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TO T HE

. English Reader.

OTHING can be more
agreeable “to a fincere Chri-
. ftiam, than to read Difconr=
fes of the Love of God, As the
Stare of the Bleffed ~hereafter will
be for ever made up of 4 Life of
Love, [0, whofoever in Sincerity
loverh ~ God and  his  Neighbour,
doth anticipate that Life, which to
all Eternity will fill bim_with the
choiceft and moft exquifire  Pleas
fures.
As GOD bhimflf is LOVE,

]
fo the Virtue of Love cught to be

had in the higheft Eftcem and Ve
nerationy as approaching next o

A2 the




iv To the Reader.
the Divine Being, and his effential

Conftitution. As CHRIST is the
great Teacher of Love and Cha-
vity 5 fo it cught to be learned, not
only with the Underflanding, ~ bat
alfo with the Will and Affeitions,
by thole that call themfelves after
his Name. As Love is the very
Pledge and  Charaiter of a Chri-
ftian; fo it ought to be ferioufly
practifed by thofe who wifb for a
fafe and fure Ewvidesce of their
being adopted into the Number of
true Difciples.  As it is the Ful-
filling of the Law; fo it ought to
_be regarded as the very Swm and
Abfiract of the Word, and the
Standard of Equity therein ereited.
As Love is & Royal Law, and
hath a Royal Author; [o it carri
eth with it an eminent Dignity;
and whofoever deviateth from it,
ought to belicve, he incurreth no
lefs Crime than that of Rebellion.
As it is the firft Frait of the Spi-
7ity fo it ought to take the firft
' Place
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Place in the Heart, to influence
all other Virtues that grow on the
[ame Stock,. as Eruits of the [ame
Spirit.
" May the Lord be pleafed to plant
in our Hearts a Spirit of Love,
and. thereby excite all. our Powers
to do his Pleafure in all Things!
May he blefs the following Lines to
the f[ame End, and crown all thofe
with a Recompence of Reward beve-
after, who, in the wmidft of a cold
and _degenerate Age, have continued
faithful to the End, both in their
Love towards God, and in Charityio-
wards their Neighbour..
Mzy He preferve a holy Remnant
of pure and unfported Souls, at a
Time, when [0 many,.by leaving their
firk Love, leave alfo their firft
Light ; and thus expofing themfelves
2o the Snares of the Tempter, and the
Danger of the Times, are led away at
laft “into flrong and flrange Delu-
fions..
A3 Phi-







‘“""”22"’"3 HAT God loveth the
Peaple, or
affirmeth in
: Dent. xkxiii
Saviour - Fefus Chrif _
fed it in this' manner: God (o loved
the World, that be gave his only begot-
ten Son, }un iti. “16. This"is that
Love which St. Panl cam’m by the
Name of Pi;i!mr ropie, OT, the Love of
Gal‘] OWARDS MEN, Tit. iii. 4.
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8 Love of God to Man.

To comprehend in fome Degree
this divine Philanthropie, and to make
it fink the deeper into our Hearts,
we might view it under {everal
Heads and  Depominations. One
might confider the great Majeffy of
God, his unutterable Glory, his infi-
nite Might and - Power, his unlimited
Blifs and Happinefs, ftanding in no
need of any other Help and Support,
together with that perfe® Parityand
Flolinefs which refides in Him : All
which Artributes, as they are con-
* ftantly employ’d for the Good of
MMen, fo they might open untous a
large Profped@ of his Love and Kind-
nefs. But a few general Hints dif~
playing this Love, and inviting us to
love Him again,will fuggeft to us fufli-
cient Matter for our prefent Defign.

The marvellous Nature and Effence
of this great and glorious GOD, as it
exceeds the Capacity of any of his
Creatures, fo it affords usa.conftant
Convi&ion of his infinite Greatnefs and
Glory ; the Scriptures themfelves be-
ing very full and expreflive of his
Glory and Majefty 5.of which a large
Account is fet down, Ecelus Xlil. 1§.
and xliii. thronghout.

But
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But then let us alfo, in the fecond
Place, confider ‘what AMan is, efpeci-
ally after his fhameful falling away
from God, into the Service of Sin and
Vanity.

Man is now become a Creatureun-
faithful to his Creator, revolted from-
GOD, groaning under the Sentence
of Death, and the Curfe of the Law.
Heis: filled with Sin, both Original
* and A&ual, and with Enmity againit
{0 great and gracious a. GOD ; he is
incapable of all that is Good, and.
Jprone to what is Bad+ and‘thus run-
ning himfelf into all manner of BEvil,.
proveth the unhappy Contriver of his
own Ruine and Mifery.

When you read in the Levifical
Law, the Ordinances GOD made con--
cerning both the Uncleannefs of Beafts,
and the bodily Uncleannefsiof Men
themfelves ;  fuch as were the Le-
profie, Ulcers; Scab, Iflue of Blood,
and the like; then be aflured, that.
all this relateth to the depraved State
of Men after the Fall, which there-
by is moft lively. reprefented. Hath-
not David Reafon then toask: Lord,.
what is Man, that thon takeft Know-
ledge of him ? or the Son of Man, thar

As  thou
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thow ~maket [uch Accopnt  of him?
Pfal. cxliv. 3. '

Thirdly : Let us alfo refle&t on the
great and inconceivable Difproportion
there is between GOD, who loveth
Man, and the Man himifelf, who is
the Objet beloved- of GOD.

There feemed to be a vaft Inequa-
lity (at leaft in the Judgment of Men,)
hetwWixt Abafusrus and: Efther: But
that would be very fmall, if compared
with what we may find betwixt GOD
and Afan.

For GOD- is the Al-perfect Being;
and Manj, as the Pfalmift {zith, is but
a Shadow and Vanity, Pfal. xxxix.s.
and cxliv. 4.

GOD is themoft Huly; in whofe
Sight even the Heavens are not clean,
Job xv. 15. when'Man, on the con-
traty, is impure and unholy, of a
perverfe and crooked Nature, a:Re-
bel againft-his God, Shame and Ditho-
nour, and by Nature no Child of
GOD, but of Wrath, Deut. xxxii. §.
Eph. ii. 3. And whois ‘now able to
exprefs, and fufliciently to fet forth,
this infinite Difproportion?

Fourthly : Confider that there is no«
thipg atall in Man, that deferves, or

may
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may -procuve- that Loyve :which the
L.Ord, {o f1 L.’Qf;y beltows.on him. '+ We.
our ~felves,; fays, the ftle, mere
fometimes: fooliflny difobedient, deceived,
ferving. divers Lafts and Pleafivess
living- in. Malice iand Envy; bareful,
(or, altogether  abominable,) and-has
ting que-another.. Andibeing in. this
woful Condition, it was then; he fays;
“that the divine  Philanthropie, or .Love
of God tawards Men; appeared, Tit. iii.
wer, 3 compared- with ver. 4. and

Deut; iXi 4,55 6s
Fifthly:- Do, but. obferve particular-
ly;- that ;there is: not-only nothing
bovely'to be met.with in Man, the Ob-
jeét of God’s-Loyes < but on the con-
trary,-that he is full of every thing
which ‘may render him odious to the
Lord, and .bring upon him his juft
Hatred and Indignation. And that
none fhould: chink:himfelf free from
{o foul and univerfal a Stain, or value
himfelf upon any Prerogative what-
foever, the Apoftle reprefeats both
Sews and Heathens in' moft blackand
deteftable Colours,and declares them
both guilty of moftvile and abomi-
nable . Crimes ; as. plainly. .appears
from the rbree ficlt Chapters of his
Epiftle
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Bpiftle to the Romans: To which may
be added, what is faid, Pfal. v. and
Ezek. xvi. to give us a juft Senfe of
the Fall of Man, and of thehorrid
Corruption of his Nature. And e-
ven whilft he is in this deplorable
State, the Love of God begins its
work, and calls upon Man to return
and be faved.

Sixthly: Confider therefore, again
and again, that the divine Lover is
moved to love, not by any Worth or
Dignity he perceiveth in him whom
he Toveth ;-but entirely and purely
by the Motive of his own inconceiv-
able Love and Compaffion. This he
hath declared himfelf, Fer.- xxxi. 20.
Ay Bowels are troubled for bim 5 Iwill
Surely have Mercy upon him, [aith the
Lord. See alfo Rom. v. §, 6, 7.

Seventhly : Confider that this ten-
der Love, which hath its Original in
the incomprehenfible and eternal
Compaflion of God, penetrateth the
very Abyfs of Mifery, into which Man
is funk, in order to deliver him out
of it, according to that of Hezekiab
Thon haft in Love to my Soul delivers
ed it' from the Pit of Corruption, lfai.
XXxViii.- 17. Confider alfo, that th;

En
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End GOD hath propofed to Him-
felf in his Love, is no other, than to
make Man like Himfelf again, who,
by his Fall, hath loft the Image of
GOD ; and then, after having refcu-
ed him from the Gulfof Perdition,
and of all Evils attending him here,
conduct him at laft to the moft fub-
lime and glorious Perfe@ion,

Eighthly : Remember that the di-
vine Love readily beftoweth the
Greateft of all good Things for the
Saving of Man, and for procuring to
him unfpeakable Blifs and Happinefs.
This is no lefs than the only and be-
loved So» of GOD, fent into the
World to fave and redeem it: And
who can doubt, but that it is chiefly
with regard to this ineffable Love,
the Lord bhimfelf is called Zove in
Scripture ?* It was the tender Mercy
of Gods whereby the Day-Spring frem on
high hath vifited us; to give Light to
them that fitin Darknefs and in the Sha-
dow of Death, Luk. i. 78,79, Joh. iii.
16. 1 Joh. iv. g, 10.

Ninthly : Confider that this Love
employeth althe Ric'es of the Goodnefs
of GOD, of his Forbearance and
Long-Suffering 5 and this for noo-

: e ther
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ther Reafon, but.  that by.all poflible
Means He may attain.the End.which
Heg hath’ propofcd coucgtning Man.
Tenthly:: Gopclude therefore from
thence, that .this Love is -an eter=
nal. ‘Love, an unfearchable, and fog
ever an inexhaultible Love, altoge-
ther ~{fublime and m"ﬁmﬁmm, moﬂ:
Pure, moft. Holy, moit Perfed, und
moft Diyine. . For .GOD ;i,mjefj
Charity.v or Love, 1.Joh. iv. 16..
- Eleventhly, Ohferve t}.at this Di-
ving Love doth not require of Man
any Merit- by Works at-all; but on-
ly a profound Aclxnov’ku”‘. ent
of his extreme Want and, Unworthi-
nefs, attended with nntexgned Grief
and Repentance for his former wicked
and pro’liaatn Life, whereby he hath
deprived-him{clf fo long of the En-
joyment -of . this pure and hLeavenly
Yove. . The .Confequence  whereof
will (be, that, after he hath once re-
gained a Senfe of fo invaluable a
Love, he will then, with the greater
Ca-e and Concern, watch over it, left
by Unbelief, or Difobedic nce,-helofe
agaia the only Comfort of hs Life.
He will Suffer, that it may aéin, him
freely, and without Oppefition. Elﬁ‘:
will
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will be ready to receive it,wheneyer it
offers- it felf, to quicken his deadifh
Heart,to enflame his coldHeart,tomelt
his icy-Heart,tocleanfe moreand more
hisprofaneand worldlyHeart,to diffufe
itfelfinandaboutit, to difplay therein
itswonderful Gloryand Beaury,and tode-
liveritatlaft fromallits Sinand #ifery.

Truly, the Love and Goodnefs of
GOD _.will infallibly efieex all thefe
marvellous Things, provided a Man
do not hinder its {fweet and agreeable
Operations, by Unbeliefand Self-will 5
but give himfelf up to it, asafick and
wounded Perfon .to: a®hylician, who
isable to procyre his Health and Re~-
covery. Man ought but to humble
himfelf under the Hand of GOD,
and, likea Patient, quietly wait till
be be healed, and relieved by this All-
fufficient Love; which will not fail
to vifit-himdn .time, and fatiate him
for ever with the Fatnefs of GOD’s
Houfe, and with a River of Pleafures.

