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Of the natural Temper, X, §7

willing to work, if they can but meet with 4.
‘ny Encouragement. We fhall do what we cap
towards Eﬁ&bliﬂliﬂg ill Time, onc Mﬁﬂﬂfa&un
or other,for the Benefit of this People. Many
indeed, are well inclined to Chri&ianity, but
they fhrink back at the Sight of Poverty, fee-

ing they cannot live among us without a deal
of Trouble and Mifery.

The Seventh Queftion.

Is this Nation naturally ly and fickle, or is is
naturally upright and open-hearted? Hom doth
their Nature behave it felf towards Grace?

Anfwer : This Heathen Nation is naturally
inclined to Candour and Honefty towards thofe
thatareof the fame Religion with them: But then
they fhew but little Regard to our European Chri-
ftians,among whom they havefor thefe Hundred
and Fifty Years paft, obferved innumerable
bad and diforderly Doings. The Confequence
whereof 1s, that many will not ftick to
over-reach our Chriftians 1n whatever they
can. They have all along harboured this Opi-
nion, that there could not be a duller and more
dangerous Pecple in the Univerfe, than the
Chriftians. But be that as it will, when an
upright and honeft Ewuropean comes in their
way, they will entertain him very civilly, with-
out Fraud and Malice. However, what I
fay of their Honefty and Faithfulne/s, 1 would
not have extended to all, but to fgch_only as
are fomewhat more improved in Civility and

good Manners. There are many that dolx_mt
ive
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live at all like rationalMen,but rather like Beafts
and Brutes. The whole Malabarick Nation in
general, is very much addifted to the Sin of
Uncleanne(s, the moft reigning Vice among
them. _

As for their natural Parts, I cannot but fay,
they are f[harp and ingenious enough to 1ml-
tate all the Artsand Sciences of the Europeans.
They are befides of a compaffienate Lemper
towards the Poor and Indigent. They love

Eloquence, and Difcourfes on {erious Subjedts.
When I happen to preach unto them, they give,
for the moft Patt, a diligent Attendance -to
what 1s delivered. When thelr Nature comes
to be fan&ified by Grace, they are very earn-
eft in the Practice of true Religion. Thole
that have been afteCted by the Preventing
Grace of God, but cleaving too much to their
own errvoneous Books apd Fancies, do not
yield an entire Obedience to the divine Con-
vition ; thofe, 1 fay, are led by their own
Will' into various Temptatiops and Errors.
Theitr Confcience convinceth them that they
are not fafe in their own Pagan Religion ; and
yet thev are unwliling too to embrace F EST S
CHRIST as their oply Redeemer and Savi-
our. Thus they wander about in the Conceits
and Inventions of their own deluded Heart.
They retire from the outward Converfe with
the World, into Defarts and lonefome Places -
They forfake all they have, and living very au-
ftere and mortified Lives, they fancy they mufk
merit Bternal - Salvation by fuch ftri@ and fe-
yere Performances. & i
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