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Of the Adva ;ur,zrru which iy, be Fix-
petted ;‘;om (wich | Fndeavtinys.

Spiritual Ad- . A S for the Spiritual'benefits which may
Lt be “expected’ o acerue from inch eit-
deavours., and which-weare «chieflyito ret
gard they may -eafily: be'guélied aty mnhde
S ring the miuin feope of:the wholdutihdertat
Chiefly intend- king s which is- nothing, ele: bue theSatis
e tion - of ; Souls-and, wheir :Converfion bto life
everlafting. ' Now: .as; the) Soulis theoprids
cipal part of a Man;-and to bé miafag’dbwith
much gzeatm care thanithe Body',- fo. ek
defignof the Undertaking: wasimevef! to
lay up! =Proviﬁon forithe:Body ; buoithisiwas
only. ufed, as the means €0, make;aqmearer
ftep towards.the Reformation: ofitheiSoul
If any Body put another Conftruction
onfit, and being prejudiced with many
groundlefs fufpicions, queltion the fincerity
of our pretenfions to that great end, heis
defir’d to have patience till the day comes
wherein the Lord will make manifeft the
counfels of the hearts: And fo to leave
the Sentence to God, who alone is able to
fearch the moft fecret recefles of the heait,
referving this as a Prerogative moft pecu-
liar to himfelf,
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In the mean time I doubt not but Peyr. Which may be
fons of candour and unbyafs'd judgment, K"O"™
may without much difficulty penetrate into
the bottom of this Affair, by taking an im-
partial Survey of the whole Method, where-
by the Work is carried on. :

The End we aim at, and the Aeans weBy taking i
make ufe of, for obtaining the fame, are a] Impartial ‘o
of a piece. Whatever is applied to thisyp, grdand
purpofe, tends directly to our great End mezns.
without the leaft digreflion from it. The
means we ufe are of that Nature, that no
body can find fault with ’em under any pre-
tence whatfoever. The Word of God is in-
ftilled into the Children from their Youth
up, and none dares charge us, no not with
the leaft infinuation, that thefe heavenly
Oracles are fophifticated either by Humane
Traditions, or other erroneous mixtures.
Unfeigned Faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift,
is laid for a Foundation, and a real fenfe
of Godlinefs attended with a conftientious
behaviour, are the moft material points, to
the obtaining whereof our earneft Endea-
vours are conftantly direéted.

As near asis poflible, fuch men are chos
fen to manage the Work of Infpection and
Education, as we can fafely rely upon for
their Candor and Integrity (as well as abi-
licy) on that behalf; expeding that they
will render themfelves worthy Examples
both by their Words and their A&ions.

And if it happens that we unexpetedly
miftake in ovr Eleétion, !i_l}e Perfon convii;
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ed of any mildeameanout, is oblig’d to make
room for ‘one ‘that is better qualified.

We prevent alfo, as much as inus lies,
the {preading of infectious Examples amongft
the Childreny leaft *they be perverted from
the right way.  And we take it very kindly;
when any body afiifts us with good advice,
how tolay adeeper Foundation of thé Princi-
ples of trué Piety, and of training up Chil:
dren to them:. Now fuch and the like things
are known fo well, thatthe moft malicious
cannot deny it to be fo,

ML

Two Hours rare fet a patt every Day,
wherein all )mannér ‘of Poor; Blind, Lame;
and impotent Perfons, both fuch/as live a-
mongft us, and fuchas come from abroad;
as likewife Exiles;and fuch ashave loft theiv
Goods by Fires and ina word} all forts of
diftrefled People; are carefully Inftructed -in
thie Principles of Religion, Admenifh’d, Comi-
forted, and av dength fupplied with fome
Bodily Relief. = And this [ think evéry one
will allow to:be a Method ufeful for the
Publick good.

V.

Poor Orphans . -Many poor Orphans, fer whofe ~Educa-
Educared:  tion no body: was in the leaft concerned, and
who otherwife of necellity ‘had been drawil

away - into.. pimberles diforders and moft

hainous SinsyiHave been withheld from the

dangerous courfeswhich a Beggar’s Life might

have expofed ’em to and put under good

Difcipline; and. Inftrudted in the Word of

God. - Whereby in_ time they may become

good Chriftians; and profitable Subjeéts, which

without
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without queftion, muft turn to: the general
good of the Kingdom.
V.

