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bout the better improvement of the Youth
committed to their Care.

The Adethod they ufe in Teaching is pub-
li’d in. Print for the greater fatisfa&ion
of thofe who defire to be more fully inform’d
in this Affair.

A []Jort Abftract of a Letter concern-
ing the laft Paffages of 7{'55? Life
of the moft Reverend Father in

God Dr. Philip James Spener.

i

SEEing it hath pleafed God to receive
into the Regions of the Blefled his faith-
ful fervant, and our dcar Brother, the moft
Reverend Dr. Philip Fames. Spencr, whofe
conftant Endeavour it was, to render him-
{elf conformable unto the Divine Will ; we
account it our Duty to return moft hearty
thanks .to the Lord, who by his infinite
Power bath preferved, and fafely broughtto
Port, after fo many boifterous Storms and
Tempefts, a Soul, which having here begun
to be united into one. Spirit wicth Him, is
now f{wallow’d up in the infinite Ocean of
His inexhauftible Goodnefs and Love. But
as the Life of this awakening Teacher, and
his whole Condué, did moft lively fet out
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the Nature of unfeigned Faith, Humlity,
and Love; fo his very dying Hours and
Speeches, and all his Behaviour, were feafo-
ned with Power and Energy, and could
not but leave a lafting impreflion vpon the
Minds of all thofe that were about him,
ng to awaken the Soul from her natural
Coldnefs into fome meafure of fervency of
Spirit ; and of this every one mult remain
perfwaded, when he has confider’d the par-
ticular Marks of Divine Favour beftow’d
on him, during the time of his Sicknefs,

°9

one whereof was the confpicuous and unin-
terrupted Tranquillity of Mind he conftantly
enjoy’d. For whereas nothing is more fre-
quent, than to fee the beft and moft hea-
venly minded Souls alfavlted by the Enemy
o aft fides , with Doubts, Perplexities and
‘ears, when they are juft readyto take the
laft Step out of thisinto the other World,
the Lord was gracioufly pleafed to preferve
this his Servant in fafety from the pertur-
bation of theEnemy, fo that no Temptation,
(no not fo much as a fhadow of any) ever
offered to diflturb the Serenity and Calm-
nefs of his Mind. For although He now
and then would heartily complain of Spirs-
tnal drynefs, yet this not proceeding from
ympatience or want of Refignation to the
will of God, it did not difcompofe the
frame of his Mind in the leaft, the fenfati-
ons or relithes of the Life of Grace which
he enjoyed at other times, being retired
for the prefent into the inmoft Center of
his Soul ; the confequence whereof was, that
he could not Praife God with fuch 1‘cadif-

nefs
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nefs and alacrity of Mind for all his Gifts,
as he wilhed and defired to do; where you
may oblerve by the way, that by his own
acknowledgment he had all his life long
made: this one part of his daily Prayer,
that the Lord would be pleafed to vifit his
soul, but one quarter of an Hour before his
Death, with fome heavenly Infufion, and to
prepare her for her Exit out of this World,
which was now granted not only for a quar-
ter of an hour, but for many days together,
wherein he enjoyed a deep and lively fenfe
of the love of God and of his gracious Pre-
fence ; which he no fooner felt than readi-
ly inferr’d, that the time of his departure
was at hand.

But that he might improve this Divine
Gult to the beft advantage, he would not
wholly reft in thofe heavenly fenfations; but
ftill made ufe thereof to increafc his Store
of Chriftian Graces,and efpecially of Humi-
lity and Refignation, well knowing, thatall
Celeftial vifitations ought not only to be
enjoy’d, but alfo to be improved to. a great-
er Purification of the Soul, and the increafe
of all heavenly Vertues. He gave indeed
many proofs of his Humility and Patience
during the time of his Sicknefs, being to a
good degree transformed into that Meek
and Lamb-like difpofition fo much wanting
among Chriftians now a-days. Moft part
of his time he {pent in Prayer and Praife,
offering up to God both his own concerns
and thofe of Chrift’s Church here on Earth.

