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Summary

Francke, father and son, their assistants and followers com-
bined a unique zeal for universal religious reform with an
impressive philanthropic and educational programme and
active engagement in a global Christian mission that laid
the foundations for the European ‘civilising mission’ of the
19th century. The backbone of the Francke Foundations’
complex system of schools, missions and religious politics
formed a truly global communication network. This net-
work, uniquely preserved in the Foundations’ archive, was
not only connected to a printing shop, which transformed
the information from correspondence into newsletters and
journals, but also to Baron Canstein’s Bible press which rev-
olutionised mass printing in the early 18th century and dis-
tributed millions of Bibles worldwide.

These various enterprises were supported by and con-
tributed to a magnificent library. Primarily focused on the-
ology and religious matters, the library also covered many
other areas of knowledge, and compares with the best schol-
arly libraries of its day. Today’s collection comprises over
144,000 books, many from the early modern period, with
maps and manuscripts from all over the world in many dif-
ferent languages, and is still housed in an immaculately pre-
served, early 18th century library building, Germany's oldest
existing purpose-built public library.

The global dimensions of Halle’s quest for acquiring and
disseminating knowledge are best represented in its beauti-
fully restored Wunderkammer (‘Cabinet of Wonders’). This
soon became an attraction in its own right, acquiring the
status of a public museum.

With these diverse activities combined in one large insti-
tution of Christian ‘practical utopianism’, the Francke Foun-
dations’ buildings in Halle represent more than just an ex-
traordinary architectural testimony to the power of
Protestant reform in Prussia at the turn of the 18th century.
The collections preserved in them also represent an extraor-
dinary archive of knowledge, both for the general visitor
and academic researcher. Moreover, these collections func-
tion as a remarkable prism illustrating the many varied fac-
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tors flowing into the transition from the so-called first or
early modern period to the second period of 1gth century
globalisation, with its combination of mission and trade,
communication and technical innovation, scholarship and
global knowledge production, and its religious and civilising
mission at home and abroad. With this institutional and in-
tellectual infrastructure and its global outreach preserved
in its authentic state and at its original location, the Francke
Foundations’ buildings provide a truly unique ‘cosmos’ of
18th-century knowledge and a heritage site of outstanding
universal value.

Pietism, communication and new media

August Hermann Francke sought to achieve a renewal of
the world through the spirit of awakened piety. This practical
Christianity, which aimed at changing the world, comprised
the key elements of a Christian education and, in particular,
the formation of Christian elites, the mission in Germany,
Europe and globally, as well as the establishment of Christian
communities and a deliberate personnel policy to spread
the seeds of this new belief. Communication lay at the heart
of this practice as a means of propagating the Christian mes-
sage and of conversion, as well as of creating communities
and networks.

Hence, when August Hermann Francke started his work
in Halle, he built up a network of correspondents soon cov-
ering all of Europe, in particular eastern Europe, America
and — in the course of the mission — India. In all countries,
Francke had intermediaries, usually in high-ranking posi-
tions and often ex-pupils from his schools, working on the
common goal of Weltreformation (world reformation). The
objective was to support these intermediaries spiritually,
coordinating and controlling their activities. However, they
also provided a flow of information of all kinds back to
Halle, turning the Francke Foundations into a leading centre
of news. The Francke Foundations’ archive has records of
over 20,000 letters to and from August Hermann Francke
alone, let alone the additional correspondence conducted
by assistants, successors and friends.
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This global correspondence network not only served as a
basis for the Francke Foundations to coordinate their own
policies, but also as a commercial basis for entering into the
modern media market. From 1703, Francke was granted the
royal privilege allowing him to publish a newspaper. After
initially appearing in handwritten form, a printed broadsheet
was issued from 1708 which also contained news from
Francke's own correspondence. In addition, the Halle pub-
lications included devotional writings and, above all, journals
such as the Hallesche Berichte. The latter disseminated reports
by missionaries at the Halle mission in Tranquebar in India,
and the revenues from it went to support the mission. The
Bible Society founded in 1710 by Baron Carl Hildebrand von
Canstein was at the centre of the Francke Foundations’ print-
ing activities. Using a new typesetting process, the printing
of the Bible was revolutionised so that by 1719, when Canstein
died, the previously inconceivable number of over 100,000
Bibles alone had been printed and distributed at affordable
prices. In 1725, to safeguard the profits from the printing
shop, Francke also set up his own paper mill, affiliated with
the printing shop. In a previous step, he had already secured
the sales of these publications through the Foundations’
own bookshops.

