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ife, Entitled; Nico

mus; o a Difc ourfe agai u!?r
hc Fear of Man, appears nom
77 quﬂ: and affords the World a "u'c-:jy
neceffary and wfeful Leffon. There is.no.don

but there are as many nowas ever -among
all, forts of Men, who, tho’ they are b),
Name and ommmd Prof effion, of a far
pu, ¢r and beweer Religion than bis mas,
efpecially at that time,  when the Jewifh
Church was quite d[gmcm ted from its firfF
Divine Iﬂﬁzmtron, are -yet no lefs fhy of
the Light than Nicodemus was. = e had
alonging defive to be inflrutted in the way
of szc by thar Rabbi and Teacher, who
be bimfelf did own, came. from God but
withal was fo much zzfrmd of mruumg the
Reproach of the Pharifees, and C osszempt by
an open Confeffion of the Truth, that, 10 -
v0id this, he mrbcr chofe to come to Jefus
by Night, which bis Fearfulnefs wosuld

ot allow him to do openly andinthe Eyes of

the World, To be plain,is it not a [hame
fo; us, that profefs our /c/vc: Chri mam,
that is, fuch as freely ensbrace Chrift's moft
”[,I Doitrine, and imitate bis wioft
Li (F.J IM,I even we 2 fhould yet ;7{‘(-',._;‘:'{; !lf pui
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sit’Mnd of anr Duty by one, who, tho’ he
bad but an smperfett Glymple of the moff
Glorions Rays of the Light, thar now [hines
in the Gofpel, yet did improve this Dawn-
ing thereof to-that degree, that he more
than once gave publick Demonftration
of his Proficiency in Chrift’s School ?
For it is very remarkable and much to the
purpefe -to obferve, that Nicodemus s
mentioned in the [acred Hiftory of ‘the Gof-
pei at threc different times, and with
three different Chara&ters. Firft, When
ke begun to feck Clviff’s Arqnaintance,]oh.
3. i order t0'be infiructed by bim in the
right way to the Kingdom of Gody where we
find bim fomewhat timorous, and much a-
fraid of the Wrath of the Pharifecs, which
be.could not have eaflly efcaped, if he had
exprefled bis efteem for that 'Deceiver (as
they were nfed to call bim) before them. Ne-
verthelefs, it feems he had a fincere and
earncft defire 10 bave a right knowledee of
the Truth from.the Mouth of Chrift,which
made bim willingly bear the féveral [harp
Reproofs Chrift gave ‘bim in bis heavenly
Difeonrfe with him concerning Regenera-
tion, asthe only means to regain a right to
Heaven.  The Second time we find Ni-
.codemus appear-more bold for Christ, Joh.
7. againft bis Bretliren the Pharifees, en-
deavonying to vindicate bimn by an .c‘-*‘.riamr
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to the
the. Law., - that
Indged and Conc
duly heard;and his
examined.. . FHere
much freer
tha’ arthe [an
{pe&ion. Laftly, Ais FauhinChri
more clearly feen than before, and that «
timewher our Lord was1n the lowefl ftate
ofhis Humtliation : For it is rema
[aid of him,Job.: 18, t
Arimathea (ancther Nico 38 35,
a Difciple of Chrift,fecretly for fear of
the Jews) bedbefoughs Pilate that bemigh
take saway .the “Body of the Crucified
Jefus, there . came alfo. Nicodemus
(which at firft came to Jefus by Might)
and brought a mixture of Myrrhe,and A=
loes, about an Hundred Pound.Weight.
So that fromthefe feveral Circumitances,
we may juftlyconclude that he didnor almays
remain the fame timorons fearful® Man, bt
thar the Words of Life,/poken tobim by the
Eternal Wildom of the Eather Jhécame a liv-
ing Seed in hm,which produced moft noble
Fruit, and at laft a free and undannted Con-
feffion of the Fiuh, whichhe had long fince
believed in his Heart. And would to God
that allwko find their Portraiture dramwn in
this [mall Treatife, and are made fenfible of
the great burtthat arifech from [uch a fear-
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that is Lf?’i‘f"ﬂfﬂﬁ’f Mind, may follow

at is,
-a,fy the Steps of our Nlcodemus
;J this T c[t‘zmmy of the Truth be exci~
give God the Glory, and co;zj-’[ the
Tvuth jfmv without any regard to Men.
Which is the Scope and Defian of this Dif-
courfe, “wsz a5 1t ba \pfoven’curc’ amly ife=
ful throng! »’z’f{./JGCi many, /ot is not doubs-
Lzz' but it m/! produce fome good Fruit here
/u - f’aemﬂ/ if we wonld mind the matrer
and f.— bjett here treated of,more than the
Words and E xpreffions, whi cl; ,4 fear, donot
reach theexcellent pirit of the Anthor where-
by bebas voized (by God’s pomerﬁzl Affi-
Jmmr:)mﬂny a Soul out of their deep flumber

d Lethargy, who might otherwife bave
ﬂcrr on to eternal Death.

I have endeavoured, as nedr as T conld, to cx-
F}'[ﬁ the Author’s [¢ ’1/;, wd fb” Candid _R_C('czf;
will, T hope, excife any miftakes that may have
kﬂpﬂﬂwf’ in the Tranflation bj my [::um a Fo-
reigners If any think the Aur nw j“"f{: too
5914/} in.[ome things, and de mznf, om_the com-
nm m;(i let them Co)]m’ﬂ,, that. he bath given
_ﬁf_b,‘c;uzf Dfoofﬂf that living, trae and divine
poweraf Faith,wh ucr,f/'cf;cm’\rfa that it is bur
3 '/n J.)' ev,‘.*:ucd' that be who under Mw’s tojzm’"”
/J.m rnau/a'ﬁﬂ iwp’crfcd togive a like pomeajul
a'n:.f Ytrarion of srue Faith and Love,two grear

“undamentals of Chr z[Z an I\cmfzm as'he /mt/':
dmm He. that would be further (xtisfied in thi
anatter niay read a Beok Intitled PietasHallen-
115, or an Hifloricat Narration of the Building
of the Hofpital at Halllately Printedin Englif,
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To all Minifters and Teacbers in
Chuiches and Schools throngh=
ot Cefnfmyj Grace, Mer=
¢y, and Peace, from God t
Father, mi our Lord FTefus

Chrift, in the .?"*e.f’»x’u*;'z,v;ﬁ"v
C(jmmJn;o“ 0

G]’:'oﬂﬁ

Dearly beloved Brethren,

IV E me leave, who am the
caft of all the Servants of
]emq Chrift, for the- Love

w!mwuh God hath loved us inhis-
Son to Dedicate to You, the follow=
ing Treatxfe For tho’ 1Le the meane-

eft Member in the fpirithal Body of
out Lord Jefus Chrift (if fo much may

be allowed me) yet am I thereby par=-

taker of the Life, Spirit. and Power
ot our ever blefled Head, and what
defcends from him,is not ine, but his;

A b and




it The Author's Dedication.

and deriveth it felf, by virtue of that
Head, not only to-the weak and de-
fpicable, but alfo to the ftrong and
more honourable Members,which ftand
in need'of the co-operation of the weak-
eft Member, to the End, the whole Bo-
dy may perform the Work for which
it 1s defigned, viz. its own Growth
and Edification. 1If there isany. thing
in thefe few Lipes, conformable unto
the Mind of our chief Shepherd; and
proceeding from the Energy:of his Spi-
rit, why fhould it not be received ? And
if after a- truly Spirituak Fryal, yon
find any thing herein humare, favlty or
imperfect, ’tis hoped yon will com-
mend the fame to the Mercy and Love
of our great Shepherd, that he would
be plealed to corred it in me; and I
fhall be very thankful, if any one en-
dved witha greater Meafure, will be
pleafed to Inftru&t me for my forther
Edification, ‘

1 do not offer this as a piece of great
Learning, or a thing. extraordinary, as
fome will perbaps conclude, from the
Perfons, to whom it is Dedicated. The
plain fimple truth of my God, and the
lealt communication of his Divine
Power, is infinitely more valuable to
me, than all the Arts and Learning

of

o
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The Aunthor's *Dedication, i

of this World ; and my only boafting
in the Lord is this, that [ have betaken
my felf to that School, and without
any Merit or Worthine(s of my own,
have been received into it, wherein the
higheft Wifdom is to knew Jefus Chrift,’
and him Crucified. And tho’ I(who
have {carcely learnt my A BC in.this
School) have the Boldnefs to repeat
this my Leflon in the hearing of all;
yet ought it not to be deemed an effett
of Pride in me, fince I do not offer ic
as any thing great or fingplar. Buc
the Love of my Neighbour: (fince

all have but one Creator and .Redr’em,-
er) hath conftrained me fome Yearsago
to offer myplain Thoughts to the Con.
fideration of others, concerning the iz~
ord.nate Fear of ﬂum under the Title
of Nicodemus, who came to Chrift by

Night. And altho’ fome fheets of it -
were then Printed 3 yet hath the finifh-
ing of it by manifold i m;ervemnc hin~
drances been interrupted till now, that. -
the Lord ‘was p ezned to excite me a-.
new, and gracioufly afford: his Alift-.
anceto finifh- it.

My Soul hath béen grieved many a
time in the fenfe of the appatent Cor-
ruption, not only of all Men in general,,
but, alfo of our' Order in particular..

Ag blore:




W The Author’s Dedication.
more. eipecially bath ‘my Heart been
touched to the quick, when from in.
numerable Inftances I have been con-
vinced, that the Fear of Man is become
the Epidemical Difeafe of our Teachers.
For when I reflected, with what Spirit,
with what Joy, with what undaunted
Courage, the Servants of God in the
Old and New Teftament, fet afide all
regard and Fear of Man,and as the
Lord’s  Ambafladors, delivered their
Meflage fo plainly, and without mincing
the matter, tho” it expos’d them to the
apparent hazard of their Lives: and
how gently and foftly we go about it
now a days; how little we manifeft the
Truth to the Conftience of every one;
as alfo how much they faffered with
Chrift their Lord, for the fake of their
Teftimony; whereas the moft of us
take care to Preach fo {fmoothly, as not
to incurr the leatt fhadow of their Suf-
ferings:  All this made the differcnce
between Us and them appear fo ex-
eceding great, that I could not but.be
aimazed “and: aftonifh’d at it, Pardon
me, Beloved Brethren, if you think me
to: fpeak. with too. much plainnefs and
fimiplicity 5 for1 am not at all afhamed:
to becorhe a-Fool for Chrift’s {ake; that
Tmay 'be Wif'indeed, 1 muff own
B . Nt



TU Author’s Dedication. v
that it is much upon my Mind, how ve-
vy few: there be amongft us that-Be-
lieve what Chrift faith, Exk 14.33.
Wihofoever be be that forfaketh not all that
be hath, be cannot be my Difciple = AS al-
fo how few there be amongit us, that
can fay with St. Peter, and ‘the reft of
the Apoftles: Lord, we have for[aker all
lnd followed thee,Matth. 19-27. I queftion
not but weare all very well pleafed,
that weare allowed to have Wives and
Children, and to poflefs 'the Goodsof
this World, and indeed the Scripture
does not difallow it. But do we:as
well confider,that of 8t. Paal? 1 Cor,: 7.
20, 30, 41. This I fay, my Brehren,
thie time 15 (hore. . Tr vemains therefore thas
both they thas bave Wives, be.as tho’. they
bad none : and- thofe that Weep, as.tho’
they Wept not s and they that Rejoycey as -
tho they’ Rejoyced not 5 and they that Buy,
astho’ they pofféffed not s and they that afe
this Waorldy as not abufing ity for the Fafbion .
of this Worid pafferh away, When. out
Lord and ‘Mafter was inthis World,
hewas {o far from defiring the Honours,
Pleafures, and Riches of it, that he was. .
indeed the pooreft and moft defpifed
amongfb Men,- and {pent the: Pays of
his Honitiation in procuring our Sal-
vaulon- and” Happinefs. - And he tells

BSy




vi The  Author’s Dedicaticn,

us, Lok, ‘14 27 Whofoever doth not
Year bisCrofsy and come aftér me, cannot
be my Difciple.' - And St: Peter faith,
1 Ep, 2. 21, Chrift [uffered for ws,lcav-
1ngus an Example, that we [hould follow
bus Sreps.  Whence 1 conclude, that
we alfo ought to be fo- many fhining
Lights before others, by our hearty de-
nial of all the- Honours, Pleafures, and
Riches of-this Worid, and by employ-
ing our Lives for the Service and Affi-
ftance of our Neighbour. But if on
the contrary we feek our felves, then,
as far as:I underftand, we depart from
the Pattern Chrift our Lord and Ma-
fter hath fet before us: Neither is there
any thing to my apprehenfion, that
doth more effectvally deprive usof
God’s. Blefling in our Calling, than
this doth.; for fure it is, that the great-
er concern we have for our own Pro-
fit, Eafe, and Honour, the more care~
lefs and negligent fhall we be found in
procuring the good of our Neighbour.
And as long as our Minds are not wholly
conformable to the Mind of ourgreat
Shepherd (whofe Servants we are) it
is impoflible he fhould be well pleafed
with us; for he fearcheth our very

‘Hearts, and regards all our doings and

intentions, whether we Feed the Flock,
ox




The Author's Dedication.  vii
or our f{elves; whether we feek every
one bis own, or that which is His.
And if he be not well plealed with us,
whencecan we expectaBlefling upon our
Calling, fince we cannot have it but
from his Grace? This I take to be
the troe Caufe, why we are fo ftrong-
ly pofiefled with the Fear of Many for
did ‘we defire nothing -in the World,

“we fhould not Fearit

Give me leave, Beloved Brethren, to
add a Word more to You. We have
a Day of Judgment before us, when
we muft give an Account.to the Su-
pream Bifhop of cur Stewardihip, who
will demand of us, whether we have
defired the things in this World infi-
nitely lefs, than the Salvationand Hap-
pinefs of Men, according to his Exam-
ple, who had nothing elfe inhis Eye?
How can we then entertain the leaf:
thought of appearing before him' in that
Day with Joy, when our Hearts will
upbraid us, that whillt we were hore;
we took more Pains to improve our
Land, than to gain Souls; to encreafe
our Stocks, and improve our Money,
than tolay upin ftore a goed Founda-
tion againft the time to come: That
we were either carelefs in our Preachs
ing, without the leaft Tin&ure of god.

ly
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Iy Zeal and Earpeftnefs, as ifit-were
no more than fome other common
Work ; or elfe intending by it rather
to fet forth our own Scienct and Learn-
ing, than to recommend the fimple
Truth of Jefus Chrift, without any
Glofs or Trimming, to the Confcien-
ces of Men? Alas! is it net too ap-
parent, that the generality of Men, both
in Cities and Villages, are funk inte
all manner of Crimes and abominable
Wickednefs.

If fo be now we- continue fleeping,
and do not fer upon the Work with
another kind of Earneftnefs, than hit
therto we have done, how think we,
fhall we be able with any beldnefs, to
ftand before the Son of Man, or al-
ledge that common Excufe, that we
have dorie our Endeavour, and we can
do no more. There are but fow
amongft us, who o truly take'to Heart
their incumbent Duty, as did the late
pious (a) Grofgebaner in his Watchm s

Puoice.

(a) Theophilus. Grofpebatier: a Lutheran
(a) /e itheran
Minifter as ROﬁOCI‘(, left the mentioned Booj
at his Death, which was foon dfter Printed
with an A_ppi'obgn_*ion of the Faculty of Divines:

[ {4
al



The Author’s Dedication. = ix
Voice. For did we ferioufly confider,
what he hath written, it were impoffi-
ble for us not to join Hand in Hand,
and with united force, to hazard Life
and Eftate, Heads and Gowns, in ref~
cuing the Honour of Ged, which is fo
horribly Aflaulted and Violated.

It appears alfo, that we are very
little concerned about what the Scri-
ptures both of the Old and New Te-
iftament reprefent to us, wiz. that our
Order hath been always moft in Fault,
whenever a general Corruption hath
overfpread the People. Do we con-
fider what a Thundering LeGure isread
to Paftorsand Teachersin Feremiab 23,
Ezek. 34.and Marth. 222 I we did,
fhould notwe apply our felves to our
Duty with another kind of fervour
than hitherto we have? fhould we not
be more folicitous about the ftate of
our own Souls in the firft place,
and in the next, about. the Souls that
belong to our Charge ? fhould we not

break

 contains a Difcovery of the Caufes of the De:
cay of Chriftian Piety, and the U;ﬁcceﬁﬁ;[mﬁ-
of the WWord of God, and of the Sacramenss i3
the Evangelical Churches, for the Promoting 4
Real Cenverfion in Souls. See the Preface 2,
the Rictas Hallenis, =~ e




' The Author’s Dedication,
break loofe from-the Tranfitory A-
mufements of this World 2 Should
not we enter into: greater fa-
miliarity with Chrift our Lord and
Mafter by Prayer? Should not we, in
many things, give-a moreedifying Ex-
ample to our: Flocks? Should not we
more effeCually clear our felves from
al} fufpicion  of Covetoufnefs, and o-
ther Reigning Vices? Should not onr |
Preaching be compofed with more plain-
nefs ~ and fimplicity, and delivered
with greater Power and Demonftratic
on of the Spiric? Should we not be
more careful to examine thofe that we
admit to the Communion, whether they
be worthy Receivers, and whether they
grow better by Receivingit? Should
not we be more exprefs and: Earneft
to admonifh every one in particular ?
Should not we ftrive and Wreftle more
in Prayers, for the Welfare and Salva-
tion of their immortal - Souls ? Should
we noty, as foon as.any. Defire and
Love to God’s Word appears in our
Hearers, more readily lend them our
helping Hand, that the fparksof Grace
kindled in their Hearts might not be
extinguifhed, but encreafed and blown,
up into a Flame? Should not we by
frequent Catechizing,endeavour to puta:
ftop:



The - Aut bor’s Dedication. = xi
ftop to overflowing Ignorance and
Vice? Should not our outward Con-
verfation- with. Men be more Holy, and
confequently more fuccefsful and edi-
fying ¢ Verily, my Brethren, I fear
we have good reafon to be athamed,
when we rcad what (&) Tanlerss (aith,
in his Lzroﬁtxon of ‘the Gofpel for
the 4th Suuday in Advent, A4 Su,:r.u:
al Pc“ or onght to be jo inkindlied aid 4l
fzu,m(; with Divi Love, and both in-
wardly and 0;:111->ﬁrﬁ'{)l Jo conformable to
God, that whenever anyonecameto bim

ta“' -..