Many Boys of good: matiral Parts and yj,eyral parts
Endowments, by reafon of which they might culcivated.
be'made fit for great Undertakings, lying hi-
therto Buried under the Rubbifh of Ignorance,
for want of Education,becaufe of their Parents
Poverty, or otherways, and whofe pregnant
Genins 'would enable them 'to become great
Inftruments of mifchief to’ their Country
Are now found out, and Educated for the
common benefit, to which they may fome.
time prove ufeful; by promoting the Good
and' Advantage; whether of Church or State;
which is athing that deferves the Applaufe
of every one.

ViI:

More Free-Schools have been fet up by Children
occafion of fuch Endeavours, whereby Parents taughe gratis,
reduc'd to want, and unable to put their

hildren to School, or provide them with
neceffary Books, have an opportunity of fend-
ing ’em where they may be taught gratis;
by means whereof many a Youth, who would
otherwife abandon himfelf zo the government
of fenfual and brutith Lufts, is as it were
pluck’d out of the Jaws of Satan, and in-
ftructed . in the' Principles of Religion, ‘and
other: ufeful learning; fo that he himfelf
reapeth the benefit of the School wherehe
1s bred, and the Commonswealth of a well
qualified Member.

VIL g, The Advaie
And what elfe may fuch Foandations be rf;é_..: t fich
more properly accounted, than Semiraries Free.Sclioolé:
Ha2 1et
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A means to rid
the Country of
victous Peopie.

And the Foun
darion ‘of"a
Roformatiom,

fet up for the general good of the Coun-
try ? Here a Foundation is lay’d for train-
ing up good Workmen in all Trades, good
School-Mafters, nay good -Preachers and
Counfellors 5 'who of courfe hereafter will
think themfelves the more ohlig’d to ferve
every one, becaufe they have bothan expe-
rimental knowledge of God’s Providence
from their Youth up, and the benific of a
found and folid Education. And this may
put Sovereign Magiltrates in good hopes,
that from f{uch and the like endeavours, may
proceed the beft and moft faithful Snbjeéts
ficted - for- their fervice, who alfo may prove
inftrumental in: due time to retrieve others
from their vicious courfe of Life.
VIIIL

By fuch Undertakings therefore the Coun-
try- will be clear’d by degrees of Stubborn
Beggars, Thieves; Murderers, High-way Men,
Foot-Pads, and the whole pack of loofe and
debauch’d People, who (as we.may find if
we- fearch into the true Reafons of fuch o-
verflowing Wickednefs) commonly let loofe
the, Reins to; Diforder and Impiety, becanfe
they never imbibed fo much as. the lealt tin-
&ure of a goed Education. 'Now an Under-
raking of this kind, may.prove areal Foun-
dation of putting fome [top to the fierce tor-
rent of fuch headftrong Vices, and fo con-
duce both to the: Spirittal and Temporal
good of the whole Country.

IX.

Further, whereas by fuch charitable En-
deavours 'for the folid Education of Youth,
not onlya World of fuch and the Jike mif-

chiefs
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chiefs is prevented, and-a Foundation lay’d,
whereon a new ftru@ure of a Reform’d
Life may be rais’d up; but alfo by fuch
vifible Inftances ‘of ‘Alms well-beftow’d, ma-
ny may be-encourag’d the. more willingly
to contribute their charitable -afliftance to-
wards the fupport of fo neceflary a Work,
who perhaps could not be otherwife induc’d
thereto by the moft perfwafive Rhetorick,
without: fuch real demonftrations. of the
benefit propos’d 5 ’tis--manifeflt that the
management of - fuch an Affair as this may
prove -no fmall, help to Magiftrates, for the
better: regulation of fuch attempts, when-
ever they may think fit to engage thems
{elves therein. As for the People, they will
by fuch chatitable Foundations come to:be
melted «down more and more into a gentle
and Charitable temper of Mind: And have the
untractablenefs and fubbornefs of their. na-
tural ~ difpofition. mollified by, mutual. ats
of Charity; ' which will take off much trou=
ble from the Magiftrate, by preventing thefe
diforders,/-which fometimes cannot be . fup-
prefled without great care and application,
X.