Twelfthly : Obferve,that this moft
pureand perfect Love of GOD doth
not reject  the vileft Tranfgreflor that
- .can be, evenif he be defiled. with.the
very Blood of Sin and Iniquity. GOD
looks upon a Man whilll he is in this
= mife-
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miferable Condition, with an Eye of
Mercy, and with the tendereft Dif:
pofition that Pity can infpire: And
being thus moved with Love and
Compaflion, He endeavours to pre-
vent the Sinner from farther Mif=
chief: He goes forth to meet him in
his Return, He accepts and receives
him, He waflies and cléanfes him.
from his Filth and Impurities. For
it is from Him, the living Waters of
the Holy Spirit do proceed, whereby
the penitent Sinner is regenerated, .
renewed, made a new Man, and ren-
der’d acceptable in the fight of GOD.
Thefe and many other Graces flow-
ing from the Love of GOD, are moft
copioufly declared, Ezek. XVi. 6. Luk,
X¥. 20. Eph.V. 25, 26, 27. 1 Cor.
Vi, 11.  Tit: Hi. §5 6. Rom. Vv, §.
Thirteenthly: Confider alfo the wife
and wonderfal Order, according to
which divine Love doth proceed in
its varions Works and Emanations.
Firft, 1t gaineth the Sinner fo far, as
to render him thoroughly fenfible of
the difmal Condition into which he
hath plunged him{elf 5 and then it ma- .
keth him groan and breath after a
Redeemer. After the Soul hath Itru%:
' gled:
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gled a while under a woful Senfe of
her Mifery, and fees nothing but Po-=
verty and Nakednefs in Spirit ; ’tis
then that the Love of God ftepsin,
and cloaths her. with the Robes of
Grace, and the Ornaments of Salva-
tion, which are the Garments of the
Firft-born, wherein the myftical Fa-
¢ob receives the Blefling of his Father,
Gen. XVil. 15, 23, 27, 29. For it is
then that this divine Love admits a
Man into the full Poffeflion of CHRIST,
and applies to him his Righteoufnefs
as his own ; that fo being jultified by
his Grace, he may be Heir of Etere
nal Life, Tit. 1ii. 7. Y
Fourteenthly . . Obferve that this
Love produceth a lively Hope in Man,
and that it grantcth and giveth the
Spirit of Adoption, with all other
Graces that accompany it- And this
muft needs prove a meft valuable En-
gagement, and the very Pledge and
Earneft of that Inheritance, which in
its proper Time, fhall be moft glori-
oufly difplayed. See of this heaven-
ly Earseft, Eph. i. 14. 2 Cor. 1
21, 22. Chap. v. 5. *Tis this Hope
which, as anAnchor of the Sonl,both [ure
and ftedfaft, eutreth into that which is
within
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within the Vail, whither Jefus Chrift is
entred as an. High Prieft for us, Heb.
Vi. 19, 20. Rom. viif. 1§,---25.
Fifreenthly : Remember that = the
Love of GOD is fo free and commu-
nicatiye, as to impart its divine Pow-
€r to Man, giving bim all Things that
pertain to Life and Godlinefs, by the
Knowledge of Him that hath called
biin, by bis own Glory and Power, 2
Pet, i..3. This divine Power guard-
cth. him faithfully fron. the infe@ions
Lufts which reign in the World, and
maketh him parraker of the Divine Na-
ture 3t felf 5 [o that be is now no more
led by the Flefli,but by the Spirit 5 that he
Walketh now no more "after the Flefh, . bur
after  the Spirit, by which be mortifieth
the Deeds of the Body, Rom. viii. 1, o,
13:. Gal.wa3a, 34, 2%, '
Sexteenthly : Confider, in fine, that
this Love ‘having once begun a tho-
rough Reformation in you, and re.
claimed you from ' .your corrupted
Ways 5 you ought now t0 goop fed-
dily in the Lord, and improve his
Laove into a higher Degrec of Sand@i.
fication. He'is ready to fanctifie you
more and more, nay, enfirely, and
vender you Perfet throughout, t,:'mt]gz;’l
that
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that is in you, the Spirit, Soul, and Bo=
dy, may be preferved blamele[s nnto the
Coming of our Lord Fefus Chrift 5 that
you may be prefented with Gladnefs
before his irreprehenfible Glory, Phil.
i 6. 1 Thefs V. 23, 24. Jude ver. 24,
>Tis then that Love arriveth to it
final End and Perfettion, When it con-
dueth Man into the goodly Heritage
of Eternal Life, where there will be
no more Weeping, or Lamenting,
ut a_full and conftant difplay of that
Love which hath been hid here under
various Crofles and Tribulations, 1
Yob. iil.. 1, 2. Fob. iii. 16. Chap.
xvil. 24. Rew. Chap. xxi, xxii.

And now, my Beloved, remember
thefe Things, and meditate thereon
with a ferene and quiet Spirit, which
is of fo great a Price before God ; that
you may perceive at laft, nay, taft
and feel, to what Degree the Lord
loveth Men. There is no doubt, bug
this divine Fire will foon begin to be
kindled within you, after you have
mufed a while on its various and fur-
prizing Effeé&s. But then do not reft
in a tranfient Taft or View of this
Love, but let it afford you fome Mat-

ter
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ter to higher and more pra&ical ObJd
fervations.

Firft then, caft an Eye upon your
Selfy and confider what Account you
have ‘hitherto made of the Love of
GOD, and what Price you have fet
upon it: Whether yon haveregarded
it as your greateft and moft valuable
Treafure; or whether you have made
light of it, as of a thing that can-
not give any great Satisfa&ion.

Confider further, what Place you
bave afiorded it in your Hearts, when-
ever it hath prefented it felf to you,
and endeavour’d to get Admittance
into the choicelt Paculties of your
Soui. '

Confider whether yon have fuffer’d
it freely to operate, andto effe@ its
divine Work in you; whether it hath
transformed you into its own Nature,
and happily united you to its Self.

And Laftly, 1 would have you con-
fider, what the prefent Difpofition
of your Soul is, in relation to this
Love: WWhether your Sentiments,
Thoughts, AffeGions and Intentions,
Difcourfes and Adions ;in a Word,
whether your outward and inward:
Condu&t and -Manner of Life-doth

con-
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convince you, that this Love hath a
real Influence upon you, and that it
contimueth to gain Ground in you e-
very Day; fo that from thence you
may conceive a well-grounded Hope,
that the God of Love will alfo finifh
his Work in his Time, and carry it to
a happy Conclufion at laft.

But, alas! if you find no fuch thing
as the Love of God in your Souls, but
rather what is contrary to it, I mean
‘the Love of Sin and Vanity ; I then
befeech you to return betimes, and
fuffer your Selves to be found and
embraced by the Love of God: For
it fecketh you as a tender Mother
feeketh her loft Child, and waits pa«
tiently,that you may receive the Com=
fort it 1s willing to beftow upon you.

Secondly : You ought well to weigh
the Nature of that Love which yoa
bear to your Neighbour, and your
whole Deportment. towards him.
Confider whether the Parity of the
Love of GOD towards you, hath
wrought you intoapure and dsfinterefted
Love towards your Neighbour : And
whether the compaflionate Tender-
nefs of the divine Love hath had fo
happy an effect upon you, as to cloath

you
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you with Bowels of Mercy towdrds
your Neighbour, with Kindnefs and
Humblenefs of Mind, with Meek-
nefs and Long-fuffering, ‘and other
Virtues which are wont toaccompa~
ny that Love, which is the Bond of
Perfedtion, Cal. iii. 13. “ For truly,
the good Will and Love of GOD ¢o-
wards us, ought to be the conftant
Model and Foundation of that Love
and Affe@ion we ought to beltow on
our- Neighbour, as the Apoftle doth
plainly fet forth, Ti. iil, 1. compa-
red with ver. 4.

Thirdly and, Laftly, You ought to
confider, that GOD himfelfis LOV'E,
and that confequertly Love Is the
nearelt Way to unite you to Him
for ever, who is Lovein a moft uni-
verfal and effential Manner. If you
are not.able to reach into the Bottom
of this Sea of Love, fulfer then, thdt
a Drop of a living Faith may fall in-
to this vaft Ocean, and believe what
as yet you cannot fee. This Sea of
Love.will never be drawn dry, and
this. Ocean will never be fathomed
by . the - narrow . Dimerficns of “our
Underftanding : Let therefore your
Faith fink into thaé Love which pal=

icth
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feth Knowledge; and let it fink
freely, without Fear and Anxiety. - 1f
you lofe your Selves in the Depth
of this'Love, you fhall certainly find
your Selves again, and liveeternally
there, where it will be difplay’d in its
fublimeft Perfeion and Luftre,

21ay the ereinal ‘and uncreated Love,
that Love which hath fo wonderfully ma-
nifefted if felf in CHRIST FESTDS qiur
Lordfs Plant all' thefe Grages in Your
Hearts, and water them conftantly by the
kealing Infiuence of bis Spirit !




Twenty Four Motives to a
faichful Dilcharge of the
Duty of Bounty to the
Poor.

Marx VIIL 15 feqq.
In thofe Days, the Maltitude being

wery great, and having nothing to
eaty, FESVS called his Dif-
ciples unto him, and [ays unto them :
1 have compaffion on the Multitade,
becaufe they have now been with me
three Days, and have nothing 10
eat, &C.

TO encourage us to a faithful
Performance of the Duty of
Buownty ot Charity to the Poor, the fol-
lowing AMotives may prove very
ftrong and engaging :

L. The firt Motive to Chriftian
Bounty and Charity is, the unfpesk-
able and incomprehenfible Love and Mer-
¢y of GOD rowards. Mankind. This

Love
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Love is explained to us by our Lord,
Fob: iii. 16. tellingus,t .thODlm_
ed the World : (that World whichdid
lie in Wickednefs, and had Ll‘ul\,k-_\,
drawn down upon it the Guilt of an
eternal Death:) And in what manner
did He lowe it? That He gave bis
gnly begotten Son : To what B And ? thar
all mba believe in Him, might not pe-
rifhy but bave everlafting Life.

ThefameLoveof GODtowards Men,

ismoft evidently fet forth by the A-
pol-.lu, Eph. 1 42 G O D who s frich
i Mercy, for his great Love wheremith
He lov ed "s 5 Even when we were dead
in Sins, bath qmc\m/’rl us together with
/ f‘-,L_u Rom. vili. 32.° If God
usy who can us ! He
b [pared nat his own Som, but deli-

him up ;’ur us all. From both

-

L P

es it doth moll plainly ap-
that the fublimeft Degree of
: of GOD, is to be placed
s haviog delivered his own, and
otten Soi, into the moft in-
th ‘of the -Crofsy andiin
‘y erLL.[.ACLJI
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revolve it again and ‘again in his
Mind, but his Heart will be excited
thereby to beftow a like Love on his
poor and indigent Neighbouar. This
divine Love,ferioufly weighed and laid
to Heart, will ftir vp in him thefe and
the like Confiderations: ¢ Hath this
¢ infinitely great GOD been o mer-
¢ ciful unto me, as not to fpare his
“ only - begotten Son, but to give
¢ Him up freely for me ; why thould
“1be fo ftingy, as to fpare my
« worldly Eftate and Income, whilft
« I fee fo many miferable Objeéts a-
¢ bout me, who ftand in need of my
“ Help and Afflittance? Nay, if |
<« fhould beftow all whatever I have
“on the Poar, what an inconfidera-
¢ ble Proportion would it bear to
< that Love, which the Lord hath con-
<t ferred on me ?

1. The Second Inducement to AQs
of Love .and Charity is, the Love of
onr bleffed Lord and Savienr FEST §
CHRIST.

Thes Apoftle hath drawn the Cha-
racdér of this Love: Gal. ii. 20.and
Ephef. v. 21 Chrift bath loved nsy{z2ys
he, and hath given himfelf for us. And
He hath in fuch a manner given anﬁ‘

<
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felf for Men, as to die for the Ungodly,
(Rom. v. 6) and to teft Death for e= -
very one, Heb. ii. 9. beingeven forfaken
of GOD for the fake of Men, as He
complaineth himfelf, Afare. xxvii.
46. Whoever feuouﬂy meditates on
this Love of CHRIST, cannot but
think within himfelf: ¢ Hath the
¢ moft Holy FES TS loved me to
< that Degree, as to lay down his
« Life for me; why fhould not this
* Love infpire me with a Readinefs
« o beftow a bodily Benefit upf\:
“ my Fellow-Creatures? feeing there
¢¢ is not the leaft Proportion betwixt
¢t an outward Relief T confer on my
* Neighbour, and that u'ﬂ'pca kable
« Love w iﬁelcthhf heLord hath loved
¢ me. With what Confidence can1 lift
¢ yp my Eyes unto Him, and pour
«“ out my Prayers in my Diftrefs,
“ whilft I leave my N mhb'uq with=-
¢ out Help and Relief ? 3& Paul tells
us, for this Purpofe, 2 Cor, viii. 9
Ye know the Grace of our Lord jf(ﬁu
Chrift, that, though he was Rich, yetjw
your [akes be became Poor, r/mr)'e rhrougia
his - Poverty might be Rich. It was in
the Power” of our Lord to enjoy all
the Riches of Glory and Majefty, even
B2 accord-

o
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according to his humane Nature; gnd
this by reafon of the Union whereby
the Manhood was united to his Divine
Nature : But He hath freely forfaken
all thefe Enjoyments, hath been made
poor for cur fake, both in his Birth,
and the fucceeding Courft of his Life.
He bad not. where to lay his Head,
(Matt, viii. 20.) but reccived what o-
thers miniftred unto him of their Sub-
Sftance, Luk. viii. 2. And what was
the Reafon and Motive the Lord un-
derwent fo deep a Poverty ? The
Apoftle anfwers = That we through his
Poverty might be Rich. He made him-
felf Mean, and of no Repntation, that
by his Humility, He might purchafe
to us the Pofleflion of everlafting Blifs
and Felicity.

"This being duly confidered, cannot
but leave the following Impreflion
vpon the Mind: ¢ Behold, my Soul!
¢“ how deeply thySavionr hath hum-
bled Him{elf, being made fo poor,
‘¢ as to have no room in the Inn
‘¢ were He was born; nay, who, du-
¢ ring his Stay in the World, had
¢ not where to lay his Head jand
¢ therefore was fain to receive
“ what others’ miniftred to Him of

% their
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¢ their Subftance: And f{ince the
“ Lord hath given me fo much of
‘ the Things of this World, as to
‘“ have not only where. to lay my
“ Head, but alfo wherewithal to re«
“ lieve others upon Occafion : Why
¢ fhould I be backward to under-
““ go fome degree. of Poverty for
" ‘the Sake of my Neighbour, orat
leaft to employ Part “of my Means
for his Relief, whilft 1 do not
thereby expofe my Self to Straits
and Poverty? Should not I at
leaft begin to follow .the Lord at
a Diftance, whilft I canpot as yet
follow Him fo clofe and effeta-
ally, as to make my. Self poor
“ for the fake of my Neighbour, as

¢ the Lord hath done for me ? ”
IIL. The. wunfpeakable Forbearance,
whereby GO.D hath bore with our Sins,
in Chrift, is another prevailing Mo-

tive to A&sof Love and Charity.
Whoever doth but ferioufly en-
er upon a ftri¢t Examination of his
former Life, and the varions Sins
heaped up, even from a Child, muft
needs be affeited ‘with a'lively Scafe,
of~-GOD’ Forbearance to a Sinaer,
who deferved to be cnt off long a-
B 3 go
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go from the Land of the Livings
and thrown away into Hell-Fire.
Confidering therefore the merciful
Dealings of GOD towards him a
Sinner, and how bountifully he hath
all along fupplied him with Food
and Raiment, together with all other
Neceflaries for this Life; he cannot
but be mollified by fuch endearing
Matks of Love and Benignity, and
think it his Duty to be Kind to
thofe again, who ftand in need of
bis Help and Afiftance. He will
then more regard the prefent
Want of the Poor, than be over-
nice about eaquiring into their
Worth and Digsity 5 reafoning thus
within  himfelf : ¢ How ma-
“ ny convincing Proofs of Goodnefs
“ and Me:rcy hath the Lord con-
“ fer1i’”d upon me, and this even
“ from my moft tender Years, when
“ I walked in the Ways of Sin and
“ Vauity, and did not in the leaft
¢ deferve any fuch Favour at his
“ Hands ? Why fhould 1 then fhut
“ up my Bowelsagainft thofe mife-
‘¢ rable Creatures that call upon me
“ for Help and Relief? And why
¢ fhould I mot alleviate their hard
¢ and
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¢« and woful Condition, by kind and
¢ feafonable Supplies ?
1V.. The more pecalinr: Favours, GOD
in bis infinite Mercy hath befiowed on
anr Country in p;zrticulﬂr, by guarding
it onone Hand, from Plague, Warand Fa-
miney, and other Calamities wherewith
other Nations kave been feverely wifi-
téd 5 and on the other, by beaping up-
on us fo many vifible JMercies, cven
in our outward and bodily Cowcerns.
This, 1 fay, may be unto us a
new Perfuafive to the Pradice
Charity, and fhould be improved
into -mutual Love and  Benignity.
How wonderfully  hath the ' Lord
preferved our Town and: Country
a-midft . fo many Difafters inflicted
on others? How plentifully hath
He adorned and blefled cur Fields ?
What a vifible Blefling doth every
where »ftart into our very Eyes:?
Who can takea furvey of all this,
and not think within himfelf ; How
undefervedly do we, impious Wretch-
es,enjoy all thefe Effulions of GOD’s
Love and ‘Mercy! Truly, our laft
Years Gratitude could ~not be: any
Inducement to our gracious Maker,
to continue this Year his Blefling up-
B-a on
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on us, fince fo few have ufed thefe
temporal Gifts for that End for
which they were imparted by Pro-

vidence. But notwithftanding = all
rhs black }Pmarltmm, the Lord is
DLaied to add new Bleflings to the
former, and to wink .at ow Sins

for a whi?e; if perhaps, by fuch
Temporal ‘Benefits (Jip].;}cd in the
rulr s, we .might  becbrought. over

t laft; to:a Taft of this: more fpi-
ritual Mquts difplay’din the Gofpel.