)
13

() This Author wes a Dominican Friar,
of a wery Holy Life and Converfation, nwi
Precched firf?, at Co!opr and fﬁ-ermqrd; at
Strasbeurg, where be died in the Year 12 379.
He isbigly commended for i).a Holy Dcllrine nml
Exemplary Life'both by Proreflants end Pa-
pifts, tﬁ':':'a!.}' & Luther and Melan&on.
His Excellent U ové’r ricten ersginally iz
the Old High Duch lr:*?wg* are tian-

flated into Lasin by Surtes, and Printed
f’v eral times at Paris, and Cologne.. The
wmoft Famius of them sre bis Sermons, In-
fautions, Lecters, Medirations upon the
Pailicn of Ch rifk, and (ZJDJ’!‘.! Tr
corning the Poor Life of Jefus Ch
:‘J igw

> which
ranflating into Englith, being o mejt
'e Teftimomy of the true Spiricual pase

f

the CJ ‘;f_;?; tf\_u 100,

T
A7
’
4% 1'71"(’[/
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e might heay nothing from him bar God 5
and bis Heart and Mind ought to be fix-
¢d on bim by burning Love, and [o ready
. all things Jaithiully to ebey - bis Will,
¢hat fuch as vifited him, tho’ with cold and
lnkewarm Hearesy might be heared and fer

Ry = R e A j 7
on Fire by 1w, as we fee that cold and dead
i : .

Coals are i‘!?.’ﬂ’l,f.fv.],) when they arc put to

glowing oues, which fo0u imparttheir Lioht
and Heat 1o, them. :
. Did we without intermiffion fuppli-
cate our Lordand Saviour, what could
hinder him from making s Spiritual
Men, not in Name only, but in deed
andin Truath, and fo far eftranged from
the Friendhip of this World, that ac=
cording to the Example of God’s Ser—
vants of Old, we ‘might brandifh the
Sword of the Spirit, with a chearful
and undaunted Courage, that it might
be faid of us:- Bebold the Sword of the
Lord and of Gideon, True it is, we
have this our Treafure, the Light of
the Gofpel in Earthen Vellels ; but fince
Gideon’s Earthen Pitchers muft be bro-
ken, what a Folly is it for us to dream
of faving our Skins by being alhamed
or afraid of Suffering ? ~ As if we on-
ly, forfooth, were an Exception from
the general Rule : For thy [ake we are
killed all the Day long, we are accounted
&




The Author’s Dedication.  Xiii
a5 Sheep for the Slanghrer 2 -Alas! What
will this Temporal Life, or the Bafe of
it, the Riches we hoard up, our Dig-
nities, or the high Efteem of Men, a-
vail us, when, for purfuing of thefe,
we fThall fuffer lofs in'the Life to come,
or negle& the welfare of one fingle
Soul.

I have opened my Mouth, and made
bold to Addrefs you with the fimpli-
city of a Child ; and am very wil-
ling to appear mean in your Eyes,my
Beloved Brethren, only defpife notthe
Truth, which is not mine,but my Lord
and Saviour’s. I am notatall afhamed
freely to acknowledge; that I do not
account my felf to have apprehended,
or to be already Perfe&. But this 1
dare tell you in Truth, (my Confcience
bearing me Witnefsin the Holy Ghoft,
which “al{o the Righteous Judge will
teftific for me at that Day) that 1 do
not in the leaft feek to diftinguifh my
felf, by Publithing any ftrange or new
Doé&rine, by what Name {oever it may
be called : But fince I'have found Grace
in the Eyes of the Lord, to perceive
my own Mifery, and to find the way,
which Chrift calleth the narrow way 5
all my Thoughts and Endeavours have
heen bent, in the fimplicity and Faith-

fulnefs
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fulnefs of my Heart, to continue in if,
and {till more eagerly purfue ic, and as
Iaras poffible, to direét all Mea  to it
I delpife or ‘envy none of you that
are of the fame Fun@ion with me, ei-
ther in the Univerfities or Miniftry ;
nay I know many amonglt you, wliom
I Honour to that degree, as to think
my felf unworthy to do them the
meaneft Service, and whom I Love and
Venerate without the leaft alloy of En-
vy or Contempt. But on the other
hand, 1 know many, and [ fear the molt
of our Profeffion, whofe Converfation,
asfar as ] can difcern, is not atall con-

- formable to the Pattern Chrift hath fer

1s, and who have not yet attained to a
living Experience of the Work of Cori-
verfion in their own Souls, which it is
their Duty to Preach toothers. And as
for thefe, I heartily pity ’em,and pray
for ’em, that the God of all Mercies
would enlighten their Eyes to know the
things that belong to their everlalting
Peace. Neither is my Heart inthe leaft
incenfed againtt thofe, that do moft un-
Jultly ‘Slander and Reproach me, upoa
no other. ground, butthat of falfe Sup-
pofition and Prejudice. [ rather find
my, Heart moved with Compafion
towards them, being we muft all

one
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| one Dayappear before the fame Judge,
\ to give an Account how we have lived
. with our Fellow.Servants.. For my
part, I cannot call black white, nor take

him for a Follower of Chrift., and a
Pattern of his Flock, in whom [ find
nothing of the Nature and Mind of
Chrift. True it is, I' have made this

| the matter of my Publick Complaints,
i and continue fo to do, but not at ali
i out of any bitternefs or difrefpec, but
rather from an hearty and inward pi-

ty for the lofs of fo many Thoufand
Souls, who,in my apprehenfion, might,

and onght to be more carefnlly Jook’d
after. By Natare [ am never a whit
better than another, but what [ am, 1
wholly owe to the Grace of our

\ Lord and Saviour Chrift Jefus, to whom
alfo 1 afcribe all the Glory, andnotat

all to my {elf: And therefore I defpife

no body, tho’I am not infenfible of the
dangerous ftate of their Immortal Souls.
When 1 fay, that by the Grace of God

I am what I am, I intend nothing

clfe, but that God has been pleafed to

lhew Mercy to. me, .and of meer
Grace draw me to himflf ; or if a-

ny thing more hath been vouchfafed

to me, i1t is this (wherein alfo I hear-

#ily rejoyce) that I have been made
Dbartaker
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partaker of the Sufferings of Chrift,
tho’ in a very low degree.. Aund it is
the greateft Comfort to me, that Men
fpeak all manner of Evil of me falfly,
framing manifold Judgments of me,
the Groundlefnefs whereof, the Lord
at that Day will difcover. Let us
all, my Brethren, think of this great
Day, and fo even our Accounts a-
gainft it, that we may then appesr
with Joy and Confidence. Let wus
caft away all other Cares, and be
carneftly concerned about this only:
Then will fo many unprofitable Con-
tefts and Oppolitions drop of them-
felves, and we with united Hands
carry on the Work of the Lord, and
be heartily glad to fee any  Fruit
raifed thence to the Glory of God, be
it by our {felves or others. And I
befeech God, from the very bottom
of my Heart, to Influence you all
with a_tich Meafure of his Holy Spi-
rit, and to Sandtifie you to himfelf,
for Veflels of his Honour, and to
pour down his Tranfcendent Blefling
and Divine Power upon all your
Planting and Watering; that it may
appear Clear  as the Day, that the
Lord is rifen to Buyild his Zion,
' The
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The Spirit of Love and: Truth
keep all our Hearts, and lead- them
into the true Fellowfhip and Com-
munion of Jefus Chrift, who ‘alone is
able to give that true Peace, which
the World cannot give.

‘At Glaucha by
Hall, 1701,

Auguft Herman Franck.
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NICODEMUS:

_ OR, A
TREATISE

Concerning the ‘
Fear of Man.

CHAP. L

What the Fear of Man is, and the
Jeveral kinds of it.

: "'E Y the Fear of Man, (the {ub-
: "' jeét of this Treatife) is not

¥ underftood (1) that natural
& Bafhfulnefs whereby a Man is
pt to be dafht out of Countenance in
the domg or fpeaking any thing before

. thofe with whom he isnot af(luathd

B Nor
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Nor (2) that natural Warinefs,whereby
2 Man feeing one ftronger than himfelf,
or whom he believes to be an over-
match for him, is not forward to ftrive
with ‘him; nor indeed any thing elfe,
which in humane Affairs is called Fear
of Man. Put here we fpeak of that Fear
of Man, which difcovereth it felf in
things relating to God. In which re-
{pect it is confidered either as 2 great
Vice and abominable fruit of Unbelief in -
the mnregencrate, who thereby are kept
back from a'true Converfion, from be-
ing built up in God, and from confel-
fing the Truth of God before Men,and
confequently from their Everlafting
Blifs and Salvation; and by this their
conforming to the World are tempted
to many Sins, to dény Chrift, his Word
and Members : Qr this Fear of Man
may be confidered as & Failure cleaving to
the Regencrate_themfelves, who ftrive a-
gainft it, and by Faith, which is the
Vittory that overcometh the World, at laft
entirely triumph over it. Now this
Fear of Man, whether it be in the Un-
rcgenerate, or Regenerate, admits of
certain - degrees, as being in one much
ftronger than in another. God often
makes his own Servants and dearelt
Children, as in other Cafts, fo efpefi-

e e ally
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ally in this, fenfible, that they are but
Men: Whereof we have a pregnant
Inftance in the Old Teftament in Fa-
cob, who was fore afraid of his Bro-
ther Efau, Gen. 32. 7, 11. and in St.
Papl 1n the New, who was with the Cop-
rinthians in Wearinefs, and in Fear, and
in_much Trembling, 1 Cor, 11. 2
Wherefore alfo the Lord was graci-
oully "pleafed to comfort him with thefe
Words: Be - not afraid, but Jpeak, and
hold not thy Peace : For I arz with thee,
and no Man (hall fet on thee to burt thee »
For I have much People in this City,
Ads 18. 9, 10, This Fear of Man,
fo far as it cleaves to the Regenerate,
is continuvally oppofed and ftriven a-
gainit from a Principle of Faith that is
in them,in which contention, tho’ the
Corruption of our Nature does pow-
erfully exert it felf, yet by the Power
of God, and ¢ontintial wreltling in
Prayer, we are enabled fuccefsfully. to
War againft it and overcome it, fo
that after the conteft, the Glory of God
becomes more vifible and confpicuous,
We therefore think it needful to treat
here of the Fear of Man, both as it is
a Reigning Sin in the Unregenerate ;
and asit is a Weaknefs found in the
Regenerate themfelves. Becaufe even

Ba Sins

%
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Sins of Infirmity muft be more and
more put off and fubdued, that fo Be-
lievers, throvgh the Power of Chrift,
may prefs into forther degrees of full
aflurance of Heart and Joy in Be-
lieving. :
The outward diftin&ion of Men makes
no difference in the thing iv felf, for
even Princes and Great Men of the
World are no lefs {ubject to the Fear
of Man than thofe of a lower and
meaner Condition. There are many
Princes would do more good, did they
not ftand inawe of their own Servants.
And Experience convinces us, that
Great Men are much more obnoxious
to the Fear of Man, than thofe of a
mean Condition. They have more of
the Pomp and Glory of this World to
renounce, and from their. Youth up
have been leaft accuftomed: to felf:de-
nial, and very rarely. meet with apy
that will deal plainly with them,and
tell them the Truth  Teachers and
learers are alike infulted by this Sinj
but in Teachers it proves more dan-
gerous, for they are the moit back-
ward of all others to acknowledge it.
They are Teachers of ochers, and there-
fore are very fhy to call their New-
Birth in queftion; they are more re;-
y
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"abound with this finful Fear themftlves,

Cis)

dy to fit as Judges over the Confci-
ences -of others, who faithfully labour
in Chrift’s Vineyard, and do not only

7

but poflefs others- with it alfo; N

whofe Fear deters others from giv-

Ang God the Glory,and openly confefling

his Truth.

Ina word: This Fear of Munwhere-
Joever it be found, is in it Jelf @ great
Vice, and a kind of Idolatry, arifing from
Onbelief, wherehy we lay afide the Fear of -
God from before our Eves,and think, peatk,
or do any Evil, or leave thinking, [peaking,
or doinig that which is Good, for any Con-
fideration or Regard of Men: If being
our Duty, finply to foltow the Ward of God,
and to Eye the [ame as our Rule and Dire-
Story in all that we do or kave undone.
Now the more there is of this Fear
ftill cleaving to. Believers, and the lefs
they endeavour through the Power of
God granted to them, to get a full
Victory over ir, the more dangerous is
the Condition of their Soals. :

But I (hifl have occalion in the fe-
quel of this Difcourfe, efpecially in
the Third Chapier, to give fome further
Declaration of this Fear of Man, and
the feveral Kinds of it. :

B 3 CHAP
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of Man,

UFH E Caufes thereof are either In-

_g ternal or External, The Inter-
nal are chiefly thefe : (1) Unbelief,
which is the Spring and Root of all
Vices. (24ly.) The Love of the World
and of the things of the World, viz,
The Luft of the-Flefh. the Luft of the Eyes,
and the Pride of Life. (3dly.) The wang
of true Self-denial, which is always
joyned with the Love of the World 5
or when we fear, left Men fhould pre-
jodice us in our Reputation, Eftates,
Eafe, or in our Bodies and Life it felf,

if we fhould fimply follow the Guidance

of the Word of God. (4¢hly.) Flefhly
Wifdom, which we have fuckt in from
corrupt Reafon, which always mea-
fures Divine things by its own Stand-
ard. (sthly.) The falfeImagination we
have of our felves, and our own: Chri-
ftianity; fancying that we are accept-
able to God, tho’ we yield in feve-
ral Cafes: meerly out of regard to Man,
withont any leave from God’s. Word

o]
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to do fo, (6+hly.) Falfe Humility, whicl
1s fwayed more by Humane Authority
than by the Word of God, and prompts
us to refer all thingsto the Judgment
of others, whom we pretend underftand
them better than our felves.. -(7zhly.)
‘The great Deceitfulnefs of our own
Hearts, which can put fo fair a colouz
upon all manner of Sins, that we per=
{wade our felves, we a& prudently,
whilft we are influenced by, Unbe-~
lief ‘and, the Fear of Man. (8thky.) The:
Delire.or Hope we have to be advan-
ced to fome higher State in the World,
(9thly.)Want of Experience in.the Ways
of God, which makes us hefitate in this
or that difficult cafe, to rely wholly up-
on God, fearing left he fhould let us
fail or mifcarry in them: This pro-
eceds from our not having fufficiently
learnt, how dear they are to God, that.
trult in hjm with their whole Hearts,,
and what powerful Affiftance he affords

them, to accomplifh his own Work

in. them.  (1othly.) Fear of Prefump-
tion, leaft we fhould Tempt God in
cafting our felves wholly upon him,
(x1¢hly.} Secret Pride, which prompts
us eagerly to defire an happy end, and’ |

- fuccefs in all our Undertakings, where-:

as indeed we ought to reft fatisfied with:
= By our
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our inward Succefs and Viftory, that
is, in having kept a good Conicience
towards God. (12thiy.) Natural Bafh-
fulnefs 5 for it cannot be denied but
that fome are more inclined to Fear-

2]
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{ulnels than others, from which natural

weaknefs fprings Balhfulnefs, whereby

~many are hindred from performing

what cheerfulnefs in Believing requires

of them. " (13¢hly.) Negleét of Prayer, -

which not only prevents us from ob-
taining’ a full Conqueft over the Fear
of Man, but drives us down further
in the ftream of Hypocrify.

The external Caufes are thefe fol-
fowing: (‘1) The Tyranny of many
in Power, who take npon them to bind
and ferter the Coniciences both of
Teachers and Hearers, being anly con-
cerned to preferve Publick Peace and
Trapgpility. (2) The Forwardnefs of
our Univerfitics in their Dubbing of
Hereticks : for they no fooner perceive
any breakings forth of the Spirit of
true Chriftianity, but they are fure to
caft a Slur upon it, by giving it an
il Name, and all this under-a cloak of
their great Zeal for their highly valu-
ed Orthodoxy.” (3) Thofe that enter
into” Holy Orders after a loofe Edu-
eation in the Univerfitics, before Con-
verfion




(o)

verfion and only for their Belly’ fake?
(4) The high Regard and Efteem we
have for Men, which Blinds many to
that degree, that they cannot imagine,
that fuch great Men, fo Eminent for
Wifdom and Learning, fhould be fo
grofsly miftaken. (5) The fpecious
Reafonings of fuch as follow their
corrupt Reafon more than the Word
of God. (6) The frequent Examples
of fuch as are bound down by the Fear
of Man as well as themfelves. (7)
Worldly Riches, that caft frequent and
manifold Rubs in our way, and hinder
us from prefling forwards inceffantly
in the fimplicity of Faith. (8, Wife
and Children, that by their -importu-
nate way of arguing, and their unbe-
lieving Tattle and Clamour, da weary
out and overcome many. (9) The
Honour and Efteem we have already
gained in the World, which makes us
very loath to make others think, thag
hitherto we have deceived the World,
and been in an Error our felves.  To
which may be added, that when a Man
is placed in fome high Poft, he finds it
a hard Leflon, to give it up, and fuffer
reproach with the People of Ged. . 10)
The Threats of others, efpecially of
thofe in Power. (rr, The fair Pro-

' B g mifes
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mifes of the World, which offer us |
great things; if we will but own that |
Odd is Even. (r2zh.)Great and honour-
able Acquaintance and Eriends, who !
under the pretence of hearty Love and
Kindnefs, are always cautioning us not
to venture too far. (13¢h. ) Too great
and intimate a Familiarity with the:
@hildren of this World, whereby ma-
| my deliver up their Spiritual Weapons,
i and fo difables himfelf from reproving |
f what is amifs in others with Courage |
and Joyfulnefs of Faith, (14.) The
Wegleét of frequent Converfation with:
Believers, who walk in true joyfulnefs
of Faith, and rather choofing thofe for
our Companions, that .are themftlves
mvolved.in. the Fear of Man,

CRAP UL
OF the Signs and Effedds, which dif-

cover the Fear of Man,

{15) A(% Fearful Man knows to do ;
: . good, but doth-it not for |

gar of ineurring the Hatred and Enmi-

y of others. (24.) He is not eafilyy |

convinced of Truth; and tho it belaid |

bk,
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before him with the cleareft Evidence;
yet he ftarts many donbts and fcruples
about it, as having afecret Fear, thatif
he fhould confefs the Truth, he (hould
bé hated,  perfecuted, and Te puted an
Heretick *)y others. (Mi) When after
all, a Man is fully convinced of Truths,
and believes it in his Heart ; yet for
Fear. of Man: ke hides this Li ﬂb; under 4
Bufbel, by not confefling it before: Mam
(J,r/:) Or if he do confefsit, ’tis only
among{b them that ate Lovers Jof T ‘ruth,,
from whom he hath nothing to fear =
but before the Enemics of Truth he:
conceals. or denies’ it, and reafons o
dubioufly about it,as to leave them une
certain, whether he believes it or no g,
at leaft he takes care {0 to order his:
Words, as to give them no occafion. to;
bring him into Trouble, (5:h.) Whem
fuch a fearful Perfon lives in a: Place,,
where the Truth is profefled, there he:
owns it open-mouth’d : but if he comes:
to another place, he finds many Knots;
and Difficulties in the Point, fo that he:
refolves to withhold hisaflent, and leave:
iz unetermin’d.: for atimorous Perfom
isalwaysunftable and wavering. (6¢h.);
Such a one, when he fipds he €annog
avoid the owning of Truth; yet takes;
care.fo. o Limit and pinch it, that i

