelve to Two a Cleck, they ufe to fleep or fit
down in the Shade. ' :

As for the white Europeans, they are confide-
rably more molefted by this Heat, - as wearing
not only more Cloaths upon them, but adding
alfo to this outward Heat, an inward one, by
indulging themf{elves 1n all forts of ftrong and
hot Liquors. However, in their Houfes they
can guard themfelves pretty well froman ex-
ceflive Heat. When they {it or lay down,
they have always cold Water {prinkled about
them, and keep nothing on but {fome thin un-
der Cloaths, whilft their Servants or Slaves do
at the {fame time continually ventilate or fan
the Air. When they go abroad, they have a
Somprair,or Ombrella, {wayed over their Head,
to affwage the burning of the Sun. At Noon,
trom Twelve to Twe a Clock, they conform
to the. Cuftom of the Land, and betake
themielves to reft.  Thus they do, at lealt
in fome meafure, fecure themfelves from the
confuming Heat. ‘-

As for my felf, the greater the Heat is, the
better 1 enjoy my Health; it agreeing fo well
with my Conftitution, that I feldom as yet felt
any Inconventency by it: Nay, I fhould find it
rather fomewhat ftrange, if I fhould happen
o return to Earope again in a cold, and chilly
Winter. | 5

-
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Of the .Ai:?", ZCs 17

Touching the Cold in this Country, ’tis
{fuch, that few have reafon to complain of it ;
The Europeans efpecially enjoy their Health
beft whilft the rainy Seafon continueth, which

eginneth the latter End of Oftober, and
lafteth to the Beginning of fannary. As the
Rains in Europe are generally attended with a
cool and refrefhing Air, fo are they here :
But then does this cooling Air more piach and
pierce our Bodies here, than perhaps a fharp
Winter-Seafon will do in Exrope : The Reafon
whereof 1 fuppofe to be the violent Heat we
commonly endure, before the cold or rainy
Seafon breaketh in upon us 3 and which open-
eth the Pores of the Body to that Degree,
that the cold Air fucceeding that Heat, doth

more f{enfibly touch us, than it would do, were

the Pores kept clofed, as they are in Eurgpe.
Hence it is, that we are very fond of a good
warm Bed, and warm Cloaths, whilft the rainy
Seafon continueth. We have, however, no
riced of Stoves, Ovens, or Chimneys, tc wari
our {elves; it having never yet been {o cold,
as to make us ftand in need of thefe-or the
like Meanstogetusa Heat. But our Nights,even
in the warmeft Seafon, are oftentimes {o very
cold, that at my rifingin the Morning, I have
now and then found my Feet very fiff 5 parti-
cularly when they happen’d to lie nncovered.
Othersagain, when they awake 1n the Morning,
ate often quite fhrunk together, and as It
were half dead, having lain expofed to the o-
pen Air and uncovered. Yet after all, the
cold Seafon is the moft agreeable, and_ the molit
delightful Time of the Year, refrefhing [e}'{ery
| i ey | URZ,



i4 Of the Diet, &c.

thing, making it green and blooming, and

vielding a moft delicious Scent, as It doth In

Europe in the Spring-time. | .
The AMalabarians however complain only of

the cold Seafon, as bringing the greateit Incon-

veniencies upon them; which cannot be o-

therwife, fince they wear but a fingle thin
Cloth, not thick enough to keep off the Cold,

or to refift the Rain. And truly, if they did
not ply their Work at {uch a time, to get
themielvesa Heat, they wonld be fadly pinch-
ed.with Cold, as the idle Fellows ufe to be in
Eunrope when i}: 1S vVery cold.
Days and Nightsare here pretty near of an
“equal Length ; butthe Days are however fome-
what fhorter when the Sun is neareft to the
Tropic of Cancer, or the Tropic of Capricorn,
which however doth not long continue.

The Second Queftion :

What is therr P?‘HPEJ"IDI'L’I? How do the Buro-
peans Drefs themfelves? What Febitations

and Houfes have they? Is it expenfive or cheap
to live there?