"Twas about a fortnight before his Death,
when he entred upon his 71/, Year, and rh;n
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he fnpm’“'i the Lord w onid be pleafed to
make Jlﬂf day, whereon he was Born into
this World, the Day of his Departure into
the other. When the Glock ftruck Fivein
the Afternoon, (this being the Hour where-
in he was Born) he ‘with a loud voice Praif-
ed the Lord for all his Favours conferred on
him, Which was attended with a flood of
"icatq and a moft affeionate Confeflion
of ‘all ‘his Sins, the pardon whereof he molft
earneftly mnir'ml All this while a deep
fenfe of -ju.miuvmu Self-abafement might
be ' difcovered in “hitm, and altho’ he had
been“d ‘great Proficient in' the Practice of
Humility,’ during the whole courle of his
Life, it now became much more confpicuous
in him upon feveral accotints. That which
molt affected me; was to hear Him e‘{prcl‘\:
how unprofitable a ‘Servant he bad been, and
bow [mall a part of bis'Life be had confecrated
to ‘the [ervice of God." This ‘made by fo-
much a deeper impreflion upon my Heart,
by’ how much the bétter T knew  how w1l-
lingly " he‘offered” up' himfelf as a daily’Sa:
crifice to “be fpent in doing the Will of
(‘od and how free he was from that Tin-

f”:m Allay of Self-love, whichis too apt
ro intende into the moft’ Spiritual actions of
a Chriftian. ‘But it'is'no’great wohder, to
fee any one, who Hath''made fome difcove-
ries of the Riches of ‘Divine Grace, under-
valuing himfelf, and finkihg lower anid lower
into aenfe of his’ 6yn No:b.umzt/', as he
percerves tie L ife and Power of (J!JCG]])I!HQ;'
ing up, and-advancing higher and" higher in
his regenciate Soul.
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He moft heartily’ Prayed for the King,
efpecially near ‘the approach” of His Death.
The day before he dyed he caufed the 17th.
Chap. ‘of the Gofpel according to St. Fobz
to be read to Him three  times together:
And indeed it was one of his favourite
Chaapters ; but yet no body could ever pre-
vail with him ro Preach upon it, faying he
aid_not underfland. it.  On the fame day he
talked much of Simeon’s ‘departure, but his
Voice was then already fo low, that we loft
many of His Words, which might otherwife
Lave been treafured up for our Edification,
That'day he grew fo weak, that we every
Hour expected the happy conclufion of his
Life; however he did mnot forbear in few
words to. Blefs all thofe that came to fee
him.” Towards Evening he fell into a fweet
flumber, which continued upon him for the
moft parttill next Morning, being the grh.
of February 1705. And when he waked,
He faluted them that were about him, and
called for a little Cordial; after which, at
His own requeft He was fet up in a
Chair, but wichin a little while as they
were endeavouring to put him into his
Bed again, the Thread of his life fnapt a-
funder, and he fuddenly expired under the
Hands of his Lady, without any great Pangs
or violent confli¢t of nature.

Some days befare his Deuth, he gave or-
der that nothing (no mot fo much as one
Thread) of black fhould be in his Coffin:
For fays he, 1 have been a Sorrowful Man thefe
many Yearsy lamenting the deplorable State of
Chriff’s Church Militant here on Earth ; bt now

being
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cing upon the Point of retiring into the Chureh
hzf:mf'lf ant. s, Heaven, I r':ll not bave the
f " Sorrew ie{r upon me, but my Bo-
ly | wr tpx up all over in white ,Jor atefti-
mony that 7 d. ¢in cxpectation of a better and
Glorions State of Chy zﬂ 5 Cmrw, to come

1707 (
even mpon Earth.  His Funeral Text was Rom,
VIIL 1o, And as Humility had been the
chief Ornament of his Life, {o his care now
was to Preach np the pn&.” thereof even
after his own Dzath, by fmb[ddmg any of
His furviving Friends either €0 compofe a-
By Llegy upon him themfelves, of to accept
of any if it fhould be fent to “em from any
other pmcc

Thus the Servant of the Lord is gone to
his Relt; havmglen anumberlefs Spiritual Off-
{pring behind him, among whom his Name
will be as fragr: ant Ointment, and the re-
membrance of of his truly Chriftian Conver-
fation, a daily ‘Excitement and Encourage-
ment to. prefs forward, and with Patience
to run the Race, that is fet before "em.
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