In the Protestant sphere, the Francke Foundations' net-
work of correspondents and their archive are unparalleled.
Although the Moravian community in Herrnhut, which
evolved from Halle Pietism, also established an archive, this
was set up a later date. In general, moreover, those conduct-
ing the Herrnhut correspondence were not integrated into
similarly high-ranking political networks, nor was there any
equivalent marketing of the news content. The records of
the Basel Mission, founded in 1815, only cover the 19th cen-
tury. Within Protestantism, the Society for the Promotion
of Christian Knowledge (SPCK), founded in 1698 in Britain,
is the only organisation with a similar archival wealth of
18th-century materials. Francke worked closely together
with the SPCK, whose archives are now part of the University
of Cambridge archival holdings. However, from the outset,
in contrast to Halle, the SPCK was less an organisation fo-
cused around a charismatic religious leader with sweeping
vision, than one dedicated specifically to disseminating
Christian writings. Furthermore, the SPCK's records are no
longer part of an originally preserved ensemble of architec-
ture and archive,

For this reason, the Francke Foundations and their archive
can, in fact, only be compared with the large Catholic orders

and, in particular, the Jesuits. The Society of Jesus’ pro-
gramme of forming religious elites through education, in-
ternational power politics and the world's (re-)Catholisation
must have inspired Francke's visions and organisational
style. However, the structures of the Society of Jesus were
different, and had no parallel in Protestantism. Moreover,
with its physical as well as religious proximity to the Vatican,
the Jesuit Order was almost a part of the Papal apparatus.
Asaresult, many of the Order’s buildings — though not their
intellectual infrastructure — belong to the UNESCO World
Heritage Sites through the Vatican’s heritage status. And
any comparison based on the model of the Society of Jesus,
which was founded in the 16th century, fails to allow for
precisely the new focus and modernity of the Pietist Protes-
tant institution of the Francke Foundations in the 18th cen-
tury. Certainly, the Jesuits did not merely use their extensive
correspondence for internal purposes, since from the turn
of the 17th century annual missionaries’ reports appeared
in printed form. However, such reports were not published
as newspapers or journals and, most notably, as they were
printed in Latin well into the rgth century, they were not in-
tended for a broad audience. Furthermore, in the 18th cen-
tury, the Jesuit Order came under increasing pressure, was
driven out of a number of countries, and in 1773 supressed
entirely. Finally, the nature of the Order’s headquarters in
Rome was very different from the Francke Foundations in
Halle, where mission, education and scholarship were chan-
nelled into a uniquely lived symbiosis which was given a
concrete architectural form.

Library and scholarship

In 1698, the needs of the schools at the Francke Foundations
and Francke’s general enthusiasm for education led to the
establishment of what was initially a small library. From the
outset, Francke envisaged the library as being open to the
public. Through acquisitions and, first and foremost, dona-
tions from large scholarly libraries (such as those of Canstein
and Stryck, among others), the library quickly grew into
one of the leading early modern libraries in the German-
speaking area. The library is fully preserved with a collection
reflecting academic scholarship in those areas of theology,
education and Christian mission associated with Francke
and the Foundations from the very earliest days. Today, the
library comprises over 144,000 printed volumes, many from
the early modern period, as well as medieval manuscripts
on vellum and paper, valuable maps and collections of pic-
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tures. At the end of the 18th century, the library comprised
around 18,000 volumes and the collection grew significantly
once again, thanks to numerous donations, mainly in the
19th century. Some sections of the collection are of out-
standing value both for the history of science and the history
of the book. Not only does the library cover the entire range
of contemporary sciences but, thanks to the collecting un-
dertaken by the Francke Foundations’ missionaries and in-
termediaries, it is also includes intercultural and polyglot
materials rarely found in collections at that time.

The quantitative importance of the library's collection
can be gauged by the fact that only a few of the German li-
braries in the early 18th century had significantly larger hold-
ings such as, for example, the Herzog August Bibliothek in
Wolfenbiittel. Moreover, in comparison, even such an ex-
ceptional library as the Bodleian in Oxford only comprised
approximately 250,000 books in the mid-19th century. Sim-
ilarly, it was not until the end of the 19th century that the
collection of the famous Bibliotheca Ambrosiana in Milan
amounted to 160,000 volumes. In 1872, when the Italian
state confiscated the library of the Gregorianum, the Jesuit
university in Rome, the collection had shrunk to a mere
45,000 books (as a result of the Order's difficult history in
the 18th century).