Anfwer : The Malabarians live upon boiled
Rice, with fome Fifh, Ailk, or fome green
Herbs.  This is their ordinary Diet, together -
with fome Betel Areck, which ferves them in-
ftead of fweet-Meats. The Moors, or Adabo-
metans, feed belides this upon Flefh, Fowls,
Hares, and all forts of roafted and other deli-
cate Meats. The jgreat and wealthy among
the Adoors, entertain their Guefts with a hoge

5 B o s
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Of the Diet, &c. 13
Piece of Amber of a vaft Value: It is like 2
great Dutch Cheefe, of which every Gueft ta-
keth buta very {mall Crumb. The white Ex-

vopeans €At Rice, Bread, Fifh, Fowls, Birds,

Pork, Beefy Hares, Vaal, Mutton, Goats, Eggs,
Hfrb.f, and all {forts of Roots and Greens.
They can prepare here above three Fundred
different {forts of Difhes, and are in no want
either of Vittuals, or of high feafoned Sauces ;,
with this difference only, that the Viftuals
are ot near fo nourtfhing or fucculent as they
are 1n Europe.

Bread 1s very {carce in thefe Parts, we hav-
ing no Wheat here but what is brought us
from Europe or Bemjalen. Thofe that will
drink Ewuropean Liquors at their Meals, may
eafily {pend eight Dollars a Month for Drink
and Victuals : But if they will content them-
felves with Water, and fuch Difhes as are pre-
pared of Rige, as our Soldiers do, then the Diet
cannot ftand aMan inabove twoDollars a Month,
or three at fartheft. Formerly, a Malabarim:
could make fhift to live upon half 4 Dollar, or
three Parts of a Dollar 3 when at prefent, an
entir€ Dollar or Crown will hardly maintain
him a Month. The Reafon muft be afcribed
to the extraordinary Dearnefs of Rice: About

fexteen Years ago, Twenty four Mediden or

fmall Rice-Meafures were fold for about four
or fix Pence Eunglifh; when at this time, we
can get no more than three Meafures and a balf
for the fame Price. And indeed, every thing
1s confiderably dearer to what it was former-
ly. This caufeth great Lamentations and

~Qomplaiats amopg the common fort of Peo-

g e E e - R e E——
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16 0P the\Drofsy &6
ple. of whom, many have hitherto perithed
with Want and Hunger. |

The Europeans drefs themfelves here as they
do in Europe, every one according to the Fa-
fhion of his own Country 3 but during the
hot Seafon, they wear only fome_very*light
filken Eaff-India Stufi. ld the rainy Seafon,
a good Coat made ot European Cloth will do
no diflervice: I have hitherto wore my felf a
Cloak and Coat of Cloth, and tound much
Benefit by it, finceit fecures me both againfb
the Heat and Cold of this Country.

As for the Natives themftlves; many of
them go naked, covering only their Privities
with a {mall Piece of Cloth: Others go but
half covered; and fome are quite drefled,
efpecially the Women.  Though their Drefs
be but mean and indifferent, yet do they often
difcover a deal of Pride and Vanity by it.
Such as converfe with Europeans, ufe to put on
clean Cloaths once or twice a Week.

The Habitations of the black Heathens are
very different. Poor People build their Cot-
tages of a Clayifh Earth, and cover them af-
terwards with Straw. The Rich and better
fort raife their Houfes with ‘Brick, and con-
trive them {o conveniently, that they may {it
themfelves down both within and without,
though they have neither Chairs nor Bench-
es. They bhave alfo Light cnough to fee
Zy., though their Houfes be without Win-

OWSS. |
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Of the Animals, &c.
The Houfes of the Europeans are all byl of

pure Stone, but then they are only o
high, fo that the Cover of the Houfe

the Ceilings of the Rooms, which the
ten and paint with many differept Colo

maketh
y whi-
urs.

The Third Queftion.

What forts of rare Creatures are there 2 What
Plants and Rarities doth the Country produce?

What degree of Cold is there in the Winter ?
And  how Zoﬁg doth 1t coutinne ? Do the

Plants continne green all the Year round ?

