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Goddefs , fo Ithink, You have Milk, Butter
and CheefeinPlenty.  Peter. Yes, Butthe
Cheefe, which they do {hape here and at Ben-

all don’t come in any Comparifon with our
Cheefleor thatof Holland. Fortheyareasdry
asa Flint and without any Taftand 8mell. Fobn,
Sir, Some Peopledo like Pork mightily well,
pray, have You here alloSwines?  Peter. Yes,
Sir, of two Sorts,one kind iswith long Legs,
as in our own Country : and one kind with
Short Legs and downward hanging Bellys,
which came from China. To feea verySucking
Pig withfucha Belly , is fomewhat ftrange.
JFohn. Now, Dear Brother, that is the fecond
Day, Ihave [pent with You in this Country,
Tlikeitwell, becaufe it is in fome Refpecta
continually green Spring. Burmy Bufinefscalls

me away, lmuft goon Board theShip, pleale
God, 'l come to Morrow again.  Peter. Yes,
BrotherJohn, farewell and don’t fail to come
againin my Houfe to Morrow,

The thirtieth Dialogue.

The two Gentlemens Sifter arvives asa Byi-
de, is conveyed in the Town with Pomp and
askes many Queftions about the Women
in the Eaft- Indies.

ohn. Good Morrow T'ye, Brother Peter,
Don’t wonder, that I come {o early, L bring

You very good News, = Peter. Sir, You are
F 2 well-
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wellcome, and to'hear good News , [am much
fondof. - Fobn. Brother, Asfoonas I camelaft
Night on Board of our Vesfel, there arrived
jult an other Englifh Ship, the Nightingal, Cap-
tain Goldfinger, and feeing, it was after the
going down of the Sun, he durftnot falute the
Caftle by Firing offhis Guns, - Butwe [ent im-
mediately our little Boat to him, asking, whe-
ther hehad brought along with him fome Pas-
fengers? Upon this he fentus Word, that there
was My Lady Crookfon, of Flowermount, as
a Bride to the Counfellor Mr. Silverpoon.
Peter. O Good Lord, what{hall Ifay? Iam
all Aftonilhment ! Without the leaft Doubt,
this Lady muft needsbe our Sifter.  Fohn. Dear
Brother, what is the beft here to be done?
What good Counfell fhall we take at prefent?
Perer. Sir, Without any further Delay,wemuft
refolve toreceive her according to her Chara-
der. Pray, Brother John, make hafte, take
the firft Boat and go to her, as prelenting my
humble Service , and thatIwould wait on her,
as foon at fhe didecome at the Shore.
Fobn. Well, Il go this Moment , but what
will (he think, tofee mehere?  Petrer. I doubt
not, but (he will know You ftill, becaufe it is
only two Years, fince You left her in our Fathers
Houfe. Fobn. Yes, and after having faluted
her, Iknow, which Way Imay prepare her, to
hear the glad Tidings of Youviz. that You are
not foft, butin an happy Condition here and
ready to encounter her at the Sea-Gate.

peter.,
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Peter. Yes, do fo, meanwhile I(hall take Care
of the Reft and Thope to be near at Hand on
the Sea fhore, before You fetch her upon the
dry Land,becaufeit will coft aboutthree Hours
in Going and Coming. = John. Sir, Hereisour
dearSifter,Mary! Peter. O! Dearly beloved
Sifter, how do Youdo ? Iam extreamly glad
tofceYou here,  The Bride. O! My good
Brother, God be thanked for ever! Letthe
great Name of the Lord bepraifed for fuch an
Happinels, as to fee You again in this Life !
Fohn.1thank God for his kindnefs and Favour
towards meand likewife for your happy Arri-
val. Much joy T'ye! Mary, I congratulate
you heartily.  Peter- Now My Ladies and
Gentlemen wif You will do me the Honour to
accompany my Sifter into the Town and to at-
tend her within my Doors, Idefire, You will
take the Rank of the Procesfion infuch a Man-
ner: Before the whole Troop, thereis walking
aSet of Malabarian Mufick. After thele, there
comes on Horfe - back the Bridegroom , Mr.
Silver(poon.  After him followeth the Bride on
Pallaquin. Behind her at alittle Diftance therce
will follow twelve Ladies Pairand Pair on Pal-
faquins.  Now entermeddles the fecond Set
of Mufic.  After thefe at any Diftance comes
on Elephant-back Brother John. - Again
at a {mall Diftance {hall go on Camels-back
Imy felf. Further ata Diftance thete comes
on Ox-back Captain Goldfinger and again at
Diftance there comes on Afs-back Captain

