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64 Of the Indian Priefts.

APPENDIX

Frequent mention being made of the B R A:

MA NS in this, and other Juch Bje:ea: as
treat on the Aﬁﬂzir: of India, and particu-
Larly, on the Religion and [dolatry of the In-

babitants; the following [bort Account, con-
taining the Charalter and Original of the
Bramans, or Indian Priefls, has been
thought fit to be here inferted. 1t is taxen

out of the IL Book of the Life of Francis
Xavier, writ in French by Father Bohours,

 and tranflated into Englilhy by Mr. Dry-
den, 1688.

¢ H E Bramans ate very confiderable
¢ among the Indians, both for their
¢ Birth, and their Employment. According
‘ to the ancient Fables of the Indies, their
¢ Original is from Heaven. And ’tis the com-
¢ mon Opinion, that the Blood of the Gods
¢ 1s rupning in their Veins. But to under-
¢ {tand how they were Born, and from what
¢ God -defcended, ’tis neceflary to know the
¢ Hiftory of the Gods of that Country, which
“ 1n fhort is this :

“ The firft, and Lord of all the others is,
X Pambmma', that 1s to fay, d maﬂ per elt
¢ Subftance, who has his Being from himf{elf,
¢and who gives Being to the reft. This

‘ God
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¢ God being a Spirit free from Matter, and

¢ defirous to appear once under a fenfible
; Figure, became Man : By the only De-

¢ fire which he had to fhew himfelf, he
¢ cont¢eived a Son, who came out of his
¢« Mouth, and was called, Msifo. He had
¢ two others after him, one of them, whofe
¢ Name was Vifnu, was born out of his
¢ Breaft ; the other called, Brama, out of his
Belly.  Betore he returned to bis Invifibi-
lity, he affigned Habitations and Employ-
ments to his three Children. He placed
the Eldeft in the firft Heaven, and gave
him an abfolute Command over the Ele-
ments, and mix’d Bodies. He lodged Vi/nx
beneath his Elder Brother, and eftablifh’d
him the Judge of Men, the Father of the
¢ Poor, and the Proteftor of the Unfortu-
¢ nate. Brama had for his Inheritance, the
¢ third Heaven, with the Superintendance
¢ of Sacrifices, and other Ceremonies of Re-
¢ ligion.

¢ Thefe are the three Deities, which the
¢ Indians reprefent by one Idol, with three
¢ Heads growing out of one Body, with
¢ this myfterious Signification, that they all
¢ proceed from the fame Priqciple. By w_hlch
¢ it may be inferred, that in former Times
¢ they have heard of Chriftianity ;3 and that
¢ their Religion 1s an imperfe&t Imitation, or
¢ rather, a Corruption of ours. 4

¢ They fay, that Vifns has defcended 2
¢ Thoufand Times on Earth, and every
¢ Time has changed hisShape ; fometimes
¢ appearing in the Figute of a Beaft, fome-
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¢ times of a Man ; whichis the Original of
¢ their Pﬁgad.f,.(}f whom they rclate {0 ma-
‘ ny Fables. . : e

¢ They add, That Brama, having likewife
¢t 3 Defire of Children, made himfelf vifi-
¢ ble, and begot the Brachmans, whole Race

¢ has infinitely multiplied : The People be-

¢ lieve them Demy-Gods, as poor and mi-

¢ ferable as they are. They likewife ima-
¢ gine them to be Saints, becaufe they lead
¢ 3 hard and folitary Life; having very of-
¢ ten no other Lodging, than the hollow
¢ of a Tree, or a Cave, and fometimes liv-
¢ ing expofed to the Air on a bare Moun-
¢ tain, or in a Wildernefs, {uffering all the

“ Hardfhips of the Weather, keeping a pro-

¢ found Silence, fafting a whole Year toge-
¢ ther, and making a Profeflion of eating no-
¢ thing which has had Life 1n it,

‘ But after all, there was not perhaps a
“ more wicked Nation under the Canopy
¢ of Heaven. The Fruit of thofe Aufteri-
‘ ties, which they pratife in the Defart,
“1s to abandon themfelves in Publick, to
¢ the moft brutal Pleafures of the Flefh,
¢ without either Shame, or Remorfe of Con-
‘ fcience. For they certainly believe, that
“all Things, how abominable foever, are law-

S ful vo be done, provided they are fuggefted

€ to them by the Light which is within thens,

© And the People are  fo infatuated with

¢ them, that they believe that they fhall

¢ become holy, by partaking in their

6 Crimes, - or by fuﬁ'ering any Qutrage
¢ from them, - | |

€ On
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¢ On the other fide, they are the great-
¢ eft Impoftors in the World: Their Ta-
¢ lent confifts in inventing new Fables eve.
* ry Day, and making them pafs amongft
¢ the Vulgar for wonderful Myfteries: Onpe
¢ of their Cheats is, to perfuade the Sim-
¢ ple, that the Pagodes eat like Men s and
¢ to the End they may be prefented with
¢ good Cheer, they make their Gods of 2
¢ Gigantique Figure, and are fure to en-
¢ dow them with a prodigious Paunch. If
¢ thofe Offerings, with which they. maintain
¢ their Families, come to fail, they denounce
¢ to the People, that the offended Pagodes
¢ threaten the Country with fome dreadfyl
¢ Judgment; or that their Gods, in Difplea-
¢ fure, will forfake them, becaufe they are
¢ {fufiered to die of Hunger.
¢ The Doftrine ot thefe Brachmans, is no-
¢ thing better than their Life: One of their
¢ grofleft Errors is, to believe that Kine
¢ .bhave in them fomewhat of Sscred and Di-
¢ vine. That happy is the Man, who can
¢ be fprinkled over with the Afhes of a
¢ Cow, burnt by the Hand of a Brachman
/€ but thrice happy he, who, in dying, lays
¢ hold of a Cow’s Tail, and expires with it
¢ betwixt his- Hands. For thus aflifted, ‘the
¢ Soul departs out of the Body parified, and
¢ fometimes returns into the Body of a Cow.
¢ That fuch a Favour, notwithftanding, is
¢ not conferred but on Heroick Souls, who
¢ contemn Life, and die generoully, either by
¢ cafting themfelves headlong from a Pre-
¢ cipice, or leaping into a kindled Pile, or
; ¢ throw-
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¢ throwing themfelves under the Holy Cha-
¢ riot-Wheels; to be crufh’d to Death by
¢ the Pagodes, while they are carried in Tri-
¢ ymph about the Town.

¢ We are not to wonder after this, that the
¢ Brachmans cannot endure the Chriffian Law;
¢ and that they make ufe of all their Credit,
¢ and their Cunning; to deltroyit in the Iz-
¢ dies. Being favoured by Princes, infinite in
¢ Number, and ftrongly united amongft them-
¢ {elves, they fucceed In all they undertake ;
¢ and as being great Zealots for their ancient
¢ Superftitions, and moft obftinate in their Opi-
¢ nions, ’tis not eafie to convert thens.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

Propagation of the Gofpel in the Eaff: Or an Account
of the Succefs of the Dani/h Miffionaries fent into the
Eaft-Indies, for the Converfion of the Heathens in Mais-

bar. In Three Parts. Sold by 7.Downing.in Barthelomews
Clofe near Weft-Smithfield. |
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