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Of their Way of Writing. %
ly in Company I’E’ith the holy Prophets, wha
have their Habitations there.

[ have my felf converfed with fome that
were above a Hundred Years old, and as yet
of a fonnd and perfe&t Underftanding,. How-
ever, the AMalabarians fare no better in this
refpe@ than other Nations do in the Univerfe;
ince Abundance both of young and middle-
aged People are daily cut off in the very
Bloom and Strength of their Years. '

The Tenth Queltion.

The Palm-Leaves, ar Books you have [ent to
BEurope, are they writ with Pen and Ink, or
are they engraven with an Iron Pencil 2 And
can you your [elves write in this manner ?

Anfwer ¢ The Malabarians do not know
how to handle Pen and Ink, but they take the
Palm-Leaf in the' Left, asd an Iron Stuile or
Pencil in the right Hand, and write with it
as faft as we do with Pen and Paper: Yet it
requireth a great deal of Patience and Exercile,
to write with fo heavy a Pencil every Day,
and from Morning to Night, and to hold the
Palm-Leaf in the left Hand, withount lay-
ing or refting the fame onany thingatall.

On their left Thumb they have a pretty long
Nail with a Nook cutin it. To this they fa-
ften the fharp End of the Pencil, whilft the
npper-end is held by the Fingers of the right
Hand ; the Olie, or Palm-Leaf, they hold
with the four Fingers of the left-Hand, and
_Put[;ing thg Thumb? which {upports the Pﬁ{ll:-

cil,



o8 OF the Malabarian Books.
cil, on the Top of the Leaf, they move it for-
wards tilla Line is finithed, after which, they
take back the Leaf, and begin another. I can
write indeed in the {fame manner, as the A7z-
dabarians do 5 but {ince I have no great Occafi-
on for it, {whilft I can diltate every thing to
a Malabarick Writer,) I have made noextraerdi-
nary Proficiency in this Piece of Curiofity. How-
ever, I do not queftion, butl fhould be as nim-
ble a Writer as a Malabarian, if 1 did but han-
dle my Leaf and Pencil for a whole Week to-
gether, in order to ufe my Fingers to this
Exercife.

The Letters on the Paim-Leaves look black,
and the Leaves themfelves yellowith: The
Caufe of which is, a fort of Oil mixed with
Saffron, Tinder, and other Ingredients of a
blackening Nature. This Oil rendereth both
the Book durable, and the Writing legible,
when without it, all would appear white, and
the Reading prove very difficult to thofe that
were not well-acquainted withit. This black-
ifh Colour is alfo a great Comfort to the Eye
and truly, had it not been by this Means, the
conftant Perufal of fo many Malabarick Wri-
tings would have long fince impaired my Sight.

The Eleventh Queftion.

Do you make ufe of fuch Books among the Ma-

labarians, and can they read this fors of written
Leaves? ‘

: Anfwer ; This Way of writing Books, has
OtCn 1n ufe among the Adalabarians for fome
Thﬁll;*-f'
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