>Tis mioreover-a means to wear; off;, at,An Honourto
leaft in fome -meafure, that Staiz which the the Chriftian
Chriftian Religion hath'contra&ted  in thefe, Religion-
our unhappy days; viz. That there is fuch
a crowd of poor helplefs Peopleyin the midft
of thefe -who ftile themfelves! Chriftrans;
whereas the Lord requires. of [His People,
that there fhould be no Poor amongft ‘em,
Hence it is:no {mall Honour to a City. or

H 3. 44 - Country.
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Country if the Poor be regulatly order’d
and tHaintain’d.
XL

Au occafion of ~‘Fhe Prayers of Poor Fatherlefs Children,
many Prayers and ‘of 41l fileh' as’enjoy the benefit of Hof-
to God for the pitals, are the “ftrongelt Wall and Fortrefs,
Nation & tgidefend a'Cityiand Land from the Inva~
fiors of any ' Advetfary ; as on-the contras
ry; ‘the Tears’ ot 'Sighs of poor diftrefs’d
People, who' comitfionly cxprefs their Grie-
varices inl that'fianner, when theylye neg-
le€ted  under 'extream = neceflity, ' draw
dowi- the dreadful difpleafure of Almighty
God, 'againft that sithappy Natiofi ‘wherein

fuch'crueley is ‘praétifed.

XII.
Breeds ufiful -~ CAUgréat many Students; pattly. by being
Minitters and kepit’-undet' a ftri& Dilcipline’ themfelves,
School-Maflers partly by béing ‘every Day employ’d in teach-
mg the Childrén, ‘are prepar’d for afkilfal
Mahagement of Schioolsop and down in the
Chuntty: And hdving been 'ufed to'a good
and ‘exact Mettiod, they may proveinftru-
mental ‘to effedt infome meaforethe Refor:
mation ‘of Scheols, which is fol mcceffary at
this time; efpecially if they fhould happen
to get’ into Parfondges, or "Parochial Cuies,
catid fo'come "to be'intrufted ‘with the pat-

tictldr “ Infpedtion “6f ‘Schools.

' X1IL.
Makes the U- 1At the Whole Univerfity here, thas" been
oiverfity FO0 giEiy for the ‘védl good - of ‘'oMr “Church
and State, To ‘this peneral good isfo farad-
vine’d by fMeans of this Undertaking; as the
miimber of Studénts ‘in the Wniverficy  has
Been ot a little adgmented thercby. Now
the

riin.
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he number of | Students freely maintain’d in
he Hofpital amounts to Fifty, Sixty, Seven-
ty, nay, fometimes Eighty alltogether at-one
time; not to mention thofe who in ex-
pectation - of fuch ‘a  benefit::come " hither,
which muft needs make a' confiderable: ad-
dition to the number of ‘the Students in
Divinity.
XIV:

What Spiritual:benefits-the City of Hal
in particular, ;and  Glaachs in' the Suburbs,
have reapt from.this Foundation, is fuffici-
ciéntly known, and nobody can deny, un-
lefs thofe: whofe3judgments’ are>darken’d and
corrupted by bitter Envy, or rank Atheifm
{o as to render them fupidly: infenlible of
a - Work, whereby-not only many Father-
Jéfs Children 'are!brooght up-to-the glory
of God, but alfor away found 'out’ whereby
poor - People,oboth - Old and - Young,
in-the Cityvand Suburbs, may arrive o a
competent’ knowledge ' of *Chriftian Princi-
ples, not enly ‘by:Publick,. buti Private ITn-
ftructionss thererbeing 'feveral Schools  e-
tefted for-this' Purpofe.

In fuch parts of the Parifh 'as are furthelt
off from the s common : Schools, “becaufe it
would be difficult for Childrento goevery day
fofar, particulariSchools ' have been fet up,
nearer their refpetive; habitations; and all
pretences cutoff, - which Parents might al-
ledge to excufe their backwardnefs in fend-
ing their (Childrefi to School. © 1f they are
unable to pay for{chooling, they may: fend
’em to a Free-fchool, where any Child 1s
provided with Books, Paper,and other ne-

H 4 ceffaries.