What  an unparalleli’d” Mer-
cy doth the Lord difcover in all
this}iiAnd why fhodld we then be
hard-hearted ‘to the’ RPoowgor grum-

ble. ‘atl {6 many~dift: effed Objeéts
that reprefent themfelves. to  our
Eye? Should we not rather E\'pteﬁ
ur Thankfoloefs for what .wehave

d ‘ibntingz Part theére-
of to thofe that want ir, let: them
either be fertled among vsy ors let
by the’ Baduoefs of Times, be
driven. to us from diftant Places, to
partake of that Provifion, the bord,
beyond all our f\lc—.uts, hmh beftow’d
upon us ?
V. ' Another: Motive which smay
infpire us with Chriftian- Love 2nd
Ten-
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Tendernefs to the Poor and Needy,
may be partlcnlmy drawn from that
Brazch of the Love of GOD, wh hereby  he
hath been moved to éx plain unto us leﬂ—
dantly bhis whole Counfel about our eter-
nal Szlvyzfzo/, together with all thofe
fpiritual Riches ] Graces which ac-
compay it.  Truly, our infinitely
goo d God hath not bcm wanting
on his bm, but hath folly declared
unto us the Riches of his Wifdem
about our fpiritual Recovery. This
may fuggelt tous a proper Hint to
the followi ing Confideration: “ Hath
¢ the Lord opened unto'me {6 large
¢ a Field of fpiritval Promifes for the
““ Quickening and Edific cation of my
«_.Soul 3 fhould 1 think it ‘a great
3 Tnm r‘to let the Poor reap part cf
 my Te ‘npﬁzu Goods add L]Lom

V1. Another  Reafon which ‘ought
to difpafe us to affift the Poor in their
Neceflities, may be fetched from that
fingular Delight the Lord hismfelf doth
take in Works of Mercy.

The Scriptures are full of thefe Af-
{furances: Bat more particnlarly hatk
our Saviour exprefled it, /Mztm. ix.
13: Go ye and learn what t"J.:t meaneth,
I will have Mercy and not Sacrifice.

Bs W ho-
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Whofoever is duly affeGted with a
Senfe of this Truth, will find it to be
a ftrong Motive to Deeds of Charity.
It will put him upon thefe and the
like Confiderations: ¢ Behold, O my
¢ Soul! the Worth and Excellency
‘ of Chriftian Love and Bounty!
¥ What doth the Lord care for thy
¢ daily Attendance on Church and
Sermons ? What for thy Frayers
“ and Thank(givings? What doth
¢ He care for thy reading over fo
many Chapters a Day in thy Bible ?
* What doth He care for thy verbal
& Confeflion of Sins? and what for
% the moft folemn Ufe of his Ordi-
nances ; whilft thy Heart is defti-
“ tute of Love and Mercy, of
¢. Charity and Compaflion ? Truly,
€ all this Noife about Church and
“ Religion, will prove at laft but a
¢ fcanty Covering, a bare Shew and
‘“ Pretence, a dry and empty For-
 mality, whillt thou continueft deaf
¢¢ to the Cries of the Poor, and re-
 ftraineft thy Hand from relieving
¢ the Needy. Awake therefore, my
¢t Soul, from fo drowfie a Worlhip,
¢ and do not rely any more on fo
¢ dead aPerformance. Go and learn
-the

£ 44
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¢ ‘the great Leflon of Mercy, and o-
“ pen thy Heart and Hand: to them
¢ that are in Diftrefs : For the Lord
hath declared, He will rather have
¢ Tove and I\'JC‘TLV, than a!l the ex-
ternal Formalities wherewith Men
‘may prefume to approach Him.
VIl. The exprefs Commands of Gcn’
‘ enforcing the Duty of Charity to the Poo
and inculcated over and over again in
Scripture, may afford usa frefl h Motive
to the Pradtice of this Virtue.

The Lord had p '!‘tlcululg ordered
his Peaple under tne Law, that they
fhould _fufier no Poor meng them;
or if there was any, that then they
thould not barden their Heart, or (hut
their FHand from their poor Brother, but
apen it wide upto biniin that which he
wanteth, Deuts XV.. 4, 'Ly - B N0
fame Precept is left vs, Ifa. 1viii. 65
n. And . Mat h Vi 19: we are for-
bid to lay. ap Treafures for onr felves
upon. Ear tla ang tw undouowdly, by
reafon of thermany Poor and Mife
ble that prefs upon . us, the'very
Sight whereof fhould make us for-
get the laying up ot Treafures
our Selves. The likePrecept ¢ of. Cha-
tity to the Poor, is repeated ag

-
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dnd again in Sgripturg, and fet home.
upon-our; Coffcicnce, “by masy mo-
ving' Obligations. Whdfoever there-
fore doth but confider the Zeal of the
Eord enjoining this ‘Duty, and the
ftri&t Obligation- whereby He regpi-
reth to bt - kind to' the. Poor iand
Needy, to Widowsand Orphans, and
to all thofe that want our Relief dnd
Support, will, in the midit of all his
charitable Deeds, keep an humble Q-
pinion of himfelf, and conftantly re-
member, he doth no more in all this
than what the Lord hath commanded
him a numberlefs Times in Scripture.
He will think withia himfelf: < If I
¢ find my Mind never fo well difpo-
¢ fed to relieve theWants of the Poor
¢ and Neceflitous; yetin all this, ]
“ do no morethan barely anfwer my
¢ Duoty.  Town God Almighty to'be
“ my LOR D, and my Sovereign,
‘“ and the fupreme Difpofer of all
“ that I have: And fince He hath
“ commanded me to exercife Charity
. to the Poor ; why Thotld 1'be fo
“ bold "as to rebel againft his holy
‘¢ Will, by withdrawing that from
¢ the Poor, which He will have be-
¢ ftow’d upon them? God forbid !
VI

~
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. VIII. .A due Confideration of that
Train. of Promifes, which the Lord bath
entailed on Works of Love and Meray,
may prove another Means to make us
concerned about the Neceflities of
the Poor.

Our merciful GOD hath not only
promifed to reward.a Cup of cold
Water given to our Neighbour, if i
be done in the Name of CHRIST, and
to one of his indigent Members on
Earth: But befides this, He hath left
on Record many fpecial Promifes to
melt us thereby into Love and Com-
paffion. Thus hath He engaged his
Word to deliver the charitable Man
in Time of Trouble; to preferve bim, and
keep bim alives, to ftrengthen bim upon the
Bed of Languifhing; and to reward . an
hundred-fold, the Good he hath done
to the Poor. . The Lord knoweth very
well how backward we are to take
Careof the Poor,and how flothfnlto do
his Will without his Promife: He
hath therefore thought fit to add to
the Precept moft endearing Promifes,
and by a Profpeé of future Glory, to
invite us to a faithful Difcharge of fo
Chriftian a Duty. He will not for-
get theleaft A& of Charity done to

J the
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the Poor in his Name: And whowould
now be fo hard, as not to be'fofren:d
by fo firong and winalng 2 Prowiife
of GOD himfelf ? Nay, who wouald
be fo far ftupified as not to blufh at
the very Confideration of o great a
Promife on one Hand, and of the Tit-
tle Good he doth to his Neighbont
on the other 3 fince thereis not the
leaft Proportion betwixt what he
giveth here, and what he is to re-
ceive hereafter ?

1X, The Lord hath particularly pro-
wifed to blefs the Works of our Calling
and Induftry, provided we do not fhut np
our Heart againft our Fellow-Creatures,
and thereby bereave our [elves of [o emi-
nent a Bleffing.

This Promife, though it be'in a
manner comprehended under the
preceeding Article, deferveth how-
ever a more particylar Confideration.
The Reafon is, that great Care and
Concern People are apt to take a-
bout the Things of this Life,  and
about getting a Livelihood in the
World. They are for the moft part
never more eager and bufie, than
when they are employ’d in the Con-
cerns of this Life ;aad never more

ferious,




Charity to the Poor. 39

ferious, than when they have Hopes
to gain a Blefling upon their tempo=~
ral Affairs. They are even more beat
upon thefe vifible Things, than the
faving an immortal Soul from ever-
lafting Ruine. But with what Co-
lour of Hope, can a Man expeét to
thrive in Wealth and Eftate, whilft
he is {o averfe tothe Poor,and turns
a Peny ten times before he will part
with it? Nay, when he bath doneit
at laft, flatters himfelf with a Con-
ceit of having done great Feats, and
anfwer’d this Duty in a very eminent
Manner. This Hardnefs of Heart, is
the fhorteft Way to lofe all the Blef-
fings at once, as tendernefs of Heart
is a Means to. gain more every Day.
And this Confideration fhould infpire
him with Love to fo ufeful a Virtue:
Though,after all, he muft well confi-
der, that he ought never to reft in
thefe lower Motives to the Duty of
Cbharity : For thefe being in fome De-
gree bent towards Temporal Inte-
reft, and carrying fomeearthly Re-
fpe& in them, they may yield fome
Encouragement to a weak Beginner
in the Pra&ice of Piety, but ought
never to be the only or principal Mo-
tive
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tive to a more grown and generous
Chriftian.. - Whoever itherefore doth
not rife higher, by a&ting on'a purer
and mote fubftantial Principle, is in
Danger of lofing atlaft, all the Re-
ward of his Beaeficence.

X. Another Perfuafive to fend our
Goods abroad for the Ufe of the Poor;
may be derived from the Words of
our Lord, Luk. vi. 38: Give, and is
fhall be given unto you s good Meafure,
,,rﬁ“wl donw and [haken tmrefher, and
runming overs ﬂm/! Men give into your
Bofomn. For with the fame Meafvire that
ye mete withal, it [hall be meafured to

n ﬂgﬂlf?.

This Promife deferveth alfoa more
fpccmi Confideration ; fince it con-
tains init a moft winning Attradive
to contribute what we can, for the
Comfort and Suftenance of the Poor.
It is to the fame Purpofe, what we find
recorded, 2 Cor. ix. 6: This I fay:
He wh xciijz/cHJ [paringly, fhall reap al-
fo fparingly : ;‘u}d be which [oweth
bountifully, [hall reap alfo bounti #lly.
The Lord Kkeeps a watchful Eye over
all our Chnmes,and ftri¢tly obferves
the moving Caufe they are done by,
He doth not only regard the Multi-

tude
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tude of the Works we outwardly per-
form, but chiefly tbcmward Spring
and f’,f,,f ciple whence they flow; as the
Widow’s Mite doth pm:ﬂy cvince,
Mark xili 21,—44. And this fhould
putus upen a ferious Trial of all our
charitable Deeds, and more particu-
larly, of the produ&ive Principle by
which they are wrought. And atthis
rate “might' omr Works attain to a
greater Purity in Timc,a nd toa higher
De{"ee of a free and difinterefted Love.
The All-feeing’ Eye of our
gracious GOD ou"mve hy" on: one
han, thofe that have a Will to fup-
port the' Poor, but want Ability to
perform it ; and on theother, thofe
that have Plenty where J\'iLhJ to re-
lieve themy ~but want' Zeal and good
Will tobeftow it.- The Aw ftle ex-
olsthe Churches ‘of Aacedonia, that
they‘were willing 'to thei¥ Power, Yea,and
béyosd’ their  Power, to abound i good
Works ;- which abounding C‘nanty,
ifit be dul y confidered, together with
the abounding Rewardattcndxng it,
muft neceds excite a Man 'to ‘a Love,
of this Virtue, and leave a moft laft-
Um Impreflion vpon ~his Mind. =~ For
%is true, that Faith hath a Refpect. to-
the
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the Recompence of Reward ; (Heb. xi.
26.) though it be notin a fervile and
mercenary Manner, which wounld be
aconfiftent with the Nature of Faith ;,
bt yetin afree and filial Spirit, re-
lying on GOD’s Faveur and Good-
nefs.

X1, The Defcription of the laft Fudg-
menty asit is exhibited, Matth., xxV. is
another powerful Monitor to velieve the
Poor i their Straits and Indigenaies.

Want of Love and Charityis the
blackeft, nay, the only Crime alledg-
ed againft thofe that fhall receive
their Doom in that Day; particularly
if this uncharitable Temper be fhewn
to the poorand indigent Members of
Chrift. Who can be fo hard and re-
fra%ory, as not to be melted into Ten-
dernefs towards the poor Members of
CHRIST, when he pondereth with
himfelf thismoviag lavitation which
then wiil drop from the Lord’s Mouth :
Come ye bleffed of my Father, inberit the
Kingdom prepared for yau [rom the Founa
dationof the World ;:  For I was an bun-
gredy andiye gave me Meat s I'was
Thirfty, and ye gave ine Drinks T'was @
Stranger, and ye taok me in: Niked
andye cloathed me : Iwas Sick, and ye

vifited
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vifired.- me : I was in Prifon, and ye
came unto me. And who can read that
dreadful Sentence, pronounced _a-
gainft the Unmerciful, and not for
ever abhor a cruel and unmerciful
Temper? Depart from me ye Curfed
into cverlafting Fire, prepared for the
Devil and his Angels. For I was an
bungred, &c. Wheever doth but feri-
oufly mufe on-this final Sentence, the
Good and the Bad are to receive in
that Day, will thereby find himfelf
rid from thofe frivolous Shifts and
Evafions wherewith a covetons Nig-
gard will put off a poor Man apply-
ing to him for Relicf. Pecple are apt
to fay : There are too many; one car’t
give to all. Why, if 1[bonld bappen to
want vy Self bereafter, who will then
give unto me? I have a large Family
of my own, and can [pare but listle for
the Poor. Auother fays: God knows
where thefe hard and troublefome Times
may end at laft: *Tis bur fit a Man
fhonld make [ome Provifion againft old
Aze, and- the Difficnlties arvending it.

Such, and the like Excofes, are tre-
quently heard - from thofe, who
call themfelves Chriftians, but are
at the fame time too intent upon

the
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the uncertain Riches of this World,
though they will never prove a fuffi-
cient Guard agaiaft the Day of Trou-
ble and common Calamities.

They fhould rather argue with them-
felves in this manner: It fo unmerciful
a Judgment fhall be given there againft

‘thofe who have pradifed no Mercy
nere 5, how fhall T1iftup ‘my Head in
fo dreadfula Day? And how canl
expect Mercy from the Judge, whilft
I have been {o hard and unmerciful to
my Brother ? *Tis true, | cannot pre-
tend to deferve any Mercy by any
charitable Deeds, let them be never
{o liberally fcattered among the Poor
and Needy: ‘for ‘whatever I' do, is
Dury, and no Merit. But fince the
Lord, in his ‘infinite Mercy, hath de-
clared to regard the leaft Charity
done to my Brother, as ifit ‘was done
to Himfelf, and” (o annex a moft fure
ahd' excecding’ ‘great Reward to it,
Iet" it"be henceforth “far from me to
hatbour any uncharitable Temper
within "me, or to exprefs any Rongh-
nefs *owatds' the Poor, in my daily
Lif€ and Converfation with them.

XIL
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XIL. If the Piture of 2 mercilefs and

upcharitable Heart could be dramwn, no-
thing would appear more hatefud and a-
bominable in the Eyes of God.

This Confideration affords us a
frelh Argument againft the Tranf-
greflors of fo heavenly a Duty.
Roughnefs and Hardnefs of Heart is
the very Temper and Nature of
Satan. This renders the Charafter of
an vamerciful Man fo black and odi-
ous in the Sight of God : And who
would now take any delight in fo vile
and deteftable a Vice, whereby the
Soul comes to be allied to Sataz, and
to*be transformed into the Diaboli-
cal Nature it felf?

XIII. - If the Piftare of a kind and
charitable Heart could be drawn, it would
appear moft [weet and lovely in the Eyes
01 GOD, . 3

GOD himfelf is LO ¥ E, and is
called rwice by that Name in one
Chapter, 1 Fob. iv. 8, 16. And be-
caufe this 1s the VCE"’Ch racter and
Duu.pur‘n of GOD, ’tis plain from
hence, that nothing.can be more love-
ly, more g.-,e-:-t and amiable in the
Sight of GOD, than an Heart en-
riched with Love, dud fet open to

thole




46 Charity to the Poor.

thofe that are in Need and Diftrefs.
In fuch a Perfon the Lord feeth his
own Pi&uore, wherewith He muft
needs be pleafed. And who would
be of fo hard and untracable a Tem-
per, as not to be wrought hereby into
Love and Compaflion, fince hereby
we are transformed into the Nature
and Image of GOD_himfelf? ;

XIV. The inward Satisfaition a Soul
tafteth whilft fhe is employ’d abour Works
of Love and Charity, is another En-
couragement to a faithful Difcharge
of Chriftian Bounty.

Whilft a charitable Perfon looks
upon the diftrefled Conditien of piti-
ful Objeéts, he is moft feelingly affe-
¢ted with fo wofula Sight, and (ha-
rethin fome degree the Mifery of his
Neighbour : But no fooner doth he
effetually relieve him, but he is'in a
manner relieved himf{elf, by feel-
ing the Raysof that benign Influence
wherewith he cherifheth his Brother,
and which will refle& on him that ‘be-
frow’d them. A true Child of GOD
taketh as much delight in doing Good
to the Poor, as an hungry Stomach
doth in fatisfying its Hunger. And
herein he endeavours to foliow that
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perfe@ Pattern fet him by his Mafter,
whole Meat it was, to do the Will of
bim that [ent bim, and to finilh his
Work, Joh. iv. 34. Whoever there-
fore will taft of this hidden Delight,
ought to be the more Zealousin re-
frefhing the Poor, in vifiting the Sick,
in relieving the Helplefs, and in o=
ther Works of Love and Benignity.
But asa charitable Perfon'enjoyshere
a Foretaft ofan endlefs Reward re-
ferv’d for him in Heaven, fo the co-
vetousWretch hath nothing but a con-
ftant Difquietin the midft of all his
worldly Wealth and Eftates. Both
what he giveth,and what he keepeth,
is mixed with Pain and Vexation of
Spirit. All his Gold and Riches,” all
his Pofleffisns and yearly Revenues,
wherewith he feems exceedingly plea-
fed, -and which he challengeth entire-
ly as his own, breed nothing but Tu-
multss and Perturbatipns in fo weak
and difeafed a Miad. :
XV. The abfoiute Neceffity of follows
ing Chrift in lns Life and Converfatios,
5 e‘!PiGl‘ilJé;'ﬁi‘ﬂ;’fg Eiz’g.;s:i}.-;‘.’ﬁ‘ tothe Prae-

&ice of Charity-

Our
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Our Lord fpent himfelf entirely in
Works of Love and Charity, going a-
bout doing good, and bealing all that
were oppreffed with the Devil; AQs x.
38. The whole Hiftory of the Go-
fpel doth moft copiouily fet forth the
unweariednefs of CHRIST, in doing
Good unto others, and the variety of
Deeds and A&ions wherewith he ex-
prefled it. Al this is recorded at
large by the infpired Writers, there-
by to engage us, that we might follow
his_ Foot[feps, having left us a Pattern
for that purpoft, 1 Pez. ii. 21. Who-
ever therefore will not difdain to
follow his Lord and Mafter, ought
alfo inceflantly to employ himfelf a-
bout doing Good, particularly to the
Poor and Needy.

XV1. The many illuftrions Inflances of

[

Tizr ] . 5
Juch Perfons ashave adorned their Faith

L Arere=
corded in ‘,?c';“'ipt-;./rcq(}lig')ht to animate us
ratoalike Zeal ofGooduefs andCharity.
‘Lhe Scriptures,both of the Old and
New Teftament, exhi 1e-moit en-
dearing fixamples of mutna
Beneficence. W hoever therefore will
have a fure and fafe Evider :
being endued with
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thereby received into the Houfhold
of GOD, ought to exprefs in his own
Life thofe noble Efforts, which did fo
confpicuoufly appear in the Saints of
old, and are left us for our Imi-
tation.

XVII. The Confiderationthat God Al-
mighty defigneth to try ﬂﬂd increafe onr
Faith and Love, by prefenting fo many
miferable Objets to our View, [hould en-
gage us to a frequent Exercife of this Vir-
FUeg-

W hoever hath this World’s Goods
on one Hand, and knows the difmal
Condition of fo many Creatures on
the other, is thereby put:to a daily
Trial, both of the Growth of his
Faith, and the Degree of Love he is
attained to. The Lord comes to prove
our Readinefs in ferving the Poor
and whether we are as w;llma to ND~
port them, as He hath 'been to fup-
port us. As often we fee a poor
Man apply to us for Relief, we may
confider, - that there is an Objed,
whereby the S:‘mr;*ity of -our Love
fhall be tried; and that GOD. himfelf
hath then an Eye upon all the Mo-
tions of our Heart and Hand, obfery-
ing both what we have, and what we

C give.
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ive. He confidereth the Principle
nhence our Cunty flows, and the

End to whieh it tends. Al which is
plainly  intimated, Mk xii. ar.
where the Lord is faid to have fat o-
veragainft tbe Treafury, beholding HOW
the People caft Money into the 7rmﬁ:r}f
*Tis true, the 1 ord, ‘according to his
infinite Knowledge, is acqnmted long
ago with ever hmcr that fhall hcm-
pen, and ﬁmcs in no need to make
mmcﬂ“r Obfervations upon the A-
&ions of Men: yet doth the Scri-
pture pra‘( in this Manner, thereby

< (e

to teach us, how intent the Lord is

upon our charitable Gifts, and how
He proverh on all Occafions our Faith
and Love, our Integrity and Obedi-.
ence, and other Chriftian = Vir-
tues. ’Tis therefore high Time to
lodk toour Selves, and to ftudy be-
times the Leflon of Love and Com
paffion; lelt we be fouud negligent,
when the Lord comes torry us,and
thereby to difcover what Advances
we have made in ‘the Pradtice of
Charity.

XVIIL The daily Growth in FAITH,
being the happy Effect of the Exercife of
Love and Charity, proveth another Ao-

tive
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tive to recommend  unto us the Vir-
tue of Bouaty torthe Poor.

*Tis true, that a found and living
Faith is the Foundation of Love,and
worketh by it ; but then itis no lefs
. true, that Faith groweth by the con-
tinued  Pra@ice; of . Charity, being
thereby- noarifhed ‘up iato a greater
Strength ~and Maturity. Fairh and
Love live in an infeparable Union
together, and influence one another
in their mutual A&s and Funétions.
If & Man be but. faithful in that lit-
tle. he hath-received, he will then
foon be.iiatrufted with more. And
fince ’tis matter of the higheft Impor-
tance, to be endued with a ftrong and
lively Faith ; we ought therefore not
to difdain even the loweflt Steps of
Love-and Beaignity : fince by this
we may arrive ka time to an unfhaken

nobleft Efforts of Bounty to the Poor.

If we dobutobferve our daily Ex-
perience in the Practice of Charity, it
will foon convince us, that if we have
but fo much Faith asto pars with a
few Mites at firft, we thall foon be
enabled, as readily to part with {
many Graeats: and

—
|
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ed ‘again, it ‘will difpofe us'to fodm-
ple and diffufive a Bounty, as to lay
out fo many Shillings for the'Poor, as
before we fpent Groars in their Ser-
vice. Thus do the Works of Charity
multiply under the Hands of a fincere -
Chriftian, and one Degree of Grace
faithfully improved, will draw" higher
Accomplifhments after it, and maké
him go on to Perfe&ion in Time.
XIX. It is a glorions Inftance of
the All-fufficient Power of Chrift, when
one time He filled Eive Thoufand Men,
and at another time Four Thonfand, with
a very fmall Provifion of Bread ;wheveofy
however, there remained more in the End
than was [et on at firft.
The Confideration of thefe Paflages,
I 1y, may influence us with a merci-
ful Impreflion towards the Poor, and
help to overcome that natural Hard-
nefs of Heart which is {o diftaftful to
the Father of Mercies. ’Tis true,
thefe are miraculous Works of cur
Redeemer, difplaying his  -infinite
Power and Mercy: But then they
are alfo Meansto ftrengthen our Faith
in the Lord, and our Love to our
Neighbour. And if there be but a
fmall Provifion laid vp for our Selves,
yet
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yet ought we to be liberal, even with
that little we have, and firmly rely
on the Goodnefs of GOD, which will
always fo order it, that fomething
may- remaip for ;a conftant Supply of
our own WWants.

XX. Our Lord’s Reproof to-his Dif-
ciples, for their not- apprebending his
wonderful - Works, is to encourage us
to a ferious View of all the Steps of
his Providence in general, and of bi
Love and Benigaity-in particular.

It was a fha rp. Reproof wherewith
the Lord upbraided the Difciples for
their ‘want of . Confideration : Whky
reafon yes becanfe ye have #o Bread ?
Berceive ye not yety weither, underffand ?
Have ye your Hearts yet bardened ? Mar,
Vidie 517 he fame Reprehenfion
may be fitly applied to all who pof=-
fefs the Goods of this World, and
have wherewithal to fupply the Poor
and the Needy 5 but havmg no Will
to perform it, let them. perifh with-
out Help and Compaflion. A Heart
thus fhot up by griping and greedi-
nefs, is far worfe than a Heéart har-
deped by Ignorance only and want of
Kuow.edne. Let us therefore be
helpful to- the Poor, and open our

C 3 Hearts
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Hearts to them that are in Diftrefs,
lealt by contraéting the Guilt of Un-
belief and Hardnefs of Heart, we ex=
pofe our Selves to the fame Repre-
henfion here, and to an unmercifal
Judgment hereafter.

XXL. The Uncertainty of our Days,
m:fi Sk ﬂ/fﬂé‘ fs of szt’, OUl‘ht 1o be a
prevailing Inducement to remember
the Poor, and to relieve LheirWauts
betimes.

Let us confider” again and again,
that dreadful Word, Lu#k. xil 20:
Thon Fool, this Night tﬁy Soul fhall -be
r'yvh ed of thee: then whofe (hall thofe
thirgs be which thuu® baft provided ?
Such a Confideration-will in a man=
ner (hame us out of oat Covetoulnefs,
and teach us the Prudence tecom-
mended by the Lord;, Lxk xvi. g:
Make to your Selves Friends of the Mam=
mon of Unrighteonfnefs 3 that when “ye
fail, they may receive you intocverlaft=
uzg 1'7’m tations.

