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56 Of the Muintenance of the New-Converted.

As for getting an honeft Subfiffance for
thofe that come over to Chriftianity, 1t 1s
a Matter of the greateft Importance, and
which hitherto has put us to no {mall Trou-
ble and Difficulty: Buot we have not been a-
ble as yet to remove fuch Obltacles as have
retarded this Work. The Children of our
Congregation are maintained in our Houle,
and freely provided with Aeat, Drink, and
Cloaths. But grown and healthy People, tho™
they be obliged to earn their Bread by the La-
bour of their Hands, yet do we allow them
weekly a fmall Charity towards their better

" Support. The Sick and Poor are fuftained at
our Coift. ‘and the Dead buried on the fame
Score. If fome have a Mind to fetup fome
little Trade or other, we furnifh them with
fo much as we can,to begin withal, and to
get an honeft Livelihood in Time. By thefe
and other:{fuch Ways and Means, we endea-
vour to help them forward as much as the
Nature of the Thing, and our own Circums-

D

ftances will permit.
The Sixth Queftion.

Is ot not worth while to try whether they might
get tneir Breaa by Manufailures, and their owi

frzduﬂry and Lﬂéﬂw 1

Anfwer ., Nothing would be more eafie
and praéticable, provided the .Government
would lay to Heart the Defign, and councern
themfelves about it. Thefe Heathens are born
as It were to Labour and Hardfhips, and are

SCITR willing



Of the natural Temper, X, §7

willing to work, if they can but meet with 4.
‘ny Encouragement. We fhall do what we cap
towards Eﬁ&bliﬂliﬂg ill Time, onc Mﬁﬂﬂfa&un
or other,for the Benefit of this People. Many
indeed, are well inclined to Chri&ianity, but
they fhrink back at the Sight of Poverty, fee-

ing they cannot live among us without a deal
of Trouble and Mifery.

The Seventh Queftion.

Is this Nation naturally ly and fickle, or is is
naturally upright and open-hearted? Hom doth
their Nature behave it felf towards Grace?

Anfwer : This Heathen Nation is naturally
inclined to Candour and Honefty towards thofe
thatareof the fame Religion with them: But then
they fhew but little Regard to our European Chri-
ftians,among whom they havefor thefe Hundred
and Fifty Years paft, obferved innumerable
bad and diforderly Doings. The Confequence
whereof 1s, that many will not ftick to
over-reach our Chriftians 1n whatever they
can. They have all along harboured this Opi-
nion, that there could not be a duller and more
dangerous Pecple in the Univerfe, than the
Chriftians. But be that as it will, when an
upright and honeft Ewuropean comes in their
way, they will entertain him very civilly, with-
out Fraud and Malice. However, what I
fay of their Honefty and Faithfulne/s, 1 would
not have extended to all, but to fgch_only as
are fomewhat more improved in Civility and

good Manners. There are many that dolx_mt
ive
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