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e Of fome Difeafes, &c.

from Heathenifm, by no other Mark than
the Language in which the Office of the

Mafs is ufually celebrated.

Dated in the Eaft-Indies, on
the Coaft of Coromandel,
at Tranquebar, Auguft
27 1700 -

Bartholomen 7, z'qgméﬂ/gn

EXTRACT of another Letter, relating to 1
Jome Difeafes incident to the Malabari-
ans :  Lzkewtfe of [ome Remedies they

camma:«z!} gﬁ againft them.
The Ficft Queftion.

| toning  Difeafes a-
mong the Mai-_abariai%s? ' /e '
Anfwer :  The moft dangerous Difeafes are,
(1.) A Lamenc[s of all the Limbs. (2.) Stoppage of
tne Wind-pipe,whereby many ftrong and healthy
People are often carried "off very fuddenly,
(3.) Agues, which are likewife very dange-
rous In thefe Parts. Many other Difeafes are
common on this Coaft, of which fome are in-
curable, and others caufe 3 fuddeq Death ;

whofe feveral Names I cannot tell you 1n High-

Duren.  The Natives call them, (4) Polawe:,

which
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which caufeth firft a great Swelling on th
Back, and then breaks out into many Ulcers.
(5.) Shuwafckafham, which almoft quite taketh
away Peoples Breath. (6.) Kannakirendi, is a

confuming Cancer. (7.) Magodarawikkum, is
attended with an uncommon Swelling in all

the Joints and Limbs, ¢c.

I remember I once had in my Hands a long
Catalogue of all the Kinds of Difeafes, toge-
ther with their Names, prefented me by a
Malabarick Phyfician. They have ftrange No-
tions concerning the Winds in humane Bodies :
They have writ whole Books upon this Sub-
ject, and maintain that there are no lefs than
Ten Cardinal-Winds in the Body, which they
afterwards fubdivide again into Seventy iore,
~according to their feveral Corners from which
they blow : Thefe, fay they, when they ftand
fair and move regularly, will keep the Body
in Health; but when they come to be put out
of Order, they produce various Difeafes and
Illnefles.  All this they pretend to demon-
ftrate, by ‘comparing the Winds of the Body
with thofe of the World : And truly, they
can frame long Difcourfes about Adicrocofm
and Macrocofm, the lirtle and the grear World,
and their mutval Order and Harmony. -

The Second Queftion.

Do the Malabarians purpofely apply themfelves
to the Study of Phyfick ?

‘Anfwer ¢ Ars Medica, or the Art of Phy-

fick, 1s had by the Aalabarians 1n great ’v’ﬁgug
an
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and Efteem, and exalted above all other Arts
and Sciences. Thofe that do profeffedly ftu-
dy it, take the greateft Pains imaginable to
fearch into the Secrets of Nature. There are
extant many ufeful Compofures on the 4rt of
Phyfick, fome whereof 1 have read with Plea-
fure and Satisfation, and often wifhed to be
at Leifure to tranflate but one Into High-
Dutch for your Perufal. I do not queftion our
Phyficians in Eaurope would wonder at the
Performance of our Malabar Do&ors here.
But hitherto my Minifterial Fun&ions have not
permitted me to effet it.

Our Europeans or Blancks that arve fettled
in India, do for the moft part confult the
black Phyficians upon any emergent Occafion :
And it muft be fuppofed, they are beft ac-

quainted with the Quality of the Air, and the

Nature of the Food and Climate. They of-
ten perform very fuccefsful Cures: But whilft
a European 1s under their Hands, they abfolute-
ly reftrain him from eating any “thing but
fuch Victuals as are prepared after the Man-
ner of the Country,as do uadoubtedly beft a-
gree with their phyfical Prefcriptions.

The Third Queftion.

What Species or Ingredients do they ufe to
ﬂmke ﬂp fherr Mgdiciw.r? |

Anfwer :  The fﬁgredieﬁt: they ufe in their
Phyfical Compofitions are quite different from
what we apply in Europe. 1 own, I never

~have fl.en as yer, any Medicine prepared in

India,
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india, which look’d as our Compofitions do
in Europe 5 €XCept perhaps it was fomething
made up of {uch Drugs as the Apothecarya

(hop of the Eaft-India Company here does
afford.

Their ufual Prefcriptions are Oils, Powders,
and Potions. But thofe that are the moft skil-
ful and noted Phyficians among them, have al-
ways recourfe to Chymical Preparations, par-
ticularly in high and dangerous Diftempers:
But then they feldom make ufe of any Spirits
or Liquids, but generally of Stones made up of
Pearls, Gola, and other Metals, and prepared
in fuch a manner, that, upon Occafion, one
may {crape off a Doze for the Ufe of the Pa-
tient. The Colour of fuch a Stone is com-
monly red and white. 1 have taken my felf
part of fuch a Stone, and have found effe@tual
Help by it. Thad oncea Mind to have pur-
chafed fuch a Phyfical Stone or Compound,
but it would have {tood me in Three-[core
Rix-dollars. In the Kingdom of Ceylon, a
Stone is found in Hogs, which is called Lepes
de Porco, and faid to be of an extraordinary
Virtue for curing all manner of Diftempers.

Our black Phyficians here do give ont,
that Medicines prepared In Eusrope, and tran-
fported to Jadia, have not that Power and
Bfficacy here, which perhaps they may
have in thofe Places where they have been
prepared.

A P-
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