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CHAPTER V.

DaniEL FALCKNER.

ANIEL FALCKNER,
author of our Curzeuse
Nachricht, Citizen and Pil-
grim in Pennsylvania, in
Northern America, as he
signs himself therein, was
born November 25, 1666, was
the second son of Rev. Daniel
Falckner, the Lutheran pas-
tor at Langen-Reinsdorf (for-
merly known as Langen-
Rhensdorfand Langeramsdorf),near Crimmitschau, parish
of Zwickan, situatedin that part of Saxony formerly known
as the Markgravate of Meissen, and was a scion of an old
Lutheran family. His ancestors on both sides had been
ordained Lutheran ministers.

His grandfather, Christian Falckner (died November 5,
1658), as well as his son, Daniel Falckner (died April 7,
1674), father of the subject of our sketch, were both pas-
tors of Langen-Reinsdorf. Pastor Daniel Falckner, the
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32 Curieuse Nachricht von Pennsylvania.

elder, was a man well versed in many branches of learn-
ing besides theology, as his library, an extensive one,
contained works upon almost every branch of the arts,
sciences, philosophy and history, besides the theological
works of the day. This great collection was kept intact
until the year 1704, when it was sold at auction. A printed
catalogue of this library, which forms a book in itself, is
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still preserved in the great Stad! Bibliothek of Bremen,
and was examined by the writer during the past summer.

Thus it will be seen that the children of Dominie
Falckner had exceptional facilities for obtaining knowl-
edge at that early day.

From data that have come down to us, we learn that the
subject of our sketch, during his early life, was not of a
robust nature, as he was a weak and sickly child from the
time of his birth, a condition which changed but little until
he came to Pennsylvania, where he himself credits the
improvement in his physical condition to the out-door life
and exercise in the New World. It will be further noted
that in the very introduction to his Curseuse Nackricht he
makes mention of his ¢ bodily ailments.”

The connection of Daniel Falckner with the German
Pietists dates from almost the very commencement of the
movement which opposed the rigid and externalized ortho-
doxy in the Lutheran churches in Germany during the
close of the Seventeenth Century.

From the correspondence between Spener and Francke,
still preserved in the archives of the Halle Orphanage, it
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Spener’s Interest in Penn’s Colony. 33

appears that Daniel Falckner, the same as both Spener and
Francke, was imbued at the very outset with a belief in the
visions and supernatural powers of several ecstatic maidens,
such as Rosamunda von Asseburg, Anna Maria Schuckart
alias the Erfurth Prophetess and Magdalena Elrichs.
Further that even Daniel Falckner himself at times went
into a state of ecstasy seeing visions and making enraptured
exhortations. A condition from which he was awakened
by the austere Koster. This fact is commented upon by
Spener in a letter to Francke, dated Berlin, May 6, 1693,
some months before the Kelpius party sailed for Pennsyl-
vania, wherein it says: ¢ Thus has Henry Koster brought
Herr Falckner so far that he now has no further ecstasis.
He has also told how he came thereto, and how he himself
could by intense imagination awaken divine matters. And
that as he now intends differently and seeks a better path,
he is more calm.”

It was not until nine months after this letter was written
by Spener that the long cherished plan of founding a
colony of German Pietists in Pennsylvania -was consum-
mated, and the start was made by the party of religious
enthusiasts from Germany to Pennsylvania by way of
England.

Many had been the difficulties in bringing this cherished
object to a final stage of success. Even atthe last moment,
when all were ready to embark, Magister Zimmerman
died. This, however, did not deter the party, who con-
tinued the voyage under the leadership of Magisters
Kelpius, Koster and Falckner.

There is one important fact in our history that has thus
far failed to attract proper attention. This is nothing more
nor less than the interest the great Spener took in the
success of the German settlement of Pennsylvania. From
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letters and memoranda which have come down to us:it
appears that Spener and Pastorius were in close touch
during the early days of the latter’s residence in German-
town, and that Spener kept himself well informed as to
the state of the Germans in Pennsylvania. That this inter-
course ceased upon Pastorius’ joining the Quaker fold be-
comes apparent from Spener’s letter of August 1, 1689, viz. :

¢“I do not remember having heard anything of Herr
Lic. Pastorius since I am here. But would be much
pleased if one of his pamphlets should come to my notice.?
Such as take their refuge thither, I leave to their own opin-
ions. I could not advise anyone to flee, before the Lord
drives us out. Thus it appears that yonder place is as
liable to come into danger, as any other. As it stands, the
present English disturbances may also cause some changes
there.

““About Herr Penn it has already been reported for some
time among his own people, that he is not by far what he
formerly was.

¢ My thoughts are to remain at all times where the Lord
places us, and to remain there so long as he permits, and
to go whenever he commands us to go. Upon such paths
I am surely safe.”®

Magister Kelpius writes in his Diary that on Monday,
the seventh day of January, 1694, He, being convinced by
God, resolved upon going to America, his companions being
Heinrich Bernhard Késter, Daniel Falckner, Daniel Lutke,

® Pastorius’ Latin missive to Modelius of December, 1688, is evidently indi-
cated here ; so far as known this was not published until April, 1691.

