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The Different Degrees of
Gioryu

MatTa. XX. 20,—23.

Then came to him the Mother of Zebes
dee’s Children with her Sons, worfhip=
ping  him, and defiring a certain
thing of him.  And be faid unto
bery What wilt thou? She [ath unto
bim : Granty that thefe my twa Sons
may [fity the one on thy right Hand,
and the other on thy left, in thy King-
dom. But Fefus.anfwer’d and f[aid :
Te know not-what ye ask. Areye able
to drink of the Cup that I (hall drivk of;
and to be baptized with the Baptifin
that 1 am baprized with? They fay un-
to hiny We are able.  And he faith
nnto them: ~Te {hall drink indeed of
my Cupy and. be. baptized. wirh he
Baptifos that Law baprized with & But
to {ic on my. right. Hand and on iy
Left, ds'uot mine to givey but it [ball be
givea to tham, for whens it is prepared
of my Father.

‘. TO A
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O apprehend the tfrue Meaning

of thefe Words, we muft look
back into the foregoing xixth Chap-
ter of the Gofpel of St. Aatthew,
where our Saviour, wer. 28. {peaksto
thiseffed :  Verily, I fay unto you, that
ye which have followed e in the Regenes
ration, when the Son of Man [hall fit in
the Throne of his Glory, ye alfo fhall fir

upon 1welve Thrones, judging the twelve

Tribes of Ifracl.

This, withoutdoubt, the Mother of
the Children of Zebedee had heard,
and therefore (that we may exprefs
her Mind more at large,) fhe addref-
fes herfelf to our Saviour in the fol-
lowing manner: ¢ Thou haft given
¢ that glorions' Promife to the
¢ twelve Apoftles, that they fhall
“ fit upon twelve Thrones, and
¢ judge the twelve Tribes of Ifrael,
*“ and this at that very Time when
¢ thou fhalt fit upon the Throne of
“ thy Glory. Now fince they areto
 be diftinguifh’d above others with
* fo eminent a Prerogative, thére
*“ will undoubtedly be a confiderable
* Diltin&tion among themfelves alfo:

¢ And
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¢ And whereas thefe twelve are all
¢¢ to fit upon Thrones, fome of Ne-
ceflity will approach nearer to Thee
¢¢ than others, and confequently,
¢ Two muft needs happen to fit, one
on thy right, and the other on thy
¢ Jeft Hand. And oh! that it might
¢« be the Lot of thefe my two Sons,
to be dignified with this Prehemi-
¢« nence! ” This, I think, was the
Subftance of her Petition, and of
3 her two Sons, who confented to it,
; (as appears both from the An/wer of
; our Saviour in this Place, and more
diftin&ly from Afark x. 35.) and de-
fired they might be diftinguifh’d, not
only from other Men in general, but
alfo in particular from the reft of

the Twelve Apoftles themfelves.
But our Saviour’s Anfwer was:
Yon do not know what ye ask. He di-
rects ‘his Anfwer to the Sons,.as well
as to the Mother, and declares, that
they did not know what they asked.
The reafon was, becaufe they did nei-
ther underftand the Nature of his
Kingdom, (for they had no other No-
tion of it;than that it would be like o-
ther Tempo:al Kingdoms, confifting
in the Diftinction of outward Ho-
nouts,
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nours, Power, Authority, and Pre-
fermeuts,) nor what it was to {it.on
his Right and Left. Not that he
denied the Truth of the Thing it felf,
but only fhews them their Ignorance
in asking it: Yea, he intimates like-
wife, that they did not underftand
at all the Confequence of their defi-
red Preferment, or what it would be
attended with, if granted. There-
fore Heasks them: Are ye able to
drink of the Cup that I [hall drink of, and
be baptized with the Baptifin that 1 am
baptized with * "Tis ufual in the Scri-
ptores, to exprels the Sufferings by
the Cup and Baptifm ; as Pfal. cxvL
13 : L will take the Cup of Salvation, and
call upon the Name of the Lerd. And
Luk. xXii, 50: ovr Saviour fpeaking
of his, Paflion, fays: Ihave s Blaptifm
to be baptized with. In like manner,
he faith here: _dreye ableto drink of
the Cup that I {(hall drink of, and to be
baprized with the Bapti[m that I am bap-
tized with? As ifhe fhould fay thus:
¢ Your Flefh and Blood prompts you
€ to..imagine that you could be Par-
¢ takers of my Glory without Crol-
 fes and Tribolations: But 1 per-
& ceive you do pot rightly under-

&¢ i
& ftand
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¢ ftand that youare ficft call’d to the
¢« Kingdom of the Crofs, which pre-
¢ cedes the Kingdom of Glory, where-
« jn you expedt to be preferr’d by
« me ; there being no other Way to
% Glory, but that of the Crofs. There-
¢ fore, if you have a Mind to be next
¢ to me in my Glory there, you muft
¢ confider, whether you are willing
¢ ‘to be next to me in my Sufferings
i here.”

He refers himfelf to the Dif-
courfe made tohis Difciples a little
before, wer. 18 : Behold we go up to
Fernfalem, and. the Son of Man [hall_be
betrayed untothe Chief Priefts, and unto
the Seribes, and they [hall- condemn
Lim to Death. Thisthey fhould have
laid to Heart, and ponder’d it well,
if ever they would gain their End of
being next-unto him in his Kingdom,
and of obtaining the firlt Placesun-
der his glorious Government: For
then- truly they muft enter in by the
fame Way the Lord himfelf weant
through, when he enter’d upon-bis
Glory. . But_as they had. been mifta-
ken before, fo were they now mi-
ftaken again, when the Lord asked
them, Whether they were able to_ drink

