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o8 OF the Malabarian Books.
cil, on the Top of the Leaf, they move it for-
wards tilla Line is finithed, after which, they
take back the Leaf, and begin another. I can
write indeed in the {fame manner, as the A7z-
dabarians do 5 but {ince I have no great Occafi-
on for it, {whilft I can diltate every thing to
a Malabarick Writer,) I have made noextraerdi-
nary Proficiency in this Piece of Curiofity. How-
ever, I do not queftion, butl fhould be as nim-
ble a Writer as a Malabarian, if 1 did but han-
dle my Leaf and Pencil for a whole Week to-
gether, in order to ufe my Fingers to this
Exercife.

The Letters on the Paim-Leaves look black,
and the Leaves themfelves yellowith: The
Caufe of which is, a fort of Oil mixed with
Saffron, Tinder, and other Ingredients of a
blackening Nature. This Oil rendereth both
the Book durable, and the Writing legible,
when without it, all would appear white, and
the Reading prove very difficult to thofe that
were not well-acquainted withit. This black-
ifh Colour is alfo a great Comfort to the Eye
and truly, had it not been by this Means, the
conftant Perufal of fo many Malabarick Wri-
tings would have long fince impaired my Sight.

The Eleventh Queftion.

Do you make ufe of fuch Books among the Ma-

labarians, and can they read this fors of written
Leaves? ‘

: Anfwer ; This Way of writing Books, has
OtCn 1n ufe among the Adalabarians for fome
Thﬁll;*-f'

CIELTLE T

IIIIIIIII



Of School s, Books, &c. Ay
Thoufand Years together. They have in al
their Cities, Market-Towns, and Villages,
{ettled Schools, wherein their Youth is taught
to- Read and to Write, though there are but
few that attain to any Perfe@ion, either in
the one, or in the other. The Reafon {eems to
be, becaufe no lefs than fix Years Study is
required to make a Man perfeé& in both.
There is, it may be, but one in a Thoufand
that can both read and write. And again:
Among a Thoufand that can read and write,
you will find but very few arrived to fuch a
Degree of Scholarfhip, as to perform it readily,
and without Hefitation.

Their Women are not kept to School at all,
and confequently remain 1gnorant in either,
except a few of them, fingled out to attend
the Service of the Idols 1n their Pagodes.

- Thefe are called tor that Reafon, the Servants
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of the Gods. They ufually learn to Read, Write,
and to Sizg 3 and apply themfelves to attain
the learned Malabarick, or the Language of
the Bramans.  Many of thefe Girls are of
good Parts, and quick of Apprehenfion.
Much more could be faid here of the Books
of this Nation; butl refer the Reader to my
Bibliotheca Afalabarica, fent to Eurepe {ome
time fince, and dedicated to the Reverend D.
Lutkins, at Copenhagern; wherein I have drawn
up a pretty long Catalogue of their Books or
Compofures, and made fome fhort Annotati-
ons concerning the Contents and _Authors of
them, and the Time wherein the Books were
f"opofed to be wrige s
’ s
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30 Of their Books, Artsy &C.
As for thofe Arts and Sciences that flourifi
in Europe; 1 can aflure you, the Malabarians
' do not come behind in any Branch of Learn-
ing. They teach Theology, called by them,
Weda Saftirum s their Ethick 18 called, Grara
Saftirums, and their Logick, or ATt of Arguing,
Dakka Saftirum : Their Oratory 18 ﬂ:yl;d, Sadu-
ria Saflirnm ‘and thelr Peetry, Pdnﬁ?mletﬁrbims
Saftirum : Thelr Philofophy, taken 1n a large
Senfe, is termed, Loga Saftirum; and theilr
Phyfick is exprefled by Pums Saftirum : They
call Geogiraphy, by the Name of, Puwana Safti-
qum and their knowledge in Phyfick, by that
of Waiddia Saftirum: Their Politicks go un-
der the Name of, Nidi Saftirum; and their
Mathematicks, under that of, Soderifbia Saffi
yum :  Their _Affronomy is known by the Name
of, Nat(hettirum parkira Saftirum 3 and their Ge-
omancy, by that of Samoftrigei Saftirum: M=
fick 1s called with them, Parada Saftirum 3
Chymiftry, 15 noted by, Rafhawiddei ; and
Geometry 18 nawmed, Kennida Saftirunm.
Thoufands of fuch Arts and Sciewces are 1n
Vogue among their Lizerati or Scholars; but 1
forbear to fpecifie more at prefent. More par-
ticularly (which i1s to be lamented! ) are they
acquainted with fuch Ares and Ayfteries as
{pring up from Sin, and lead to Sin. 1t 1s afto-
nifhing to fee what Mafters of Witcheraft there
are in this Nation. g
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