The City be
nefited.
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cellaries: - Which isanother benefit redound-
ing to the City and Country by thefe
endeavours,

XV.

Nobody has reafon to think,that thefe Ad-
vantages which have been hinted at, are only
the evaporations of an Idle Brain, without
any real ground  of hope to enjoy ’em in
time to come. For according to the com-
mon {enfe of Mankind, one: may eafily judge,
that as a Tree but newly planted cannot
bring forth a full crop of Fruitinits firkt
Years; fo thefe endeavours (which were be-
gun but abont. fix years ago) cannot ar-
rive to any: confiderable degree of perfe-
¢tion, nor produce thofe happy effects in
fo {mall a fpace of time, which may Here-
after be expefted. Yet 'in: the mean while
1 aflure the Reader, that the Lord hath gi-
ven us already {o many Proofs of his Blef-
{ing, that we have no reafon, when we caft
an eye upon thofe firft Fruits, to hope lefs
hence than the aforementioned Advantages
and benefits. . Not to mention now, that
one may confidently foretel the event of
fuch  things, if ‘the Afeans defign’d for ob-
taining the End be rightly applied. . What
elfe covld infpire us with courage to ate
tempt any- geod ' thing? But while I thus
{peak, I do not deny that humane infirmi-
ties, and even  fcandalous abufes, may too
frequently - infinbate = themfelves into the
beft contriv’d projefts. Many a Plant per-
baps may be nipp’d in the bud.

XVl
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XVt ¢
Befides thefe Spiritual -Advantages re. Other Advan?

dounding to the Fublick, and which we 8 of thefe
have reafon to hope for, we may alfo eafily S0k
difcover feveral outward or accidental be-
nefits, likely to be the refult of fuch an Un-
dertaking., Thus many a poor workman
has got his living whillt the Houfe was a
Building. Many a poor Student has been
fupplied with fome relief: - And who can
deny, that it muft needs tend to the good of a
place, where all the Domefticks, Servants,
and Apprentices, are ufed toa godly and or-
derly way of living, asthey are in the Ho-
fpital 5 there being every where fo greata
want of pious and faithful Servants. Many
a beggarly Child is now Educated in fuch
a way, that he hereafter may get: his own
livelihood, and fo prove ferviceable to others
to whom he would have been a burden, if
he had without reftraint purfued the courfe
he was engaged in.- Many a poor Widow
being reduc’d to the utmoft Straits, and not
knowing where to get-any relief’ for her
Children, is readily fupplied, and the Chil~
dren brought up with greater Care, than per-
haps their own Fathers would ever have
done:

XVIL
And in fine every -one, 1 think willcon- o0 o
fefs that a Town or Country is fo much the ., gr (et
more abnndantly blefs’d with Temporal ad-pe (ho moft
vantages, by how much the more effettual Flourithing.
care is taken for the maintenance of the
Poor 3 Experience it felf bearing witnefs, that

thefe Governments are the moft flourifhing,
which
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which concern themfelves moft to provide
well for the Poor.
CONCLUSION.

This, Beloved Reader; is'the:account of the
Hofpital and other Charity-Schools, which
I would at prefent fincerely offer to: your
confideration, in order to promote: the Ho-
nour, Praife; and Glory of God the giver of
all good; and to encouragemy Fellow:Crea-
tures i Faith and Charity. 1 have ftudied
Brevity - as much as 1 could; and only fet
down fuch things, as ‘I ‘thought might prove
the molt ferviceable for the edification of the
Reader. I 'mean, ' that “he might magnify
theLord, and that every lover of truth might
be-tightly inform’d of what has been hitherto
doie,inthis Affair.