: nay;
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may appear tolerable to the Enemies of
Truth. {(7th.) A fearful Man will at
laft break forth with an avowed Con«
felion of Truth, but it is when he finds
himfelf well back’d with Humane Au-
thority, that is, when a Perfon of un-
fpotted Reputation in the World, and
of a great Name and Learning,hath af-
ferted the fame before him, wunder.
¢ whofe Authoricy he then hides himfelf,
R not daring to truft himfelf under the

i fhelter of God’s Word. (8:h.) Ac-
cordingly fuch a one is more careful to
furnith and arm himfelf with a fine
Trainof humane Teftimonies than with
the Word of God it felf ; and thinks he
hath a Right fo to do, becaufe he fees that

fometimes ftopt the Mouths of their
fhamelefs Adverfaries with the fame.
(9th.) A fearful Man is very cautious of
reading thofe Books, which might be a
means of opening his Eyes, pretending
that fome fecret Poifon may lurk in
them, when indeed the caufe of his Fear
is, left he fhould fall under the fufpi-
cion of Herefy, if he were known to
" vead them. And forthisreafon (101h.)
fearful Men do ufe to lay afide and hide
good Books, tho’ they own them to be
fo, and find themlelves edified by them::
not

the cheerful Confeffors of Truth have . |
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not confidering, that in fo-doing they
are athamed of the Words of Chrift.
(x1th.) A fearful Man’s Speech or Si-
lence is regulated by the Wind that
blows from Court. (x2¢h.; He holds
his Peace, when abominable open Pro-
fanenefs and Sins call for his Reproof 3
and when he is put in mind,. that his
Fun&ion obligeth him to fpeak, he faith,
he knows it would be to no purpofe,
and therefore choofeth rather to fay
nothing. (13¢h.) His Word is always

_ Softly and Fairly, my Friends, Soft and

Jair goes far ; becanfe he is afraid of fuf-
fering by the- chearful Boldnefs of Faith
in others. (14th.) Healways fears that
others go too far, not confidering,that
himfelf goes not far enough.  He quick-
ly perceiveth the Mote in his Brother’s
Eye, but rnnds not the Beam that is in
his own Eye. ' ( 15th. ) The common
fort of People he can reproach boldly
enough; but when he is to fpeak to
great aiid honourable Perfons,his Mouth
is gag’d. (16th.) When a fearful Man
at any time bears Witnefs to Truth; he
takes care to fpeak it behind the backs
of thofe concerned ; whereas when he
fpeaks face to face, he gives it quite
another turn. (17¢h) Having taken
vpon him the Minifterial Fynction, be

s ; is
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is like a Foy, that hath always {fome
Kennel to- efcape to,: as long as he
finds- himfelf well, back’d, he thunders
it out, but when that which he depended
on, fails him; he .creeps into his hole
again. ( 18¢th.) Being got into the Pul-
pit, hereproves and. exclaims boldly :
but being told: of it, he denies, that in:
fo doing he meantany particular Per~
fon. (19th:;) The Paulpit is.a fearfull
Preachers ftrong Hold and Caftle ;5 but
when, he is to {peak face to-face, and:
bear Witnefs: to. the Truth, then he is
very fupple and complaifant. (20th,)
As the Hare flieth at the beat of a
Druom ; fo 'a fearful’ Minifter drops
his Freedomof Speech, when the World:
threatens and terrifies him with appa-
rent- Danger of being punifh’d for it.
(215%.) He is.always complaining of
the fecular-Power, becaufe he is alto-
gether ignorant of the Power of God;
(224.) He profefleth in the Pulpit, that
he muft leave the Work of Reforming
withthe Magiftrates; for his part, he can
do no more towardsit: when: at the:
fame time he admitsall Perfons, without
diftin&ion, to: the Lord’s Table
{234d.) Hepreaches often of the Power
of the Keys, (vsz. of Bindingund Loo{-
ing:) and yet complains forely, that

he.
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the Key of binding is taken from: him?
not confidering, that no Mdn can take:
 that from him; to which God' and his.
Fonction do. intitle him. (24th.) He
faith always with the Slothful : Thereis
a Lion in the way 5 for he fears, fhould:
he alter any thing of long received Cy-
ftoms,he might bring himfelf into Trous
ble. (25th.) When he hears filthy
Speech, foolifh Talk and Jefting, he
holds his Tongue ; and when it comes
from great Men, he graces it with a
Smile. (261h) He goes oft into bad
Company, to the vifible hazard of his
Soul'; for the Fear of Man. makes him
their Slave: (274h.) Sometimes a good:
Thought comes into his Mind, . to do
fomething for the Glory of God; but
he foon confronts it witha, Bur whaz
will the People [ay of it & Wo'nt they com=
Srmeit fo andfo? and then fairly drops it..
(28¢h) Above allthings he cannot abide
to. be thought Singular. (20sh.) He:
carefully avoidstoo great Earneftnefs in.
~ his Fun&tion, or Profeffion of - Chrifti-
anity, leftit fhould expofe himfelf be-.
fore Men, and- fo make him ineapable;.
of doing any further good. (30th. )
He: very cautioufly fliuns frequent and
familiar Converfation: with the poor-
Members of. Chrift,. that are caft off
ancli
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and defpifed by the World ; for fear |
the People fhould fix a Name of
Reproach upon him. (3152) By Night
or in Secret, he is willing enough to
Difcourfe with good People; but cares
not to walk with them publickly in the
Street, left others fhould take notice -
of it: but rather appoints fome certain
place to meet them, where his converf-
ing with them may be concealed, or at
leaft do him no Prejudice. (324.) A
feartul Man that begius to relith Truth,
willingly keeps to the hearing of good
Preachers, but yet takes care foto man-
age the Matter, as that he may not in-
- cenfe, fuch as he knows to beungodly
and Belly-Servants : which often gives
occafion to damnable Hypocrify, and
makes the laft Errour worfe than the
ficlt. (334.) (Out of Complaifance)
he goes fometimes to hear the Sermons
of Hirelings, though they difpenfe no-
thing butRailing andConiroverfy,as be=
ing very loathto be quite out with them:
and therefore he gives thém a good
Charaéer before others, for fear of ha= -
ving them uponhim, (3425.) Alearn-
ed Man that is convinced of TFruth,
but fomewhat fearful wichal, ‘makes it
his Bufinefs in his Sermons, Difputati-
ons,and vpon other occafions, to bring

m
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in fomething againft Quakerifm, En<
thufiafin, and Fanaticifin, in order to
perfiade his Hearers; that he is truly
Orthodox.- And this done, he thinks
he may venture to {peak the Truth alfo,
and that the World will let him pafs |
for what he pretends to be. Which is
. trueenough; for the World takes it for
granted, that he means, as they appre-
hend it, thacis, as fpoken againft thofe,
upon whom they falfly beftow thefe
Names. (35¢h.) A fearful Man rejoy-
ceth for a time, whilft the Light of
Truth fhines upon him; but as foon as
heis called to an Account forit, be is fore
afraid, mokes many Excufes, and by all
- manner of Ways endeavoursto extricate -
himfelf and to get rid of the Sufpicion.
(36 If he apprehends himfelf in dan-
ger of being accufed for his owning of
the Truth, he endeavours to prevent
it by pleading his Innocency, or other-
wife to avoid it. (37) When fome
good and ufeful Work is to be done,
he doth not undertake it with a fimple
Reliance upon' the living God; but
when he finds good Patrons on his fide,
and no appearance of danger, he at laft
fets upon it: Bat as foon as arough
Wind blows him in the Face; he be-
gins to fink, as St. Perer did, after he
: went




R s

(=18%) :
went ont. of the Ship to go to Chrilt:
(38 )Likeasa Coward inan Enterprize,
where his Lifeis expofed to danger, is
not willing to ftand in, the Front, but
would rather bring up the Rear: The
fame.is the Cafe of a, fearful Man in
Divine Things, When others have bold-
ly faced their Enemy, ventured Limb
and. Life, fuffered Reproach and Con-
tempt,and after all have obtained the Vi-
&ory and prevatled thro’ the Power of
Truth, immediately thefe fearful ones
jein with them,and would fain belook-
ed upon, asPerfoas; who have owned
the Truch: long fince.  But there is a
vaft. difference. besween, confefling the
Fruth with. the Mouth, and patiently
fubmitting to great Tryalsand Diffi-
culties. for .the faid Confeffion. ( 39)
He doth. not willingly keep Corre-
fpondence with thofe,whom the ungod-
1y World doth rejet : For he fears his
Letters might be intercepted,and he be~
come the fubjett of Mens talk. (40)
A timorous Minifter, though he owns
‘the Truth, yet is defirousto live in out-
ward Peace with thofe of his own Pro-
feflion, tho’ ungoedly, efpecially which;
Officiate in the fame Place with him :
the Effect whereof is, that he is trufted
by neither good nor bad, and reaps no

- good



C19)

goed Fruits from his Miniftry. (41)
He aflferts and maintains, rafhly and
without due confideration, that wicked
Minifters can rightly difcharge their
Office, though they want the Spirit of
Power, of Love, and of a found Mind; -
that we are not to withdraw from them,
but diligently to attend their Sermons,
notwithftanding that by their railing
againft that which is good, and expo-
fing it to Scorn and Contempt, they
prove an offence to the People, and
divert them from true Repentance and
amendment of Life, rather than any
way contribute to the building them
up in God ; not confidering that.they
do nothing elfe but pull down what he
endeavours to build. -But he feareth,
that if he fhould lay open the greag
Mifchief caufed by ungodly Preachers,
and the difference, there is betwixt one
thatis a true fervant of God, and an
Bypocritical Slave to his Belly,
(tho’ in fo doing he doth not at alk
derogate from the Power of God’s
Word) he would be accounted a Do-
natift. (42) Fear of Man is apt to
perfwade us, that fhould we undertake
to carry on the Work. of the Lord
with a greater application and earnelt-
. mefs, we might be hindred from do-

ing
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ing: the good, which. now we are per
mitted to do; not confidering that
God is ready to open a wider dcor
to the chearfuland couragious Labou-
rers in his Vineyard, (43) This Fear
makes many at their firlt entrance up-
on the Miniftry to yield fo much in all
things, that afterwards they are quite
at a lofs, how to begin the Reforming
of any thing.  44) The Fear of Man
finds always fomething to blame in the
behaviour of faichful Labourers, either
about the manner of their acting or
fome Circumftances of it  and yet takes
no care to mend the matter in himfelf.
(43) The fame Fear expofes thofe as
prefsmptuous, Stubborn, Difobedient,
Self couceited, Proud, ard Fhatifaical,
who with a cheerful and.child like Spi-
rit break through all Oppofitions.
(46) It will not allow a Minifter to
make a too plain and part culzr Ap-
plication of  his Sermons, fo as to a-
waken his Hearers to a due fenfe and
underftandiag of their deep Corrup-
tion, rhat they might be delivered from
it. (47) Itis a Daughter of Unbelief,
and a Mother of Hypocrify, where-
€ver we meet with thefe, we may con-
clude that the Fear of Man is not far
off. Never a one of thefe three will

ever
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ever break with the World, and there-
fore are excluded from the Friendfhip
of God. The Man is convinced of
the Truth, and commendeth it, when
he is amonglt good People; but as
foon as he lights into bad Company,
the Fear of Man feduceth him into a
compliance withall their Folly, Vanity
~and Wantonnefs,under a falfe and mif=
taken Notion of allowable Chriftian Li-
berty. (48) The Fear of Man calls
Drunkennefs a Sin, and yet allows the
Drinking ofa Perfon of Qualit’ys Health,
tho’ a Man hath already drunk as much
as is fuflicient. - 49) A fearful Man
fees the Glory of God violated, hears
Curfing, Swearing, taking of God's
Name in vain, Blafpheming, Ridicu-
ling the Scripture, without roufing
himfelf to refcue the Honour of his
God, who hath refcued him out of fo
many dangers. (§o) The Fear of Man
is never fo bufy in ftarting objecions,
as in cafes that tend moft to the pro-
moting the Glory of God, and the good
of our Neighbour ; whereby he hin-
ders himfelt from ever Experiencing
the"Glory of God in his powerful Help
and Affiftance, yea it bewitcheth him
to that degree, that it giveth hima
falfe evil Coaltience, (as Luther calls

it )
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it)) which perfwades him, he need
not concern himfelf with it; tho’ it
be nothing elfe but the Fear of Man
that keeps him back. (s5r, A Fear-
ful Man, if he be a Lover of that which
is good, rejoyceth to fee others break
through in Faith, and obtain ViGtories
and Bleflings one after another; but
yet is afraid to put his hand chearful-
ly tothe Work. (52) When hefinds
nothing to cavil at;he cries: the Work
is not well timed, or is not to be fet
upon in this Place, when indeed there
isno fault atall, but his own lack of
Faith. (§3) He faith, I muft take cate

to live in Peace with my Brethren, *

and not to make them my Enemies,
and continues to diflemble with them,
and fo the Dead Bury their Dead.
(54) He 1s eafily moved to Envy, efpe-
cially when he fees thofe that areYoung,
atting cheerfully in Faith, and cries,
that is none of your Work, but muft
be left to thofe that have greater
knowledge and Experience. (55) He
often faith: my Handsare bound, it is
the bufinefs of the Magiftrate, the Con-
fiftories ought to regulate thefe mat-
ters : if Iwere never fowilling to begin

, agood Work,I can expect no Afliftance

init. ¢57) He cries, I'can do nothing
' alone,
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dlone, if others ‘wounld a& as well ag
myfelf ;, fomething might be done,
(58) Heis afraid of burning his fing-
ers, and ‘therefore rather employeth a-
nother to do it for him; he makes the
Arrows, but others muft thoot them,
('s9) Hecries, I have been hit already,
I don’t care to come thereagain, (6o
He fometimes ventures himfelf in ‘ma.
ny particulars, but when he finds the
Storm arife, and the Waves beat, ha
gives way, and fo loofeth what he
feem’d to have already gained. (67)
He fometimes makes ufe of the Scri-
pture to overthrow that which it plain-
ly aflerts and teacheth, that he may
appear a ftiff Maintainer of Orthodoxy,
which he efteems his Crown, and there-
fore cannot ‘think of parting with it.
(62) He cries, furely we ought to pro-
ceed ‘with Prudence in all things, not
confidering zhar the Fooliftmefs of God
15 wifer than Men, 't Cor. 1. 25. (63)
When a Fearful Man findeth nothing to
tax in the thing it {elf, he blames the
manner of deing it,and faith, it fhonld
have been .undertaken after another
manner 5 when he himfelf finds no way
or manner at all to undertake it as he
ought. (64) He faith, Faith is/ Faith,
though it be weak, Thus he comforts

’ - * bimfelf
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himfelf, and ftrives not fo attain to
greater degrees of Strength, whereby
he might break through all Oppofition.
(65) He feareth,where no caufe of Fear
is, and frameth many Difficulties to
bimfelf, which would all be difpelled
as a Mift by the Strength of Faith. (66)
He is not forward to give way to Uni- .
verfal Love towards thofc that are en-
gaged in other Sects, for fear of incur- |
ring the difpleafure of thofe of his own, |
by which means the fame Enmity iskept
up amongft our Modern Sects, as was
between the Fews and Samar:tans. (67} |
He forfaketh his beft Friends in the |
time of Tryal. (68, He reproves not |
his Neighbour, fays,that God is fo mer-
ciful, and fo greata Lover of Mankind,
that - he doth not doubt, but he will
pluck him out of the Mire in his due
time. ¢ 69) He faith, things are not to
be forced ar once, we muft proceed by
fteps, tho’ he himfelf do not advance
in Faith from one ftep to another,
that is,from a lower to a higher Degre.
A ftrong Place, faith he, is not to be
taken at once, the Lines muft firft be
finithed, and before he hath got things
ready for an affault, the caufe is loft.
(70) When a Fearful Man is to prefs
the ‘inward Truth of Chriftianity, he

: faith,




|
|
|
ij

faith, alas! itis too high for them .
if he is to reprove any outward Mif-
carriage, he-accounts it a thing indiffe-
rent, or elfe faith, we muft not begin
at outward things. (71) He goes furs
ther fometimes and faith: To what pur-
pofe is all this buftle? My Reproofs
would but make -the People wotfe,
(72) He s very apt to believe any
falfe Reports againft the faithful Chil-
dren ‘of Gody and becaufe his Heart
is toffed ‘with Fear,he is very forward
in warning them to take heed to them-
{elves, and by his imprudence damps
and -ftifles their cheerfulnefs of Faith.
(73) He fits on the ‘Bench, when Be-
licvers are condemned, and ‘confents

" to the unjuft Sentence pronounced a-

gainft them. - (74) He faith, as long
as I'can but keep my felf within due
bounds, I fhall be in a better condition
to gain others: For we muft with-St.
Paul become Weak with the Weak. But
here lies the difference, that what St.
Paul did,- proceeded from Faith, and
Divine Difcerning, whereas in him it
i5s the Froit of Unbelief and world-
ly Wifdom.
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CHAP LIV

(Of the manifold ﬂ'fif hiefs canfed by

the Fear of Man,

L

Any Thoufands of Souls are
thereby kept back from a true

and thorough R(pentance and Conver-
{fion; becaufe they do not fuffer the
knowledge of the Truth, the Bright-
nefs whereof hath enlightned them, to
thine forth in itsfull fhcngnh butlecp

it imprifoned by manifold bypocriti-

cal Pretences. One is afraid of his
wicked Minifter ; another,of his wick-
ed Parents 5 anothcx of his Brethren in
the fame Function anothcr,of his Pa-
trons yanother feareth the Cenfure of
fome famons Divines; another, that of
his Superiors and Magiftrates, &c. in
confideration whcrcof we have great
zeamn to fay with our Savicur, AMat.
18. 7. Wo unto the Wor ldbem;sfe of Of-

Jeﬂccs' fer what an abominable and

horrible Sin is it for a Man, to give oc-
cafion to others of - xdﬂmg into tnls
finful Fear, and thereby to hinder their
uomerhon But yet this is not fuffi-

r,xmt
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cient to excufe thof‘e, who fear Men
mor¢ than the living God. \‘, ould te
God the ndcg;imtes might here open
their Eyes, to fee the fad Effecs of their
overforwardnefs in determiningand re-
gulating diyine Matters, by which they
very much obffruc the Edification of
others, and pinch it within fuch nar-
Tow bounds, by tying it up to their
manner and fmm, tho’ no fuch limita-
tions are to be found in the Word of
God, and bind the Confciences of Men,
where God hath not bound them, uhu
take upon them the Judgment, which
God ath referved to himfelf! Truc.ic
that by this means they make them-
fe Ivesto be fe ared by Men, and are an
occafion of turning afide mﬂm tha
were in a ﬂul way to Rwentmcc, to
Diflimulation an Hypocrify; but they
will once, to their great eron, be
mac L("']ubib who they be tha it are con-
cerned in that of our Lord : o unes
thens, that fhall offind one of thefe little ones
IL.