In the Francke Foundations’ library, the single largest sec-
tion of materials is dedicated to theology, which accounts
for over fifty per cent of the collection. Here, for example,
the materials published by the Francke Foundation printing
shop and the Canstein Bible Society, together with important
copies of the Bible, Pietist writings and the entire spectrum
of theological scholarship comprise one major section. In
the context of biblical studies and translations, the linguistic
sciences and regional studies are especially important, aside
from such other subjects as political and natural science.
The library’s holdings expanded in the wake of August Her-
mann Francke founding the Collegium Orientale Theologicum
in 1702, a training institute for linguistic and biblical theology
supported and headed by the leading specialists in oriental
studies at that time. The collection similarly grew in 1728
when Johann Heinrich Callenberg established the Institurum
Judaicum et Muhammedicum, which was associated with the
Foundations, as it similarly did with the mission to India.
Hence, in a unique way, the library of the Francke Founda-
tions in Halle reflects the global knowledge of its day. It con-
stituted the knowledge infrastructure of an undertaking
which, through its goal of disseminating Christianity to the
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world, engaged intensively and profoundly with non-Euro-
pean cultures and languages.

The library’s outstanding cultural importance is further
heightened by August Hermann Francke’s decision to build
a new purpose-built library to house the expanded stocks.
The library building, of considerable significance both ar-
chitecturally and in art historical terms, still houses the col-
lection today. Moreover, thanks to the surviving catalogues,
it is possible to reconstruct the system of shelving the books
first introduced by Francke and which was informed by the
latest debates on libraries at that time. The historical collec-
tion is today arranged as it would have been at the close of
the 18th century. Since the Herzog August Bibliothek's pur-
pose-built library in Wolfenbiittel, similarly constructed in
the early 18th century, was demolished in the 19th century,
the Francke Foundations' library is now the oldest purpose-
built library in Germany outside monastic buildings or royal
palaces. Given that Francke opened the library’s holdings
to the general public as well, this library can be regarded,
along with the Herzog August Bibliothek, as one of the most
important public libraries of its time in Germany.

Quite aside from other criteria, this local continuity and
the significance of the library building in particular underline
the outstanding importance of the Francke Foundations' li-
brary. In the 19th century, the purpose-built Herzog August
Bibliothek library was replaced, as noted above, by a modern
structure, and although the Bodleian rotunda, finally com-
pleted in 1743, is undoubtedly impressive, the interior has
been adapted a number of times to meet the requirements
of a modern university library. In this sense, the nearest par-
allel may well be the Bibliotheca Ambrosiana in Milan, which
is the second oldest public library in Europe after the
Bodleian, and is similarly connected to a school for studying
ancient languages as well as having a printing press for
books and, last but not least, an associated museum. How-
ever, the thrust of its collection is clearly indebted to the hu-
manist ideal of education and remained primarily focused
on the educational canon dominant in the European Mediter-
ranean world. The design of the Sala Fredericiana, the first
public reading room in the Veneranda Bibliotheca Ambrosiana,
followed the standard principle of a wall-system library,
with shelving for the books lining the walls. In contrast, the
Francke Foundations' library adopted the principle of placing
bookshelves at right angles to the walls as found, for example,
in the Wren Library in Trinity College, Cambridge or in the
library at Trinity College, Dublin. Although some German
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libraries (e.g. Gorlitz), then copied this Kulissenbibliothek,
where the shelves at right angles formed a ‘perspective
scenery’ similar to a stage, there are no known models for it
within the German-speaking world. In its functional sim-
plicity, the spatial design represents a particular expression
of Protestant scholarship, quite possibly creating a deliberate
contrast to the ornate display of books found in Baroque
monastery libraries in Europe and Latin America. In this
sense, in its entirety as a complex combining the collection
and the experience of its authentic presentation in its original
form, the Francke Foundations’ library is unparalleled and
of “outstanding universal value”.