k3 Friende
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Friendly.  Thus (hall go on our Procesfion and
be ended with the’ third Set of Mufick.
Fobn. Brother,Weare here before Your Houfe,
won't yeftepin? Peter. Yes, with Your Leave,
1 muft go before You, to reccive the Bride,
the Bridegroom and the Guefts. But Ldefire,
be pleafed towalkin. The Bride. Dear Bro-
ther, Iwifh You much joy in Your Houfe and
Ithank You for all the Trouble, You take
upon You , for mySaKe. . Peter. My heartily
beloved Sifter, Ibid You wel-comeagaininmy
Houfe. The Bride. God be thanked for his in-
finite Goodnefs, that [am {o happy as to find
You here at Madras in a fair Eftate.  But Bro-
ther,isthis Yourown Houfe?  Peter. No,dear
Sifter, Ido but hire it for the N?rtcr of four
Pounds a Month.  The Bride. Thatis not too
dear, according to the Houfe-hire payed in
our Country. But how ftands it with the Mala-
barian Houfes?  Peter. They have not fuch a
Building as we Europeans, but they do content
them(elves fo indifferently, every one accor-
ding to the Condition, helivesin, The Bride.
I have heard {ay, the Malabarians did build
Houfes, which do coft but two Shillings,Is this
true?  Perer. Yes, Madam, the poorerSortof
People can't provide themfelves a far better
Lodging. - The Bride. Thave not yet feen one
of their little Cottage, but Ifancy, they are
tike our Hogftysor Baking-Ovens. Peter. Yes,
Madam, You have hit the mainPoint. Their

Huts are noth wortll to be called Houfes.
The
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The Bride: But pray ; how is it posfible to build
a Houfe at the gxpenfe of two Shillings?
Peter, They caft up a Wall of Clay and Sandin
the Compas of tenor twelwe Footwide. . Upon
this Foundation round about they do fix little
Sticks, which theytie together with Rulhes
upon the Tob. When all thisis done, they take
Palm-leaves and cover therewith their new
Houfe: ' The Bride. Ohl'Oh! Véry fine, vine
deed! But pray, where about is the Window
and the Door to this Houfe?  Peter. Madam,
As for Windows , they don’t wantany ones,and
in ftead of a Door , there isleft in the Midft of
the Wall fomewhat of an Opening, asaHole,
through ‘which they do creep in and out.
The Bride. In fuch a Houfe no‘any honeft Eu-
ropean will fet one Foot upon the Floor.
Peter, Tobelure, Madam, butithashappened
few Yearsago, thatan kuropean did paya Vifit
to one of thefe People¢ in fuch a Cottage. As
henow wasmoving on, togetout, hewasfor-
ced again tobow himfelf right-downward, al-
moftto the very Ground , but pasfing through
the Opening of the Door; hehaftened {ome-
whattoo much, tolift up hisHead fooner , than
heought to do,and Look! There he plucked up
with his Shoulder- blade the half Part of the
Roof and would fair have carried the Upper-
houfc away on hisBack, if the Owner within
didnot hinder him, byCrying out after him.
Tbe Bride. Dear Brother, I can’t forbear to
burft out into Laughing. Indeed Yom make