Neither Is the Fear of Man 21lefs o’n
ftacle, in thofe that are alréady Con-
verted, to their Growth in Gouum,;
forafinuch as thereby they deprive
themfelves of many opportunities to

dtrepgthen and Edifie” themfelves in

C 2 God,
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God, which they ftand greatly.in need
of. For this Fear makes usavoid the
Converfation of thofe who are moft
able to build us up in our moft holy
Faith; it makes us guilty of many Sins
againft our Knowledge and Confcience’:
And as a chearful Confeffion of the
Truthis a great Comfort and Happi-
nefs.to a ‘Man, and incredibly advan-
ces him in Faith, and the Love of God
fo on the contrary doth the hiding or
utter denying of what a Man owns in
Iiis Heart, keep him quite down, and
hinders him from ever arriving at any
degree.of Strength, and f rom the chear-
ful thewing forth of the Fruits of the
Spirit. Many know notswhat the rea-
fon is, why they make fuch flow advan-
ces in their Spiritual Growth, when
all this while the Enemy, that is the
caufe of it, lurksin their own Bofoms;
tho’ they take him for their beft Friend,
fuppofing this Fearfulnefs to be nothing

elfe but Wifdom and Prudence.

1L

When true Minifters are over-ruled
by force, their Confciences fhackled,and
their good purpofes hindred, and e-
very way dafhed and terrified, if they
have not courage enough, chearfully to
: over-

3
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come the Fear of Man ; they beconie

dejected - and heartlefs in the difcharge

- of their Funtion, lofe their power,

ififomuch that they hatdly know them.
felves, what or how they ought ¢
{peak, expofe themfelves to freq:
regrets, confume themfelves-with in-
ward Grief and Sorrow, and beconiz
Jiftlefs m all their performances. And
by this means God’s Judgments over-
take the Magiftrates, who have takeh
upon them a Power over their Confci-
ences, and fall npon City and Coun-
try ;> Churchesand Schools. are depri-
ved” of their faithfil Teachers, and
punifhed  with -unfaithfal’ Hirelings ;
the moft excellent Gifts which God
hath beftowed upon them, become al-
together fruitlefs, and the great good,
which might have been effected by them,
is hindered. How great an Encou-
ragement 15 it to a - faithful Labou-
rer in the Lord’. Vineyard, when his
faithful Endeavours ‘are acknowledged
by others, and when they offer him
their helping hand ; and on the other
hand, it muft needs cool and damp
his Spirits, when he finds, that he can
do nothing that will pleafe thofe that

~are fet over him, and after much ado

- C3 hardly




bling.

G .35.)

&

iy ‘;““L“" the Liberty of pronig-

(
mg real Goodnefs and Prety

I know
that which is good, (or at cught
now ig,) backward in owning and
ng of it, and out of fearfulnefs
ble it Lhe are thercby ftrength-
ened in their Hypocrify and Wick-
ednefs: And the gloﬂ?ﬁ this Hypo-
crifyand Fearfulnefsis, the more hurt
it doth to others, by copﬁrmmg them
in the fame. Nay it-happens often,
that by the Fear of Man in one fng;e
Minifter, many Thoufands are encou-
raged in their Hypocritical Dillems

V.

This Fear of Man makes great and
honourable Perfons the moft mifera-
ble of alt Men: for hence it is, that
no body ever tells them the Truth,
which might lead them to the know-
ledge of themfelves, A CourtPreach-
¢r ought above all Men to ftand free
ofithe Fear of Man, and to be pofleft
of agreat boldnefs of Faith, to charge
and reprove Princes to their Face, as
Nathan did to David. But, alas!y where
are fuch tobe found? O! the horri-
ble and irreparable Evils which the
Fear

who
2
leait
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Fear of Man doth atCoutt, which thei
are like to account for, who hold their
‘Tongues, when they fhonld {peak and
reprove boldly.
VI

. The Fear of Man is always for main~
taining old Cuftoms ; and whilft every”
one is afraid of Innovation, all Abu-
fes are thereby the more and motre au-
thorized, fo that all things proceed
continually from bad to worle, becaufe
nothing is: reformed or amended.
Wherefore it cannot be expected, that
aMinifter guilty of this Fear of Man,
thould ever by his endeavours bring his
Charch or Parith into a better and' more
Chriftian State.

VIL.

Where there aretwo ot more fearful
Minifters in the fame  Place, tho’ they
may perchance have a good Intention,
yet in effe@ they perform nothing wer-
thy of their Calling. For the one hin-
dreth the'other from the chearful and
faithful ‘difcharging of his Duty. It
would be better for fome, to havefor
their Fellow-labourer, onethatisavow=
edly wicked, who perhaps by his Enor-
mities might force the Truth from them,
than to have a fearful Nicodemus for
theirCompanion, that fhuns the Light.

- Cgq VIIL




manifold Succels and Blefling : he ma-
nifefts his Glory in them, and makes
bare his Arm beforethem: but there is
nothing of all this, where Unbelief hath
gained admittance, and where the Hon-
our due to God from and before all
Men is not chearfully and undauntedly
rendred unto him. ~ For a fearful Man
trufts God o farther than his Reafon
zeaches and carrieth him: and when
any thing. crofleth that, he prefently
giveth way. And therefore he can ne-
ver behold the Glory of God, becaufe
he wants Faith.
IX.

When the Adverfaries of Truth fee
thofe that love it, fhun the'Light, this
ftrengthens them in their bad Caufe,
concluding them not to bein the right ;
becanfe if they were, they would have
no need to fear.

X ;

A fearful Man thinks fometimes by:
humane Means to avoid the Perfecution
that is raifed becaufe ‘of the Word
- where as there by hefrequentlyplungeth
himfelf much deeper into Scorn, Con-
tempt, and all manner of Mifchief: be-
caufe he would rather owe his Safety to
his




C33)

his own Ability than to the Divise,
Protection.
XI.
St. Famcs faith, Chap. 1V. 7. Refist
. the Devil, and he will Jlee from you : and
the reverfe of it is full as true: for the
more we give way to the Devil and
his Inftruments, out of fear, the more
they purfue and prefs upom us. ‘Men
might rid themfelves of many troubles,
could they but chearfully rely upon the
Authority of their Fun&ion, and bold-
ly perform what God hath commanded
them. If weneglect this, it is no won-
der, ifthe Devil infult at us.
XII.

When a Houfe is on Fire, whatever
we have a defire to fave, muft be laid
hold off with Courage and Refolution :
in like manner, when we fee the near
approach of God’s Judgments, we ought
to {natch Men like Firebrands out of
the Fire; but a fearful Man always ap-
prehends, he might burn himfelf by en-
deavouring to fave his Neighbour : In
the mean time the Judgments of God
overtake us,and crufh us both together.

- X H

God doth infinitely abound with Mer-

cy, Yove and Goodnefs towards Man-
‘kiad, and would willingly every Day
: C s - pour
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pour out new Grace and' Blefling upon:
us: but we are not receptive of them,
fave only by. the Childlike' Spirit of
Fzith, Since thereforea fearful Man doth
not act in the ftrength of the Child-like
Faith, but always apprehends, God
might fome time or other forfzke him,
he deprives himfelf of manifold and
great Bleflings,not only Temporal, bug
Eternal alfo.
X1V,

Children commonly refemble their
Parents, and as the Minifter is, fuch
commonly are his Hearers.  If there-
fore a Minifter be fearful, how will his
Hearers be ever excited to a true Chear-

tinefs of Faith?: And thofe of them,
viio by the Grace of God are freed
om the Fear of Man, and ferve God
ithout Fear, will never have any Con-
ence towards their Teacher, till they
rcetve. him difingaged from this fin-
tul Fearfulnefs, Many Minifters do
wonder, why the faithful Children of
God have {o little Confidence in them,
not confidering, that the Reafon of it
ts, becaufe their Flock never faw in
them the leaft proof of a good Shep-
herd, who expof€s himf¢lf to fuffering
for his Flock’s fzke, T
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XV.

Uiifaithful Hirelings do Roband Mur<
ther many Souls, by making them Slaves
to their Authority to that Degree, that
for fear of them they dare not go to
hear able and faithful Minifters, to be
inftruced by themin the way of Truth;
though they be convinced of it in their
Hearts. And this is the very thing I
faid before, that this Fearof Man hins
ders many Thoufandse¢icher from being
Converted at all, or from their further--
Growth and Progrefs in Chriftianity.

XVIL

This Fear of Man is the Bane both of
City and Country, Outr Superiors
wou’d appoint good Minifters, but Fear
hinders them , becaufe they are not
willing to difpleafe this or the other
Man. Thus the People muft be plagued
with a wicked Minifter. They that
fhould fpeak at the Ele&ion of a Mini-
fter, hold ‘their Tongues for Fear. In
the Courts of Judicature this Fear per«
verts Juftice, and bereaves Widows
and Orphans, the Poor and Diftrelled
of their Right, becaufe no Body wilk
heartily efpounfe their Caunfe. - The Mi-
nifters flatreritheir Superiours, and they
the Minifters, and the reft flatter them
both.» And all'this is'the goodly Fruic
of the Fear of Man. S XV
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XVIL :
Innumetable Souls are loft by Reafon
of this Fear of Man. A fearful Mini-
fter flatters himfelf with the hope of
gaining upon his People by little and
little; for, faith he, itamuft not be done
all at once.  But before he is aware, un-
look’d for Death prevents and fpoils all
his cautious Prudentials, ‘leaving him
nothing buta bad Confcience.
XVIIL
He that is convinced of the Divine
Truth,and is fenfible of the Corruption,
into which Men are funk, but withal cap-
tivated by this Fear,or aSlave tp Humane
Authority, fich a one is always plagued
and tormented by a bad Conicience :
and being unwilling to break off quite
either with the World or the Children
of God; he islooked upon as unfaithful
by them both : he expofeth himfelf to
far more Trouble and Anxiety than
the breaking through with a chearful
Faith would have coft him. = He finds
no joyful Aflurance in Prayer,the Word
of God hath no relifh with him. What he
uttets; is- Ambiguous, Wavering and Di-
ftaftful to the Children of God_ becanfe it
isnotfeafoned witli Salt. He never attaing
to a true Communion of Saints; and
when he fhould comfort and ftrengthen
SR others,
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others, by exciting and exhorting them
in the Power of God ; he rather drives
them to Fear and Defpondency, and
quenches the Spirit of God in them
and whereas he fhould unite them in the
Bond of Love, he rather divides and
feparates them, for fear of their offend-
ing his Darling World. Thus he goes
on himfelf withoutany Spiritual Experi-
ence, contenting himflf with theibare
Shadow of Chriftianity, which he hath
laid hold on inftead of the Spirit and
Truth of it, and with the good Words,
wherewith he can fet it forth; being at
the fame time void of Soul and Life,
without Spirit and Power: he depriveth
others of their Strength too, and fo
falls at Iaft into Security, carrying
others alfo along with him, and by
thefe Stepsisin Danger of utterly de-
nying the! Truth, and precipitating
himfelf into final Defpair.

CHAP,




CHAP 'V

Of the Excufes that are ufually thade
to pallitate the Fear of Man.

S foon as we begim with true Hu-
mility to acknowledge the Fear
of Man, and difcover it to be a great
Evil, and fo' ftrive againft it with Pray-
er and Supplication : then the Danger
isnot fo great ; for then the Work is
begun, which if followed, will' fully
deliver us fromit.  But there are very
few that will acknowledge this Fault in
themfelves, and rather expelt to be,
look'd upon as thofe that do nothing
but what is right and praife-worthy,
nay, moreover are very ready to find
fault and correét -others; . But' when
others that cannot juftifie their A&ions,
begin to Difcourfe with them .about it,
they are for jultifying themfelves, and
endeavour to palliate their Fear of Man
with various and manifold Excufes
fome whereof are more grofs, and pal-
pably difcover, thdt they want the
Grace of Self-denial ; but others joftific
themfelves fo planfibly, that they blind
the Eyes of many, who. take them for
YRLY
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very Chriftian and Prudent People. wvow
the groffer fort of Excufes are as follow :
I

Says one, Should I alt at this rate, I
fhould foon be called to an_account for it.
Well, but fhould this hinder a faithful:
Servant from execnting his Mafters Com-
mands faithfully ? Or ought he to have
{o little confidence in his God, asto
queftion his Proteétion, when the wick-
ed gather themfelves together againft
him, faying, Let ws bring an Accufation
agaipst- him, as they did to Fercmiaby
and other of the Prophets?

Ik

Well, but fays another, by this means
Ifball be put to. Charges and Trouble.
Anfwer., Thofe that put you to thofe
Charges and Lofs, att very unjuftly,
and ‘the Magiftrate, that doth not pu-
nifh {uch Crimes, dothworfe, in fuffe-
ring a faithfal Preacher to be pot to
Trouble and Charge for difcharging

- his Duty. But as for thee,thou art

only a Steward; let the Money got
affure thy felf they will ‘get nothing
by it, neither wilt thoulofe any thing.
Have Faith in God, he will reftore to
thee an Hundred-fold, what thou haft
loft for his Names fake. God isa faith-
ful Lord and Majter, be it only thy

care
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care to be a faithful Servant : He will
never let thee be a Lofer for his fake,

: 11

But you will fay : Zndeed if I had not
e Wife and Children, Jomething might be
done 5 and befides,I am commanded 1o take
care of my Family. Anfwer : Chrift {aith,
Matth. 10. 37. He that lsveth Eather or
LMother. more than me : ZAnd be that loverh
Son_and Dangbter more than me, is 7ot
worthy of me. You muft forfuke all, or elfe
you -cen’t be a Difoiple of Chriff, Luk.
T 33

Iv.

But it is written : If any Man provide
#ot for bis own, and ¢fpecially for thofe of
his own Honfe, be hath denied the Faithg
and is worfe than an Infidel, 1 Tim, 5.
8. Anfwer 1f Children, and Childrens
Children do not nourifh, and take care
for their Old and Impotent Parents,
nor behave themfelves dutifully and
thankfully toward them; -they fhew
. thereby, that their Chriftianity is no-
thing but Hypoerify 5 becanfe the Hea.
then themfelves were careful to per-
form their Duty toward their Parents,
And this is the right fence of ‘St Paus’s
Words :  But no body will'hinder thee
from Maintaining and defending thine

own Right, and that of thy Famiily,

i
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provided thy Converfation be without
Covetoufnefs, and that thou art Con-
tented with fuch things as thou haft.
But God’s Honour muft not fuffera
jot under pretence of providing for thy
Family.  Therefore learn thou this
Leflon: Seck firft the Kingdom of God
and his Righteou[ne[s, and all thefe things
fhall be added to yon. Matt. 6. 33.
7

But this is the Bufine[s of our Adagi-
Prates and Superiorss let them look 20 it.
Anfwer: We ought to obey God ra-
ther than Man. The Magiftrate muft
Anfwer forit, ifhe require unjuft things;
thou muft be anfwerable for it, if thou
obeyeft them in things unlawful, or if
upon their account thou omitteft what
God requireft of thee. It doth not
belong to thee to fay, Let the Magi-
ftrate look tq it. God hath madethee
alfo a Steward and Qverfeer, and there-
fore he’ll require an Account from
thee, and not from another.

VI.
We may be turnsd out of. onr Places and

-Benefices for it.  _dnfwer. Happy. art

thou, when thon fuffereft for Confci-
ence fake. Though Man caft thee off],
vet God will take-thee up.. And'as foon
as thou thus far overcomelft the Fear of

Man,




Man, thou wilt besin to Experience
the true Joy in thy Heart: Neither
ihalt thou I to bury thy Talent:
upon this Acconnt: For God' can pro-
vide for thee without a Benefice, and
whenever it pleafeth him, can make nfe
of thee for thy Neighbours Profit, and
the Advancement of his own Glory.
But it is plain, that thou ferveft thy
Belly and not  God, when thou art
unwilling to leave thy Benefice for the
fake of God and a ‘good Conftience,
VIL

But we do what we can.  Anfiver.
Thou canft not do any thing of thy
felf. But if thou art in Chrift, then
healone doth all that is good in and by
thee. But who can boaft, that he does
as much  as the Grace and’ Spi-
rit of Chrift doth enable him to do ?
Valiant Soldiers never think they have
behaved themfelves in Battle with all

the Zeal and Faithfulnefs that is pofli= -

ble for them.  Hethat is throughly fen-
fible of the Weightinefs of the Mini-
fterial Fun@ion, muft needs acknow-
ledge, he cannot anfwer God for the
many things he hath omitted for Fear
of Man, which we might have over-
come by Faith, and which will appear
i Judgment againft him., He th“ﬁ‘}f’

1e.
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he does what he can, fhews plainly, that
he hath never yet tried what is pofli-
ble by.the Graceof God. At the be-
ginning indeed very little appears pof-
fible to us; butif we venture boldly,
relying upon God, we fhall find our
felves able to do greater things ; and
in the end be able to fay with St Paud,
Phil. 4. 13, 1 can do allthings through
Chrift who flrengthencth me, Overcome
but once the Fear of Man, and then
thou wilt proceed from Strength te
Strength.
VIIL
We bave onr Chirch Orders, and if we
obferve them, then, who can find fanls with
us 2 Anfwer. Some Church Orders are
better than others;- but God’s Word
is the beft Rule of all, more particu-
larly both the Epiftles to Timothy, and
that to Titus, are the Rule and Stand-
ard of all the Church Regulations.
There are fome neceflary Points that
do not belong to Church Government.
Some Church Ordinances meafure
things too- fhort, fo that, the Church
Concerns cannot effectually be promo-
ted and fecured by them. And too of:
ten fome things are allowed by them,
that God’s Word doth not allow. Thou
fhalt not be judged by any Church-
Or-
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Ordinances, but according to- God's

Word. This-cafe excepted, itis very

commendable for thee to be diligent

“in obferving all Church-Orders, for

promoting the Homour of God, and
the common Good.
IX:

Neither are Preachers the only Mén,
that feek to excufe their Fear of Man
after fuch a grofs manner. For the
People ‘make ufe of fuchas are never
a whit betters  When the Magiftrates
are deeply engaged in the Fear of Man,
and confequently endeavour to crufh
that which is good in others; their
Topping Excufeis, that publick Peace
and Tranquility is to be preferved,
whatever come of it. And this is, be-
caufe they don’t underftand the Na-
ture.and Defign of the Gofpel, of
which Chrift fays, Matth. ro, 34,35
Think not that I ans come to [end Peace on
Earth: I came not to fend Peace on
Earthbut the Sword. For I am come to
fet & Man at Variance-againft bis Father,
and the Danghrer againft her Mother, and
the Daughte? in Law, againft her Mother
m Law:  Anda Man's Foes fhall be. they
of bis own Houfhold, But, alas | we ne-
ver enquire, who isthe caufe of the

trouble.  Not they who earneftly con- |

tend
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tend for God’s Word, but they that
‘will not receive it, and who by belch-

ing out their lies and flanders againft it,
are the caufe of all the noife and. dif>
quiet, and therefore .ought to he pu-
nifhed. But where the ‘Wolf is Judge,
the poor Sheep always -troubles the

“Water. When I, fays David, fpeak to

them of Peace, they make themfelves rea-
dy to Battle. Much might be faid here:
God grant that the Magiltracy may
feel the Divine Peace intheir own Souls,
then would they endeavour to lay the
right Foundation of a lalting Peace a-
mongft thofe committed to their Care,
and not concern themfelves with®the
falfe Peace, where every one'is fettled
upon the Lees of his corrupt and un-
godly Nature.
X.