Anfwer :  Hete are ¢Xtraordinary great
Elephants, well inured to War 5 but they are
brought to us from Ceylon, and other Places.
We have a fort of rare Stags, as {mall as a
young FHare 1n Europe, which however, have
their compleat Horns, and never grow bigger.
Our black-fighting  Goats fight fo furiouily,
that one would think,they muft prefently knock
out one another’s Brains; but their Heads be-
ing as hard as Iron, they never give over till one
of them isat laft killed upon the Spot, or {averh
himfelf by Flight, When they are preparing
to hght, they take Place at fome diltagca
from one another, and then turning to the
Charge, they fight in fuch Order as they have
been taught.

Upon this Coaft are neither Woods nor Fo-
relts, and confequently, it does not breed
many wild Creatures : But int the vaft Domi-
nions of the Augol are many great Forefts,
ftock’d with abundance of rare Animals, whofe

C Names
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18 Of Trees, Fruits, &c. .
Names I find exprefled in AMalabarick Books,

but forbear fetting them down at prefent,
fince 1 never had a fight of thofe Creatures,

and fo do not know how they are fhaped.
We have alfo divers forts of rare Birds, as
different Parrots, black-ftreaked Nightingals,
very fine Peacocks, Paradife-Birds, and Anas-

Birds, which are worfhipped by th_e Mgtabmi-
ans. There are many more of this Kind, e-

fteemed by the Heathens as facred Birds, and

are had in Veneration accordingly.
I proceed now to Trees, and Fruits of the

Earth. They are quite different from-thofe in
Europe, and 1 do not remember | ever have
feen either a Tree or Fruit refembling thofe
in Europe. The beft Fruits for eating are the
Figs, called, Ananas, Manges, Cojavves, Coco=
Nuts, and the like. Whatever this Soil pro-
duceth, be it never {fo common with us, would
certainly pafs for a Rarity in Europe. Buthow
is it poflible to number all thofe Rarities, and
take them down 1n Writing ? What the Ex-
ropeans call Winter, 1s called here the Rainy-Ses-
fon 5 whofe Cold is not:properly a Cold, but a
frefh Air only, and holdeth commonly but
two Months and a half. This Year we have
had no Rainy-Seafon at all, which has caufed a
- great Scarcity of all manner of Fruits. All
Greens, and other Garden-Stuffs, continue
green all the Year round, and are never more
green and lively than during the Rainy-Seafon,
which falls out when you have Winterin Eu-
vope. Our Trees are clad with Leaves and
Bloffoms throvghout all the Year, as is like-

- wife



Of Drinkables, &ec, 19

wife the Soil that produces them. We have
alfo rwo regular Harvefts, or Reaping S¢afons,
every Year,

The Fourth Queftion.

| What do tbe_y drink tbers", PVI'W, Beery or
Water ?

/i’?ffmer ¢ All manner of Liquors fit for
drinking, are fomew hat fcarce in Jndiz. There
Is Water enough to he had, ’tis true, but not
without Money. We payabout Three-pence a Day
Englifh for Water for the Ufe of our Houfe.
Thofe that either cannot or will not go to the
Price of it, may chufe to drink Salt-Water,
or walk themfelves to thofe Wells or Sprines
that afford goed Water. Butfince thofe Wells
are but rarely to be met with, the general
Part of the Malabarians living in the Country,
are forced to drink Pond, or River. Water.

Befides Tea-Water, which doth very good
Service in this Country, we have feveral forts
of Liquors, called dreck and Finchen : The
ficlt of thefe isa kind of Brandy, and the o-
ther a fort of fmall Wine; but I have not yet
tatted either the one or the other. The Juice
of C’ﬂca-Trew,' known here by the Name of
Suere, and not unlike to that Beer in Germany
whichiscalled Brybane,is prettycommon in thefe
Parts.  Qur Coco- Nuts contain in them a frefh
and cooling Water, which in the Hot-Seafon
moft effeGtually quencheth the Thirft. One
may have alfo AMilk of Cows, Sheepy and Goats,

throughoyt the Country. The Europeans are
C 2 - fond



20 Of Drinkables, &C. i
fond of their own Country-Liquors, Which
indeed do beft agree with their Conftituti-
on, provided they keep within Compafs and
Moderation. For this Reafon, abundance of

European Liquors are yearly imported into this
Country, amounting to the Value of many