a3
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of bis Cup, and be baptized with bis Bas
ptifm 2 For theyan{wered him with-
out Hefitation: We are able. The
Readinefs of their Anfwer, is buttoo
plain a Proof how little they were
fenfible of their owa Infufficiency,
and of their Backwardnefs to under-
go any notable Suffering at that time,
This Prefumption of theirs, whereby
they thought themfelves able todrink
of the Cup of their Mafter, and to
be baptized with his Baptifm, gives
us a lively Reprefentation of the De-
generacy of Man’s Heart, which often
flatters it felf with:being good and ‘pi-
ous, whillt it is altogether deftitute
of the Power and Life of Regenerati-
on. Such a Man maketh up to himfelf
the faireft Hopes of Blifs and Pro-
fperity,he thinks to meet with in the
Courfe of Religion: he would res-
dily ferve the Lord, if temporal
Happinefs would but go along with
bis’ fpiritual Concerns: For this
Reafon he puts away theevil Day as
far as he can, and when  he hears
of any Sufferings, he either fuppofes
‘em to be at a great Way of, or makes
them much lefs than they really are :
or, he perfuades himfelf to have
Strength enough to undergo and en-
dure
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dure all,father than to deny CHRIST,
or to be athamed of him : But in all
thefe Reafonings he is very much mi-

ftaken. Our Saviour had herea Com- .

paffion for the | great Weaknels
and Blindnefs of this Mother and her
Children, ‘and therefore told them,
Te [hall drink indeed of my Cup, and
be baptized with the Baptifm that I ai
baptized with : Bntto fit: on my right
Hand and -on my- lefty is not mine to
givey but it [hall be given to them for
whom it is prepared of nry Father.

Thus he foretold them,that in due
time after-they had been endued with
Power from on- high, -or received
that Spirit, by whofe ' gracious Al-
fiftance they were to preach the Go-
fpel, it would be alfo their Lot at
laft to drink of his Cup, and be ba-
ptized with his Baptifm; thatis, to

glorifie the Lord with a Death of*

Martyrdom, .and feal the Truth of
the Gofpel with the Effufion of their
Blood. But yet he adds: To fir on
my right Hand, and on my left, 15 nos
mine to give, but it fhall be given to
them for whom it is prepayed of my Ea-
ther 3 or, (according to the Original,)
to them ONLY for whom it is P”Pme_?
0
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of my Father : (asthe Word dmaiati-
mates, which is alfo ufed in the fame
Senfe, Adark ix. 8.) Our -Saviour
doth not deny that there would be
fuch a Sitting on his right and left
Hand: Neither doth he deny it to
be in his Power to give; for that
would be contraryto his own Promife,
Rev. is 213 To bim thar overcomel i,
will L grant to fir with me in my Throne,
even .as I alfo overcames and am fer down
with my Father in bis Throne.. But the
Import of thefe Wordsisthis : It was
not fit for him to give it to any, but
thofe only, for whom it was prepared. of
his Father. As if he would have faid :
¢ It was not fucha Matter, asa Man
“¢-perhaps might obtain by way of
Petitioning, (like in humaie Affairs,
People might beg a Favour of great
Princes,) or, which was conferr’d
by anexternal regard to fome para
ticolar: Perfons only : But in his
Kingdom, every one would be
weighed, asit were, in GOD’s Ba-
lance,(Darn. v. 27.) with the niceft
View, that nothing be found want-
éng 5 and nothing-be done againtk
the juft and holy Counfel of his
S“Hevealy  Father. In as much as
¢“ Man

179

(44




The Degrees of Glory. 67

¢ Man was made conformable to the
« crucified JESUS here, (as well to

« hist inward as outward Life,)he
" s« fhould in like manner be made con-
¢ formable to him in his Kingdom
« hereafter, and the Degree of Glo-
¢ ry fhould be proportioned to the
¢ Degree of his Humiliation.

Now to make asufeful an Applica-
tion” of thefe'Wordsas we can; We
may fearn from hence; ‘that for cer=
tain; there:'will be manyand different
Dégrees of Glory inthe Life'to come:

’Tis not ‘without ground, what one
fays : There will be [uch a variety of Re-
wards in eternal Glory, that havdly Two
fhall Feceive the [ame Reéward abike."For
tho” in this ‘Life,” Men ¢an pevérat-
tain‘'to aperfed Knowledge of the in-
ward State,” 'and the varions Degrees
of the Chriftian Life in others; yet
GOD knows évery one ‘moft exaltly:
and intrinfically, and’ will not forget
in the Life to'come, to diftinguifh e-
very one according to that Degree
which he has arrived to here. And
even in this matter will the Wifdom
and: Fuftice of GOD the more won-
derfolly appear; fince his Glory is
to be difplayed in fo many differing’

Ways
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Waysand Degrees among his chofen
People, ;

The Truth of this Aflertion. may
be fomewhat cleared up from the con-
trary. . For even the Torments of
Hell will not be all alike, but admit
of various. Degrees and Diftin&ions :
Some whereof will always be more
exquifite, more terrible and inten-
five than others. ~ Thus the  Scri-
pture telis us, that it will be more
tolerable for fome in. the Day of Judg.
ment, than for others, AMart. Xi. 24.
And our Saviour makes a difference
betwixt him that knows his Lord’s
Will, ard him that deth not know it,
telling ws: Thar that Servant. which
knaws. bis Lord s Will, and doth not “ac-
cording to bis Will, [hall be beaten wuh
many Stripes : \Whereas, he that krzows
it noty and doth commit things worthy of
Stripesy [ball-be beaten with few Stripes,
Luk. xii. 475 48.