The Common People fay, We mnf?
not difpleafe the Clergy,onr Spiritual Guides:.
Anfwer. 1f they be Spiritual, as you
call them, they will never be againft
you in any‘thing that is good. Butif
they beagainft you, when you are ear-
neftlypurfuing yonredification,have then
noFellowfhip with the unfruitful Works

. of Darknefs, but rathér reprove them ;

f(?r be fure they are not Spiritnal but
Carpal, What fays Chrift; Matth. 15.
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14. Let them alone, they are Blind Lead-
ers of the Blind ¢ - :
‘ XL

But we muft not defpife our Teachers.
Anfwer. «An FHypocritical Servant of
his Belly fancieth himfelf defpifed,
when any feek to be edified by others
befides himfelf, and yet more; if we tell
him to his Pace, ‘that we do profit more
by -anothers 'Preaching than by his.
True Servants-of God feek fiot their
own Honour ; but much rather rejoyce,
when they fee the People built upin
their moit holy Faith, let it be doneby
whom it will. Will a wife Shepherd
complain that he is defpifed, if any o=
ther brings a ftrayed Sheep to his Flock
apain. "Tis of far greater concern,that
thy Soui be faved, than that the Refpedt
of an ambitious Preacher fhonld be pre-
ferved. Let him be converted, and
Preach with the Demonftration of Spi-
rit and Power, and then the Sheep will
foon know his Voice, and follow him,
asa good Shepherd. A Farthing is not
defpifed, becavfe we value it as a Far-
thing ; for ’tis coyned for no more.
The fame is thg, cafe, when we valne
an idle Babler accoerding to his
worth, what realon has he to complain,
that he is defpifed? Or if it be a con=

tempt
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tempt, let him mend,and {o take away
the caufe-of it. For it is God’s Pu-
nifhment ‘upen wicked Preachers, to
render  them defpicable, Mal. 2. '8,
9. But ye ar¢ departed out of the Way :
ye have canfed many to fluinble ar the
Law: ye have corrupted the Covenant of
Levi, faith the Lard of Hofts : Therefore
have I alfa made you contemptible and bafe
before allthe People, according as you have
“uot kepe my Ways; but have been par-
tial in the Law— Thou mayefl not
flander any body ; for then thou art
juftly complained of. But when thou
only feckeft the Edification of thy Soul,
wherefoever thou findeft it moft, and
heartily to follow: thy Saviours Steps
then no body has reafen to complain of
thee; and he that does, betrays him-
{elf, that he fecketh his own, and not

what is Chrift’s,

XL

We mnnft not Worfhip other Gods. — An-
fwer. This is ufvally alledged by thofe
-that will not go from their own Parif
Church, nor hear any other Minifter
toedifie themfelves. And wicked Preach-
ers are fo impudent as to make vfe of
this Text, to deter others from hear-
1ng God’s Word from any but them-
felves,  Butif it be thy earncft defire
10
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to feeck thy Growth and Edification
in God, in fo doing thou doft not
worfhip other Gods; but,on the con-
trary, doft abhor and reje& them, as
the Luft of the Flefh, the Luft of the Eyes
and Pride of Life, choofing to ferve
the omly ‘true living God alone. But
the Fear of Man makes thee ftand in
awe of, and depend upon Envious and
Ambitious Servants of their own Bel-
lies, and to keep ‘fair with them, thou
doft negle:the Edification of thy Soul.
When certainly thou art a Worthip-
per of ether Gods, and a Servant of
helplefs Idols, who are dead in Sin, wi-
thered and barren Trees. Wherefore
fuffer not thy fRIf to be blinded by
fuch’ a grofs and abominable wrefting
of Scripture: But feek thy Edificati-
en to the utmoft thou art able, and
purfue thy Chriftian Race without Fear,
let the World fay what it will, ’
XIV.
’Tis St Panls Advice to Titus 2.

15,  Let no Man defpife thee. .Anfwer.’

*Tis great pity, that this Text fhould
commonly be made ufe of asa Cover
to carnal Preachers, and be perverted in
favour of their Pride'and Ambition
who from hence conclude, that they
have reafon to maintain their outward

‘ refpedt
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refpet, and not to fuffer any the leaft
contempt, and. to interpret whatever
is done to their Perfons, as an affault
of their holy Funéion, to engage them-
felves in worldly Contefts,and to pour
forth their Malice and Bitternefs againft
all thofe who they foppofe have af-
fronted them. If a true Child of God,
and efpecially one ofan inferior Rank,
tells ’em the Truth, they fwell with .
anger, and tell him, they are not ac-
countable to him, he fhould meddle
with hisown Bufinefs, and not refle®
upon the facred Order. Now' People
being very well acquainted with the
churlih ‘Temper of agreat many Mi-
nifters, they are “afiaid to fpeak to
them, or to do any ‘thing which the
Minifters may interpret to be againft
the refpect due unto them: As for
Example: To frequent the Sermons of
others, whereby they may be better
edified, or otherwife to converfe with
- God’s faithfal Servants. And more-
over perfwade themfelves, thatit would
be a picce of Injultice in them to do it,
when they hear the Preachers alledge
fuch Texts asthefe: Let no Man de-
Jpife thee: Whofo defpifes you, defpifes
me. But this is a fcandalous abufe of
thefe Texts; for the Apoftle means
D no
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1o more than this, that Tirus fhould
with earneftnefs apply himfelf to the
difcharge of his Fun&ion, and at the
fametime be a thining Example to o-
thers by the Holinefs of his d.ife, that
no body might have cdufe to vilifie
his Office. = This appears from the
preceeding Words: Thefe things [peak,
and exhort and rcbuke wish all Authoriry.
And in the 7th and 8th Verfeshe fays,
In &l things fhewing thy [elf a Patternof
Goad Works, in Dottrine (heming Uncor-
ruptnefs, Gravity, Sincevity, found [peech
#hat cannot ‘be condemned, that be that is
of the.contrary part,may be afhamed  baving
70 ev.l thing to fay of yon. The fame
he writes alfo to Timothy in the 1 Epi-
flle 4. 12. Ler no Man defpife thy
Youth. Shall we think that St. Paul by
thefe words intended to warn Timothy
&0 be very careful to maintain his out-
ward Refpe@ and Authority; to fuf-
fer none of the valgar to put himin
Mind of his Daty, nor permit his Au-
diters to be Edified by others, which
would tend to thedeflening of himfelf?
not at zll 5 for he fully explains himfelf
inthe following Words: But bethon an
Example of the Belicvers in Word, in
Converfation, in Chayity, in Spivit,in Faith,
in Purity Till I come, give attendance 10
Readirg,
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Reading, to Exhortation, to Doftrine,
That is to fay, the way for Minifters

* to avoid contempt, is to perform their

Duty with all Application and Dili-
gence, and to lead a blamelefs Life.

True it is, the Wicked will {peak
evil of them, bely and flander them .
batit is no more than fmoke diflipa-
ted by the Sun, and their Calumny

" foon vanifhes, for when they are known,

no body wiil believe *em 5 “but Chrift’s
own Lambs will then putan high Valuve
and Efteem npon them. And thisalfe
is the meaning of the Words of Chrift
Lzk. 1o0.16. Chrift there commands
that we fhould hear thofe who ‘come in
his Name, or are fent by him, and a-
bide in his Truth ; that we fhould at-
tend to their Words, and not to let
them-in’at one Ear, and outat the
other. - Accordingly every one ought
ftrictly to try and to examine himfelf;
whether he comes truly in ‘the Name
of Chrift, whether he be fent by him,
and keep clofe to the Word of God;
or whether, inftead of God’s Word, he
entertain his Hearers with Critical Re-
marks, and Hiltory,Symbols, Emblems,
and other fuch like Humane Inventions,

‘¥ea, whether he doth in his Sermone

wholly pervert God’s Ordinance by
D Fits

P i, T P




(52 )
his rejeCting and calumniating thofe,
who defire heartily to govern their
Lives by the Law of Chrift. He that
hears fuch a Slanderer, doth not hear

.God, but the Devil himfelf : There-

fore no Man ought to be afraid of the
Threatnings of fuch a carnal Preacher ;
but endeavour to promote the Salva-
tion of his Soul with all Earneftnefs,
and to procure his own Edification,
as .much as poflibly he can. For if
out of fear to difpleafe others, a Man
negleéts his Converfion and Edification,
who will be able to make good the
Lofs to him.

T he more fubtle andrefined Excufesgwhich
carry a greater appearance of Truthyare as
follow:

'

However, we muft nfe Pridence:, for
Chrift him[df [ays; Be as wife asSer-
pents, and innocens. as Doves, Mat, 10.
V. 16. If we [hould imprudently blunder
out all, we fhould [poil all. Anfwer. There
are two forts of Wifdom,one that comes
from above, and another, that is from
beneath, Fames 3. Ig. The former
of thefc is unreproveable, and a moft
precious Gift of the moft high; and.is
called, The Wifdom of the Fuft. Luk. 1.
17. Thisis a4 noble Wildom indeed,
rehofoever doth thereafter, bis Praife (hall

endure

& i
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endure for ever. But now what is this

Wifdom? No other than the Fear of

the Lord. Pfal. 3. v. 10. Wherefore
this Wifdom is the true and only Pai-
fon that infallibly deftroys the Fear of
Man, and' makes us to contemn the Wick-
ed, but to Honour them that Fear the
Lord. Pfal. 1§. v. 4 And this repre-
fents God {o' Glorious and full ‘of Ma-
jefty -in our ‘Hearts, - that we readily
give up Money, Goods, Honours, yea
our Bodyand Life,rather than willing-
ly and wittingly to offend 6ur God,
or fo much as expofe our felves to the
leaft hazard of offending him. This
Wifdom leans upon the Word of God,
(Pfal. x18. 9.) as upon & fure Staff and
Stay, and ‘puts no confidence in Princes 3
but fays, 1’s better to truft in the Lovd,
than to put any confidence in Man. Al
Nations compaffed me about, but in the
Name of the Lord will I deftroy thens.
They compaffed me abour like Bees, they
are quenched as the Fire of Thorns: For in
the Name of the Lord I will defiroy thens.
They bave thraft fore at me, that 1 might
fally bust the Lord helped me. The Lord
35 my Strength and Song, and is become
my Salvation : The Voice of rejoycing and
Salvation is in the Tabernacle of the

D3 Ri e hl‘f




C54)

Righteous: The Right Hand of the Ford
doth wvaliantly: The Right Hand of the
Lord is Exalted: The Right Hand of
the: Lord deth Valiantly, I fhall not Die
but Live,and declarc the Works of the Lord.
Thus the Wifdom of the Juft Vanqui-
fhes, Sings, and Triumphs over all
the Fear of Man, and rejoyceth as a
Valiant Man to run his Race. For they
that Jove the Lord, (hallbe a5 the Snr, when
be . goes forth in bis Might; Judges .
31.  This was the Wifdom of thofg
three Worthies, Shadrack, Mefach,and
Avednego, who when Nebuchadnexzar
inhis Rage fpoke to them, and- faid; Jf
you will wor Worfhip-the Fmage F have fet
up, ye. fhall ‘be caft the [ame Hour in the
mdft of a burning fiery Furnace, and
who isthat God, that [hall deliver youout
of my Hands? They replyed, We are
w0t careful volAnfwer. thee in this marter.
If it be fo,0nr God whom we ferve, isable
to deliver us from the burning fiery Furs
zacey but if nots be it known to thee, O
King, thet we will not ferve :hy Gods,
wor Worship theGolden Image thoubaft fer up.
Dan.3.15,16, ’Tis by this Wifdom that
a Man is made fFroug in the Lord, and in
the Power of kis Mighty and puts on - the
whole Armour of God, that he. may be ‘a-.
blero fand againft the Wiles of the Devil,

Eph.
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Eph. 6. 10, v1.  Sand therefore; fays
St. Paul, baving your Loyns girt abome
with Truth, and baving on the Breaftplate
of Righteoufne(s : and your Feet Shod with
the preparasion’ of the Gofpel of Pesces
Above all ‘taking the Siield of Fairh,
wherewith ye (hatl be able 10 quench all
the ficry Dartsof the Wicked: And take
the Elehnet: of Salvation, and . the Sword of
the - Spirit, which is the Word of God:
Praying always with all Prayer and Sup-
plication in vhe Spirity and watching there-
#nto with all Perfeverance and Supplication
for all Saints, Verfe the 14, to|the 18.
Happy is he, that is Armed with this
Wifdom, which will Inftru& him to
alt prudently in every thing he un-
derrakes : But the Wifdom that is
from beneath, hath fome appearance
indeed, but not the Effence of true
Wifdom ; but is Earehly,Senfual,and De-
vilifh. This is that goodly Wildom,which
acquainted Adam and Eve with the
Knowledge of Good and Evil. Where:
the Fear of the Lord is not continu-
ally before our Eyes, the Foundatiom:
of it is already laid: Where Faith is
Weak, there fhe raifes herfelf: Where
Love grows cold, fhe exalts herfelf,
and is puft up without Reafon. She
feeks not what is .God’s 3 but under

D3 his
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his Name fhe feeksher own. Shein-
forms us, how to pleafe God without
difpleafing the World, to follow Chrift,
and yet avoid the Crofs. Her greateft
Study is how to live in Eafe and Afflu-
ence without touching the Crofs, Pfal,
49. 19. She trembles at the fhaking of
a Leaf, for fear they fhould  be difap-
pointed of this their beloved aim. As
dong as the Kingdom of God confifts
in Words only, fhe is fo very learn-
ed, that fhe cannot utter all fhe has to
{ay ; but when it is to be evidenced
and. demonftrated: in Power, « then
the hath recourfe to her many fhifts:
She cautions us (as having a hearty good
will for us) not to venture too far, for
fear of throwing our felves into fome
inconveniency ; jumbling Light and
Darknefs together, fhe fhifts and turns
every. way to “keep the. Crofs from her
Jhoulders ; fhe fwimswith the Current,
and avoids-all: Converfe with thole
who fuffer reproach for Chrift’s fake,
or elfe fets*up her felf for a Mafter o-
ver them s and if her Advice be rejec-
ed, then fhe fwells with bitternefs, and
judgesall they dous; to proceed from
Difobedience, Obftinacy and Self Will.
She keeps up theappearance of Godli-
nefs as long as fhe can; and will by

1o
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no means be thought Wicked or Un=
godly: ‘and yet fhe ‘holdeth her
Tongue, when called to fit in Judgment,
where the Children of God are con-
demned, nay, oftenaflifts in pronounc-
ing their Sentence, and then fays, they
have precipitated themfelves into this
Misfortune thro’ their own SelfWill
and want of Prudence ; the does much
Evil, that Good may come of it, orun-
der Pretence, that all doing of Good
may not be hindred. But as foon as
the Light rifeth again out of Darknefs
upon God’s Children, and the Sun fhines
upon: them - after the Night of their
Tribulation, ‘then the would fain be
look’d upon as their beft Friend. And
indeed who is able to defcribe this hor-
rible Monfter, which is come up out of
the.Bottomlefs Pit: *Tis true: We muft
make Ufe of Pradence 5 but confider wellr
boththefedorts of "Prudence, and judge
which of ’em is to bé'chofen i ‘Yea; fet
thy felf before this Looking-Glafs, that
thou may’ft know, by ‘which of thefe
two thow haft’ fquared thy Life hi-
therto.
11
By too ' far dnd opew a Declaration we
mayhinder a great deal of Good, that othera
wife might be done, and endanger the over:
D g tHrming
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turning . of -all :- whereas: by prudent vea
Rraint and concealing owr felves, we may
upder hand promote a great deal of Ser-
vige. Anfwer, -~ This. is nothing  elfe
but a piece of falfe Prudence. For tho”
iris not to be deayed, but that an un-
derftanding Man finds a time for Silence
as well as {peaking 5 vet a true Chriftis
an ought to put his Truft in, God, not
doubting:but that he will fo far blefs the:
Good, that he aims at, that no other
gocd Undertaking will be hindred by it,
if we do not continve in this fedfaft
Confidence in God, the Devil will de=
lude. us at Pleafure, always reprefent-
ing fuch Phantoms tous; that will make:
s let go what we have in our Mouths
o catch at a.Shadow.  ’Tis Matter of
Wonder, that there-are many, who;
tho: they cannot'fo much as name one
Man, whom they have really Converted:
to:God by -their Miniftry, - yet for alk
that, will not in any one particular
vigoroufly break through in order to.
the difcharging of their Funtion after
another manner, and with more Ear-
neftnels and Application,under the fame:
pretext of fearing to overthrow all s
When ia Truth they have never yet:
built up any thing, that can be over-.
threwn.  But if a Minifter has already
: ' " done:
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done fome good, why then he ought to
think,that God will yet further blefs his
Labours, and by his Power ftrengthen
and confirm what he hath already be-
gun, and by his own Arm effe®tand
accomplifh, what hereafter will be un-
dertaken with Faith and Prayer. There
hall not any Man be able to fand before
thee all the Days of thy Life. s I'was
with Mofes, [o Iwill be with thee. Iwill
not fail thee, nor for[ake thee, fays God to:
Jofhva, Chap. 1. . 5. And with this
Promife, every true Servant of God
may ‘bid defiance to all’ the World 5.
becaufe the Words are fpoke,. as we fee
they are apply’d by St. Paul; Heb. 13:
§. to all faithful “Chriftians for their
fpecial Comfort. The Words of  St.
Fumes, Chap. 4. vi'17. areof inconte-
ftable Trath and Clearnefs: Tohim that
knows to do good and doth it not; to bimit
is Sin.  Letvs only follow this Rule,
and let Ged take care for-what is to
come, For this we may be fure; that
God can be no better ‘Advanced, than
when ore ‘Wedge drives another, and
when we couragioufly ‘and comfortably
leave all to- God’s gracious Help and:
Aflittance.

HIL..
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1L
We munft hold ina little that whew Oppoy-
tinsty offers, we may promote a good Work
with greater Force and Efficacy. Anfwer,
Where has God given thee leave to let
flip an Opportupity of doing Good in
order to referve. for fome other time,
which thou fancies ‘may: be more fa=
vourable 2 St. Paul,. Ephef. §. . 16.
bids us redeens the time, or more exactly
according to the Greek, 10 buy up every
Opportunity, that is, to lay hold of it as
foon as it effersitlelf For when it is
once paft, you cannot regain itat any
Price. And that St. Panl calls True
Wifdorns. Referving our felves for a
future Uncertainty proceeds from falfe
Prudence. ThisRelervation accuftoms
thee to Hypocrify; and will hinder thee
from ever meeting with an Opportunis

ty to exertthe true Power of Faith.

IV.