Cabinet of Artefacts and Natural Curiosities
It was common for early modern libraries, and especially
court libraries, to be supplemented by collections of other
natural and artificial objects. For example, the Bibliotheca
Ambrosiana in Milan also housed the Pinacotheca Ambrosiana
art gallery, while Athanasius Kircher, one of the best-known
early modern scholars, established the Museo Kircheriano, a
typical Baroque cabinet of curiosities, at the Jesuit Collegio
Romano. From 1698, for teaching purposes, August Hermann
Francke also started a collection of naturalia, which soon de-
veloped into an extensive cabinet of natural curiosities. In
the 1730s, the collection was moved to the large attic room
in the mansard roof in the Orphanage. The artist and natu-
ralist Gottfried August Griindler was entrusted with the
task of re-structuring the collection and creating a suitable
interior design for its display. In the 20th century especially,
the room and collection suffered from the general decay of
the building and neglect. However, since 1992 the room has
been restored to its original state and once again displays a
substantial proportion of the original objects and artefacts.
The collection, which soon became famous, was already
open to the public in the 18th century and attracted many
visitors. Even today, the collection not only provides an out-
standing insight into the particular culture of knowledge in
Halle Pietism, but also into the Francke Foundations’ exten-
sive connections to the rest of the world. Indeed, to a certain
extent, Francke's cabinet of curiosities was precisely intended
to give, in one room, a tangible form to these connections.
Griindler's display structure was largely informed by the
‘museum theory" of his day — the naturalia were separated
from the artefacts, and objects were stored in customised
shelving with shelf bases and drawers allowing them to be
arranged by size. The artefacts in particular reflect the par-
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ticular focus and interests of the Francke Foundations with
the collection comprising special topics such as India, reli-
gion and, for example, writing implements and the type of
letters used in writing. Griindler also decorated each of the
display cupboards with artistic and exact depictions of the
objects found in them.

Today, this cabinet of curiosities offers a uniquely authen-
tic impression of an 18th century collection. Since the ma-
jority of early modern cabinets of curiosities were later ab-
sorbed into other collections, this cabinet is of outstanding
importance. Although the Kunstkammer of Archduke Ferdi-
nand I of Tyrol has been preserved in its entirety at Ambras
Castle near Innsbruck, it has been adapted to be shown ina
new museum environment, The Pinacotheca Ambrosiana only
contains paintings, while the renowned Tradescant collec-
tion of rarities, the first cabinet of curiosities in England
open to the public, was absorbed into the collection which
later became the foundation for the Ashmolean Museum
in Oxford. Hans Sloane’s collection similarly provided the
basis for the British Museum; since 2003, the museum’s En-
lightenment Gallery has sought to recreate the original de-
sign of this collection, which ultimately comprised a cabinet
of curiosities. In contrast, the Museo Kircheriano was dissolved
in 1915 and the exhibits are now scattered. Other important
educational collections possibly comparable in terms of the
diversity of their artefacts and exhibits, for instance those
in Jesuit schools such as Stonyhurst boarding school in Lan-
cashire, UK, have similarly been integrated into 19th century
museal display practices. | am not aware of any other cabinet
of curiosities of the size and quality of the Francke Founda-
tions' Wunderkammer which is still located at the original site
and presented in its original 18th-century display furniture.

Final comparative assessment

As a centre for intellectual and theological thought, scientific
knowledge, and social and charitable activities in the 18th
century, the Francke Foundations not only exercised an ev-
ident influence around the world, but also had a significance
extending far beyond Europe's borders. The knowledge in-
frastructure of this spiritual powerhouse informed by the
Reformed Protestant tradition is preserved in its archive, li-
brary and collections. The Jesuit or Vatican archives may
have started to collect information earlier, gathered more,
and hold materials on a similar global scale. However, the
Francke Foundations’ archive is unique in its insights into
the origins of the Protestant mission and its vision of a world
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reformation that paved the way for what was seen as the
West's global civilising mission in the rgth century. In addi-
tion, the archive's value is enhanced through its connection
with the library and collections. Even though there were
larger libraries in 18th century Europe with more valuable
holdings such as the Herzog August Bibliothek in Wolfenbiittel,
the Bibliotheca Ambrosiana in Milan or university libraries in
Paris, Oxford or Heidelberg, the Francke Foundations' library
is of unique importance. It not only impressively documents
the Protestant mission’s scholarship and active appropriation
of the eastern and non-European world, but does so in the
authentic environment of the eldest existing purpose-built
public library in Germany. Finally, the library and archives
are complemented by the cabinet of curiosities collections,
atruly unique 18th century museum which, in a well ordered
display of a remarkable collection of objects, encapsulates
the Foundations' links with the world and its interpretation

COMMUMICATION AND MEDIALITY

The interplay of these three perfectly preserved and authen-
tically presented collections are of immense global historical
value, and rank the Francke Foundations buildings in Halle
above other archives, libraries or museums whose authentic
environments have been destroyed, or where the connection
between these three elements have been lost over time. Taken
together, these collections represent in a unique way the ‘cos-
mos’ of the knowledge of the world in the 18th century.

The Francke Foundations buildings additionally present
us with an 18th century institution which actively engaged
with the world at large through the most modern means of
communication, advanced scholarship and education to
change and improve it in a (Protestant) Christian spirit — a
combination which shaped the foundation of the West's
‘civilising mission"in the 19th century. Nowhere are its early
roots so well preserved and so authentically presented as in
Halle. The Francke Foundations are a site of outstanding

of that world.
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