Thonfand Rix-Dollars. We are not only fup-
plied with Rbenifh, but alfo French and Spanifh
Wines; with Brunfwic-Mum, with Variety
of Beers fent from Lubeck, Wifmar, Zerbft,
England, Denmark, &c. together with great
Quantities of Wine fhipped offat the Cape of
Good- Hope.
. As for Brun[wic- Mum, it doth the beft Ser-
vice in this Country : One Spoonful of this
Beer being wixed, by way ofa Tin&ure, with
aGlafs of beiledSugar-Beer,will make it drink as
freth and good as ifit had but juft been brew-
ed 1n Epz:mpe. So that with oze Bottle of Munnz,
one may tincure about rwenty Bottles of
Sugar-Beer, and make it good and palatable.
This is the moft common Liquor in this Place,
and is called by the Name of Shamprade.
Necither are we here without French Bran-
dy ; which, though it be very dear, is reckon-
ed however to be very wholfome for thofe
that drink much Water, This Country pro-
doceth no Wine ; only [ have feen and taft-
ed at Nagapatnam, a Place belonging to the
Dutch, iome fine and large Bunches of Grapes;
of which the Governour there ufeth to fend
Prefents to Tranguebar, where they are looked
upon as great Raritigs. -

The




Of Trade and Employment, &c. g

The Fift'h_ Queftion.
By what' Means do the Malabarians get
their Livelihood ?

Aﬂﬁver s Some Of the Mﬁlﬁbﬁ?fﬂﬂj main-
tain themfelves by Trade and Commerce :
others by the Plow ; others again by Handy-
craft Work, and other Labour and Bufinefs of
that Nature. In fuch Sea-port Towns as
Tranguebar, Trade is far greater, and every
thing more plentiful, than in any other Parts
of the Country. Thofe that can and will
Work, find Employment enongh to geta
Livelihood. There are no Beggars to be feen
among them except the Faguiers, (d) who pre-
tend, that - for the better ferving of the

- Gods, they have denied all their Friends and
Relations, their Houfes and Eftates, their
Wives and Children; and fuch have fome
Rice given them wherever they come.

There are many rich and great Men among
the Malabarians ;5 but for the generality they
are poor, or of midling Circumftances. The
chief Handy-craft Trades among - them are,
Linnen-Weavers, Shoe-makers, Taylors, Knit-
ters of Stockings, Dyers, Painters, Mafons,

' Ci3 Car-

' (d) TﬁVEI’Hi@I’ reZ!.r ({2 tké‘?‘f" are in I';JE II‘lLJl.iES ﬂ&"ﬂ#r
Eight Hundred Thoufand Mahometan Faguml‘s, and
Twel,ve Hunc_lxjed Thgufand Paran Faqmers, 0r o=
]ﬁﬂtﬁ?_‘)’ Bﬁ'gg;;ry 3 wbere be mﬁ fJ‘DE.*:rkI ar [ﬂ?‘ge af thelr
ﬁ?ﬁ Rrﬁ' and Rellgion, Sge Book 111, qf biy Indian Foy-
ages, Chap. =, gud 8.




22 Of Thander, Hail, &c. P
Carpenters, Joiners, Potters, Gold{miths,
Brafiers, Ironmongers, & c. and foyne.work in
Chalk and Lime-Houfes, in Brickilns, and
Glafs- Houfes, where Glafs-Bracelets are made.

There are Phyficians, Surgeons, Barbers,
Bxchangers of Money, ¢¢. 1 may truly fay;
the Malabarians are as expert and ready 1n

their feveral Trades and Arts as any Nation
in Europe, and are able to 1mitate almoit every

thing rhat cometh to their Hands, and relateth

to their Profeflion. '
Their Women maintain themfelves by Spin-

ning of Wool, grinding of Rices by felling of
 Cheefe, Milk, Butter and Fifh; by baking

Cakes, fetching and carrying of Water ; by

putting themfelves out to Service, &e.

The Sixth Queftion.

Are [trong Rains, Thunder, Haily Snow, and
Rain-bows, very common in India?