XRIL. Becanfe the Lord bath declared
Charity to be the very Pledge and effén=
tialCharatler of a /r(,‘é?'EC}"fzﬂ‘iﬂﬂ and bath
thereby raifed this Virtue to & confidera=
ble Dignity,it ought fo wuch the more
endear unto us the diligent Pradtice -
thereof. By
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By this, {ays our Saviour, [ball all
Men know that you are my Difc: iplesy if
ye have Love ome to awother. From
whence V\P rr.;y moft cerrainly con-
clude a praftical Demonflraticn
of mutual Luv and Charity is the
Chaxgctcx and Indication of a tE'i?_‘

ilftlaﬂ and Difciple of CHRIST 4
the;; it mult follow for certain, that
the” Want thereof is an infallible
Sign of an unchriftian, and cf an un-
regenerate Perfon. ’Tis plain from
his uncharitable Temper, that he re-
fufeth to obey his Mafter’s Command,
even in the loweft Degree, I mean;
in diftributing Part of ‘his rem*nmi
‘lech, for making fome Provifion
for -his indigent 1 Brother’s more tole:
rable Subliftence. O let us thercfo
never ‘ftain the Name of a Chriftian
with [0 bad ‘and uncharitable a Cons
dud&.

XXIH. The ("7 t of mutinl Zm‘c and
Benignity, which the Lord bath begun to
snkindle in [ome Souls in thefe latter D/;J,
ought to be untod usa conftant Moni-
tor to Ad&s of Lovearca Compaili

It muft be own’d, 'that GOD, i
this Time, hath up and down awa-
ken’d. fome-Souls from their fpiritual t

C 4 Dead- H

i
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Deadnefs and Lethargy, and endued
them w.tI the Vntuc of LOVE,
the very Badge and Charaéter of a
Difciple of CHRIST. Such living In-
ftances of Love and Mercy, of Bonnq
and Charity, are fet before us for our
[mitation, and ought to infpire us
with true Fervor and Zeal in the .
Service of qthers. -But wo unto us,
if neither Words nor Examples, nei-
ther Threats nor Promifes, are able
to mollifie us into a Senfe of Kindnefs
towards the Needy! How fhall we
ftand in the Day of Retribution,
when every one fhill receive his Re-
ward according to his Deeds ?

XRXIV. The prefent Fudoments of
GO D, rogether with thofe that are near-
er :zml reares arp;*mnw'nrf, ought to be
as fo many powerful fman:, {o carry
off that Hardnefs of Heart, that gree-
dy and covetous Temper, which hath
eized too'many among us:

We both feeand hear, that the
Lord hath begun. by moft dreadful
Vifitations, to thake whole Nations
and Couatries, by fending the Plague
among them, together with Fire and
Sword, and many other publick Ca-
lamities. You’ll think, perhaps, that

our
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our Town and Country hath hitherto
been' preferved from fuch, and the
like deftruétive Afi&ions, and fafe-
ly kept, when other. Countries have
been feverely handled by Providence.

But fhould not this undeferved Mer-
cy of God render us more Kind and
Merciful, - more Tender and Charita-
ble!. Should not all this difpofe us
to ‘moft compaflionate Acts of uni-
verfal Love and Benignity ? Certain-
ly, if we negle& to improve thefe
temporal Mercies into {piritual Gra=
ces, by “an unfeigned ~Repentance,
and' a found: Reformation of Life;
we muft then expe& the mearer Ap-
proach of thofe Judgments which hi-.
therto have but thewed themfelvesat
a Diftance. Perhaps there may be a
Time, that People will fay of many a
rich, but covetous Man: If this Man
had “done" good to the Poor out ‘of
what he pofleffed, and redeemed the
Time whilft ‘he had it, he might then
comfort himfelf with a‘fweet Re-
membrance of what good he had done,
and a quiet Bxpectation of a gracious -
Reward which is to follow:: But
fince he hath flipt the Opportunity.
when it was offered, and with-held

C 5 from
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from the Foor their Portion when
they wanted ity he mult now fee with
Sorrow. and Grief, that his Richesare
become the Objc&s of divine Wrath
and Jultice, and that the Judgmeants
deftroy what fhould have been fpenc
in Works of Eindnefs and Mercy.

M AT the GOD of all Mercy, give
#s wife and underftanding Hearts,to in-
prove our Time well whilft we have ir,
and to difincage onr Hearts from the
Love of the World whillt we are in it !
May He create in us a filial Reliance on
bis Power and Mercy, or bis Love  and
Fidelity! May He infpire us with Love
towards the Brethren, and a univerfal
Benignity towards Mankind ! That our
whole Life and  Condult wmay declare,
that bis Word hathhad areal Effelt up-
on us, .in vegemerating - our.  -Hearts,
and filling them with Fruits of Righteouf~
nefsy to his Glory, and the Benefir of our
Fellow-Creatures!

. The



The Different Degrees of
Gioryu

MatTa. XX. 20,—23.

Then came to him the Mother of Zebes
dee’s Children with her Sons, worfhip=
ping  him, and defiring a certain
thing of him.  And be faid unto
bery What wilt thou? She [ath unto
bim : Granty that thefe my twa Sons
may [fity the one on thy right Hand,
and the other on thy left, in thy King-
dom. But Fefus.anfwer’d and f[aid :
Te know not-what ye ask. Areye able
to drink of the Cup that I (hall drivk of;
and to be baptized with the Baptifin
that 1 am baprized with? They fay un-
to hiny We are able.  And he faith
nnto them: ~Te {hall drink indeed of
my Cupy and. be. baptized. wirh he
Baptifos that Law baprized with & But
to {ic on my. right. Hand and on iy
Left, ds'uot mine to givey but it [ball be
givea to tham, for whens it is prepared
of my Father.

‘. TO A
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O apprehend the tfrue Meaning

of thefe Words, we muft look
back into the foregoing xixth Chap-
ter of the Gofpel of St. Aatthew,
where our Saviour, wer. 28. {peaksto
thiseffed :  Verily, I fay unto you, that
ye which have followed e in the Regenes
ration, when the Son of Man [hall fit in
the Throne of his Glory, ye alfo fhall fir

upon 1welve Thrones, judging the twelve

Tribes of Ifracl.

This, withoutdoubt, the Mother of
the Children of Zebedee had heard,
and therefore (that we may exprefs
her Mind more at large,) fhe addref-
fes herfelf to our Saviour in the fol-
lowing manner: ¢ Thou haft given
¢ that glorions' Promife to the
¢ twelve Apoftles, that they fhall
“ fit upon twelve Thrones, and
¢ judge the twelve Tribes of Ifrael,
*“ and this at that very Time when
¢ thou fhalt fit upon the Throne of
“ thy Glory. Now fince they areto
 be diftinguifh’d above others with
* fo eminent a Prerogative, thére
*“ will undoubtedly be a confiderable
* Diltin&tion among themfelves alfo:

¢ And
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¢ And whereas thefe twelve are all
¢¢ to fit upon Thrones, fome of Ne-
ceflity will approach nearer to Thee
¢¢ than others, and confequently,
¢ Two muft needs happen to fit, one
on thy right, and the other on thy
¢ Jeft Hand. And oh! that it might
¢« be the Lot of thefe my two Sons,
to be dignified with this Prehemi-
¢« nence! ” This, I think, was the
Subftance of her Petition, and of
3 her two Sons, who confented to it,
; (as appears both from the An/wer of
; our Saviour in this Place, and more
diftin&ly from Afark x. 35.) and de-
fired they might be diftinguifh’d, not
only from other Men in general, but
alfo in particular from the reft of

the Twelve Apoftles themfelves.
But our Saviour’s Anfwer was:
Yon do not know what ye ask. He di-
rects ‘his Anfwer to the Sons,.as well
as to the Mother, and declares, that
they did not know what they asked.
The reafon was, becaufe they did nei-
ther underftand the Nature of his
Kingdom, (for they had no other No-
tion of it;than that it would be like o-
ther Tempo:al Kingdoms, confifting
in the Diftinction of outward Ho-
nouts,
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nours, Power, Authority, and Pre-
fermeuts,) nor what it was to {it.on
his Right and Left. Not that he
denied the Truth of the Thing it felf,
but only fhews them their Ignorance
in asking it: Yea, he intimates like-
wife, that they did not underftand
at all the Confequence of their defi-
red Preferment, or what it would be
attended with, if granted. There-
fore Heasks them: Are ye able to
drink of the Cup that I [hall drink of, and
be baptized with the Baptifin that 1 am
baptized with * "Tis ufual in the Scri-
ptores, to exprels the Sufferings by
the Cup and Baptifm ; as Pfal. cxvL
13 : L will take the Cup of Salvation, and
call upon the Name of the Lerd. And
Luk. xXii, 50: ovr Saviour fpeaking
of his, Paflion, fays: Ihave s Blaptifm
to be baptized with. In like manner,
he faith here: _dreye ableto drink of
the Cup that I {(hall drink of, and to be
baprized with the Bapti[m that I am bap-
tized with? As ifhe fhould fay thus:
¢ Your Flefh and Blood prompts you
€ to..imagine that you could be Par-
¢ takers of my Glory without Crol-
 fes and Tribolations: But 1 per-
& ceive you do pot rightly under-

&¢ i
& ftand
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¢ ftand that youare ficft call’d to the
¢« Kingdom of the Crofs, which pre-
¢ cedes the Kingdom of Glory, where-
« jn you expedt to be preferr’d by
« me ; there being no other Way to
% Glory, but that of the Crofs. There-
¢ fore, if you have a Mind to be next
¢ to me in my Glory there, you muft
¢ confider, whether you are willing
¢ ‘to be next to me in my Sufferings
i here.”

He refers himfelf to the Dif-
courfe made tohis Difciples a little
before, wer. 18 : Behold we go up to
Fernfalem, and. the Son of Man [hall_be
betrayed untothe Chief Priefts, and unto
the Seribes, and they [hall- condemn
Lim to Death. Thisthey fhould have
laid to Heart, and ponder’d it well,
if ever they would gain their End of
being next-unto him in his Kingdom,
and of obtaining the firlt Placesun-
der his glorious Government: For
then- truly they muft enter in by the
fame Way the Lord himfelf weant
through, when he enter’d upon-bis
Glory. . But_as they had. been mifta-
ken before, fo were they now mi-
ftaken again, when the Lord asked
them, Whether they were able to_ drink

a3
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of bis Cup, and be baptized with bis Bas
ptifm 2 For theyan{wered him with-
out Hefitation: We are able. The
Readinefs of their Anfwer, is buttoo
plain a Proof how little they were
fenfible of their owa Infufficiency,
and of their Backwardnefs to under-
go any notable Suffering at that time,
This Prefumption of theirs, whereby
they thought themfelves able todrink
of the Cup of their Mafter, and to
be baptized with his Baptifm, gives
us a lively Reprefentation of the De-
generacy of Man’s Heart, which often
flatters it felf with:being good and ‘pi-
ous, whillt it is altogether deftitute
of the Power and Life of Regenerati-
on. Such a Man maketh up to himfelf
the faireft Hopes of Blifs and Pro-
fperity,he thinks to meet with in the
Courfe of Religion: he would res-
dily ferve the Lord, if temporal
Happinefs would but go along with
bis’ fpiritual Concerns: For this
Reafon he puts away theevil Day as
far as he can, and when  he hears
of any Sufferings, he either fuppofes
‘em to be at a great Way of, or makes
them much lefs than they really are :
or, he perfuades himfelf to have
Strength enough to undergo and en-
dure
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dure all,father than to deny CHRIST,
or to be athamed of him : But in all
thefe Reafonings he is very much mi-

ftaken. Our Saviour had herea Com- .

paffion for the | great Weaknels
and Blindnefs of this Mother and her
Children, ‘and therefore told them,
Te [hall drink indeed of my Cup, and
be baptized with the Baptifm that I ai
baptized with : Bntto fit: on my right
Hand and -on my- lefty is not mine to
givey but it [hall be given to them for
whom it is prepared of nry Father.

Thus he foretold them,that in due
time after-they had been endued with
Power from on- high, -or received
that Spirit, by whofe ' gracious Al-
fiftance they were to preach the Go-
fpel, it would be alfo their Lot at
laft to drink of his Cup, and be ba-
ptized with his Baptifm; thatis, to

glorifie the Lord with a Death of*

Martyrdom, .and feal the Truth of
the Gofpel with the Effufion of their
Blood. But yet he adds: To fir on
my right Hand, and on my left, 15 nos
mine to give, but it fhall be given to
them for whom it is prepayed of my Ea-
ther 3 or, (according to the Original,)
to them ONLY for whom it is P”Pme_?
0
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of my Father : (asthe Word dmaiati-
mates, which is alfo ufed in the fame
Senfe, Adark ix. 8.) Our -Saviour
doth not deny that there would be
fuch a Sitting on his right and left
Hand: Neither doth he deny it to
be in his Power to give; for that
would be contraryto his own Promife,
Rev. is 213 To bim thar overcomel i,
will L grant to fir with me in my Throne,
even .as I alfo overcames and am fer down
with my Father in bis Throne.. But the
Import of thefe Wordsisthis : It was
not fit for him to give it to any, but
thofe only, for whom it was prepared. of
his Father. As if he would have faid :
¢ It was not fucha Matter, asa Man
“¢-perhaps might obtain by way of
Petitioning, (like in humaie Affairs,
People might beg a Favour of great
Princes,) or, which was conferr’d
by anexternal regard to fome para
ticolar: Perfons only : But in his
Kingdom, every one would be
weighed, asit were, in GOD’s Ba-
lance,(Darn. v. 27.) with the niceft
View, that nothing be found want-
éng 5 and nothing-be done againtk
the juft and holy Counfel of his
S“Hevealy  Father. In as much as
¢“ Man

179
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¢ Man was made conformable to the
« crucified JESUS here, (as well to

« hist inward as outward Life,)he
" s« fhould in like manner be made con-
¢ formable to him in his Kingdom
« hereafter, and the Degree of Glo-
¢ ry fhould be proportioned to the
¢ Degree of his Humiliation.