To undertake a thing without being able
o gffeét it doth more hurt than good, where-

Jfore it were betrer never tobegin, dAnfwer,

Thou doft well to compute the Charge,
before thou:doft begin to build aTower;
but whence wilt thou procure the Char=
ges? from thy own Ability. No, that
cannot reach it. Begin thy Work with
full reliance upon God, and take thy
L Supe
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Supplies from. his “Might, Goodnefs,
Wifdom apd Trath+ and bythis means
thon wilt never be to feek for a fuffici-
ency to contpleat thy Work: ‘Or if God
for haly Reafons thould not-afford -Sue-
cefs to thy pious Endeavours; yet will
it be fo {mall Comfort;to’ thee, that
thou halt not left iv uneffayed, and thy
Confcience will be much more eafy'than
it would have been, if from a Miftruft
of God’s Affiltance, thou hadft never
fet upon it. Perhaps God intends
to prove thee, and though: it hath:
not fucceeded this'time, it may ano-
ther. | God can blefs thy Endeavours in
the Hearts of many, in ftirring them
up toan Imitation of thy Zeal.  And
if thou fhouldft be difappointed in all
thy good Purpofes, by the Difobedience
and. Perverfnels of . thefe whom thou
art, willing to do ‘Geod  to, would’ft
thou therefore conclude, that thy Work
of Love had been in vain?' Was not
this the Caft of Chrift himfelf, when he
was forced with Tears: to lamentover
the City, faying:-Q Ferufalens; Fernfn=
lem, thou that killest the Prophets,. and:
Seonest vhem which are fenr untothee. - Fow.
often would I have gathered ihy Children
together, even as.a Hen. gathereth . ber
Chickens nnder ber Wings," and’ ye-would
#ot.
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not. " Behold your' Honfe is left anto you
defolase; | Mareh, 23.°37,'38." In Tike
manner ‘muft we try all things, were
itfor no other Reafon than that our En-'
deavounrs may ftand as a Witnefs Jgamﬂ:
the’Wicked. "Examine thyfelf, whether
thy defire of fuéceeding and overcom-
ing o all things before the World be
niot the Effe& of great Pride lurking in
thee. 'Be' thou fatisfied with the in-
ward Victory a true Chriftian can. ne-
ver be deprived of, which confifts in
thy continuing ‘unwearied 'in the Pati-
ence of Hope. .“And eventhe cutward
Victory will'at laft, ‘as'the ftepp’d Cur-
rentof a'River; break forth more glo-

rioufly. .. Thy Rofe muft Aourifh un-
der the Crofs:

We cannbt bave all ‘at onéel " Anfiver:

Thou uaprofitable-Scrvant thould’ft:
thou therc:fme bury thy Talent in a
Napkia? * Though thou hadft tryed all:
manner of Ways, and couldft gain but’
onie ‘Soul ‘after all, - yet 'wouldft thow
have no Reafon to' repe’nt thy Labeur.

Godis able todo exceeding abund antly above
dll'that we ask ov Mu:}z #CCOFAing 10 the
Power“that worketh in_ws's " ynto-whom e
Glory “imthe Church thioughent ail - Ares
W rla' withonp Eyd, Amc;r F‘nh JU R0y

21
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21, If we would but venture ‘upon it
boldly in the Strength of ‘God;’ and'lay
afide all Fear of Man, 'we''thould effe.
étually experience, thit God would'do
more for us and by us, than we could
‘have imagined:

: VI b
We must baveia Care not'to becone the
Talk of the Worldy and of geiting' an il
Nane. - As long as ' we bave no odions.
Name with the World, 1we may do [omie
Goody  But'if once an odious Name be
fic’d upon us, this'makes all dur ‘Ende-
wours fo dikewife. - Anfwers " Fhis is to.
fer Reafon -againft: Faith. Haft thow
learntithisin-the' Word of God 2 Dogs
not Chrilt fay: Bleffed are ye," when Aten
[hall hare you; and when they foall feparare
- you: from their Cornpany,and shall reproach.
Youy and: caft onr yosur Name as Euil for
#héiSon vof Man's: [wke? " Rejoyee ' yé in
that Dy, and: Leap for Joy:" for behold)
Your Reward'is great in Heaven : for in
the like mannerdid: the Fatbers unto the
Prophets.. Wo unto youwhen alb Men shall
Speak well'of youk for (i did their Fathers
10 the falfe Prophets. | Luké 6%, 22, 93]
and 26. *Fhis is attue Fetch of the
Devil’s to perfuade: Men ‘that the Rex
proachof Chrift is an hindrance to the'
Coutfe of the Gofpel, by which he ena
: ' deayonrs
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deavouns ¢0-make void the Crofsof Chriff:
Whereasion the contrary; every one of
us'mult moft certainly helieve, that he
can‘do.nothing at all to the purpefe,as
long as he irefufes to wear the Badge
of Chrift. We muft refolutely break-
through all, and take up the Reproach
of Chrift; before:wecan exped;that the
full. blefling of the Gofpel fhould at-

tend .our Endeavours.

VII.
However, bythis way of being referved,
and. not-expofing eurfelies, fome may be
“won., Anfwer... I-feac thou wilt only
make Hypocrites like thy felf, that are
athamed 'of ‘Chrift and-his Word; and
will not fuffer Perfecution for the Crofs
~ of Chrift,: and yet are vainly- puff'd
up with their Knowledge of .. Truth,
But if once thou canft beldlyand chear-
fully break through, and evidence thy
Faith by taking to- thee the Reproach
of Chrift, then others wawing confident
by thy Suffering s will be the more emboldned
10 [peak the Word without Feary Phili 1. v.
14, But-as long as. this is not.done,
thou wilt not be trufted by any.of God’s
real Children.- For a Servant of :God
muft-be tryed and approved by Suffer-

m B 7y -
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VIIL
We muft nor expofe ourfelves, and let
others make Fools of us; for bow then shall
we be in a condition to edifie them., - An=
Jmwer. Thisisacommon Objection with

them, who, by the Fear of Man, fuffer -

themfelves to be kept back from their
real Converfion. - Trueitis, weought
not.to do any thing, that is Weak or
Foolifh, I mean, that is contrary to God’s
Word. Bugit is the Devil's Suggefti-
on to think, we fhall expofe ourfelves,
by breaking through in Faith, and di-
refting our A&ions precifely according
to God’s Word. Here ’tis that St. Paul’s
Caution: will..do us. great Service. . Let
no Man: deceive himfelf- - If any Man a-
miong you [cemeth to be Wife in this World,
let him become a Fool, that be may-beWife.
Eor the Wifdom of this World is Foolishnefs
with God,, - Cor, 3.-v185.¥9: . We are
Fools for,Chriff’s [ake, % Cor, 4+ v.-10. Is
it not-a Shame, when the Lord of Glos
ry was taken for a Mad Man, and one
pofleft by the Devil; that thou would’ft
" behighly efteemed of the World ¢ By
this thou givelt. Evidence, againit thy-
{elf, that theudolt not belong toChrift,

neither “knowelt his Crofs, . and_ how,

then wilt thou be able to rejoycein him ¢
It neither can-nor mulft: be.otherwife.
Thou
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Thou muft be looked upon as a Fool i
the World, - if thou wilt be a Difciple
of Chrift, it will not fail thee an Hair’s
Breadth. High and Low, Teachers
and Hearers muft alike fuffer themfelves
to be cenfured by the World, when
once they earneftly turn themfelves to
God: - For as foon as their Actions do
no..more comport with the Ways of
the World, “fhe Scoffs at them, and
calls it Fanaticifm, Singularity, Pharie
faical Hypocrify, and loads them with
thoufand Lies-and Calumnies. - Now he
thatis afraid of this Reproach from the
Werld, will continue an Hypocrite as
long as he lives, And after all;how fooe
Lifly is it to be a Slave and Bondman to
- the World; when after you have done
all you can to pleafeit, ‘and to comply
with it to the uttermoft, you will be
ftill found fault with one way or other ?
And yet we areunwilling to fuffer this
for the Glory of God and the Welfare
and Salvationof our Souls!
IX.

We muf? become All.to All, as St. Paut
did, 1 Cor. g v. 23, ' Tothe Weak Fbecame
as Weaky that I night gainthe Weak : I am
made allthingsto akt Men that T might by all
Means [ave fome.  Anfwer.  St. Paul gave
fufficient Proof of -his being 2 chearfué

' an
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and ‘vndaunted ‘Workman, to whom
God had given not the Spirit of Fear,
but the Spirit of Power, 2 Tim. 4. 2.7.
But what haft thoute fliew for thy felf?
Crafty and worldly-minded Courtiers
have alfo Learned to become All to All,
but from another Principle, by other
Means, -and- for. quite another End,
than St Paut did. - Thou imagineft, per-
haps, that thy Aim is good ; but doesit
flow.in thee from the pure bottom: of &
tenderly compaflionate Maternal Love,
as it.did in St. Paul? On the other Hand
confider, - whether thou canft exprefs
the bold Alacrity of St. Panl, who'was
not afraid to withftand St: Peser himfelf
to his Face, when the Fear of ' Man-had
made him play the Hypocrite, and drew
others into the fame Diffimulation with
him;. which was contrary to the Truth
of the Gofpel, Gal 2. 14. Itiis cer«
tainly a great piece of Wifdom to:be<
come Weak with the Weak, 'as not to
lofe any thing of our own Strength;
to become all to all; and yet be free
from ‘Hypocrifie. - Examine thy felf;
whether the innocent Dove-like Na-
ture be in thee, or whether the Serpent
with his feigned Prudence hath not cor=
rupred ‘and perverted thy Mind from
the Simplicicy in Chrift. ““There is no

S Cloak
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Cloak, that more planfibly covers the
Fear of Man than this. = Therefore
look to it, that above all things thou
difpatch this Enemy.

X.
If fuch as ave leading Men would once
begin to break the Ice, fuch as Doitors, Su.
Perintendents, Grc. who ought to be fore-

- amoft in all good Undertakings, we would

veadsly follow them 5 but we are not wils
Ying ta be the firft beginners, becanfe it may
be conftrued as Pride in us, or have fome |
other “ill Name put. upon it.  Anfwer,
Do as a Servant that carries the Link
before -his: Mafter, and yet does ' not
think: himfelf bétter than his Mafter.
The-Kingdom of God comes com-
monly latto them, who are. firlt and
greatell inithe World ; When thouart
to receive thy Sallary,thou doft not re-
fofe receiving it till thy Superinten-
dedto be paid firft, but art very willing
to be firlt ferved. - And fhall the Un-
belief of  others keep thee back in thy
Race? In the Kingdom of God there
mult be no difpute about Precedency.
When:thou art convinced of the Truth,
but doft - not obey it, God will pu-
nifh- thee tho’ thou fhouldft appeal to
Popeor Emperour.  Confider alfo that

“ thy Crown will be by fo much the more

glo-
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glorious, by how much greater thy
Combat hath been, in which thon haft
overcome.
X[

But it is vifible, what great Diforders
arife np and down, when People are too
forward, and do. not reftrain themfelves,
which is the caufe of manifold Scandals.
Anfwer. 1t is impoflible but Young
and unexperienced  Chriftians will
make fome falfe Steps, and not always
alt fowifely as they onght.Here out timo-
rous Gentlemen prefently difcern this
Mote in their Eyes, and all the while do
not perceivethe Beam in their own.Here
they begin to Trinmphand fay, Do but fee
how thefe People bave expofed them/elves.
It s very well for usy that we have nos
been too far concerned with them.if we had,
we fhould now have been partakers of their
Shame and Reproach. In this cafe we
muft give good heed to that Caution
of our Lord: Bleffed is he whofocver
fhall not be offended in me, Matt, 11. 6.
We ought to bear with the faults of
beginners with  great Maderation
and compaflionate Love: And if we
think our felves to be more wife and
more knowing  than they, we fhould
endeavour to relifie themin the Spivit of
Meeknefs, confidering onr felves,left weal-
Jo be tempted, Gal. 6. 6, But God ax;ld

P
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the godly minded,slook upon the Thing
with ‘other ‘Eyes: for there is a vaft
Difference between a Perfon that is
{piritvally Dead, and one that has ob-
tained the Life that is from God, but
yet is feized by fome Tempration
and Weakne{s commonto Man, which
his high Prieft knows very well, and
will accordingly take compaffion on
his Tofirmity. - The way of the World
1, always to fpy Faults in the Children
of God, but will take no notice of the
good in‘them. If thou wilt draw back,
becaufe others do not what they ought,
thou wilt never.be converted. Break
thou thy felf through in the true Pow-
er of Faith, and fhew others by thy
Example, how they muft ferve God in
all Purity. If thou fuoffer Reproach
liere' with the Children of God; and
Iendeft thy helping hand to bear their
burden, then fhalt thou alfo partake
with them in their Glory hereafter.
XTIt

But me muft not draw down Sufferings
apon onr Heads, or wilfully run intothen.
Neither muft thou be afraid of Suffering,
nor Fly fromit: As longas this flinch-
ing from the Crofs is in thee, thy Faith
is not what it fhould be. When a good
thing is not to be attained without
fuffering, thou art abfolutely bound ]Eo
: take
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take it up. ’Tis better to fuffer all
things, than to have an Evil Confti-
ence .  Learn what that means: He
that would be my Difciple, muft take up his
Crofsdaily, Luk. 9. It is not required
of thee, that thou fhouldeft Trouble thy-
felf, when thou art to fuffer any thing,

only do thou heartily the Will'of God,

all will be well.  God will-not lay more
upon thee than thou art able to bear, for
be is faithful, andwill not fuffer thee to be
Tempted beyond thy Power.  Thou re-
prefenteft it to thy felf more hazard-
ous than indeed it is. ‘Now thon art
afraid of Men, but do but break through
and glorify the Lord God in thy Heart, .
and then they will be afraid of thee:
XIIL

Bur however, we ought to go faiv and
[ofily to Work,and do what good ‘we can
confiderately —and by degrees:  Anfwer,
Ay this is fomething indeed, it we
could but perfwade the Devil to go
fair and foftly too. But alas! be walks
about like a voaring Lyon, [eeking whom be
may devorr 3 What is to be done then?
Whom refift fledfaft in' the Faith, 1 Pet,
§.°8. Here thou heareft, that by be-
g ftedfaft in Faith, that'is, in the
Power and Demonftration  of the Ho-
1y Ghoft, thou muft refift him without
any Fear of Man,by the drmonr of Rige-

# £ou [nefs
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eonfnefs, on the Right Hand and on th
Left, by Hononr and Diflononr, by Evil
Report and Good Report, as Deceivers and
yet True. 2 Cor 6. 7, 8. The Devil
laughs at all thy Fair, Softly: Give
him but time and place, and you may
be fure, he will not be Idle: And God
will require the Blood, which thou
haft neglected by thy Softlinefs, at thy
Hands.

XIv.
. An Edge too Sharp is eafily turned.
Anfwer, If this Proverb be intended
to fignify that we may fometimes let
odd beeven,not be overcareful about the
Peace of our Confcience, and now and
then in our Funétion winkat the Faults
of thofe committed to our Charge, or
otherwife diflemble with them, then
_it is all falfe Prudence, and direétly
‘contrary to the Crofs of Chrift. It is
but juit, that we fhew Love and Meek-
nefs toward all Men. And we ought
more efpecially to reprefent to our
Hearers the Graciousand Loving kind-
nefs of God, that they .may be
gained thereby, rather than by Railing
and Threatning. Butat the fame time
we. muft uvfe Earneftnefs,and by all
means take heed, that Liberty be not
made « Cloakof Malicionfnefs, 1 Pet. 2.

3 16.




Gz )
16. Unbelefand the Fear of Man are
at the bottom of our Heart, and with
thefe fpecious and plaufible fayings we
excufe our felves: And tho’ we are
neither Hot nor Cold, but lukewarm,
and thro’ our Fear of -Man, let all
things lye in the greatelt Diforder
and Confufion; we would fain be
look’d upon as if we obferyed the Gold-
en mean, and were careful in all things,
to preferve a true Temparature and
due Moderation. -
XV.

Furthermore, the Prieftly Funétion of
Chriftians is but little known s and how
in virtue of the fame, every Believer
hath not only Power, but is even obli-
ged to fhew his Neighbour the right
way, when he fees him wander in Er-
ror~or Vice. Henceit is, thatthofe
who are not engaged in the publick
Teaching-Office, excufe themfelves,
fhifting this Duty from one to another,
when their Neighbour fhonld be admo-
nifhed and reproved 3 which in Truth

‘is nothing - elfe but an Hypocritical

Fear of Man, which commonly makes
People {peak as follows : Why, what s 1
to me? I am no Preacher, nor cver
took the Care of Souls -upon me. I am
uone of his Tuiors mor Mafter of the Fa-

Lk mily,
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#nily. Let them look to their Duty and
Charge. Yea fome that are Minifters
think that theyhave found a good Ex-
cufe for themfelves in faying, 7 am not
bis Father Confeffor, and’tis no bufinefs of
anine t0 take care for bis Sonl. To which
may be added that wicked diftin&ion,
which we derive from Popery, where-
by thofe that are Preachers,or defigned
for that Office, are called Spiritual Men,
and therefl of People,Lay-men ; where-
as indeed all true -Chriftians, be they
in what ftate they will, muft be fpiri-
tually minded, as St Paul teacheth,
1 Cor. 3. 16,  Know ye wmot that ye
are the Temple of God, andthar the Spi-
rit of God dwelleth in you. And Rom.
8. 9. But yec arenot in the Flefh, but in
#he Spirity if fo be that the Spirit of God
dwell in You. DNow z'f:my Man bave not
the Spirit of Chrift, he is none of his. And
Verfe 14.For asmany as are led by the Spirse
of God,they are the Sons of God. But we don’t
think of this, and fearcely know, what
the Name of_ Chriftian imports, »sz. one
anointed with the Spirit of Chrift;
therefore we think our felves fuffici-
ently excufed, when we can fay: 1
am a Layicky and 5o Spiritual Man. 1t
is not to be exprefled, what horrid
Mifchief this wicked diftinétion is the

i cavie
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caufe of, and what deep Root it hath
taken in Mens Minds : infomuch that
the Deyil himfelf could hardly have

“ found out a better way to perfwade
_ People, that one is not as much bound

as another, exaétly to order his Life in
all things according to the Rule of
God’s Word. Accordingly Satan fails
not, prefently to fhew his claws, when-
ever this Spiritual Prieftly Office, com-
mended to all Chriftidns, is earneftly
prefled and inculcated. Thou shals in
any wife*rebuke thy Neighbonr, and not
Juffer fin upon bim, {ays God, Leviticus
I9. 17. not to the Teachers alone,
but to all in general. Thou canft not
therefore but acknowledge, that the
Commandments were given as well to
thee, as to Teachers : And that thou
art bound to obferve all the Rules of
Chrift as well as they, altho’ this does
not take away the particular Duty of
each in their feveral Stations.
XVI.