Anfwer : It often does not rain for four
or five Months together, efpecially during the
hot Seafon of the Year, that one muft won-
der how it is poffible any Sprig or Grafs can
put forth under fo long and .confuming a
Drought. And truly we fhould have but a
forry Crep, were it not for a great deal of
Water which, in the dry Seafon, gufhes forth
out of the high Countries, and difcharging it
felf upon the whole Coalt of Coromandel, ren-
ders it green and froitful. This Water un-
doubtedly floweth from fome Countries where
the Rainy-Sgafon hgs been, As foon as it 1‘635111;

€t
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Of Thander, Rains, &c. 23
eth our Coalt, every Country-Man, whofe
Land 1t approacheth, turns it to his owp
Ground ; and after having thoroughly watered
it, lets 1t pafs on to his Neighbour. In thjs
manner the whole Coaft is overflown and re-
frefhed with Water, till at laft it emptieth it
felf into the Sea. ,

Whenever this Flood happens to be kept
back fora whole Twelve-Month together, it
cauleth a great Scarcity of all Eatables: But
when it comes, it comes with fo abounding a
Plenty, that it doth not only lay the Land un-
der Water, but rifeth about two Foot high
above it, that one would think, it muft ei-
ther emtirely rot, or at leaft ftifle the Growth
of the Seed. However, I have obferved, that
the Crop never appears more promifing, than
after 1t has been covered a while with this
Water, which carries a very nourifhing Virtue
with it. . N | '

In the Months of Oober and November, we
geaerally have Rains and Storms.  Thander
and Lightnings are very common in India
throughout the whole Year, and are obferved
to be far more violent than in Europe. There
palleth feldom a Year, wherein Thunder or
Lightning doth not do fome Hurt or other.
Had it not been for the merciful Providence
of God, our whole Caftle had been blown up
laft Year by the Thunder and Lightning, which
falling next to the Magazine of Powder, expo-

- fed every thing to the greateft Danger.

As for Swow, there is none to be feen here :

~And the Malabarians do not know what to
make of it when they hear of the Depth of
| G 4 Stiow
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24 Of the Fewel, Wood, &¢.

Snow in Europe, and of the Water froze into
Jce. The Appearance of Rain-Bows happens
very often, called by the Malabarians, Indirav-
villa. They pretend to know, that there 15 a-
nother World above us, wherein Dewa Indiren
fways the Sceptre. When it thunders, they fay,

that this Ring is at War with his Neighbours,
and that the Rain-Bow is his Shooting-Bow,

But this is the Opinion of the Vulgar only,
and of the ignorant fort of People, who take

in Things upon truft, without any farther En-
auirv. Their Scholars and Naturalifts have a
far better knack in Reafoning, and know ve-
ry well what Caufe to affign for thefe and the
like Contingencies that happen in Nature.

The Seventh Queftion.

What [ort of Wood ufe they for Firing?
What Qil, or Tallow for their Candles?

Anfwer : The Europeans,as well as Malaba-
rians, ufe for their Kitching-Fire nothing but
dried Cow-dung, made up in {fmall round Cakes,
called by the Natives, Praten. They have al-
fo fome fmall Wood, which is daily carried
3bout§h¢ Streets to be fold, but it 1s fomewhat

ear.

Concerning Timber for Building, ’tis ima
ported from Europe, or from fome other
Place In India, and is confequently fold at a
high Rate, A Board of a middling Size, is
hardly fold under five Dollars; and a Piece
of Timber for about fifreen.  This obligeth
ghem to build their Houfes moftly of Brick,

' Q4



Of Agriculture, &c. 29

0il they have in abundance, and extraor.
dinary cheap, not drawn from Olives or Tur-
nip Seed, but prefled out of another Fruit and
Seed, much like unto the European Muftard,
It is called El#, but hitherto unknown to
me. Wax-Candles may be had for a mode-
rate Price, and much cheaper than in Europe,
there being Multitudes of Bees {warming every
where in the Country. '

The Eighth Queftion.
Do they Till the Ground ? What doth it produce 3

Anfwert They do Tillit. This Coaft be-
ing extremely fertile, it is able to furnith other
neighbouring Countries with Corn. That
which groweth here moft plentifully, is our
Nellu or Rice, and 1s vfed for the fame pur-
pofe asthe Corn is in Euxrope. It groweth al-
moft like Afillet, or Hirfe in Germany, and
often beareth an Hundred-fold. The Fields
are Plowed and Harrowed after the manner of
Europe. In the Reaping Time, all 1s cut down
with a Sickle, and being carried together in
Heaps, they ftrike a Floor in the midft of
the Field, and Threfh it. If there remain-

~ eth any thing 1n the Stalks, their Cows and
Oxen muft tread it out.