Asitis with the Torments of Hell,
fo it will be likewile with the Joys of
Heaven, on which oor Text treats
more particularly.. For the Mother
of the Children of Zebedee doth - not
ground. her Requeft on a bare Fancy
of her own, but upon the Difcourfe
: of
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of oir Lerd himfelf, who *had faid
before : When ‘the Son of Man fhall fit
in the Throne of bis Glory, ye alfo fhall
fit upon Twelve Thrones, judging the
Twelve Tribes of Ifrael. From which
Words itis plain, that the Lord con+
ferreth'a Prerogative on the Apoftles
above all the reft, who fhould at-
tain to eternal Salvation.  The fame
He hath confirmed, Chap. xix. 29:
Ewery one that hath for[aken Houfes,
or Brethren, or - Sifters, or Father, or
Mothery or Wife, or ‘Children, wr Lands
for my* Names [ake, (hall receive an bun-
dred-foldy and [ball inberit erernal Life.
Where he doth not fay : And he fhall
alfo fit upon Thrones, as the Apoftles
thall do5 but only, he fhall inberit
eternal Life. By which he plainly de-
clareth, that there will be many diffe-
rent Degrees in Glory to be beftow’d

on thofe that believe in his Name.
Now wlen the Mother of Zebedee’s
Children begg’d of our Saviour, that
her Sons might fit one on his right
Hand, and the otheron his left, he
doth not abfolutely reject hier Petition,
as a Thing altogether unreafonable
and foolifh in it felf; but faith only:
. The Sitting on my right Hand, and on
my
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thy left; is not mine to give, fave only
to thofe, for whom it is prepared . of my
Father : Intimatigg, that even among
the Apoftles themfelves, asto the Di-
ftinftion and Degrees of Glory, there
would be - 4 Difference, where one
fhould approach nearer to his Glory
than the other.

This Truth of the idifferent De-
grees of Glory in the foture World,
may be further evinced by feveral other
Paflages of Scriptare: as Dan. xii. 2,
3.+ Many of themthat fleep in the Dif?
of the - Earth {hall awake, fome to.evers
lafting Life 5 and [ome to Shame and ex
verlafting Contempt.  And they that be
wifz, (hall [hine as the Brightne[s of the
Firmament, and they that turn many to
Righteoufnefs, as the Stars for ever and
ever. That the Lord here fpeaks of
eternal Life, is plain from the Text
it felf, which exprefly declareth,that
fome of thofe that fleep in the Duft of
the Earth, i. e. that are dead and bu-
ried, [bal awake to etcrnal Life. This
is generally afcribed toall that are to
be faved : But then, {fomeof tholgare
to have the fame Prerogative beyond
others, which they hat ‘here in the
Kingdom of Grace. Sume of them

are
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are called Wife, Underflanding, or
Prudent, ‘or fuch as have here, in the
true Pmdeme of the nghtcous, pre-
pared themfelves for a bleffed Eter-
nity,and at the fame time encouraged
others, by their holy Life and Conver-
fation, to follow their good Example.

Of forme it is faid, that they have
turned many to Rzglfjrcouﬁ?cﬁ or have
made ‘many good and pious Chrifti-
ans, not-only by thewing unto them
the Way of Righteoufne{s in their
own Life, butalfo byinculcating vi-
to them ‘the «fame" from :Scripture:
which being done in all Faithfulnefs
and Integrity, the Lord hath given
fo eminent a Blefling to their Plawe-
ing and Warering, that by their En-
deavours many have been gained and
converted. Of the firft it is faid, that
they fhall hine asthe Brightvefs af the
Firmament 3 when the latter are to
be ‘raifed to higher Degrees of Glo-
vy, and fhall thine as the Stars for o~
ver and ever. I it had been ‘meant in
general of all Believers, that they
fhould thine as Stars, there had been
no need to exempt thofe who have
turn’d many to Righteoufoefsand bya
particular Chara &er, not only diftin-

guifh
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guith them from the reft of blefled
Souls, but fet ‘alfo an additional
Weight of Glory upon them ; wiz.
that they fhould [hine above others, as
the Stars for ever and ever.

From thefe exprefs Words of the
Prophet, one may moft evidently con-
clude, that the Lord will pafs by
none of his faithful Confeflors, but
beftow his gracious Reward on eve-
ry individual Veflel of Grace, with
this difference only, that a particular
Crown of Glory is prepared for thofe
who have turned many to Righteonfnefs.
Not to mention now thofe, who, in
fpiritual Matters, have been wife and
prudent, and who are accordingly
diftinguifhed from a multitade of thofe
that fleep in the Duft of the Barth,
and fhall awake to everlafting Life ;
the former having this Prerogative
above the latter, that they [hall (hime
as the Brightnefs aff/ye Firmament. And
doth notall this abundantly conviace
us, that in the Life to come, the Re-
ward will not be equally alike, but
admit different Degrees of Glory ?

St. Panl cor ﬁr*ns this matter h
wife, 1 Cor. xV. 41, 42: There is one
Glory of the Sun, amd another G!a;/ of

the
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the Moon, and another Glory of the
Stars 5 for one Star dijffereth from ano-
ther Star in Glory: So alfo is the Re-
furrettion of the Dead. 1he Subftance
of thefe Words amounts to this :
fAsthereisnofmall differenceamongft
the ‘Heavenly Bodies, as to their
Brightnefs and Glory, (for the Sun
out-doth the Moon in Splendour;
and again, the Moon, tho® fhe bor-
roweth ‘her Lighc from the San,
fhines however much brighter than
the Stars: And again, as one¢ Stan
exceeds: the other in Bignefs, Light,
arrd’ Brightnefs ;) fo likewife will it
be with the Refurrection of the Dead,
in regard either of the different De-
grees of Glory which will appedr a-
mongft the Blefled themfelves, or in
comparing their Bodies in the State
after their Refurrection with their
arthly, infirm, and neceflitous Con-
dition, they have been groaning un-
der whilft they were in this Life.