¢ Philipp Jacob Speners, D. Theologische Bedencken, und andere Brief-
fliche Antworten auff geistliche, sondern zur erbaung gerichtete materien zu
unterschiedenen zeiten auffgesetzt, und auff canguirthriges anhalten Christ-
liche freunde in einige ordnung gebracht und herausgegeben, Dritter Theil
Halle, in Verlegung des Waysen-hauses, 1702, From copy in Ev. Luth. Semi-
nary, Mt. Airy, Philadelphia,




Magister Kelpius.
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Johan Seelig and Ludwig Biederman, together with about
forty other companions, some of whom Kelpius says were
numbered and others convinced by God, in Germany, and
had in the preceding year resolved upon that voyage. He
then states that on Wednesday, February 7, he engaged
for them the ship Sara Maria Hopewell, Captain John
Tanner, for seven English pounds of silver, which was paid
out on board one week later, the company having em-
barked on Monday, February 12, but Kelpius did not join
the Sara Maria at Gravesend until the 13th. It was upon
the next day when the money was paid and the anchor
raised, and the good ship, the Sara Maria, carrying a crew
of thirty mariners and an armament of fourteen guns, com-
menced on her voyage to America.

The vicissitudes of the party, however, were many, the
dangers of Goodwin Sands, storms in the channel, and
visits of the press gang were happily passed. It was not,
however, until Friday, April 15, when the English coast
was lost to sight.

There is but little mention of Daniel Falckner in this
Diary except that on Friday, February 15, both Kelpius
and Falckner’s apprehensive minds presaged evils with a
fortunate outcome. These proved to be, first, a visit of
the press gang, and later the miraculous escape from
destruction on the Goodwin Sands. When Falckner, -
filled with the spirit of God, poured forth fervent thanks-
giving: ¢¢ Praised be the name of the Lord forever!
Amen! Hallelujah!”

Toward the close of the Diary on Sunday, June 1%,
Kelpius enters a memorandum :

¢« The memorable excommunication of Falckner by
Koster and that of Anna Maria Schuckart, the Prophetess
of Erfurth.”
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PORTRAIT OF JOHANNES KELFPIUS,
BY CHRISTOPHER WITT IN 1705,

BELIEVED TO BE THE EARLIEST AMERICAN PORTRAIT IN OIL.



Scheme for Communal Settlement. 37

This entry in the Kelpius Diary has always been a
conundrum to students of Pennsylvania-German history,
and has led some to suppose that the woman was among
the passengers on the ship.

How Daniel Falckner came to "Pennsylvania with this
party headed by Magister Kelpius in 1694 and settled on
the Wissahickon, has been fully told in my volume on the
German Pietists in Provincial Pennsylvania, and need not
be repeated here. Suffice it to say, as before stated, that
late in 1698 or early in 1699 he was sent as an emissary
from the Pietists on the Wissahickon to the Fatherland, to
make known the true state and spiritual condition of the
Germans who had emigrated to Pennsylvania; and to set
forth the labors of the Pietistical brethren among their
countrymen in America, and solicit aid and additional re-
cruits, so that the perfect number of forty could be kept
intact, and at the same time could extend their usefulness
in educating their neglected countrymen in Pennsylvania
and Virginia.”

Another important scheme then under consideration was
the emigration of the members of the Philadelphian
Society in a body from England and the Continent to set-
tle in Pennsylvania, and there found a colony or colonies
where their peculiar teachings should be their only law.
And it may easily be inferred that the plan fully outlined
in his manuscript and touched upon in the printed version
for a Communal Settlement in Pennsylvania upon a cash

7 As a matter of fact there were German settlements in Virginia prior to the
beginning of the XVIII. century, as both Kdster and Petrus Schiffer journeyed
there about the time when Daniel Falckner sailed for Europe. This interest-
ing fact is proven by a manuscript report in the Halle archives from Rev. Pet.
rus Schiffer to Rev. August Herman Francke, He also states that he sent a
complete history of Virginia to Halle (1609) and requests that it be published.
Thus far this interesting manuscript has not been found in the Halle archives.

J.E.S.
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capital of 4000 Rix Dollars alludes to the above scheme,
if it does not virtually give us some insight into the plan
upon which the original settlement of Kelpius and his as-
sociates on the Wissahickon was organized.

It is unnecessary here to follow the course of emissary
Falckner while upon his visit to the Fatherland: how he
reported to Benjamin Furly the Rotterdam merchant, who
did so much to promote German emigration, and was sub-
sequently, together with his younger brother, Justus, made
attorney in fact, for Furly’s holdings in America; or how
the Frankfort Company dismissed Pastorius and substi-
tuted Falckner, Kelpius and Jawart as attorneys to take
charge of and protect their interests in Pennsylvania. All
these facts are matters of history and have been fully told
in previous publications.

For our present purpose we shall confine ourselves to
the chief result of his visit to Halle on the Saale, which
was then the great center of German Pietism and religious
thought, with Francke as its leader.
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