Befides the Arable Ground, they have alfo
fine Paftures and Meadows for Cattle. Hor-
fes are very {carce among them. They have
great Numbers of Affes, Puffeloes, and divers
Kinds of Cows and Oxen. Such of the Malaba-
vians as make it their Bufinefs to till and

' nde-
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26  Of the Age of the Malabarians.

manure the Land, are held here in great E-
fteem, and are not near o contemptibly ufed as
the poor Plow-Men in Europe. 1 have In my
Hands fome Malabarick Compofures, delcant-
ing upon the Excellency of a Ruftical State,
together witha Copy of Verfes made on every

Branch of 3 Husbandman’s Life,

The Ninth Queftion.

To what Age do the Malabarians commonly
attain

Anfwer ;: Some of the Malabarians attain
to a far greater Age than perhaps you may
find in Ewurope. The Reafon whereof is un-
doubtedlv to be afcribed to the good Diet
they obferve in Eating and Drinking, fince
they feed on nothing but what is Simple and
Natural: When, on the contrary, the Euro«

~peans baving but little regard to a moderate
Diet, overcharge themielves with Variety of
high-feafoned Difhes,and fo confiderably weaken
their Nature, Many very old Men and Wo-
men are found among the Heathensy and yet
ftill nimble enough to go about their Bufinefs,

In their Hiftories, one may read many fa-
bulous Relations of the uncommon Age of the
Malabarians; and I heard but lately, that one
of their holy Men bas already attained an Age
of four Hundred Years, and that none can tell
by whom he is fupplied with Vi&tuals. And
there 1s a Mountain, eight Days Journey from
hence, out of which, they fay, none that en-
tercthin it doth ever return, but lives eternal-

ly
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Of their Way of Writing. %
ly in Company I’E’ith the holy Prophets, wha
have their Habitations there.

[ have my felf converfed with fome that
were above a Hundred Years old, and as yet
of a fonnd and perfe&t Underftanding,. How-
ever, the AMalabarians fare no better in this
refpe@ than other Nations do in the Univerfe;
ince Abundance both of young and middle-
aged People are daily cut off in the very
Bloom and Strength of their Years. '

The Tenth Queltion.

The Palm-Leaves, ar Books you have [ent to
BEurope, are they writ with Pen and Ink, or
are they engraven with an Iron Pencil 2 And
can you your [elves write in this manner ?

Anfwer ¢ The Malabarians do not know
how to handle Pen and Ink, but they take the
Palm-Leaf in the' Left, asd an Iron Stuile or
Pencil in the right Hand, and write with it
as faft as we do with Pen and Paper: Yet it
requireth a great deal of Patience and Exercile,
to write with fo heavy a Pencil every Day,
and from Morning to Night, and to hold the
Palm-Leaf in the left Hand, withount lay-
ing or refting the fame onany thingatall.

On their left Thumb they have a pretty long
Nail with a Nook cutin it. To this they fa-
ften the fharp End of the Pencil, whilft the
npper-end is held by the Fingers of the right
Hand ; the Olie, or Palm-Leaf, they hold
with the four Fingers of the left-Hand, and
_Put[;ing thg Thumb? which {upports the Pﬁ{ll:-

cil,
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cil, on the Top of the Leaf, they move it for-
wards tilla Line is finithed, after which, they
take back the Leaf, and begin another. I can
write indeed in the {fame manner, as the A7z-
dabarians do 5 but {ince I have no great Occafi-
on for it, {whilft I can diltate every thing to
a Malabarick Writer,) I have made noextraerdi-
nary Proficiency in this Piece of Curiofity. How-
ever, I do not queftion, butl fhould be as nim-
ble a Writer as a Malabarian, if 1 did but han-
dle my Leaf and Pencil for a whole Week to-
gether, in order to ufe my Fingers to this
Exercife.