Every whit as abfurd and  frivolous
is the Excufe which many alledge from
their outward State and Condition,
when they fay: The Place I am: in, re-
guives it of me. Many will fay, 7 take
70 delight in thefe Panities, in Rich Cloaths,
s Banguets, n Dancing, in Plays and

E 2 © Opee
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Operd’sy and the like. . But Imuft doit,
my State and Quality obliges me to ir. |
If I should #ot do it, others wonld take an |
opportunity to do worfe: *Tis bereer there- |
fore, that I prevens more Wickedne[s by
my Prefence. This'is one of the Fruits
of our Modern Political Chriftianity;
but if we bringit to the Standard of *|
Apoftolical Chriftianity, it will be moft
convincingly evident, that it is altoges |
ther inconfiftent with the Truth, as it ’
is in Jefus Chrift, The World excu- |
fes all with this wretched fhift., ' Tolz- |
zir_abufus, manear ufus. © Take away |
¢the abufe of things, but let the right |
. *Ufe continve., The true Children of, f
God, who are Crucified to the World,
and the World to them, cannot find |
the leaft true vfe in thefe things ; but |
Plainly difcern, that by them Satanen- |
fnares the World flill more and more, |
and makes his Service more agrecable® |
by means of thefe pleafant Baits, and |
under the fair pretext, that they are
things indifferent, that may lawfully
be ufed, he engageth them to be his
avowed Votaries. When the true Chil-
dren of God would avoid or prevent
any Evil, they have no need of the
Devil’s Rattles and Puppet. fhews; but
fly to their God, and commit them-
: {elves
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felves to his holy Direction in Faith
and confidence of his Afliftance; and by
raifing themfelves into the Patience
and Long-fuftering of God, they en-
dure, what they camnot prevent. They

. enjoy the neceflary Nourifhment and

refrefhing of their Bodies for no other °
end, but to fpend the ftrength they
receive thereby in humble acknowledg-
ment and Child-like Thanl\fulnel"s and.
to rencw the Vigour of Soul and Bo-
dy for the Service of their Neigfi-
bours,

CHAP. VI

Of.the Means whereby we may
be delivered from the Fear of
Man:

JHE firft and moft neceflary means
to calt offthis Fear of Man, is

" a conftant and earneft Endeavour to

free our felves from the moft dange-
rous Deceitfulnefs of our own Hearts.
Nothing is more mifchievous,or proves
a greater hindrance to a Man’s Salva-
tion; than that falfe Conceit, when a

E 3 Man
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Man fancieth himfelf to be already a
good Chriftian, and a&ually in the
State of Grace, and confequently has
no more need of Repertance and the
firft Converfion to God. This falfe
and moft dangerous opinion is, alas!
but too commonly entertained by the
greateft part even of Proteftants them-
felves, who are not a little encouraged
and fortified thercin by unconverted
Minifters : For by them they areall,
without any diftin&ion, called beloved
Brethren in Chrift 5 they are all ab-
folved from their Sins, admitted to
the Holy Sacrament, and after Death
declared happy and Blefled. For this
#=afon it is the moft difficult Task ofa
Minifter, firft to convince People from
the Word of God, that they have not
yet attained to true Converfion, ~and
that they muft pafs overinto a quite
different ftate from what they are in,
if fo be they defire to enter into the
Kingdom of God. Now wheén this
falfe Conceit is entertained by Mini-
fters alfo, and they fancy themfelves
already Converted, tho’ indeed they
are not (the greateft part of them
having never tafted and experienced in
themielves the true Converfion of the
Heart to God ) then this falfe perfwa-

fion
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fion proves {till more dangerous. For
a Minifter is not eafily removed from:
this Opinion : for having taken upon
him to diret others in the way to
Heaven, hé prefuppofes it as a moft
certain Truth, that he is enlightned
by the Holy Ghoft; and that being a
Spiritual Man he muft needs have ad-
mittance to Heaven before others. But
becaufe he fees but little difference;
(if any at all) betwixt himfelf and his
Auditors, and knoweth nothing of a
thorough Change of Heart, he takes
them all for true Chriftians, and like @
Blind Pharifee, reproaches nothing bug
outward Vices, his owninward part be-
ing not yet cleanfed by the Spirit of
God, and confequently neither is he:
acquainted with the difference between
the-Law and the Gofpel, nor how to
make a right application of both, fo as
to awaken People thereby out of their
flumber, “and to bring them:over from:
their Falfe and Imaginary Faith, to &
True living Faith,that works by Love.
And by means of thefe Unconverted:
and Ignorant Minifters, whole Parifhes,,
Cities and Countries, are confirmed in.
their carnal fecurity. Now when God
is pleafed to fend forth faithful Wit-
nefles of his Truth, who begin to a-
E 4 waken:
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waken.People out of their Sleep of
Sin; then the Devil is very bufy to
keep them Captives to the Fear of Man,
fo that one feareth this, another that,
and refufe to arife from their fleep of
Sin: And now the long accuftomed
carnal fecurity joyning with this Fear
of Man choaks the Truth of God in
the Heart, that it cannot break forth
with Power. The ‘beft Advice, that
can be given to a Man in this cafe, is,
that he thoroughly fearch and enquire
into his own ftate and Condition, ac-
cording to the Word of God, that he
may not delude himfelf by a vain Con-
ceit, hoping always the beft of himfelf,
but may come to a full affurance of the
ftate of his Soul, the Spirit of God
alfo bearing him Witnefs, that he is
in Truth a Child of God. For aslong
asa Man is unwilling to part with
his darling felf-love, and to take the
Pains to fearch into the bottom of his
Heart, it is impoflibte for him, to be
rid of the Fear of Man: Nay he will
. not be able to make a right ufe of any
means at all that may be offered him,
For in this cafe the power of the Ho-
ly Ghott is abfolutely neceffary, which
is “obtained inour true Converfionto
God ; for otherwifc a Man will never

: get
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get fo far as in all his a&tions to eye God,
and difcharge his Duty without the
leaft Fear of Man. But how can this
be done ? No other way but by hum-
ble and ‘continual Prayer to our infi-
nitely gracious God and Heavenly Fa-
ther, that he would be pleafed to open
the Eyes of many,to acknowledge their
own Mifery, and to turn themfelves
from the bottom of their Heatt unto
God, that fo they may learn to draw
Strength ont of the fulnefs of Chrift, to
ferve God without fear in Folinefs and
Righteonfnefs, which is acceptable unto higt.
Luk. 1. 74, 75.

And forafmuch as the want of Self-
denial is one of the chief Caufes of the.
Fear of Man it will be therefore ab-
folutely neceflary,inorder to our fubdu-
ing ofthis Viee,to endeavourafter a rrue
Jelfdenyingframeof Spirit:For aslongaswe
fear the lofs or decay of our Honour and
Efteem in the World, of our Goods
or Eafe, fo long we fhall be loath, by
our clofe following the Steps of our
Lord, to incur the difpleafure and dif-
refpe&t of Men. But when we are once:
convinced, that Godlinefs with Content-
ment is the greateft gain; when we feek:
no.other Hopour but what comes from

Es God,
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God, nor any pleafure befides that of
doing his Will, we fhall find it an ea-
fy matter to overcome the awe of
Men, and with undauntednefs to con-
fefs the Truth both in Word and Deed.
Our Saviours Maxim is of unchangea-
ble and indubitable Truth, Luk. x4.
33. Whofoever doth not venounce all be
hath, cannor be my Difciple.
HI:

He that would enter into a thorough
felf-denying Life, and fo free himfelf
from the Fear of Man, muft often fet
before his Eyes the Panity,land even
Nothingnels of this Tranfitery World.
For whilfta Man overvalues the Ho-
nour, the Riches, and Pleafures of this
World, it is impoflible to deny himfelf
in them. Butas foon as he begins to
difcern, that all this while he-hath'beéen.
10 purfuit.of an Idic Drcam and Vanifh-
ang Shadow, he is alhamed of himfelf,
and looksout for fomething more wor-
thy and- durable. To this end it will
be of great lfe to imprint in our
Hearts the following Texts of Scri.
ptare: A for 2den, bis Days are as
Grafs 5 as a Flower of the fisld Jo he flou-
rifheth.  For the Wird paffith over ir,
#nd it is gome, and. the place. thereof [hall
know >t na migre, . But the Mdercy of God
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3 from everlafling to everlafting upor them
that fear bim : and - bis righteoufne[s wnto-
childven’s children. Pfalm. 103. V. 1§,
16, 17.  All flefhisgrafs, and all the good=,
linefs thereof is as the flower of the ficld.
The grafs withercth,. the flower fadeth, be=
canfe the Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it,
Ia. 40.v. 6, 7. TheWorld pafferh away,
and the lust thereof 5 but be that doth the
will of God, abideth for ever. 1 John 2.
v. 17. The rich fhall pafs away as the
flower of grafs. For the Sunis no [ooner
vifen with a burning heat, but it withererh
the grafs, and the flower thereof falleth,

 andthe grace of the fashion of it perisheth i

fo alfo shall the rich man fade away in bis
ways. James 1. V. 10, 1T. What hath
Pride profited n$? or what good hath Riches:
and the vanuting show of it brought us2

N thefe things are paffed.away like a Sha-
dow, and as a Poft that baftcd by, As a
Ship that pa [[erh over the waves of the wa-
ser, which when it is gone by, the trace
thereof cannot be found, meiticr the way of,
the keel in the Waves. Wifddm of Solo-
mon, Chap 5. v.8,9,10. Wiat Red-
{on therefore hath any one to fear Man.
upon the account of fuch vain and fa-
ding Things 2

1V
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V.

It will be needful alfo to have contin:
hally before our Eyes he Nothingnels and
Vanity of Man bimfelf, that we may not
be afraid of their terrour, neither be trou-
. bled, but” fanctific the Lord God in our
£eart. 1Pet,3.v.14, 15.  Swurely Men
of low degree are vanity, and Men of bigh

degrecare alie: to be laid i the balance,
 #hey are altogether lighter than Vanity it-
felf : thatis, as Luther adds, be that puts
bis tiust in Meny will fail of bis hopes 5
Jor let them be never fo great, yet they are
SEll but as nothing and vanityy and as they
sisemfelves must fail, fo they will fail thofe
that exped belp from them, Pfalm 62, v.
X0. Lord make me know wmine endy and
the meafure of my days, what time Ihave
20 Lve.  Behold thou haft made my days as
an hand breadsh, and wine 4ge is as nothin
before thee: Verily cvery Man at his befp
ftate is altogerher Fanity. Selah, Surel
every Man walkesh in a vain [hew Surely
they are difqrieted in vain: be heapeth up
Kiches, and knoweth not who shafl Zather
them, Pfalm 39. v, 45 55 6. When a
Man from thefe and other Texts of
Scripture duly confidered and ponder-
ed in his Heart is convinced of 1i%.own
and other Mens Nothingnefs and Va-
Rity, then he will find no Cayfe to fear
T == thelg
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them, but will fay with David,, Pfalm
27. 1. The Lord is my light and my [alva-
tion, whom shall I fear ? The Lord is the
ferength of my life, of whom shall Ithen
be afraid? &c. When a Man comes hi-
ther, he will no more make account of
this Life, nor be afraid-of Men for the
Maintenance of it.
V.

The frequent and ferious Confidera-
tion of the Pre-emincnce of Heavenly, Dis
vine and Everlafting Things,will alfo not
a lictle contribute towards an intire

Conqueft over the Fear of Man. For

as by this Means our Hearts are moft
powerfully withdrawn from the Love
of Temporal and Earthly Things, foas
10 longer to look at the things that are Vi-
[ible and Temporal, but at thofe which are
invifible and eternal.  So it will make all
the Fear and Awe we had for thofe,
who at their worft can but damage usin
Temporals, to vanith and difappear.
What we value not,neither are we afraid
to lofe : but we never ceafe valving a
Thing, till we get a fight of better and
more glorious Objects. He that hath
continually in his Eye the glorions Maje-

Sy of the Almighty Creatour of Heaven

and Earth, looks down upon Men as
weak and pitiful things, how high z:ind
% ae
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dazling foever they appear’d to himbe-
fore. Here we learn to obey the Com=
mand of our Lord Jefus, who faith,
Matth. 10. 28. Fear nor them that kill
the Body, but are not able to kill the Soul :
but rather fear bim, who-is able to deffroy
both Soul and Body in Hell. He that is
transformed into'a Heavenly Frame of
Life, bath his Converfation in Heaven,
and [ets his Affeclions on things above, and
not on, things of the Earth, how fhould
he fear Men, who neither by Slight nor
Might can put him by his ultimate End ?
The hurt,Men do themfelves by diftra-
éting their Minds about the Concerns of
this temporal Life, and but feldom or
never fufliciently applying them-to the
Life Eternal, and the ineftimable Trea-
fures of it, is altogether vnutterable.
What was the main Reafon, why the
Primitive Chriftians were {o* far e-
franged from all Fear of Man, that they
. joyfully embraced Martyrdom, and even
ran to meet it, but becaufe their Minds
were fixed upon the future Eternal Glo-
ry after this Life, and had all the Pow-
ers of their Souls already drawn.vpin-
to.it
VL ’
The faithful Champions of Chrift
have found: this alfo a certain and fure
: e ~° ~Means.
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Means to Conquer the Fear of Man,
viz. to plunge themfelves immediately
into the Meditation of the bitter Paffion of
our Lord Fefus Chrift, as foon as they
found themfelves under any Temptati-
onto it.” It was this AntidoteSt. Peter
prefcribed to Believersagainft the Fear
of Man in the firft Epift. Chap. 4. v.12,,
13, Beloved, think it not flrange consern=
ang the fiery tryal, which is to try youn, as
though fome ftrange thing happencd unto
yous bat rejoyce in as much as ye are par=
takers of Chrift’s [ufferings s that when his- .
Glory fhallbe revealed, ye may be glad al-
fo with exceeding joy. And the Exhor-
tation, Heb. 12. v. 3. recommends the
fame Remedy tous: Confider him that
endured [uch contradittions of Sinners a=
gainft bimfelf, left ye be wearied and faint
in: your minds. And in the 4th Chap. of
the 2d. Epift. to the Corinth. he faith:
We always bear abont in the Body the dying
of the Lord Fefus, that the Life alfo of Fe-
Jus might bemade manifeft in our mortal
body.  This isthe true Propheticai and
Apoftolical Mind, which few do appre-
hend ; but they that apprehend and
have it, tread ‘in their Footfteps, and
declaré themfelves Servants of the Li-
ving God in true chearfulnefs of Faith.
Xhey are novafraid of theserrour of, Mans

#ein
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ucither are they troubled, but [antifie the
Lord God in their hearts, 1 Pet. 2. V. 14.
O. Lord help and affift us by thy mighty
Power to attain to that Degree, that
we may from the bottom of our Hearts
fay with St. Paul : We determine not to
know any thing fave Fefus Chrift, andhim
crucified, 1 Cor. 2, . 2.

VII.

In this confifts the whole A4y ffery of the
Crofs,which is the Wifdom St. Panl declared
among them that are perfeét : yet not the
Wifdom of  this World, nor of the_Princes
of this World, that.come to nonght; bus
- the Wifdom of God in a Myfiery, even the
hidden Wifdom, which God ordzined before
the World unto onr Glory, 1 Cer. 2.v.6,7.
He that begins to be a' proficient in this
hidden Wifdom, will find the Fear of
Man vanifhing of itfelf. Why do we
fear Men? for no other Reafon, but be-
caufe we are afraid of the Crofs. And
why do we fear the Crofs? becaufe we
underftand-not the infinite Good, that
lies hid in it ; even becaufe we do nbt
apprehend, that fince the Fall whatever
is good, muft be born again, and arife
to us throvgh and from the Crofs. .

VII.

More efpecially would it be found an

eafy thing for vs to overcome the ,Fea;
0
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of Man, if we ferioufly confidered,
what a mighty Reward is annexed to
the denial of this Temporal Life and
Goods, and the chearful taking up of
the Crofs. Chrift tells us: Ewvery one
that for[aketh boufes, or brethren, or fifrersy
or father, or mother, or wifey or children,
or lands for my namc’s [ake, fhall receive
an hundred fold, and [hall inberit everlaff-
ing life, Matth, §. v. Xo, 11,12. Blefed
are they that are perfecuted for Righteon frefs
fake: “fortheirs is the kingdom of Heavem
Bleffed are ye, when Men (hall revite yait,
and perfecute you, and [hall [ay all manncr
of evil againft you falfly for my [ake. Re-
joyce and be exceeding glad : ( Rejojce you

| . 10 that day and leap for foy, Luke 6. V.

22.) for great is your reward in Heaven,
Pfalm. 126. v. 5, 6. They that fowlin
tears, fhall reap in joy. He that goeth
forth and weepeth, bearing precsons feed,
{hall doubrlefs come again with rejoycings
bringing his (heaves with bim, 2 Cor. 4.
17, 18, - For our light affliction, which is
but for a momenty worketh for us a far.nore
exceeding and eternal weight of glorys while
we look not at the things that are [een, but
at the things that are ot feen.  And who
is able to enumerate all the glorious Proz
gnifes of God, that are made to. the will
ing taking up the Crofs of Chrift ¢ i
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IX.

The want alfo of duly confidering
the feveral degrees of Clarity and Glory,
which fhall be revealed in the Children
of God, doth net a little conduce to
the detaining of Men in fubje&tion of
the Fear of Man. For even the far great-
eft part of Men are funke into fo much
Ignorance, that they fcarcely remems-
ber ever to have heard of it, Where-
as if they lived in the Knowledge and
Belief of it, they wounld with much
imore eafe rid themfelves of this flavifk
Fear. Of this Jofes had a View when
he Eftoemed the Reproach of Christ, far
greater Riches than the Treafures of &=
&ypt 5 Jor be badvefpet unto the recome= .
pence of the Reward, Wherefore alfobe for= |
Jook e Lgypt, not fearing the Wrath of the
King, Heb. 11. 26, 27. Thofe Be-
lievers alfo mentioned Feb. tr1. 35,
had the fame Object before them, who
would not accept of deliverance, that they
might obtain a better Refurrettion,. What
can be conceived more glorious, than
to be a Bride of the Lamb, which
Fands ar bis vight hand in Gold of Ophir?
Plal. 45. 10. AGlory never affigned to a-
ny of the Angels themfelves, This
moft precious Gold is nothing elfe but
our Faith, which after we have been
ex6r-
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exercifed heve in heavinefs for Seafon,
throngh manifold Temptations,being much
more precions than the Gold that perifhethy
which is tried in the Fire, may be fonnd
wunto Praife, and Fonour, and Glory, at
the appearing of Fefus Chrift, 1. Pel. I.
6, 7. None therefore can arrive at
the Glory of being called the Dove and
Bride of Chrift, but they that pafs this
Tryal of the Crofs, and overcome all
in Jefus Chrift. For to him thatover-
comerh, faith he himfelf, will I grant to
fit with me inmy Throne, even as 1 al-
fo overcame and am [et down with my Fa-
ther in his Throne, Rev. 3. 2t. To be
made wholly conformable to Chrift,
in his Crofs and Sufferings, is the moft
glorious Conformity, the confequence
whereof will be the higheft Conformity
with him in his Glory and Eternal
- Clarity.  He that hath this imprinted
in his Mind, fpeaks heartily with St.
Paul, Rom. 8. 35,--39. Who [hall [eparate
35 from the Love of Chrift? [hall Tribu=
lation, or Diftrefs, or Perfecution,or Fa-
wine, or Nakednefs, or Peril,or Sword ¢
Asit is written, for thy [akewe are killed
all the Day long , we are accounted as Sheep
for the Si;zugfat?r: Nay in all thefe things
We are more than Conquerors, through bits
that loved us.  For I am perfwaded, fllaﬂt
- neither
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westher Death, nor -Life, nor Angels, nor

Principalities, nor Powers, nor things pre=|

fent, nor things to come, noy Heighth, nor
Depth, nor any other Creature, (hallbe able
10 [eparate w: from the Love of G od, whick
is in Chrift Fefus onr Lord,

X.