Now to make asufeful an Applica-
tion” of thefe'Wordsas we can; We
may fearn from hence; ‘that for cer=
tain; there:'will be manyand different
Dégrees of Glory inthe Life'to come:

’Tis not ‘without ground, what one
fays : There will be [uch a variety of Re-
wards in eternal Glory, that havdly Two
fhall Feceive the [ame Reéward abike."For
tho” in this ‘Life,” Men ¢an pevérat-
tain‘'to aperfed Knowledge of the in-
ward State,” 'and the varions Degrees
of the Chriftian Life in others; yet
GOD knows évery one ‘moft exaltly:
and intrinfically, and’ will not forget
in the Life to'come, to diftinguifh e-
very one according to that Degree
which he has arrived to here. And
even in this matter will the Wifdom
and: Fuftice of GOD the more won-
derfolly appear; fince his Glory is
to be difplayed in fo many differing’

Ways
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Waysand Degrees among his chofen
People, ;

The Truth of this Aflertion. may
be fomewhat cleared up from the con-
trary. . For even the Torments of
Hell will not be all alike, but admit
of various. Degrees and Diftin&ions :
Some whereof will always be more
exquifite, more terrible and inten-
five than others. ~ Thus the  Scri-
pture telis us, that it will be more
tolerable for fome in. the Day of Judg.
ment, than for others, AMart. Xi. 24.
And our Saviour makes a difference
betwixt him that knows his Lord’s
Will, ard him that deth not know it,
telling ws: Thar that Servant. which
knaws. bis Lord s Will, and doth not “ac-
cording to bis Will, [hall be beaten wuh
many Stripes : \Whereas, he that krzows
it noty and doth commit things worthy of
Stripesy [ball-be beaten with few Stripes,
Luk. xii. 475 48.

Asitis with the Torments of Hell,
fo it will be likewile with the Joys of
Heaven, on which oor Text treats
more particularly.. For the Mother
of the Children of Zebedee doth - not
ground. her Requeft on a bare Fancy
of her own, but upon the Difcourfe
: of
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of oir Lerd himfelf, who *had faid
before : When ‘the Son of Man fhall fit
in the Throne of bis Glory, ye alfo fhall
fit upon Twelve Thrones, judging the
Twelve Tribes of Ifrael. From which
Words itis plain, that the Lord con+
ferreth'a Prerogative on the Apoftles
above all the reft, who fhould at-
tain to eternal Salvation.  The fame
He hath confirmed, Chap. xix. 29:
Ewery one that hath for[aken Houfes,
or Brethren, or - Sifters, or Father, or
Mothery or Wife, or ‘Children, wr Lands
for my* Names [ake, (hall receive an bun-
dred-foldy and [ball inberit erernal Life.
Where he doth not fay : And he fhall
alfo fit upon Thrones, as the Apoftles
thall do5 but only, he fhall inberit
eternal Life. By which he plainly de-
clareth, that there will be many diffe-
rent Degrees in Glory to be beftow’d

on thofe that believe in his Name.
Now wlen the Mother of Zebedee’s
Children begg’d of our Saviour, that
her Sons might fit one on his right
Hand, and the otheron his left, he
doth not abfolutely reject hier Petition,
as a Thing altogether unreafonable
and foolifh in it felf; but faith only:
. The Sitting on my right Hand, and on
my
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thy left; is not mine to give, fave only
to thofe, for whom it is prepared . of my
Father : Intimatigg, that even among
the Apoftles themfelves, asto the Di-
ftinftion and Degrees of Glory, there
would be - 4 Difference, where one
fhould approach nearer to his Glory
than the other.

This Truth of the idifferent De-
grees of Glory in the foture World,
may be further evinced by feveral other
Paflages of Scriptare: as Dan. xii. 2,
3.+ Many of themthat fleep in the Dif?
of the - Earth {hall awake, fome to.evers
lafting Life 5 and [ome to Shame and ex
verlafting Contempt.  And they that be
wifz, (hall [hine as the Brightne[s of the
Firmament, and they that turn many to
Righteoufnefs, as the Stars for ever and
ever. That the Lord here fpeaks of
eternal Life, is plain from the Text
it felf, which exprefly declareth,that
fome of thofe that fleep in the Duft of
the Earth, i. e. that are dead and bu-
ried, [bal awake to etcrnal Life. This
is generally afcribed toall that are to
be faved : But then, {fomeof tholgare
to have the fame Prerogative beyond
others, which they hat ‘here in the
Kingdom of Grace. Sume of them

are
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are called Wife, Underflanding, or
Prudent, ‘or fuch as have here, in the
true Pmdeme of the nghtcous, pre-
pared themfelves for a bleffed Eter-
nity,and at the fame time encouraged
others, by their holy Life and Conver-
fation, to follow their good Example.

Of forme it is faid, that they have
turned many to Rzglfjrcouﬁ?cﬁ or have
made ‘many good and pious Chrifti-
ans, not-only by thewing unto them
the Way of Righteoufne{s in their
own Life, butalfo byinculcating vi-
to them ‘the «fame" from :Scripture:
which being done in all Faithfulnefs
and Integrity, the Lord hath given
fo eminent a Blefling to their Plawe-
ing and Warering, that by their En-
deavours many have been gained and
converted. Of the firft it is faid, that
they fhall hine asthe Brightvefs af the
Firmament 3 when the latter are to
be ‘raifed to higher Degrees of Glo-
vy, and fhall thine as the Stars for o~
ver and ever. I it had been ‘meant in
general of all Believers, that they
fhould thine as Stars, there had been
no need to exempt thofe who have
turn’d many to Righteoufoefsand bya
particular Chara &er, not only diftin-

guifh
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guith them from the reft of blefled
Souls, but fet ‘alfo an additional
Weight of Glory upon them ; wiz.
that they fhould [hine above others, as
the Stars for ever and ever.

From thefe exprefs Words of the
Prophet, one may moft evidently con-
clude, that the Lord will pafs by
none of his faithful Confeflors, but
beftow his gracious Reward on eve-
ry individual Veflel of Grace, with
this difference only, that a particular
Crown of Glory is prepared for thofe
who have turned many to Righteonfnefs.
Not to mention now thofe, who, in
fpiritual Matters, have been wife and
prudent, and who are accordingly
diftinguifhed from a multitade of thofe
that fleep in the Duft of the Barth,
and fhall awake to everlafting Life ;
the former having this Prerogative
above the latter, that they [hall (hime
as the Brightnefs aff/ye Firmament. And
doth notall this abundantly conviace
us, that in the Life to come, the Re-
ward will not be equally alike, but
admit different Degrees of Glory ?

St. Panl cor ﬁr*ns this matter h
wife, 1 Cor. xV. 41, 42: There is one
Glory of the Sun, amd another G!a;/ of

the
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the Moon, and another Glory of the
Stars 5 for one Star dijffereth from ano-
ther Star in Glory: So alfo is the Re-
furrettion of the Dead. 1he Subftance
of thefe Words amounts to this :
fAsthereisnofmall differenceamongft
the ‘Heavenly Bodies, as to their
Brightnefs and Glory, (for the Sun
out-doth the Moon in Splendour;
and again, the Moon, tho® fhe bor-
roweth ‘her Lighc from the San,
fhines however much brighter than
the Stars: And again, as one¢ Stan
exceeds: the other in Bignefs, Light,
arrd’ Brightnefs ;) fo likewife will it
be with the Refurrection of the Dead,
in regard either of the different De-
grees of Glory which will appedr a-
mongft the Blefled themfelves, or in
comparing their Bodies in the State
after their Refurrection with their
arthly, infirm, and neceflitous Con-
dition, they have been groaning un-
der whilft they were in this Life.

*Tis obfervable, that the Apoltle,

- after he had fet forth the various
Degtrees of Glory in the Life to come,
and explained this Matter by feveral
Similitudes, he at laft, inthe Conclu-
fion of the xvih Chapter, grounds
D there-
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thereon the following awakening Ex-
hortation : Therefore, my beloved Bre-
thren,  be ye [Pedfaft, unmoveable, ai-
ways abodnding in the Work of the Lord,
forafinuch as ye know, that your: Labonr
15 pot in vain in the Lord. = For when
he faith: Ye know, thar your Labour is
not in wain in the Lord : He Joth not
thereby intimate chiefly, that their
Labour ' in the Lord fhould always
profperoufly fiiceeed, and do a great
deal of Good in the World ; (the’
even. this would be true,) but he

will encourage the Corinthians to con-
fider over and over again, that as they

labour’d here in the Lord, fo they
wou'd be rewarded hereafter ; and
that the Crown and ViGory would
be the more bright and glorious ; the
greates,, the  Struggle had  been
for obtainingit.+ Thae the Lord, for
that end,did write down as it were,
every oa¢ of their Labours and Con-
fli¢ts upon his Book, and was not un-
righteous to forget the leaft Work and
Labour of Love (hewed bere towards
his Nawe; Heb. vi. ro. Jn what Mea-
fure or Degree they had here expref-
fed their Faithfulnefs in the Service
of the Lord; in the fame they fhould

be
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be rewarded in Glory, at'the Refur-
reftion of theDead. This therefore
fhould powerfully excite them, not on-
ly to continue in the Faith grounded and
Jettleds and never be moved away from
the . Hope of the Gofpels (Col. 1. 23.)
but alfo to grow always in the Work
of the Lord, to the End, that GOD
himfelf might be the more glorified by
a higher Degree of Glory conferred
on them out of the Abundance of his
Mercy.

To the fame Purpofe it is, what
the Apoftle faith, 1 Cor. iii. 8+ He
that planteth, anwd be that watereth, are
one: and every Man [hall veceive his
own Reward, according to bis own La-
bour. 1f all thow’d be equally alike,
the Apoftle could not havefaid : ao-
cording to his own Labour 5 fince there
would be no Diftinétion of Rewards,
tho’ there were a Diftin@ion of La-
bous here. *Tis therefore plain from
thefe Words, that, as here the Labour
inthe Lord is different ;5 (fome being
done in greater Purity, Fervency, and
Conftancy of Faith, Charity, and
Hope, than others,) o alfo the Re-
ward and Degree of Glory would be,
exadtly difpenfed according to every

S D2 one’s
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one’s State and Condition ; that, as
no Chriftian’s Labour is in every Re-
fpe&t like to that of another ; {o nei-
ther fhould any one’s Reward or De-
gree of Glory be equally alike unto
that of another inevery Refpe@ and
Circumftance.

Upon this very Motive doth the
fame Apoftle ground his Admonition
given to Servants, Eph. vi. 7, 8:
With good will deing Service as to the
Lord, and not to Men: Knowing thar
whatfoever good Thing agy Man doth,
the fame [hall be receive of the Lord, whe-
ther he be Bond or Free, The whole
Strefs-of his Argument, to perfnade
them to a faithful Difcharge of their
Truft, lieth in this, that it was not
an indifferent Matter,with what Mea-
fure of Faithfulnefs, or what purity
of Intention,they did ferve their Ma-
fters. He will not have them reft in
a bare exterpal Difcharge of their
Truft, by believing they have done
their Duty, when they have outward-
1y performed theService incumbent on
them ; but he will have them confider,
whether in the midft of their outward
Occupations they have fteddily ad-:
hered to Chriff, and with a Mindffrer.,

rof
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from fecular Ends, anfwered the Will
of GOD in their Station. For the
pure Eye of Chrift exa&ly obferves
€very one’s Works in particular, and
pondereth with what Purity of In-
teation they are done, and how the
Heart in all thefe Things ftands affe-
tted towards Him. When therefore
Fefus Chrift, the Judge of the Quick
and  the Dead, doth come to Judg-
ment, we muft not think He will 2=
gially beftow the fame Reward and
Degree of Glory on every one of thofe
Servants that are faved by Faith; but
rather, that the righteons Judge will
reward every good Work, let it be
gicat or {mall, according to the ex-
a&t Meafure of Faithfulnefs and Pu-
rity of Faith and Love wherein it has
been wrought ; fo that he, who hath
done more Good than others, and
that'with a purer Intention toe, {nall
receive ‘alfoa far greater Reward of
Glory than otliers. And fhould not
this Confideration provea powerful
Inducement to us to do good whilft
we have any Time left for it ?

To the fame Purpofe ’tis fzid, Gal.
| vi. 7+ Whatfoever a Aan foweth, that”
Joall be aifo reap. This is to beunder="
D3 ftood,
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ftood, firft, of the different Seed it
felf which is fown 3 and {ecor uH], of
the Adeafure wherein this different
Seed is committed to the Ground :
And thirdly, of the feveral Q#-z/frfn:
?.U.muug to the Seed, let it be good
bad. In t‘ﬁq Senfe the followng
eighth \’F*f‘ isto be taken: HAle that
/Jﬁ’rr’ to his Elefby [ball of the Flefh reap
Corruption, bur be that foweth to theSpivits
fhall of the . Spirit reap Life everlaftings
That this is . not only to- bg
vaderftood  of the Difference of the
Seed it felf, inafmuch as it is either
g@m' ot bad, and LON(th,F ntly attend-
€d with a different” Harvelt 5. but that
the Apoftle has a further. Meaning
in it, we may gather from a like Com
parifon he makes upon this very Sub-
1o, 2 Cor. ix. 61 This Ifay: He
which foweth [paringly, fhall reap alfo
fpariugly s and he which foweth-bounti=
Jully, [hall reap alfo bountifully. . The
folluwmgf Verfes do likewife deferve
our Confideration; wherein he tells
us, that not only the Harvelt it felf,
whereof he fpeaks, Gal. vi. 8. Would
be different, either good orbad, but
doth intimate alfo, that one fhounld -

have a richer and a more bleffed Crop
or
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or Harveft than another, according
the joft' Proportion and Meafur
had fowed here, either fpar
bountifully, that is, according
had been a fincere Labourer by
in the Spirit of Jefus Chrift.
there isa Difference in the good Seed
it felf 5 (for thofe that fow Oars, Bar-
ley, Rye, or Wheat, they fowall good
Seed, yet one fort is better and more
pretious than the other: ) foit isin
fpiritual Matters alfo. The more
pretious the Seed is, 7. e. the purer;
and the more unmiged that love is,
wherein the Chriftian has a&ed for
the fake of his Lord and Mafter, the
more glorious will alfo be the Time
of Reaping that fucceeds it.

The fame Matter is hinted at by
the Apoftle, 2 Cor. v. 9, 10 : Where~
Jore we labour, that whether prefent or
abfent we may be accepted of hivi. For
we muft all appear before the Fudgment-
Seat of Chrift, that every ome may re=
ceive the Things done in his Bady, ac-
Cording to that he hath done, whether it
be good or bad, Where the Words :

| according to that be bath done, intimate
not only, that every Wickednefs
fhould receive its condign Punifhment,

D 4. and.
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and every good Work, the promifed
Reward ; but alfo, that the more Sin
any one had committed, the greater
hisPu Iﬂﬂlni\thhft“ Lbe: And themore
. Fervency, Conftancy, Puority,
finglenefs of 1‘A:n ,any one had ex-
ed in his Life and Condué, in

der to pleafe the Lord, the greater
ward of Glory he fhould hereafter
in another World.

Out. of the ‘many Scriptures which
confirm this Matter, we will mention
but one more, and Lhat is, Marth, x.
41,42 He that receives a Prophet in
the Name of a Proph:fj ﬂ’.—.t:",f.' receive a
bet. ard 5 and be that receives a
 bteons Man, fhall receive a Righteous
Man’s Rewhrd. And  wh fcwr fhall
gve to drink anto one oftm,c Little ones
a Cup of cold Water only, in the Z/,vh,;a of
a thup.u, Ve riEY, I[/f;l 7:/;10 Yoit, ,’mﬂm/l
ip wo wife 1[* bis Reward.  FHere our
Saviour moft" plainly points out the
different Degrees in the. Reward of
oocd W 3!“» extending it not only to
this, bu it even to the Life to come.
And tho? neither a ter ﬂrmaa, nar an.
ternal Reward, can be merited “by
\Voxks but is cmndy conferr’d out
of pure Grace; yet the Juftice ?‘
the
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the Lord hath fixed a Proportion be-
twixt the Goodnefs of the Work, and
the Difpenfation of the Reward fiic-
ceeding it ; infomuch, - that as: the
former bears different Degrees in

| Goodnefs, fo alfo the Reward bears
different Degrees of Excellency. = "Tis
then that the Words of Chrift fhall be
fulfilled, Luk. vi. 38 » Good Meafure,
prefled downg and (haken together, and
running over, [hall Men Zive into your
Bofom. For with the [ame Meafure ye
mete withaly it (hall be meafured to Yyou
ﬂg’x,’iz#.

Now this Truth we have explained
to you, both from Afatt. xx. and o=
ther Places of Sceipture, is fo ufeful
and neceflary, that it deferves to be
confidered over and over again. For
If this Confideration be laid afide,
Fleh and Blood, as it is apt enough
already to make us backward in well=

“ doing, 1o it will undoubtedly flacken;
the more; by the Negled of fo pow-
erful a Motive, which is given us by
Chrift and his Apoltles, to the Ead,
that we might be excited to a diligent
Performance of our. Duty, and en-

. couraged fteddily to run the Race which

is fer before us. ;
D3 And

s
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Aud befides, if People are taught
noother Notion  of the Life to come,
but that all thegood Souls there would
be on a Level, and no difference
or diftin&ion of Degrees admitted
at all, they will eafily fall away into
fuch a Slumber and Deadunefs, as to
fancy they’ll come off at laft well -e-
nough, though they fhould here fpeand
their Time in the Service of Sin and
Vanity, and all along negle& the
Hour of their Vifitation.

If they have buta fewMinutesallow’d
them before they quitthis World,they
think a Lord bave Mercy upon me ! will
fet them on a Level with all thofe ho-
1y Sonls, who from their tender Years,
through the whole Courfe of their
Life, have ferved the Lord with
Faithfulnefs, <Zeal, and Fervency ;
fuppofing that thefe, would gain no
Pre-eminence to all Eternity, nor a-
ny higher Degree of Glory, notwith-
ftanding all the Good they had done
here in this Life. For this Reafon,
they will take as great a Length of
the Pleafures of this Life, as ever they
can, and believe themfelves to be
much wifer than thofe, who, with
all their Might, early and earneftly

ftrive
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ftrive to enter into the Kingdom of
Heaven. For as thefe defpife the
tranfitory Felicity of this World, and
content themfelves with the Hope of
Glory to be revealed hereafter ; fo
the aforefaid profane Norldling
thinks to take the wifeflt Courfe, -by
enjoying both the Happinefs of the
World here, and then to ftep iato
tall - Pofieflicn of that ‘which is to
come hereafter. 4

The Song of this fort of People is fet
dow n,Wifdom1:6,7,8,9: Come on th-re
fore, let us enfoy the good Things that
are prefent o and ler us ufe the Crea-
tures like as im Yonrh. Let ns filk onr
Selves with coftly Wine and Ointments,
and let #o Flower of the Spring pafs by
#s. - Ler us crown: our felves with Rofe-
buds, before they be withered.  Let nowe
of us go without bis part of onr Voluptu-
oifnefs = let us leave Tokens of our Foy-
fulnefs in every Place. But this is the
Language of Epicurus and his Follow-
ers, fome whereof will freely own,
that this is their Portion and their Lot.

Butas for thofethat flatter themfelves
with Hopes of Salvation in the midit
of all the Provocations offer’d to a
gracious GOD, they fuppofe they

fhall
AL
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fhall obtain Mercy at laft, and not-
withftanding their continued Courfe
of Sinning, be for ever as happy as
thofe, who, perhaps, have refifted un-
to Blood,ftriving againft Sin, Heb. Xli.4.
Thofe, I fay, fancy to get much
more than the fading Pleafures of Sin
in this World. For after having ta-
ken here their Fill of the Luft of the
Byes, of the Luft of the Flefh, and
of the Pride of Life, according to
their Hearts Defire, they do not que-
ition but they fhall, after a fhort de-
votional Groan, be tranflated to Hea-
ven immediately, and be not only e-
ternally faved, but even enjoy fuch a
Portion of Happinefs asall the Patri-
archs, Prophets, Apofties, Martyrs,
and faithful Followers of Chrift, fhall
ever enjoy. Nay, they will make
you believe, that alfo thefe might
have been wifer and happier, had they
not led fuch an auftere and mortified
Life here, but taken as much of the
Pleafures of this World, as poflibly
they might ; and after the Enjoyment
- thereof, ftept over, by the fhorteft
and eafieft way, intoa full Pofleflion
ofunfpeakable Joyand Happinefs, jfo
it
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fit with Chrift upon his Throne, and
to reign with him to all Eternity.

Behold ! a piece of Prudence of the
Children of this World, who in "all
thefe Conceits think themfelves to

, be very wife, whilft they are indeed
the greateft Fools upon Earth, Do
but hear what the Lord faith con-
cerning this fort of People, Aaliii.13 :
Tour Words have been ffou againft
me, [aith the Lord: Tet ye [ay, whar
have we fpoken fo much againft thee ?
Ye bave faid, it isin vain to [erve God:
and what profit is it that we have kept his
Ordinance, and that we bave walked
mournfully before the Lord of Hoffs?
And now, wecall the Pround bappy 5 yea,
they that work Wickednefs are fet up s
yeay they that tempt God,are even delie
vered. Then they that feared the Lord,
[pake often one to another, and the Lord
hearkned, and heard it, and a Book of
Remembrance was written before bim for
them that feared the Lord, and that
thought wupon his Name. — And they
[hall be miney faith the Lord of Hofts,
in that Day when I make up my Jewels,
and 1 will [pare them, as a Man [pareth
bis own Son, that [eyveth bim.” Then
Thall ye return and difcern between the
Righteous
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Righteous™ and _the Wicked 5 between
bim that [erveth God, and bim that [erv-
eth bim not. ~Thus doth the Lord de-
cide this matter at once, and calls that
a hard Saying againft his divine Ma-
jelty, when a Man fays,it was iz vain
to ferve God, and no Profit to keep his
Ordinance, and_to walk mournfully be-
fore the Lord of Hofts ? The Children
of this World call a pious Life, a Life
of Papours and Melancholy, or,accord-
“ing to the Prophet’s Phrafe, a fad and
mournful Walking ; whereas pothing
can be fweeter and more grateful to
the Minds of Men, than an unfpotted
Converfation; and nothing harder and
more tirefomé, than the Service of Sin
and Vanity. The Lord himfelf hath
declared the Untruth of this Afferti-
on, and promifed to fhew at laft the
valt Difference between him that
hath ferved his Mafter, and him that
hath ferved him not.

Alas! thefe Men are highly mi-
ftaken in their Conceits about Reli-
gion. They harbour a wrong Noti-
on of the Work of Repentance, fup-
pofing it to be a thing they had with-
in their own Reach and Command,
and that confequently they could res

pent
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pent of their Sins whenever they had
a Mind to it, contrary to the Words
of St. Paul, Phil. ii. 13, 14: Work ont
your own Salwation with Fear and Trem-
bling. Fur it is GO D which worketh in
yor, both ra m/l and to doy of his good:
Pleafure. They do not confider the
imminent Danger of their Ways, and
how hazardous a Matter itis to turn
the Grace of GOD into Lafciviouf-
nefs, and yet, after fo long and hor-
rid an Abufe, depend upon it for
Life and Salvation.

Truly, they have reafon to fear, left
thefe Tenders of Grace, which they
have rejeéted fo long,may, by a uﬂ:
]Ldgn ent,withdraw inTime, andle
the bmner to his own Ways and De-
lufions. For both Scripture and E
perience confirm the Truth of what
is commonly faid : _As a Man bath liv=
ed, fo he dieth. Upon the whole, it
has been fufficiently proved from ex-
prefs Teftimonies of Scripture, that
GOD keeps a moft exa® Account of
all the A&ions of Men, to the very
Thoughts and Defires, nay, the very
leaft Motion, and rnoit fecret Difpo-
fition of the Heart : And that all thefe,
let them be good or bad, fhall be laid

open
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open in the  Day of Judgment, in Or-
der that what is Evil, receive its con-
dign Punifiment;and what is Good,
its gracious Reward. Let therefore
the Word of Solomon be a daily Ae-
mento unto you, recorded Ecclef. Xii.
14.: Let us hear the Conclufion of the
whole Matter :  Fear God, and keep his
Commandments : For this is_the whole
Duty of Man i For God [hall bring every
Work into Judgment, with every [ecret
Thing, whether it be Good, or whether
it be Evil. Likewife that of St. Paul,
1 Cor. iv. 5. Fudge nothing before the
Time, uutil the Lord come, who baoth
will bring to Light the hidden things of
Darkne(s, and will make manifeft the
Counfels of the Hearts: and then [hall
every Man have Praife of God.

If one fhould offer to argue from
Ezek. xxxiil. 14y 16: (Ifthe Wicked
tiurn from his Sin, and do that which s
lawful and right 5 nove of his Sins, thar
be bath committed, fhall be mentioned un-
to him; ) that thofe that repented
atlaft, before they died, fhould ob-
tain a full Remiffion of all their for-
mer Sins and evil A&ions, and con-
fequently lofc nothing at all of that e-
ternal Glory, which is promifed to

riia
trie
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true Believers ; He ought to know,
(1.) That the Text quoted from Eze-
kiel, doth by no means fpeak of fuch
a Death-Bed Repenche, as confifts
ina few penitential Groans, or fome
tranfient Fits of Devotion. For thus
runs the whole Text: When I [ay
unto the Wicked, thou [halt [urcly dic :
If be turn from bis Sirty and. do that which
15 lawful and right : If the Wicked reftare
the Pledge, give again that he had rob-
bedy, WALK in the Statutes of Life
without committing ]f,zg,fmty 5 be fhall
fnrely lme, be H,zziz not-die. None of his
Sins that he bath camm/r,ed., fhall - be
mentioned unto bim : He hath done that
which is Lawful andright ; 5 ke ﬂ:nlﬂ fure=
Iy live. From whe ence it is plain, that
new Obedience, together with the
fucceeding Fruits of Repeatance,muft
moft vifibly appear in a returning
Sinnery and manifelt it felfto that
degree, that every one may be con-
vinced of his real Converfion to
GOD.

(2.) However, though it be very
hazardous to put offthe Work of Re-
pentance to the latter Days of a Man’s
Life, yet if cannot be denied, that e-

vena late Repentance may be attend-
ed
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ed with a Remiffion of all former
Offences, provided it be but fincere
and wnfeigned. Buot then ’tis to be
obferved, thata late and earneft Re-
peatance is a greater Rarity than Peo-
pleimagine 5 “the whole Scripture af-
fording no more than one only In-
ftance -in the Thief on the Crofs, and
this of fo extraordinary a Nature too,
asisnot to be drawn into Imitation.
And there may be fome reafon to be-
lieve, thata Senfe of hisCrimes was
wrought in his Sotl immediately after
he had committed them, and was
now by the Laws of Jufticecaft ina
Prifon. But fuppofe that evena late
Repentance: bg alfo fincere and un-
feigned ; yet can folatea Penitent
never pretend to reap in Eternity,
what he has not fown in Time:
whereas others reap there, what they
have fown here, every one according
to the Meafure of his Seed; either
fparingly or plentifully, as has been
mentioned before.

St. Paunl-aflureth us, that the Work
of fuch a Teacher as hath preached up
nothing but*Wosd, Hay, and Stubble,
(thatis, fuch things as do not great-
ly tend to a real Edification, 1 Cor.

i 139
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il 13.) fhall be burnt, that be fhall
fuffer Lofsy but be bimfelf [hall be
Javed, yet [o as by Fire. Thatiis,
a Maan is glad'to eftape with his Lif
when the whole'Houfe isfet on
So likewife fuch a Teacher will
glad, if his Soul be but faved, (whict
gannot be without true Repentance,)
tho” he fhould find noReward forallthe
L:abour and Painhe hathendured inhis
Minifterial Funétion.

The fame will be theCafe of all thofe,
who,tho’noTeachers byProfeffion,have
however,in the midit of all the A&s of
their - pretended Religion, done no=-
thing but heaped up Wood, Straw,and
Stubble, that is; have wafted = their
Time. with Trifles and Vanities, ra-
ther than endeavoured to lay up in
their Souls the pure Gold and Silver
of :a Faith working by Love, or the
pretious Pearl of the Kingdom of
GOD. If thofe be faved at laft, < it
muft certainly be as through Fire, of a
fincere, tho’ late Repentance ; where-
iny neverthelefs; they will fuffer the
Lofs of all the Works that did not
proceed from a divine Principle. *Tis
therefore beyond all Doubtand Ex-
ception, that the Reward attending

good
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good Works, will not be equal; or e-
qually conferred on all ; but that
there will be differing Degrees of Glos
ry, as {0 many evident Proofs of the
Truth and infinite Wifdom of GOD,
rewarding every one proportionably to
what he has fown to the Spirit du-
ring the Time of his Vifitation upon
Earth.

Thofe thereforé,  who defer their
Converfion till they have firft enjoy-
ed the Pleafures of this World, ~a&
very imprudently in'the Management
of their Soul and eternal Salvation.
For fuppofe they could be fure, that
notwithftanding the long Abufe of all
the Tenders of Mercy, GOD would
give them: Repentance at laft; yet
would they be great Lofers by that
fhort Purfuit of Tempotal Pleafures
and Vanities. For when other Chil-
dren. of GOD;i(after having faith:
fully followed - the -Lord JESUS; and
been conftant in well- doing, and from
their Heart abhorred evil and vicious
Ways,) fhall appear at laft before the
Throne of GOD, adorned with all
the glorious Fruitsof Righteoufnefs
they have wrought ‘herey and find
there recorded totheir unfpeakable

Joy,
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Joy, that they have here fed and
cloathed, lodged and vifited the
Lord in his poor and indigent Members;
(tho’ all this be done fromaPrinciple
of Faith working. thro’ Love, and. not
from any mercenary Regard to Gainor
Reward; ) when thefe, I fay, fhall
find all their Werksagain laid up in
Store whilft they were here;, (1 Tim.
vi. 10.) then others, and even the
late Penitents, cannot pretend to
reap what they did never fow.

Then itwill appear,which_ of thofe
have a¢ted moft wifely. Andthis Diffe~
'ence which then appears, will ftand
to all Eternity.. We fhall then fee
What a Difference there is betwixt a
Child of GOD, which has prov’d o-
bedient to the early Summons of
Grace, and never forfaken the firft
Love, or, after fomeColdnefs there-
in, retrieved it again ; which hath
dailyimproved in Goodnefs andGrace,
and after having finifhed at laftthe glo-
rious Fight of Faith, obtained eternal
Life and Felicity: And between aa
nother, who is faved like a Brand
plu ut of the Fire on a {fudden.

muft pafs throvgh a fhort
_ontrition of Heart,in or-
der
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der to be- the better prepared .fof
the Enjoyment of Grace, and that
lively ‘Faith which is conceived and
born amidit thewvarious Pangsof un-
feigned Repentance.  Thus is fuch a
Soul faved atlaft, yet /o as by Fire%
However, the Salvation rit {felf fhe ob-
tains; will afford her for evernoft
plentiful Matter to praife and exalt
that Love, which hath refcued her on
the very Brink of Deftruéion.

Far be it however to afcribe in the
leaft any Merit or Righteoufnefs- to
the Works of Men. = The Dottrine,
that we ave juftified by Faith alone, ont
of the pure Grace of GOD, through the
Redemprion that is inFefus Chrift, mhom
GOD bath et forth to be a Propitiation,
through. Faith in his: Blood 5 (Rom. iii.
24,25,28.).is a divine and'an eternal
Truth, which eught not to be broke
in upon by any other Dodirine what-
foever. The Confeflion of our An-
ceftors is very plain opon this Head :
We are juftified before GOD, not in
Regard to our Works 3 bnt. e i Re-
miffion of Sin, and_are jujtified before
GOD for Chrift’s [ake-ont of meer Grace,
by Faith ; the Confcience drawing ar the
(ame Time a Comfort from. the Promife

of
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of Chrift, and belicving firmly that we
have Remiffian of Sin, and Merc 'y and
Righteonfne[s, nay, Evernal Life it felf
conferr’d upon us for the Sake of CHRIST,
who bas reconciled us to GOD by his
Death, and made full Atonement for
owr Sins.  And again: We obtain Re-
wiffion of Sin by Faith in Chrifty and me-
rit nothing either by our preceeding or fub-
[equent Works, but receive Forgivene(s
out of mere Grace for ChrifP’s fake.  We
ought therefore conftantly to believe, thar
notwithftanding our-good Works, we arve
reputed Righteous before GOD. for Chrift
his [akey not for any Moerit of Works,
XCe

But that this Do@rine of Fuflifica-
tion by Grace through Faith alone,
doth not clath in the leaft with the
Dolrine of the different  Degrees of
Glory-in Heaven 3 hereof Chrift him-
felf, together with St. Paul, (who
moft: copioufly explaineth the Arti-

. cle of Fauftificarion,) hath clearly con-

vinced us ; as hath been fufficiently
proved from Adarth. xx. and othep
Scriptures quoted on that behaif.
Eiernal Life Is entirely a Gify of
GOD, Rom. vi. 23. But it doth not

follow from thence, that the graci-
ous
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ous Reward of the Lord muft be
equally -beftowed on all. The Di-
firibution of the Land of Promife
may give us fome Light in this Matter.
This Land was not given to the Chil-
dren of Ifrael out of any Regard to
their Merits or Righteoufnefs, as the
Lord himfelf doth fully declare, Dexnt.
iX. 44 S, 6. And neverthelefs was
the Partition unequal, according to
their feveral Tribes. In like manner
there are many Manfionsin the Father’s
Houfe, (Joh. xiv. 2.) But then they
will be amequally diftributed among
the blefled Inhabitants.

1 fay,all theledifferent Degrees ofGlory,
are by no means to be look’d uvpon as
a meritorious Reward entailed on
thofe that belt deferve it ; but are as
a free Gift only, conferr’d for Chrift’s
fake: They will however help to
difplay the Richesof the Wifdom of
GQD, of his Love and Faithfulnefs,
of his Truth and Juftice, and in a
Word, the Unfearchable Riches of
Chrift, Bph. iii. 8. As in the King-
dom of Grace, to every one that be-
lieveth, Grace is given according to the
MEASURE of ‘the Gift of Chrift 5
(Eph. iv. 7.) fo in the Kingdom of

Glory
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Glory to every one, that hath perfe-
vered in Grace, fhall be given Etera
nal Life, and a Degreé of Glory accord*
sng to the Meafure of ‘the Gift of Chriff
who ‘alone is the procuring Caufe of
all the Gifts and Mercies of God.
Praifed be God for ‘his unfpeakable
Mercy ! :
Before I conclude, I'exhort you all;
that hear this now, or fhallread it
hereafter, in*the:Name of ‘our Lord
Jefus Chrift; that yon confider more
and more fo important a Truth, and
in -the 'Fear!of the Lord fearch’the
Divine Ofacles on ‘that Account: But
then fearch-them'not out of jan itch
of Cariofity, to feed \your Fancy with,
Knowledge(which wot'd but:tend to
‘your greater Damnation,) ‘but, iz the
‘Fear'of the Lord, to fanckify your Heart
through this Truth, * Do not:lofe any
more - Time hereafter, ‘and: do-not
ftand idle in the Market-place any
Tonger; "as if" you were:inot hired :
But- imprave ' your. Time whillt: you
have it, and prefent your: Bodiesy'a liv-
ing Sacrifice, holy and acceptable: unte
God. Strive to become every Day
Joore careful, more fervent, and
more zealous in proving, what is the
E good,
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goody and acceptable, and perfett will of
God. Rome xii. 2. Watch ye, ftand faft in
the Faith, quit you like Meny be firong.
Let all your-things be done: with Charity.
1 Cor. XVi. 14. We befecch yau, that
ye increafe_more and wore. 1 Thefl.
© iv. 10. Whatfocver things are trie,
what oever things are haneft, whatfoever
things, are., jufls whatfoever things are
prres whatfoever things are lovelys what-
foever things are of goed. Repors 5 if there
be any Virtie, and if there be any Praife,
sbink on thefe things. Philip iv. 8. 1
conclude my Exhortation to you with
the Apoftley; fromx Cor. XV §8 «
My: beloved - Brothrem, be -ye . fledfaft,
upmoveable, ' always abounding in. the
Work of the Lord, forafmuch as ye know,
(and now perbaps have learnt to
underftand it better) ithat - your L
bour 3% ot vin vaie in the, Lovd. .-

Now-unto the King Eternal, Im-
mortdl, Invifible, the only wife God
be Honour and: Glory for ever ang
gvers -JAmen. . {

ook

|
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A Prajer Jor. the Love of CERIST,
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taken out of John Arndt’s Pray-
er-Book, called the Garden of Pa-
radife.

Ear Lord JESUS CHRIST,

thon Ever-bleflfed Lover of
Souls ! Grant unto me thy Grace,
that .I may love thee again with a
fincererand: cordial .AfleGion, and
out »of that Senfe thus {peak unto
theg :  Hwver-blefled- Lord and Re-
deemer 1. Give me fuch.a Meafure
of thy Lowve, that I feel nothing

‘within- me but thy Love. Turn

ovt of my Heart whatever doth
note bear ~the Chara&er: of . thy
Loves: for I wifh to find and to
feel: mothing within. me, but thy
Love-and -Affe@ion. O how en-
dearing; is this thy Love, how
fweet -and gracious ! How .doth it.
quicken the Soul,-and delight the
Heart of thofe that-earneftly feek it.
‘- Prevent me, O Lord, +with this
thy Love, and replenifhy me there-.

' E,_ 2. ¢ with
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with to that- Degree, that I may-
think on-nothing,fee -nothing, de-
fire nothing, feel and taft nothing
‘but thy Love. - For thy Love is
All 5 it pofleffes. all, it compre~
hends all, it excels all. O thatl
might for'ever preferve this Trea-
fure within me, a Treafure of: fo
high and ineftimable a Value. Let
me ftand Day and Nightuponimy
Guard' againft all my fpifitial “E-
nemies V. Let me earneftly” watch
over, take care off, and inceflantly
pray for it: For' this Love is the
very Foretaft of Life everlafting,
and the Entry of Paradife: it felf.
¢« O thou great Lover of Souls,
thou haft been wounded out of pure
Love ‘to me 3 be pleafed to wound
alfo my Soul with the fame Love.
The Bléod which thou, by a’ Mo-
tive of Love, haft fhed forrwe, is
fo fublime and"excellent, fo ftrong
and powerful, as to mollify even a
Heart of Stone. Let this thy Blood
pierce and penetrate my Heart,that
alfo thy Love may penetrate ity be-
caufe thy Love hath' been smade
manifeft by thy Blood. O that my
Heart was but fet open, to receive

¢ and
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A Prayer. ol

and’ ardeéntly - to gather up ‘thofe

lovely Drops,which in thy Agony,as
fo many Pledges of Love, fell down
to the Ground. - O that mine Eyes
were as Fountains of Water over-
flowing with Tears of Love, and :
in moft  fervent 'Defires weeping
after” thee, till' thou didft receive.
me into'thy Faveur, adopt me into
the Number of thy Children, fetch
me home to my Father’s Houfe,and
embrace me with the Arms of thy
Compaflion : Nay,“Iet me never-
be eafy till T'tafe THY SELF
and ‘thy abounding = Goodnefs,
and ‘be at laft ‘efpoufed unto thee
by the Tye of an heavenly Marriage-
never to be diffolved, being made
with Thee 6ne Heart,’ one Spirit,
one Body. 245 :
‘“Draw me, O’ Lord; with the .
Cordssof thy Love, and I will run .
after ‘thee. O that I might kifs
thee in my very Heart, and re-
ceive “from’ thy' Iips ‘that Grace .
and ‘Sweetnels which is o ‘abun-
daritly ' poured into “them. - Thoa
art!my Strength and my Comfort,
my ‘Life-and 'my-Light, my Trea-
fore ‘atid ‘my Salvation,  my only
T E 3 ¢ Sove-
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Sovereign Good, and - my - Love b
Uuite me, Q Lord,. with -thee,as
the only Obje& worthy, of cmy
Love and Devotion : For what-
foever 1 enjoy befides; and with-
out thee, is nothing but Gall and
Bitternefs, Sorrow and- Labour;
Vanity and Vexation, Troubleand
Anguith of Mind: But thou: O
Lord, arc the only. Center -of my
Reft, my Peace and my Joy !
« Vouchfafe that the, facred Flame
of .thy. f.ove may conftantly irras
diate me, and diffufing it felf ghro
all. the Paculties-of my: Soul, fet
all_ on Fire what is within me.
Let thy Love be unto me a Fire
of Holinels to refine me, and a
Fire of Gladnefs  to. nourifh and
warm me. Let its gentle Flame
defcend upon:my,Heart,and hallow
the Place of.thy: Abade,;. for this
Flame is frée from Painand Hea-

" vinefs, . from Trouble and;Sadnefs:

Let thy Love; beiunto, me a. fweet
{melling; Savour :to..revive, and
quicken me ;,Let it be. unto mea
celeftial, Balm to  heal and, refreth
me,. and by its.fragrant. Virtue to
draw, nie . powerfully -after thee

R ¢ through
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.-through all . the Letsand Impedi-

ments of a profane World.:

44O .thon great -Lover of- Souls!

¢« Can there be any folid Joy or: Sa-

tisfaction which thy Love doth not
afford us?-Itis a greenand plea-
fant , Pafture - to. the .-Weaty, and

.a.neyer failing, Comfort to the

brokenin Heart: It is Meat and
Drink to the Hungry and Thivity:
It is the true Bread of Life to.
ftrengthen the Heart, apd a fweet
Wine ! to: nejoice it. At carrieth
with it Joy.and Peace, and giveth
a; fafe -Repofe to. the Feeble:! It
is attended with 'Life and Light,
with. Health and Happinefs, with
Riches and Pleafures, with Honour

.and Beauty, with Grace and Glory.

Let me never. be fo unhappy as to
lofe .theiPearl of this Loveswhich
is of {o great a Price, and with-
out which I muft needs be Poor
and Naked, Blind and Wretched !
Vouchflafe therefore, O Lord, that
with Tears of ‘kove I'may cry af-
ter thee, and not ceafe feeking till
with Adary Magdales I happily find
thee: For thou haft loved me with
an everlafting Love, and therefore

¢ with
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with: loving Kindnefs haft thon
drawn me. '

*¢“Let this 'Love: be my conftant
Guide in the Days of my' Pilgri-
mage, and let it accompany me
wherever 1 go. Let it fetch me
back, when 1 have ftrayed' from
thy ‘Ways.” ‘Let thy Love ‘teach
me in my Ignorance, Let'it bemy
Wifdom in my Polly, and tet it re-
claim me when I am offending a-
gainft thy Law. Let it keep-me
fteddy ‘when 1 am‘ in'danger of:
Stumbling ; ‘and when 1 fall, then
let it fpeedily ‘raife ' ‘me. 'Let it
comfort me in my Sorrow, ‘and
let it fupport me in my Weaknefs. .
Let it blow up the dying Flax of
my Faith, and when I:go hence,
then let it receive’me inito ever-
lafting’ Habitations! - dumen,
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