In-the: Account it felf;;[ have:to: the:beft
ofmyknowledge neitherwrong’d norflatter’d
any:-perfon whatfoever, 'though 1 had 'a fair
opportunity to have “done both. Hence:l
may with good reafon require every Reader,
to: give an unreferv’d: credit to twhat has
been deliver’d here. I am in'good:hopes,
that many a Perfon, who thinks it workth
while to perufe thefe ' Sheets, will, for: the
future at leaft reftrain himfelf ‘from-all xafh
Cenfures, and Repent if he has in any.re
fpet judged before the time. Likewife, that
many, by reading thefe endearing Proofs of
the infinite Love and> Goodnefs of sour!great
Geod, will find ‘no{mall: | Eafe and :Comfort
in ‘the »midft: of ‘their: difmal Circumftances,
exciting ’em to run with the greater cou-
rage the race that is fet ‘before ’em. | Ifthat
be in‘any-degree the refide: ofithis: Aocount;
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I fhall: be very  well -fatisfied with, fuch a
Blefling.

Butif it fhould happen, that fome'in read-
ing over thefe Papers,find themfclves prompt=
ed chearfully to fecondiour:endeavours with
{fome aftual: contributiony and: lay out: fome
of -the, generons: efforts s of their charitable
inclinations, towards: the Education of" poor
Childreris I here -affuie the Reader, that ‘it
is rather ! anieffet ' aceidentally refulting from
hence, than @ thing dire@ly propos’d to.my:
felf in the publicition of this: Narrative.

I would have no Perfon upon the: face of
the: Earch: (let:him bernever fo great,emis
nent, -wealthy, pious ot wrell-inclin’d) think
that 1 put:my troft in him. | The Lord, by
numberlefs proofsof his Veracity, hath moit
clearly | demonftrated; that' this Honour:ds
due to him alone; and that I am in ‘grati=
tude bound to depend on him withantire
Confidence, (arnd © that Helby HisiSpifit
might mor¢ and more enable me todothis!)
and. keep from Idols: -In ‘the midft of>the
gredteft  “Trials: he hath: imprefled a-lively
{fenfe ' of ‘that: word upon my: Mind : (Reétwss
ad’ Patrem'griam ad Fratves. 'Tis better fhads
ing: reconrfe in timeof Tribulation, to the Fathery:
than torthe)Brechyen For allicheythat lookunto
him are lightned, and their Facesare not afha-
med Pfalii34. v. s AndtheLord hath taught
me alloby happy experience,the Truth of what
follows" i the nextwverfe: - This Popr:dan
criedy ahd the Lovd beard him; and [aved him
our of all hiis ‘trombles. o v :

I hope that fuch as Fear God, will’ not
brand me with Ingratitude for the plainr-,

nefs
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nefs of my f{peech, nor be. offended with me
that I do not rely upon them, but upon
God:" The adts of Charity by any one per-
form’d upon the Lotd’s Work, are far no-
bler and endearing, if they be done in'fin-
glenefs of mind, and offer’d  up: with a
fincere regard to the Honour of God, and
the benifit of our Fellow-Creatures, :’Tis
the “charaéter of true Love, not in the leaft
to be puffed up in regard - of its charitable
Deeds, but to let ’em fink into ‘oblivion, like
a Sacrifice wholly confum’d by the Fire of
the ‘Altar 5 confiding entirely in Chrift Je-
fus; and feeking after ‘nothing, but to in-
creafe from the fulnefs of Chrift) the in-
ward power and vigor of the Spiritual Life,
lying under a@:deep fence of itsown ‘un-
worthinefs, that {o it may unite it felf near-
ec and nearer to him who is 'the Giver of
all‘good Gifts:

In;fhort, if T-Thould' go about to enume-
rate! all the happy effetts, which:oboth! ag
home’and abroad ‘have refulsed from the ex-
amiple' of our endeavours in thisiAffair, they
would'require a'particular Treatifé;bythem-
felves, « But at prefent, I think I -have fufi-
cient reafon to forbear to infift ‘any: fur-
ther upon that fubjegt.  In the ‘mean time,
the'Lord: hath folly affur’d me, that the world
will.never be able to fapprefs ’em! ' The
Lord I'am fare will water this his Lilly, "that
itemay- ftill ‘more :and more diffufe’ the fia-
grancy. of its.Smell. .. For ‘the Lord Liveth,
and praif’d be God who is my - hiding place :
and: letthe God of my falvation /beexalted
Hallelnjah!
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