*Tis obfervable, that the Apoltle,

- after he had fet forth the various
Degtrees of Glory in the Life to come,
and explained this Matter by feveral
Similitudes, he at laft, inthe Conclu-
fion of the xvih Chapter, grounds
D there-
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thereon the following awakening Ex-
hortation : Therefore, my beloved Bre-
thren,  be ye [Pedfaft, unmoveable, ai-
ways abodnding in the Work of the Lord,
forafinuch as ye know, that your: Labonr
15 pot in vain in the Lord. = For when
he faith: Ye know, thar your Labour is
not in wain in the Lord : He Joth not
thereby intimate chiefly, that their
Labour ' in the Lord fhould always
profperoufly fiiceeed, and do a great
deal of Good in the World ; (the’
even. this would be true,) but he

will encourage the Corinthians to con-
fider over and over again, that as they

labour’d here in the Lord, fo they
wou'd be rewarded hereafter ; and
that the Crown and ViGory would
be the more bright and glorious ; the
greates,, the  Struggle had  been
for obtainingit.+ Thae the Lord, for
that end,did write down as it were,
every oa¢ of their Labours and Con-
fli¢ts upon his Book, and was not un-
righteous to forget the leaft Work and
Labour of Love (hewed bere towards
his Nawe; Heb. vi. ro. Jn what Mea-
fure or Degree they had here expref-
fed their Faithfulnefs in the Service
of the Lord; in the fame they fhould

be
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be rewarded in Glory, at'the Refur-
reftion of theDead. This therefore
fhould powerfully excite them, not on-
ly to continue in the Faith grounded and
Jettleds and never be moved away from
the . Hope of the Gofpels (Col. 1. 23.)
but alfo to grow always in the Work
of the Lord, to the End, that GOD
himfelf might be the more glorified by
a higher Degree of Glory conferred
on them out of the Abundance of his
Mercy.

To the fame Purpofe it is, what
the Apoftle faith, 1 Cor. iii. 8+ He
that planteth, anwd be that watereth, are
one: and every Man [hall veceive his
own Reward, according to bis own La-
bour. 1f all thow’d be equally alike,
the Apoftle could not havefaid : ao-
cording to his own Labour 5 fince there
would be no Diftinétion of Rewards,
tho’ there were a Diftin@ion of La-
bous here. *Tis therefore plain from
thefe Words, that, as here the Labour
inthe Lord is different ;5 (fome being
done in greater Purity, Fervency, and
Conftancy of Faith, Charity, and
Hope, than others,) o alfo the Re-
ward and Degree of Glory would be,
exadtly difpenfed according to every

S D2 one’s
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one’s State and Condition ; that, as
no Chriftian’s Labour is in every Re-
fpe&t like to that of another ; {o nei-
ther fhould any one’s Reward or De-
gree of Glory be equally alike unto
that of another inevery Refpe@ and
Circumftance.

Upon this very Motive doth the
fame Apoftle ground his Admonition
given to Servants, Eph. vi. 7, 8:
With good will deing Service as to the
Lord, and not to Men: Knowing thar
whatfoever good Thing agy Man doth,
the fame [hall be receive of the Lord, whe-
ther he be Bond or Free, The whole
Strefs-of his Argument, to perfnade
them to a faithful Difcharge of their
Truft, lieth in this, that it was not
an indifferent Matter,with what Mea-
fure of Faithfulnefs, or what purity
of Intention,they did ferve their Ma-
fters. He will not have them reft in
a bare exterpal Difcharge of their
Truft, by believing they have done
their Duty, when they have outward-
1y performed theService incumbent on
them ; but he will have them confider,
whether in the midft of their outward
Occupations they have fteddily ad-:
hered to Chriff, and with a Mindffrer.,

rof
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from fecular Ends, anfwered the Will
of GOD in their Station. For the
pure Eye of Chrift exa&ly obferves
€very one’s Works in particular, and
pondereth with what Purity of In-
teation they are done, and how the
Heart in all thefe Things ftands affe-
tted towards Him. When therefore
Fefus Chrift, the Judge of the Quick
and  the Dead, doth come to Judg-
ment, we muft not think He will 2=
gially beftow the fame Reward and
Degree of Glory on every one of thofe
Servants that are faved by Faith; but
rather, that the righteons Judge will
reward every good Work, let it be
gicat or {mall, according to the ex-
a&t Meafure of Faithfulnefs and Pu-
rity of Faith and Love wherein it has
been wrought ; fo that he, who hath
done more Good than others, and
that'with a purer Intention toe, {nall
receive ‘alfoa far greater Reward of
Glory than otliers. And fhould not
this Confideration provea powerful
Inducement to us to do good whilft
we have any Time left for it ?

To the fame Purpofe ’tis fzid, Gal.
| vi. 7+ Whatfoever a Aan foweth, that”
Joall be aifo reap. This is to beunder="
D3 ftood,
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ftood, firft, of the different Seed it
felf which is fown 3 and {ecor uH], of
the Adeafure wherein this different
Seed is committed to the Ground :
And thirdly, of the feveral Q#-z/frfn:
?.U.muug to the Seed, let it be good
bad. In t‘ﬁq Senfe the followng
eighth \’F*f‘ isto be taken: HAle that
/Jﬁ’rr’ to his Elefby [ball of the Flefh reap
Corruption, bur be that foweth to theSpivits
fhall of the . Spirit reap Life everlaftings
That this is . not only to- bg
vaderftood  of the Difference of the
Seed it felf, inafmuch as it is either
g@m' ot bad, and LON(th,F ntly attend-
€d with a different” Harvelt 5. but that
the Apoftle has a further. Meaning
in it, we may gather from a like Com
parifon he makes upon this very Sub-
1o, 2 Cor. ix. 61 This Ifay: He
which foweth [paringly, fhall reap alfo
fpariugly s and he which foweth-bounti=
Jully, [hall reap alfo bountifully. . The
folluwmgf Verfes do likewife deferve
our Confideration; wherein he tells
us, that not only the Harvelt it felf,
whereof he fpeaks, Gal. vi. 8. Would
be different, either good orbad, but
doth intimate alfo, that one fhounld -

have a richer and a more bleffed Crop
or
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or Harveft than another, according
the joft' Proportion and Meafur
had fowed here, either fpar
bountifully, that is, according
had been a fincere Labourer by
in the Spirit of Jefus Chrift.
there isa Difference in the good Seed
it felf 5 (for thofe that fow Oars, Bar-
ley, Rye, or Wheat, they fowall good
Seed, yet one fort is better and more
pretious than the other: ) foit isin
fpiritual Matters alfo. The more
pretious the Seed is, 7. e. the purer;
and the more unmiged that love is,
wherein the Chriftian has a&ed for
the fake of his Lord and Mafter, the
more glorious will alfo be the Time
of Reaping that fucceeds it.

The fame Matter is hinted at by
the Apoftle, 2 Cor. v. 9, 10 : Where~
Jore we labour, that whether prefent or
abfent we may be accepted of hivi. For
we muft all appear before the Fudgment-
Seat of Chrift, that every ome may re=
ceive the Things done in his Bady, ac-
Cording to that he hath done, whether it
be good or bad, Where the Words :

| according to that be bath done, intimate
not only, that every Wickednefs
fhould receive its condign Punifhment,

D 4. and.
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and every good Work, the promifed
Reward ; but alfo, that the more Sin
any one had committed, the greater
hisPu Iﬂﬂlni\thhft“ Lbe: And themore
. Fervency, Conftancy, Puority,
finglenefs of 1‘A:n ,any one had ex-
ed in his Life and Condué, in

der to pleafe the Lord, the greater
ward of Glory he fhould hereafter
in another World.

Out. of the ‘many Scriptures which
confirm this Matter, we will mention
but one more, and Lhat is, Marth, x.
41,42 He that receives a Prophet in
the Name of a Proph:fj ﬂ’.—.t:",f.' receive a
bet. ard 5 and be that receives a
 bteons Man, fhall receive a Righteous
Man’s Rewhrd. And  wh fcwr fhall
gve to drink anto one oftm,c Little ones
a Cup of cold Water only, in the Z/,vh,;a of
a thup.u, Ve riEY, I[/f;l 7:/;10 Yoit, ,’mﬂm/l
ip wo wife 1[* bis Reward.  FHere our
Saviour moft" plainly points out the
different Degrees in the. Reward of
oocd W 3!“» extending it not only to
this, bu it even to the Life to come.
And tho? neither a ter ﬂrmaa, nar an.
ternal Reward, can be merited “by
\Voxks but is cmndy conferr’d out
of pure Grace; yet the Juftice ?‘
the
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the Lord hath fixed a Proportion be-
twixt the Goodnefs of the Work, and
the Difpenfation of the Reward fiic-
ceeding it ; infomuch, - that as: the
former bears different Degrees in

| Goodnefs, fo alfo the Reward bears
different Degrees of Excellency. = "Tis
then that the Words of Chrift fhall be
fulfilled, Luk. vi. 38 » Good Meafure,
prefled downg and (haken together, and
running over, [hall Men Zive into your
Bofom. For with the [ame Meafure ye
mete withaly it (hall be meafured to Yyou
ﬂg’x,’iz#.

Now this Truth we have explained
to you, both from Afatt. xx. and o=
ther Places of Sceipture, is fo ufeful
and neceflary, that it deferves to be
confidered over and over again. For
If this Confideration be laid afide,
Fleh and Blood, as it is apt enough
already to make us backward in well=

“ doing, 1o it will undoubtedly flacken;
the more; by the Negled of fo pow-
erful a Motive, which is given us by
Chrift and his Apoltles, to the Ead,
that we might be excited to a diligent
Performance of our. Duty, and en-

. couraged fteddily to run the Race which

is fer before us. ;
D3 And

s
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Aud befides, if People are taught
noother Notion  of the Life to come,
but that all thegood Souls there would
be on a Level, and no difference
or diftin&ion of Degrees admitted
at all, they will eafily fall away into
fuch a Slumber and Deadunefs, as to
fancy they’ll come off at laft well -e-
nough, though they fhould here fpeand
their Time in the Service of Sin and
Vanity, and all along negle& the
Hour of their Vifitation.

If they have buta fewMinutesallow’d
them before they quitthis World,they
think a Lord bave Mercy upon me ! will
fet them on a Level with all thofe ho-
1y Sonls, who from their tender Years,
through the whole Courfe of their
Life, have ferved the Lord with
Faithfulnefs, <Zeal, and Fervency ;
fuppofing that thefe, would gain no
Pre-eminence to all Eternity, nor a-
ny higher Degree of Glory, notwith-
ftanding all the Good they had done
here in this Life. For this Reafon,
they will take as great a Length of
the Pleafures of this Life, as ever they
can, and believe themfelves to be
much wifer than thofe, who, with
all their Might, early and earneftly

ftrive
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ftrive to enter into the Kingdom of
Heaven. For as thefe defpife the
tranfitory Felicity of this World, and
content themfelves with the Hope of
Glory to be revealed hereafter ; fo
the aforefaid profane Norldling
thinks to take the wifeflt Courfe, -by
enjoying both the Happinefs of the
World here, and then to ftep iato
tall - Pofieflicn of that ‘which is to
come hereafter. 4

The Song of this fort of People is fet
dow n,Wifdom1:6,7,8,9: Come on th-re
fore, let us enfoy the good Things that
are prefent o and ler us ufe the Crea-
tures like as im Yonrh. Let ns filk onr
Selves with coftly Wine and Ointments,
and let #o Flower of the Spring pafs by
#s. - Ler us crown: our felves with Rofe-
buds, before they be withered.  Let nowe
of us go without bis part of onr Voluptu-
oifnefs = let us leave Tokens of our Foy-
fulnefs in every Place. But this is the
Language of Epicurus and his Follow-
ers, fome whereof will freely own,
that this is their Portion and their Lot.

Butas for thofethat flatter themfelves
with Hopes of Salvation in the midit
of all the Provocations offer’d to a
gracious GOD, they fuppofe they

fhall
AL
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fhall obtain Mercy at laft, and not-
withftanding their continued Courfe
of Sinning, be for ever as happy as
thofe, who, perhaps, have refifted un-
to Blood,ftriving againft Sin, Heb. Xli.4.
Thofe, I fay, fancy to get much
more than the fading Pleafures of Sin
in this World. For after having ta-
ken here their Fill of the Luft of the
Byes, of the Luft of the Flefh, and
of the Pride of Life, according to
their Hearts Defire, they do not que-
ition but they fhall, after a fhort de-
votional Groan, be tranflated to Hea-
ven immediately, and be not only e-
ternally faved, but even enjoy fuch a
Portion of Happinefs asall the Patri-
archs, Prophets, Apofties, Martyrs,
and faithful Followers of Chrift, fhall
ever enjoy. Nay, they will make
you believe, that alfo thefe might
have been wifer and happier, had they
not led fuch an auftere and mortified
Life here, but taken as much of the
Pleafures of this World, as poflibly
they might ; and after the Enjoyment
- thereof, ftept over, by the fhorteft
and eafieft way, intoa full Pofleflion
ofunfpeakable Joyand Happinefs, jfo
it
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fit with Chrift upon his Throne, and
to reign with him to all Eternity.

Behold ! a piece of Prudence of the
Children of this World, who in "all
thefe Conceits think themfelves to

, be very wife, whilft they are indeed
the greateft Fools upon Earth, Do
but hear what the Lord faith con-
cerning this fort of People, Aaliii.13 :
Tour Words have been ffou againft
me, [aith the Lord: Tet ye [ay, whar
have we fpoken fo much againft thee ?
Ye bave faid, it isin vain to [erve God:
and what profit is it that we have kept his
Ordinance, and that we bave walked
mournfully before the Lord of Hoffs?
And now, wecall the Pround bappy 5 yea,
they that work Wickednefs are fet up s
yeay they that tempt God,are even delie
vered. Then they that feared the Lord,
[pake often one to another, and the Lord
hearkned, and heard it, and a Book of
Remembrance was written before bim for
them that feared the Lord, and that
thought wupon his Name. — And they
[hall be miney faith the Lord of Hofts,
in that Day when I make up my Jewels,
and 1 will [pare them, as a Man [pareth
bis own Son, that [eyveth bim.” Then
Thall ye return and difcern between the
Righteous
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Righteous™ and _the Wicked 5 between
bim that [erveth God, and bim that [erv-
eth bim not. ~Thus doth the Lord de-
cide this matter at once, and calls that
a hard Saying againft his divine Ma-
jelty, when a Man fays,it was iz vain
to ferve God, and no Profit to keep his
Ordinance, and_to walk mournfully be-
fore the Lord of Hofts ? The Children
of this World call a pious Life, a Life
of Papours and Melancholy, or,accord-
“ing to the Prophet’s Phrafe, a fad and
mournful Walking ; whereas pothing
can be fweeter and more grateful to
the Minds of Men, than an unfpotted
Converfation; and nothing harder and
more tirefomé, than the Service of Sin
and Vanity. The Lord himfelf hath
declared the Untruth of this Afferti-
on, and promifed to fhew at laft the
valt Difference between him that
hath ferved his Mafter, and him that
hath ferved him not.

Alas! thefe Men are highly mi-
ftaken in their Conceits about Reli-
gion. They harbour a wrong Noti-
on of the Work of Repentance, fup-
pofing it to be a thing they had with-
in their own Reach and Command,
and that confequently they could res

pent
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pent of their Sins whenever they had
a Mind to it, contrary to the Words
of St. Paul, Phil. ii. 13, 14: Work ont
your own Salwation with Fear and Trem-
bling. Fur it is GO D which worketh in
yor, both ra m/l and to doy of his good:
Pleafure. They do not confider the
imminent Danger of their Ways, and
how hazardous a Matter itis to turn
the Grace of GOD into Lafciviouf-
nefs, and yet, after fo long and hor-
rid an Abufe, depend upon it for
Life and Salvation.

Truly, they have reafon to fear, left
thefe Tenders of Grace, which they
have rejeéted fo long,may, by a uﬂ:
]Ldgn ent,withdraw inTime, andle
the bmner to his own Ways and De-
lufions. For both Scripture and E
perience confirm the Truth of what
is commonly faid : _As a Man bath liv=
ed, fo he dieth. Upon the whole, it
has been fufficiently proved from ex-
prefs Teftimonies of Scripture, that
GOD keeps a moft exa® Account of
all the A&ions of Men, to the very
Thoughts and Defires, nay, the very
leaft Motion, and rnoit fecret Difpo-
fition of the Heart : And that all thefe,
let them be good or bad, fhall be laid

open
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open in the  Day of Judgment, in Or-
der that what is Evil, receive its con-
dign Punifiment;and what is Good,
its gracious Reward. Let therefore
the Word of Solomon be a daily Ae-
mento unto you, recorded Ecclef. Xii.
14.: Let us hear the Conclufion of the
whole Matter :  Fear God, and keep his
Commandments : For this is_the whole
Duty of Man i For God [hall bring every
Work into Judgment, with every [ecret
Thing, whether it be Good, or whether
it be Evil. Likewife that of St. Paul,
1 Cor. iv. 5. Fudge nothing before the
Time, uutil the Lord come, who baoth
will bring to Light the hidden things of
Darkne(s, and will make manifeft the
Counfels of the Hearts: and then [hall
every Man have Praife of God.

If one fhould offer to argue from
Ezek. xxxiil. 14y 16: (Ifthe Wicked
tiurn from his Sin, and do that which s
lawful and right 5 nove of his Sins, thar
be bath committed, fhall be mentioned un-
to him; ) that thofe that repented
atlaft, before they died, fhould ob-
tain a full Remiffion of all their for-
mer Sins and evil A&ions, and con-
fequently lofc nothing at all of that e-
ternal Glory, which is promifed to

riia
trie
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true Believers ; He ought to know,
(1.) That the Text quoted from Eze-
kiel, doth by no means fpeak of fuch
a Death-Bed Repenche, as confifts
ina few penitential Groans, or fome
tranfient Fits of Devotion. For thus
runs the whole Text: When I [ay
unto the Wicked, thou [halt [urcly dic :
If be turn from bis Sirty and. do that which
15 lawful and right : If the Wicked reftare
the Pledge, give again that he had rob-
bedy, WALK in the Statutes of Life
without committing ]f,zg,fmty 5 be fhall
fnrely lme, be H,zziz not-die. None of his
Sins that he bath camm/r,ed., fhall - be
mentioned unto bim : He hath done that
which is Lawful andright ; 5 ke ﬂ:nlﬂ fure=
Iy live. From whe ence it is plain, that
new Obedience, together with the
fucceeding Fruits of Repeatance,muft
moft vifibly appear in a returning
Sinnery and manifelt it felfto that
degree, that every one may be con-
vinced of his real Converfion to
GOD.

(2.) However, though it be very
hazardous to put offthe Work of Re-
pentance to the latter Days of a Man’s
Life, yet if cannot be denied, that e-

vena late Repentance may be attend-
ed
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ed with a Remiffion of all former
Offences, provided it be but fincere
and wnfeigned. Buot then ’tis to be
obferved, thata late and earneft Re-
peatance is a greater Rarity than Peo-
pleimagine 5 “the whole Scripture af-
fording no more than one only In-
ftance -in the Thief on the Crofs, and
this of fo extraordinary a Nature too,
asisnot to be drawn into Imitation.
And there may be fome reafon to be-
lieve, thata Senfe of hisCrimes was
wrought in his Sotl immediately after
he had committed them, and was
now by the Laws of Jufticecaft ina
Prifon. But fuppofe that evena late
Repentance: bg alfo fincere and un-
feigned ; yet can folatea Penitent
never pretend to reap in Eternity,
what he has not fown in Time:
whereas others reap there, what they
have fown here, every one according
to the Meafure of his Seed; either
fparingly or plentifully, as has been
mentioned before.

St. Paunl-aflureth us, that the Work
of fuch a Teacher as hath preached up
nothing but*Wosd, Hay, and Stubble,
(thatis, fuch things as do not great-
ly tend to a real Edification, 1 Cor.

i 139
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il 13.) fhall be burnt, that be fhall
fuffer Lofsy but be bimfelf [hall be
Javed, yet [o as by Fire. Thatiis,
a Maan is glad'to eftape with his Lif
when the whole'Houfe isfet on
So likewife fuch a Teacher will
glad, if his Soul be but faved, (whict
gannot be without true Repentance,)
tho” he fhould find noReward forallthe
L:abour and Painhe hathendured inhis
Minifterial Funétion.

The fame will be theCafe of all thofe,
who,tho’noTeachers byProfeffion,have
however,in the midit of all the A&s of
their - pretended Religion, done no=-
thing but heaped up Wood, Straw,and
Stubble, that is; have wafted = their
Time. with Trifles and Vanities, ra-
ther than endeavoured to lay up in
their Souls the pure Gold and Silver
of :a Faith working by Love, or the
pretious Pearl of the Kingdom of
GOD. If thofe be faved at laft, < it
muft certainly be as through Fire, of a
fincere, tho’ late Repentance ; where-
iny neverthelefs; they will fuffer the
Lofs of all the Works that did not
proceed from a divine Principle. *Tis
therefore beyond all Doubtand Ex-
ception, that the Reward attending

good
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good Works, will not be equal; or e-
qually conferred on all ; but that
there will be differing Degrees of Glos
ry, as {0 many evident Proofs of the
Truth and infinite Wifdom of GOD,
rewarding every one proportionably to
what he has fown to the Spirit du-
ring the Time of his Vifitation upon
Earth.

Thofe thereforé,  who defer their
Converfion till they have firft enjoy-
ed the Pleafures of this World, ~a&
very imprudently in'the Management
of their Soul and eternal Salvation.
For fuppofe they could be fure, that
notwithftanding the long Abufe of all
the Tenders of Mercy, GOD would
give them: Repentance at laft; yet
would they be great Lofers by that
fhort Purfuit of Tempotal Pleafures
and Vanities. For when other Chil-
dren. of GOD;i(after having faith:
fully followed - the -Lord JESUS; and
been conftant in well- doing, and from
their Heart abhorred evil and vicious
Ways,) fhall appear at laft before the
Throne of GOD, adorned with all
the glorious Fruitsof Righteoufnefs
they have wrought ‘herey and find
there recorded totheir unfpeakable

Joy,
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Joy, that they have here fed and
cloathed, lodged and vifited the
Lord in his poor and indigent Members;
(tho’ all this be done fromaPrinciple
of Faith working. thro’ Love, and. not
from any mercenary Regard to Gainor
Reward; ) when thefe, I fay, fhall
find all their Werksagain laid up in
Store whilft they were here;, (1 Tim.
vi. 10.) then others, and even the
late Penitents, cannot pretend to
reap what they did never fow.

Then itwill appear,which_ of thofe
have a¢ted moft wifely. Andthis Diffe~
'ence which then appears, will ftand
to all Eternity.. We fhall then fee
What a Difference there is betwixt a
Child of GOD, which has prov’d o-
bedient to the early Summons of
Grace, and never forfaken the firft
Love, or, after fomeColdnefs there-
in, retrieved it again ; which hath
dailyimproved in Goodnefs andGrace,
and after having finifhed at laftthe glo-
rious Fight of Faith, obtained eternal
Life and Felicity: And between aa
nother, who is faved like a Brand
plu ut of the Fire on a {fudden.

muft pafs throvgh a fhort
_ontrition of Heart,in or-
der
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der to be- the better prepared .fof
the Enjoyment of Grace, and that
lively ‘Faith which is conceived and
born amidit thewvarious Pangsof un-
feigned Repentance.  Thus is fuch a
Soul faved atlaft, yet /o as by Fire%
However, the Salvation rit {felf fhe ob-
tains; will afford her for evernoft
plentiful Matter to praife and exalt
that Love, which hath refcued her on
the very Brink of Deftruéion.

Far be it however to afcribe in the
leaft any Merit or Righteoufnefs- to
the Works of Men. = The Dottrine,
that we ave juftified by Faith alone, ont
of the pure Grace of GOD, through the
Redemprion that is inFefus Chrift, mhom
GOD bath et forth to be a Propitiation,
through. Faith in his: Blood 5 (Rom. iii.
24,25,28.).is a divine and'an eternal
Truth, which eught not to be broke
in upon by any other Dodirine what-
foever. The Confeflion of our An-
ceftors is very plain opon this Head :
We are juftified before GOD, not in
Regard to our Works 3 bnt. e i Re-
miffion of Sin, and_are jujtified before
GOD for Chrift’s [ake-ont of meer Grace,
by Faith ; the Confcience drawing ar the
(ame Time a Comfort from. the Promife

of
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of Chrift, and belicving firmly that we
have Remiffian of Sin, and Merc 'y and
Righteonfne[s, nay, Evernal Life it felf
conferr’d upon us for the Sake of CHRIST,
who bas reconciled us to GOD by his
Death, and made full Atonement for
owr Sins.  And again: We obtain Re-
wiffion of Sin by Faith in Chrifty and me-
rit nothing either by our preceeding or fub-
[equent Works, but receive Forgivene(s
out of mere Grace for ChrifP’s fake.  We
ought therefore conftantly to believe, thar
notwithftanding our-good Works, we arve
reputed Righteous before GOD. for Chrift
his [akey not for any Moerit of Works,
XCe

But that this Do@rine of Fuflifica-
tion by Grace through Faith alone,
doth not clath in the leaft with the
Dolrine of the different  Degrees of
Glory-in Heaven 3 hereof Chrift him-
felf, together with St. Paul, (who
moft: copioufly explaineth the Arti-

. cle of Fauftificarion,) hath clearly con-

vinced us ; as hath been fufficiently
proved from Adarth. xx. and othep
Scriptures quoted on that behaif.
Eiernal Life Is entirely a Gify of
GOD, Rom. vi. 23. But it doth not

follow from thence, that the graci-
ous




g6 The Degrees of Glory.

ous Reward of the Lord muft be
equally -beftowed on all. The Di-
firibution of the Land of Promife
may give us fome Light in this Matter.
This Land was not given to the Chil-
dren of Ifrael out of any Regard to
their Merits or Righteoufnefs, as the
Lord himfelf doth fully declare, Dexnt.
iX. 44 S, 6. And neverthelefs was
the Partition unequal, according to
their feveral Tribes. In like manner
there are many Manfionsin the Father’s
Houfe, (Joh. xiv. 2.) But then they
will be amequally diftributed among
the blefled Inhabitants.

1 fay,all theledifferent Degrees ofGlory,
are by no means to be look’d uvpon as
a meritorious Reward entailed on
thofe that belt deferve it ; but are as
a free Gift only, conferr’d for Chrift’s
fake: They will however help to
difplay the Richesof the Wifdom of
GQD, of his Love and Faithfulnefs,
of his Truth and Juftice, and in a
Word, the Unfearchable Riches of
Chrift, Bph. iii. 8. As in the King-
dom of Grace, to every one that be-
lieveth, Grace is given according to the
MEASURE of ‘the Gift of Chrift 5
(Eph. iv. 7.) fo in the Kingdom of

Glory
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Glory to every one, that hath perfe-
vered in Grace, fhall be given Etera
nal Life, and a Degreé of Glory accord*
sng to the Meafure of ‘the Gift of Chriff
who ‘alone is the procuring Caufe of
all the Gifts and Mercies of God.
Praifed be God for ‘his unfpeakable
Mercy ! :
Before I conclude, I'exhort you all;
that hear this now, or fhallread it
hereafter, in*the:Name of ‘our Lord
Jefus Chrift; that yon confider more
and more fo important a Truth, and
in -the 'Fear!of the Lord fearch’the
Divine Ofacles on ‘that Account: But
then fearch-them'not out of jan itch
of Cariofity, to feed \your Fancy with,
Knowledge(which wot'd but:tend to
‘your greater Damnation,) ‘but, iz the
‘Fear'of the Lord, to fanckify your Heart
through this Truth, * Do not:lofe any
more - Time hereafter, ‘and: do-not
ftand idle in the Market-place any
Tonger; "as if" you were:inot hired :
But- imprave ' your. Time whillt: you
have it, and prefent your: Bodiesy'a liv-
ing Sacrifice, holy and acceptable: unte
God. Strive to become every Day
Joore careful, more fervent, and
more zealous in proving, what is the
E good,
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goody and acceptable, and perfett will of
God. Rome xii. 2. Watch ye, ftand faft in
the Faith, quit you like Meny be firong.
Let all your-things be done: with Charity.
1 Cor. XVi. 14. We befecch yau, that
ye increafe_more and wore. 1 Thefl.
© iv. 10. Whatfocver things are trie,
what oever things are haneft, whatfoever
things, are., jufls whatfoever things are
prres whatfoever things are lovelys what-
foever things are of goed. Repors 5 if there
be any Virtie, and if there be any Praife,
sbink on thefe things. Philip iv. 8. 1
conclude my Exhortation to you with
the Apoftley; fromx Cor. XV §8 «
My: beloved - Brothrem, be -ye . fledfaft,
upmoveable, ' always abounding in. the
Work of the Lord, forafmuch as ye know,
(and now perbaps have learnt to
underftand it better) ithat - your L
bour 3% ot vin vaie in the, Lovd. .-

Now-unto the King Eternal, Im-
mortdl, Invifible, the only wife God
be Honour and: Glory for ever ang
gvers -JAmen. . {

ook

|
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