in¢
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me laugh, But Iamasfured, that'befides this
European no any Body will try fuch a Curio-
fity for the future, to creep into a Malabarian
Cottage. Muchlefswill venture this any Lady,
that came from Europe. * No, letthisalone to
the Malabarians felves and their own Wives.
Now juft upon this Cale, I muftask You fome-
what more about theWomen here. = Pray,
when do they to be given into Mariage?
Perer. Madam', ~ Pretty young, as about the
fourteenth Year of Age till the ninth Year of
Age, And amongthe Bramanes, thereis cufto-
mary to marry away the Daughter, the Girl,
the Child, the very Baby in the Craddle,and in
Cafe her Bridegroom’, ‘the little: Boy, the
{fuckingChild dies, fhe becomesa Widow and
that in fuch adismal Condition, that {he never
can be married again to any other oneinall her
Lifes Time. The Bride. Oh! Sotti{ hnefs, Fie!
What doesthis fignific 2 - Albeit I am notable
to dive into their Myftery; perhaps lies here
underone Blame viz. that they can’tkeeptoo
well the Virtue of Chaftity.  Pray how is the
‘commonCharacter of the MalabarianWomen ?
Peter. Madam ; To {peak generally and to do
them their Juftice, the Malabarian Wives here
have the beft Charadter of the World, fo that
it was to be wilhed , their ownHusbands would
come up  to the fame Continency too.
The Bride. That is now one Thing, Ido like
heartily. - ButImuft ask You fomewhat more
about Womens Attire; Pray, Howisfalhioned
their




® o BN 89

their Cloathing? Do they ufe one Shape of a
Smock, Petticoat, Apron, aHood, ora Pin-
ner? Peter. No, Madam, nothingofall, bur
theytake one Piece of fine Cotton-Cloth, at the
Meafure of ten till twelve Yardslong,and this
they know fo fitly to wrap about their Body
from thevery Legs till the Top of the Head, that
You will obferve here nothing but Decencyin
their whole Apparel.  The Bride. Dear Bro-
ther, Ibefeech You, don’t grow weary to ans-
wer me further. Pray, how do they behave
themfelves towards their own Husbands? Do
they bear a due Refpectto them? - Perer. Ma-
dam , thele Wivesin the Eaft-Indies do fhew a
far greater Regardto their Husbands, as.any
Women in the wholeWorld. The Bride. How
can that be 2 Which Way will they outdo a
good, honeft, fober European Wife, that truely
minds her Husband to pleale and cherifh him?
Peter. Madam,, Pray, giveme Leave, to tell
You, in which Manner thefe Wives do prove
their Praifeworthy Subje&ion, = In the firft
Place, they will keep clean their Rooms every
Day. 2. They willdrefs the Victuals, *3. They
will carry *em in and place modeftly the Bowl
with the Rice before the Husband.” 4. They
will ftay'behind him, mean while'he eats, as
waiting upon him. 5. None of them muft befo
bold as to call him by his Name, becaufe this
would in their Opinion,abate fomewhat of his
Authority. 6. They can’t eatin Company with
the Husband; but afterwards, when he firft has

LG filled
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filled hisBelly , his Wife may go and eat alfo.
The Bride. But oneThing I muft ftill ask,in order
toknow the Certainty thereof , I have beard li-
kewifefay: When in this Country the Husband
dies, his Wife muft burn herfelf alive for his
Sake, isthistrue? Peter. Madam, Somewhat
istrue enough , but notall. Itis anill Cuftom
among the Heathens , that a Wife has the
Priviledge to burn her felf alive for her decea-
fed Husband. But thisis notto be underftood,
as If evle\?/ Widow was obliged to do {0, no,by
no any Means. Further fo is this cruel Burning
alive quite forbidden and abolif hed in theGreat
Mogools Territory. And very feldom hap-
pened {uch a Spedtacle in a Iurisdiction, that
belonges toapetty Prince, who is ftill anIdo-
later himfelf. The Bride, Dear Brother, This
Notice is at prefent enough for me, I will not
trouble Youmore to ask any other Thing, but
mean WhileI give You many Thanks, for the
good Service,You have doneme herewith.May
Godalmighty haveMercy upon thefeHeathens
to grant them the Happinels of the Gospel !
May the good Lord (enthis holy Word by able
Minifters to preach the heavenly Do&rine for
the Benefit of the Converfion of>t’hefc Natives,
is likewife my fincere Wifhand Prayer! Yea,
May the glorious Name of our Dear Redee-
mer , Jefus Chrift, be manifefted everywhereall
over the World and thatuntill its very

END!
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