Neither is the frequent veprefenting to
our [elves, of thofe Couragions and Faith-
ful - Champions of Chriff, mentioned in
the Scripture, as well” as other Hifto-
1ies, of lefs avail towards the ftrengthe-
€ning of our Faith. = This was the way
St. Paultook to excite the Hebrews, who
were. weak in Faith, in the 1125 Chap-

ter of ‘his Epiftle to them, which bes

ing an Excellent Abfirat of the whole Old
Teftament, ought to be more efpecially
pondered by wus, and applied for the
ftrengthening - of ‘our Faith in all onte
ward and inward Temptations. S¢.
Panl alflo takes notice in his Epiftle
to the Philippians, Chap. 1. V. 14. That
many .of the Brethren waxing confident by
his Bonds, bad been much more bold 1
Jpeak the Word without Fear. The Hifto-
ries likewife of the Primitive as well
as later Martyrs, were they more at-
tentively confidered, would contribute
much towards our attainment of the
erue chearfulnefs of Faith. Martin Ii;ur

ther
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ther gave upon a time this Advice to
his Friend Ferome Weller, when he faw
him forrowful and much dejeced,
which moved him to make a Collection
out of the Hiftories of the Martyrs
for his own Ufe and Edification, as ap-
pears from his fmall Treatife, Printed
in the Year 1697, and-Reprinted 4zo.
1700, under the Title of The School of
the Crofs. Neither are the Modern
Perfecutions lefs Remarkablé¢ than thofe
of Old, and it is a blame-worthy neg=
| ligence and- want of Love, that they
| are fo little minded. “What Brouffon
and others have written concerning
the late Perfecutions in France, may
prove very beneficial and improving
to an underftanding Reader. More
efpecially the Example ‘of Luther and his
oft exprefled Couragioufnefsof Faith,
ought to be a great encouragenient to-
wards the Conguering ofall Fear of
Man, if not to others, at leaft to them
that call themf€lves after his Name.
XI.

But forafmuch as the ftrength of
Man is not fufficient to bring this a=
, bout, it is neceflary for every one to
| apply himfelf to God in earneft Pray-
er, that he would be pleafed gracioufly
to vougchfafe vnto him his holy Spirit,

s : which
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which is wot @ Spirit of Fear, but of
Power, and of Love, and of a found Mind,
2 Tim. 1. 7. And this is not of us,
but the free Gift of God, which Gift he
is moft ready to impart to thofe that
pray for it. Let us ask therefore, that
we may receive. Neither muft we on-
1y pray for this Gift, but more efpeci-
ally at fuch times, when we are cal-
led forth to attany thing, that requires
the Power of Faith, we ought to do-
nothing according to our own Conceit
and A pprehenfion, but in the firft place
fay it open before God in Prayer, and
then fet upon it Armed and well ap-
pointed with the whole Armour of God.
Above all, faith St. Paul, Eph. 6. 16.
X7, 18. taking the Shield of Faith, wheve=
with ye shall be able to quench all the fiery
darts of the Wicked ;, and take the Helmet
of Salvation, and the Sword of the Spirit,
which'is the Word of God: Praying always
with all Prayer and Supplication in the
Spivit s and Wartching thereunto with all
Perfeverance and Supplication for all Saints.
Of this we have a notable inftance in
Facob, Gen. 32. how refolutely he wref?-
ied with God, when he was afraid of his
Brother Efan. Let us thereforein like
manner wreftle with God, and theFear

of Man will foon vanifh, and we fh?)ll
' g
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‘be Blefled with Facob, and fo become
the true Ifrael of God, who enjoy the Blef~
ing of Peace and Zi/f;:fcy, Gal. 6. 16.
: C11.
And as on the contrary thischears
fulnefs of Faithis greatly obftruéted,
and the Fear of Man confirmed and

encreafed, when we confils with Flesh
and Blood, or with other Fearful Men;

we ought either wholly to forfake fuch
Perfons,and avoid all Converfation with
them, orto ule it with great Caution
and Circum{pection, for fear of being
involved ‘in their fearfulnefs. There
are many that take conrage in God to
undertake this or the other thing in
Faith; but whilft they do not with St.
Paulfet about it immediately without
conferring with Flefh and Blood, when
he was to Preach Chrift among the
Heathen; but firft take the Advice of -
this or another Friend, who reprefent:
the thing doubtful and hazardous, they
quit their Defign,and ftifle the Gift of

‘God that was in them .Indeed it is not

to be exprefled, how much Good by
this means is hindred, ftified, and left
undone. It is Praife-worthy not to
rely too miuch upon our own Prudence,
but to take the Advice of Experienced
Perfons alfo into confideration: But

i with
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withall we muft be wife and prudent,
left ‘we fall into the other Extream,
of being toffed and rocked with every
Wind of Dottrine : For itis a good thing
that the Heart be eftablifhed, which fta-

bilicy indeed, is obtained by Faith, but

itiseafily loft again by the talk of thofe,
that have but little Faith, as appears
in the inftance of the Children of
Ifrael mentioned IVumb, 13. 32. and

T4t X
XIIL
Becaufe the Apoftles of our Lord
were fo fenfible of the great damage,
which accrues to Men by their confer-
ring with Flefh and Blood, they them-
felves did not only carefully avoid it,
(Gal. ‘1. 16.) but warned others alfo
againft it : and though they were not
wanting to fet before them & whole
Clond of Witneffes, by whofe Example
they might be effetvally excited to a
chearful and couragious Faith 5 yet they
chiefly pointed them to Chrift, 25 the
Beginner and Finifher of owr Faith, Heb.
12. 2. And it is very Empbatical,
what he adds, Ver. 3. Confider bim thas
endured [uch contradittion of Sinners againft
bimfelf, left ye be wearied and Fant in
your Minds. Where the meaning of the
Word in the Greek Text is prope?y
this
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this, make a Comparifon, viz. betwixt
that which Chrif§ bath fuffered, and
what ye fuffer; onfider what a Pro-
portion and Analogy there is ‘betwixt
thefe two: For fure it is, in cafe yon
refolve to be his, true Followers,you
mulft refift unto Blood, ftriving again{t
Sin. This was it that fo powerfully
encouraged and Strengthened St. Pax/
to expofe himfelf to all manner of fuf-
ferings for the Name of Chrift, with-
out any regard to the Fear of Man.
For the A4ark he had always in his
Eye was, to know Christ and the Power
of bis Refurrection, and the Fellowship of his
Sufferings, being made conformable unto bis
Death 5 if by any means he might attain
unto the Refurvettion of the Dead, Phil,
3. 10, 11. And 2 Tim. 2. 8, 9. .he
faith, Remember that Fefus Chrift, of the
Seed of David, was raifed from the Dead,
according to my Gofpel :  Wherein I Juf-
fer trouble as an Evil-doer, cven wnto
Bonds:, but the Word of God is not Bourid.
And St. Peter, Epilt: 2. 20, 21. from
the fame ground faith, 7f whenye do wel’
and [uffer for it, ye take it paticntly, this
15 acceptable with God: For evon berenr-
20 were ye called ; becanfe Christ alfo [uf-
Jered  for us, leaving us an  Exam-
pleythat we shou'd follow bis Steps,  Thus

: : F Mofes




(-98)
“Molfes alfo Efteemed the Reproach of Christ
greater Riches than ghe Treafures of e/-
oypt, not fearing the Wrath of the King,
for be endured, as feeing bim who isinvi=
fible, Heb. 11. 26, 27. - Chrift him-
felf likewife giveth the fame Inftruéti-
.on to his Difciples, Job. 15. 18. If the
World hatelyon, ye kuow that it hated me,
before it bated you: And Verfe 20,
Remember the Word, that I [aid unto you.:
The Servant is not greater than the Lord,
If they bave Perfecuted me,they will alfo
perfecnte you.: If they have keptmy [aying,
zhey will keep yours alfo.  And inhis laft
#farewel he encourageth them with his
continual Prefence, than which nothing

could more powerfully comfortand raife -

their Spirits; Lo, faith he, 7 am with you
alway, even unto the End of the World,
Matth. 28. 20. Wherefore if any Man
would in good earneft be rid of the
Fear of Man, let him “Eye continnally

the Example and Image of Christ, and |

know affuredly, that he cannot be hap-
pier in this;World, than when he com-
ethup to the neareft Conformity with
the Image of his Suffering and Cruci-
fied' Lord. And if his Love to Chrift
be fincere, it will kindle in his Heart
an ardent Deflire to be made like un-
o his Image, which defire then, will
' : difpel

|
(
|
|
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difpel all the Fear of Man, becanfe it
makes the Crofs, whichis /o bitter unto
the Flesh, fweet and delightful unto the Spi-
rit 3 by which means the Spirit gains a
compleat Viftory over theFearfulnefs
of the Flefh, fo that it can no more hin-

1% ALl
1

der him to drink moft willingly th

Cup, his Saviour hath appointed fo
him. - Nay, St. ‘Paul affuretli vs, that

(9}

3

a_Man. nor only overcomes thereby, but
. . :
that he is even more than_a Conquerorsin=

timating,that by this Viftory he obtains
an inconceivable Advantage over all
the -Sufferings, which can befal him
for the Gofpels fake, ' And to this pur-
pofe-he enumerates thofe feven Calami-
ties,which may happen to a true Child of
God, Rom. 8. 35. Who shall [eparate us
from the Love of God: shall Tribulation,
o7 Diftvefs, ‘or “Perfecution, or” Faniine, or
WNakodnefs, or Perily or Sword? and
hereupon he adds, Ver. 37. Nayin alt
thefe things we arc more than Conquerors
through bim that Loved us. Neither doth
he ftop here,but exprefleth the undaunt-
ed chearfulnefs of his Heart in Ghrift
yet more Emphatically, Ver. 38, 309,
Eor I am perfwaded, that neither Death
uor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities,
207 Powers, nor things Profent, nor things

%0 Comeynor Huighty nor Depth, nor any

Faz other
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¢her Creature, shall ‘be able to feparate
a5 [rom the Love of God,which is in Christ
Fefus our Lord. Let us, Dear Brethren,
in-like manner,as the firft Fruits of the
Aord, prefs in Spirit into the living
and powerful Fellowfhip of Chrift Jefus,
40 that we may live no -more, but that he
tnay live in us, and the Lifc which we now
dive in the flesh, we may live by the Faith

of the Son of God, who loved us, and gave'

bimfelf for .us, Gal. 2, 20, Thus all
Fear of Man will foon vanifh out of
‘our Hearts,“and the joyful Spirit of
Lhrift Jefus will fill up the Room it
Jad there, and make us grow in
Strength, comfort and encourage usin
all our Combats, and afford us con-
zinval Viétory.
XIV.

Now forafmuch as Jefus Chrift him-
felf is he, that moft certainly can deli-
ver us from all Fear of Man,and Clothe
us with his Power, fo as that, tho’ we
‘be aflaulted by.it, yet we fhall notwith-

- Itanding get the ViGory over it & So
wone can teach -us better;how and by
what means we muft ftrive and fight a-
gainft the Temptations of this Fearful-
nefs than he himfelf. And this he hath
done moft faithfully, efpecially in the
datter part of his State of Humiliation,

S 2 when
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when in his laft Difcour(e he was pleafed
to comfort and raife the Spirits of his
forrowful Difciples; fo that every
one that is plagued with the Fear of
Man, will find a moft eftetnal Medi-
cine againft it in the 13th, 14#h, 14th,
16th, and 17¢h Chapters of St. Fobn's
Gofpel, if we would but read and
confider them with due application, ac-
companied with hearty Prayer and Sup~
plication to.God. Now the princi-
pal Point infifted vpon in thefe Chap-
ters, is Chriff’s Promife of [ending the Ho~
ly Ghoft to his Difciples, whom alfo he
calleth the Comforter, becaufe he drives
all Fear of Man out of.the Heart, fil-
ling and overflowing the fante with a
Stream of Life and Power (Which no
rational grounds of comfort canafford,
tho’ they may convince our under-
ftanding) Therefore he that would
be a Diftiple of Chrift in Truth and
good Earnpeft, hath nothing elfe to do,
but with full aflurance to accept of and
to rely upon this his Promife, and with
a filial Freedom and Confidence pray
to Chrift, that he would powerfully
make good the faid Promife to him:
This was it, to which St. Paxl directed
Timothy 2 Epiftle Chap. 1. 7, 8. God
bath not given us the Spirit of Fear, but of

: 3 Power,
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Power, and of Love, and of a found Mind.
Be not thon therefore afbamed of the Tefti=
wony of our Lord, nor of me his Prifoner s
But be thon partaker of the Afflictionsof |
the Gofpel according to the Power of God, |
St. Perer alfo teftifies, Ep. 4. 13, 14, |
that when we are partakers of Chriff’s |
Sufferings, and willingly bear  Reproach |
for bis Names [ake, the Spirit of Glory
and of God refleth npon us.  And fince |
Chrift himfelf draws fo near unto
Man in his Sofferings, that he thereby
becometh «Tabernacle or Habitation of
God, vpon'which the Glory of God reft-
eth, yea which is filled with the Spi-
rit*of Glory and of God,fhould he not
be powerfully  moved thereby, when
he lyes under the temptation of the
Fear of Man, willingly to give up hint-
{elf to the Crofs, as believing, that the
Power of Fefus Chrift will be perfected in ‘
bis Weakne[st And what afurpaffing com- |
fort isit,that the fame Holy Spirit alfobelp- |
ethour Infirmities 5 that whereas we know l
not what we [hould Pray for , as we onght, |
#he Spirit it [elf maketh Interceffion formw |
with Groans that cannot be uttered! That |
is, moft powerfully and in a manner
altogether inconceivable by Humane
Reafon,as cur chief Advocate in Heaver
and in the Counfel of the Holy Tri- |
nity,
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‘ nity, bequeathed te wvs by Chrift, as’
long as we continue Orphans in-this®
World, fee Fob. 14. 17, 18, Rom: G

| 26. Nay Christ himfelf, who is at the

{ Right Hand of God, makes alfo interceffi-

on for s, Ver.34.0 that we were throughs=

ly fenfible of the Joy and ‘Pleafure,which
the heartof God taketh in them that feck:
all their  Comfort and Help from him;
grufting in him alone ! How eafie would
it be for us then to get rid of the Fear
of Man, and even blufh for fhame, that
‘1 we_had ever been diverted by it from

any good Undertaking?

XV..
Would webe further infarmed, with
what extraordinary Earneftnefs the
Apoftles endeavoured to-free elery
( one that named the Name of Chrift,
{  from the Fear of Man; or would we
| know,wherewith they ftrengthened,and
| withwhat Weapons they armed them-
felves, as good Soldiers of Jefus Chrift
| againft all Affaults from’ within and
| without, let us read the 6th Chapter of
| St. Pauls Epifile to the Ephcfians,from the
{ * 10th to the 20th Verfe, and follow the
good ‘Advice which St. Paul giveth us
therein : then without doubt this Ene-
my,the Fear of Man,will firlt be conque-
red, and afterwards we fhall bein a rea-
Fa dinels
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dinefsto cut down with the fame Wea-
pons all the reft of our Enemics in the
Name of the Lord. Finally, faith he,
w1y Brethren, be flrong in the Lord, and in
the Power of his Might. Put on the
whole _Armour of God, that ye may be able
20 ftand againft the Wiles of the Dewil,
For we wreftle not againft Flefh and Blood,
but againft Principalities, against Powers,
againft the Rulers of the Darknefs of this
World, againit Spiritual Wickedne[s in
high Places. . Wherefore take unto you the
whole Armour of God, that ye may be a-
ble o withftand in the Evil Day, ard hays
2ug done all to Stand, and gain the Vi-
¢tory, which you will in no ways be
able to obtain by humane Weapons,
viz. natural ‘Wit, Learning, and the
like : Stand therefore, and be not of the
Number of thofe that give way for
fear of their Enemies : having your Loyns
girt abour with Truth, 1fai. 11, 5. that
the knowledge of the Truth, which is
according to Godlinefs, may keep your
Heart and Mind, your Words, Works,
and Affections, within the right bounds,
that ye lofe not your Raiment, and the
fhame of your Nakednefs do not -ap-
pear: dnd having on the Breaft-plate of
Righreonfnefs: To keep your Breaft and

Heart from all unjuft things, giving
' them
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them no inlet into your Soul: Ifai.
§9. 17. And your Feet shod with the
Preparation: That is, the forward Rea-
dinefs and Chearfulnefs of the Spirit of
the. Gofpel of Peace, Ifai. 52. 7. A-
bove all taking the Shield of Faith, as A=
brabam did, Gen. 15. 16. And David,
Plalm o1. 4, 5. Wherewith ye shall be
able to quench all the fiery Darts of the
Wicked: And fo not only the Fear of
Man,but of all the Devils in Hell alfo -
<And take the Helmet of Salvation, Efai,
§9- 17. 1 Thell: 5. 8.: and the Swo-2
of the Spirit which is the Word of God,
Heb. 4. 21.- Apoc. 1. 6. as Chrift

. himfelf did, Maeth, 4. 4, &e. Praying

always with all Prayer dnd Supplication in
the Spirit, Joh 4. 23, 24. and watch-
ing therennto, Matth. 26. 41. with alf
Petfeverance,and Supplication for all S aints,
and for me alfo, that utterance may be gi-
ven unto me, that I may open my Montls
boldly, without any Fear of Man, even
then, when ‘my Life is thereby expo-
fed to apparent danger : To make brown
the Myftery of the Gofpel 5 not to hide
it under a Bufhel for Fear of Men : For
which I'am an .Ambaffador in Bonds, that
therein I may Jpeak boldly as I ought to
[peak, without being baffled or dafh’d
by the Fear'of prefent Death : Is not

B the
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the whole Store-boufe of Divine sdmpn=
nition. opened to us in thefe Words,and
the whole Armour of God prefented to
us, not meerly to gaze upon them, but
to lay hold of, and to put them on,
if we would- not with horror remems-
ber the Words of the Holy Ghoft,
Rev. 21. 7, 8. He that overcometh shall
inherit all tlmzps and I will be his God,
and ke shall ve my Son. Bt the fc:z/ﬂzi
and Unbelicving shall have their part in
the Lake which burneth with F.re and Brime
flone, which is the Second Death. O!
dreadful- Sentence pronounced againft

the Fear of Man, which yet too com- °
monly is looked upon as a very fmall °

Sin, