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14 THEOLOGICAL

Pl e
The dreicles themielves acJarge, with the ad-
mirable Expofition of them by Dr. Burvet , the
prefent Bishop of Salisbury, ave well worsb any
man’s perufal. :

[}

Of the fruit of vvatching and
| praying '
(William Shevidan ,D. D. Lovd Bi-
shop of Kilmove and Ardaghsin his
 Severd! Difcour/fes, primtedat
Loudon 1704. Difc. 3.
7-96.)
LUKE XXI .

\ 7Atch ye therefore and pray alvvays,
V¥V that ye may be accounted vvorchy
to elcape all these things , which shall
come to paf§, and to ftand before
the Son of man.

He Fruit of warching and praying fet forth

in thefe words is (1) Privative : 7o escape
alithese thing s, Which shallcome ta pafi.(2) Pofiti-
ve: Toflandbefore the Sanof man Firftof the pri=
vative; 7o escape all these things (i e. dangers
and judgements foretold by Christ ) ‘-\'hlc_h
they did, partly Upon our Savieur's advertie
{ement in this Chaprer, and partly upon fo-
me

ma S " -



=

—

EXAMPLES. 115

-
e

me later Premonitions : For as{oon as Ceffins
Gallus | ot able té give any Reafon for hisfo
doing, but (without doubt overruled by Gon)
withdrew the Sicge from Fernfalém sthe poor
Chriftians removed 'to Pellz, a little Village,
noc far from it, and escaped all those plagres,
that fell upon the Czzy.  And vvemuit con-
clude, thar next to the Merey of GOO, they
owed their deliverance to their warehing and
praying. For GOD has promifed deliverance
upon theseterms: Call upon me faith he, inrhe
day of trouble ,and i will deliver thee; For wat-
ching and praying blot out che Seore, that Sin
has contracted ; and then punishment , which
is always in relation to an offerce, is removed
or withheld; and they do this not by way of
Jarisfattion , or paying the debe, bur by way
of imperration y and pacifying the vyvrath of
GOD, and thar for chis reafon : becaufe all
Godrs rhreatnings of punishments are under
a condition, expreft or implied.  Otherwise
the Nizevires had not prevented the punish-
ments denounced by 7orab by their repen-
tance ; nor Ahab by his humiliation de-
fer’d the deftruction of himfelf and family;
nor Hezekiab by prayers and tears prolong’d
his life. 1 bave Sfeenthy tears , {aith GOD,
bebold i Will add to thy days fifteen years. And
good reafon, it should be fo : for Nineveh
was not the fime Niweveh: And tho’ this
be fo ; you are to take notice, that GOD
H ne-
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never changes his wil/ | tho he ofientimes
willlachange; that 1s when the objeétis chan-
ged. . “Tbhe swerdand the Crown, (1O use An-
Jebm’s comparilon) hang immoveable from
the roeff of the houfe. and we remove {uccel~
fively from.under the one, to be under the
other; that is,. we move by Si» from the
Crawn to the Swerd, and by r'cpcnt:mcc back
ﬂg-‘iu from the Sword to the Crown. Al]d
therefore the Primirive Church did preferi-
be to their penitents mourning gnrmmn'_,:lb_-
fiinence from feaffs, and from the use of
The Marriage bed wu{ching and _/‘(t_[x'r'fng, and
humiliations - and prayers, and tears, and
fighs, and alms , and preftrarions ; not only to
f.;i':is'f'y‘ the Church in p(_:int of Scandal, but
:1”0_ becaule by thefe means God is pacified,
his ]udgmm:m;pn,-\'cntcu_l ,hiswrathaverted,
and confequently his juftice fatisfied; not by
afauistaction of meris , but by afatisfaction of
gomplacence , for Chriyf?s fake ; Nay further,the
warching and prayers of bur one of Goa’s {er-
vants may prevent the ealamiry of an whole
Narion, City or Society. For ten righteous
Perlons upen dbrabari's prayer had f.u'uvcn-
ted the deftruction of Sedom. And God'{pa=
red the whole people of ifrac/upon the fup-
p]h;ntimi of Mofes ; and the City of Zpar U=
pon the petition of Lo ; and all the palsen-
gersin the ship for St Pauls fake ; the words
4L€ very emphatical : Fear ner, 1’»1”/:(’"”[&;”5

given
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&wen thee all them , that fail With thee A cls 37y e
24, They were utterly loft in themfelyes,
and owed their lifes only to St. Pail His arm is
nocfo sborened, but that he may do apain, what
he has once done. lnuyurtwuh thacour
Watching and pray:e .‘fdhu'u i not'preventa Na-
tional ,zfr/gnma 5y retthe bAL il Prevent our own
patticular calamity, Jw Jofiatrh God:go throuph
tbe midst of the Cicy and fer amgrk :.,m 12bg foy e
beads of all thar figh and cry, /‘ur the dbamiziae
2ion :f»fu reof , that the a’rjz'rgju THAY BOL Lot thewmy,
Ezek. 9.4. Orif God forjult and hidden cau-
fes thinks fit to dlfpt.nsc. with his Zemporal
prnmabus yet they shall be our f#fery at the

day of deom, whul we come 20 fland before
tie Son of man.

And this brings me to the fecond branch
of my last ])’11!‘1(..111.11 ; the politive fruits of
our, fafting and praying, n thefe words , zo
Sfaud before the Son of man Lh.]t 15, With cone
fidence, with.comfort and with joy; without
that jmr and - sbame , with which they
shall be confounded, who shall, through the
guile and horror of their rrmfm icery Cry out
to.the Aills, and the mountains o fall upor
rhem, and ro cover them from the purarh of the
lamb., and from rhe face of bim . ihir ey upon
thesThrowe. To {tand, that is, to conaguer,
to overcome in judgement.,before the $sx of
many that iS, the Zvibunal of Chriff ar doomsa
day,whichis therefore call’d the day of the

13 Lovd
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Lord. For as we have had our 4ays , and mis=
pent them, {o the Zord vvill have his 4y, to
call us to an account. Now all things are
confufedly shuffled inan burly burly , they then
shall be fectled in their proper places for e~
~ver and ever ; and tho’ the razg/fz/c‘r:uion of
the great diffance of this day, together with
its Relation to 3 finaland géneral judgement,
may tempt us to defer this [0 necefsary 2
Dty of waiching and praying 5 yet the parti~
cular day of jydgement , which is at the end f)_t
every ma’ns natural Zfe, is not very far off,
but may ( for ought we know) oversake fome
of us, before we go from hence;and there-
fore should enforce the immediate and pre-
fent praétice of this dury : because, that if 'vve
he not qualified for Safvarion at thisour parti-
cular period , vve shall néver be able to ftand
before thisour judge; unlefs ic be to our con=
fufion ,and to receive that killing fentence
Go, ye curfed, into everlafling burnings, prepared
for the Devil and bis dangels. And tho’ we ha~
ve escaped many dangers and ficknesfes, and
judgements; yet lecus not prefitme upon this,
and think to put the evi/ Day far from us;for
we shall at laft partake of the common £a/¢
of Morrals | and‘appear before the judgenien®
fear of Chrift; weho will make all thofe confi-
deracions, by which he was formerly redu-
ced to commiferate our eondition, the m."”t
}U’C‘!'JIUIIL motives to (,'nhm](_‘c our {)Uﬂl‘ih-
ment




EXAMPLES. 19

—— pRh—-—

ment. For he is appointed to be our sudge,
not'only becaufe he has merited to be thug
highly exalted for his great humiltation, bug
alfo thac he might be vigble and confpicuous
to the judged. ~ The School-men make four
fortsof judges : Firft «durhoritative ; fo the
blested Zviniry shall judge : Uhe!#Farker has
comitved all judgement:to the Son. (2) Pro=
nuntiarive; o God shall judge the decrets of
Meriby Jefus Chrilt. (3) Approbatve ; Know ye
not , that the Saints shall judge the world.
(4) Compararive or Examplary; The Queen of
Nineveh shall rife up in judgement, with this
generations, and condemn it. I mightprove
the Cerraingy of this judge’s coming by texts
of Seriprare | by types and figures, beforethe
Law, under the Law and after the Zaw ; by
teftimonies of men, angels and Devils 5 by Hea=
thens and Chriftianss by the Juftice of God ,
and the internal Power of Confeience. Butit
is an’ article of our Fairh, and that faves me
the labour of proving of it , and forbids you
to queftion the Truzh of it.

I might now fetoutche Zerrorsof thisday
by réciting out of St. Jerom thofe Prodigies,
that shall happen for fifteen days before ity
the leaft whegeof is fuflicient to firike the
pvorld into an amazement, by telling you,that
at Chrifts firft coining he came to fifer , and
not to triumph, to be judged, and not te
Judge : But now he shall come with Maje/ty

H 4 and
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and great glory, withysftice and an impargial
Spivir ; to Judge both the quick and the dead.
Before Fobn, the Baprift,wias his berauld ;but
now the drebangel of Ged; before he rod u-
pon an 4/ bur now the upon clouds of the air;
Before there vvasno form nor beanry inhim;
but now thie glorious Raies of his Maje/ly
shiall more eclipfe the $wu, than the fplendor
of the Sun does not out-shine: a glow-worm;
before  he ‘came in ‘the forsn of a fervant;
dow m the Mayely of a,.Kingi. [The Day
of Mercy is past, and thisisithe day of porath,
wherein: thesrars of Heaven shall Jofe their
light,thesusand the Moonshallput on thebloo-
dy colours of the day;and the powersof Hes-
ven Shall befoshaken thatthe dxle~rreethere~
of shall give agreat Crack . and both the Po-
tes shall clash againft oneanether; and theSes
shall miake an hideous roaring , by vomiring
6D it8 dead ;and the Eareh shall be, violently
torn from her Cesrre, appearing full of yaw -
fing clifespand fulfering grievous rArawesand,
ftrong convulfions, asif she were reemifig with
af other Gereration, andehe tombs and gra-
ve-ftonegshull be violently. broken up 5 with
a fudden eruprioicof a-more mumerous! . off=
Jpring, than that of Cadrmuss hallning to come
to judgement :and inthe clofe ofall,chig great
fabrick-of Heaven and Earshshall be nﬁcr’d}i}),
as'ah #olozcanft | to honour the approaching
ofthis moft gloriousandimpartial judges and
thefmoke of the rormented shall ascend up

for
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for ever and ever. Here will be no bushes
torun behind with ddawm; for voe muft all
appear before the judgement nfeat of Chrift.z, Cor.
5:10. QasgwFvas, or Englishword , agpear, is
100 shorg; vather manifeftari, as Erafmus has
it, be made manifeft ; confpicuons, transparent,
as Chriftall; all mask and hypocritical difgui-
Sesmuft be laid afideand all our fecrer thoughrs
and actions or midnight, Revels and clofer

Jelehinefs o with their refpective aggravaring

circumftances of disgrace and icregularity,
shall be expofed to the publick view of al! the
vvorld; (0 that the belt and modefteft per-
fon will have caufe enoigh of sharme and con-
fulion. - This, this isable to make a man
tremble with Foesix , dnd to firike him into
Belshazar’s paralytick pofture : believe bue
this, and {pend a few of your morning and
fober thonghrs in meditating on it, and -§i ,
willfully upon deliberation; nay mifs of Hea-
ver ,it you can.

I confefs, that, though vicious habits are
mare eafily contracted , than lost ;5 yet there=
memmbrance of thisjudgement ,and that Eter-
vity of 246 or rormepe , that actends ic , you
shallfind by experience , willso foften your hard
hearts, and break the chains of your /ms , and
fer you at fuch 4berey , that you -shall run the
ways of Ged's commandments with cheerful-
nefs.  Therefore as-Gideos’s soldiers vvere
arm’d vvich Jm'f;'/:;'rj :%!Jd!.i.‘i?‘w, eVery Christian

H s ought
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oughttoarm himfelfyvich the Remembrance
of his mortalicy (zhat is our pitcher of clay ) and
the found of the laft trampet; and, being
Chriit shallbe ourjudge, toendeavour toplea-
fe binw, and to even our acconnts with him
nowsthathemaybe our friend then; To jud-
ge our [elves  chat vvemay notbe ju;fg_cd ;' TO
lay a stde all rvancowr/fmalice , and revenge, all
double desling and ungenteel, ‘disingenuous
fupplanting one another 5 that having thus
done our dury', vve may wellcome'that day ,
that shall not only' deliver us from the frares
of the devi/, and the rroubles of this uncer-
tain, miferable, wretched /e ; burdlso a sfign
us to C\’C]‘};lﬂ‘il'lg manfions of Erernal Bl
and happinefs,

Andnow ishalladd this general application,
that we take notice , thatall the predictions,
that were fore-runners of the deftcuction of
Fernfalom,are exaltly come to pals inour days,
and if s0, you will be certainly eafily convin-
ced, that this Kirgdom [ this City ,isnot far from
fome fatal judgement: but then rake notice
also of Goa's unfpeakable Goodnefs , that as
he has forewarned us of the dexger ; s0 to
shew us, how unwilling heis to deftroy you,
he has pré(cribed remedies, upon the fincere
ufe of which yot may certainly efzape, for the=
reis yer aposfibilitys his judgements arenot
gone (o far yer; bue that they are revertible,
Butifwe slightand negleét thiswarning ; and

4 ' caft
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caft away this opportunity 5 aS VVe have done
many before, and be never a jot the better
for all the Remedies, he has caft avvay uponus,
but add to the mealure of our iniguiries, by
fuperadding toall our other /zs, impenitence
and hardnefs of heart, there isno more hopes
of mercy but a fearful looking for judgement :
For hitherto vvhat forbearance vveobrained
by Christ's intercesfion, when Godfent out his
warrants to. his deliroying <gels against us,
was out of meer pity and love to our fouls,
expecting, thatvve shouldrepencand amend;
and now if we be not melted into fome go od-
nefs of Narure by thofe kinder dealings, he
vvill punishus vvithall thepleguesand judge=
ments threatned in his/ew; orthat, vvhich is
yet the heavieft judgement of all, fuffer usto
go on and prosper inour /s, and give over
{triking us,and dismifs us, vvith a bebold | yon
defpifers, and Wonder and perish.  But i hope
better things of you, and therefore pasfio=
nately befeech you, in Chrii?s ftead, thacbe-
forethis fatal Decree palsesourof God’s mouch,
you give but ane vital Spring ; and ifnotout

of love to Ged, and gratitude to Chri, who'

has shed the laft drop of his blond for'your re-
demption’, yet out of meer charity to your
Sonls , and pity to thefe diftrefsed harafSed
Kingdoms,haftning to ruin, ftand in the breach,
toturn away Goa's wrath by V\".ltching and

praying ¢+ - And fince thefe are preferibed s,

by
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