The Letters on the Paim-Leaves look black,
and the Leaves themfelves yellowith: The
Caufe of which is, a fort of Oil mixed with
Saffron, Tinder, and other Ingredients of a
blackening Nature. This Oil rendereth both
the Book durable, and the Writing legible,
when without it, all would appear white, and
the Reading prove very difficult to thofe that
were not well-acquainted withit. This black-
ifh Colour is alfo a great Comfort to the Eye
and truly, had it not been by this Means, the
conftant Perufal of fo many Malabarick Wri-
tings would have long fince impaired my Sight.

The Eleventh Queftion.

Do you make ufe of fuch Books among the Ma-

labarians, and can they read this fors of written
Leaves? ‘

: Anfwer ; This Way of writing Books, has
OtCn 1n ufe among the Adalabarians for fome
Thﬁll;*-f'

CIELTLE T
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Of School s, Books, &c. Ay
Thoufand Years together. They have in al
their Cities, Market-Towns, and Villages,
{ettled Schools, wherein their Youth is taught
to- Read and to Write, though there are but
few that attain to any Perfe@ion, either in
the one, or in the other. The Reafon {eems to
be, becaufe no lefs than fix Years Study is
required to make a Man perfeé& in both.
There is, it may be, but one in a Thoufand
that can both read and write. And again:
Among a Thoufand that can read and write,
you will find but very few arrived to fuch a
Degree of Scholarfhip, as to perform it readily,
and without Hefitation.

Their Women are not kept to School at all,
and confequently remain 1gnorant in either,
except a few of them, fingled out to attend
the Service of the Idols 1n their Pagodes.

- Thefe are called tor that Reafon, the Servants

IIIIIIIIII

of the Gods. They ufually learn to Read, Write,
and to Sizg 3 and apply themfelves to attain
the learned Malabarick, or the Language of
the Bramans.  Many of thefe Girls are of
good Parts, and quick of Apprehenfion.
Much more could be faid here of the Books
of this Nation; butl refer the Reader to my
Bibliotheca Afalabarica, fent to Eurepe {ome
time fince, and dedicated to the Reverend D.
Lutkins, at Copenhagern; wherein I have drawn
up a pretty long Catalogue of their Books or
Compofures, and made fome fhort Annotati-
ons concerning the Contents and _Authors of
them, and the Time wherein the Books were
f"opofed to be wrige s
’ s
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30 Of their Books, Artsy &C.
As for thofe Arts and Sciences that flourifi
in Europe; 1 can aflure you, the Malabarians
' do not come behind in any Branch of Learn-
ing. They teach Theology, called by them,
Weda Saftirum s their Ethick 18 called, Grara
Saftirums, and their Logick, or ATt of Arguing,
Dakka Saftirum : Their Oratory 18 ﬂ:yl;d, Sadu-
ria Saflirnm ‘and thelr Peetry, Pdnﬁ?mletﬁrbims
Saftirum : Thelr Philofophy, taken 1n a large
Senfe, is termed, Loga Saftirum; and theilr
Phyfick is exprefled by Pums Saftirum : They
call Geogiraphy, by the Name of, Puwana Safti-
qum and their knowledge in Phyfick, by that
of Waiddia Saftirum: Their Politicks go un-
der the Name of, Nidi Saftirum; and their
Mathematicks, under that of, Soderifbia Saffi
yum :  Their _Affronomy is known by the Name
of, Nat(hettirum parkira Saftirum 3 and their Ge-
omancy, by that of Samoftrigei Saftirum: M=
fick 1s called with them, Parada Saftirum 3
Chymiftry, 15 noted by, Rafhawiddei ; and
Geometry 18 nawmed, Kennida Saftirunm.
Thoufands of fuch Arts and Sciewces are 1n
Vogue among their Lizerati or Scholars; but 1
forbear to fpecifie more at prefent. More par-
ticularly (which i1s to be lamented! ) are they
acquainted with fuch Ares and Ayfteries as
{pring up from Sin, and lead to Sin. 1t 1s afto-
nifhing to fee what Mafters of Witcheraft there
are in this Nation. g
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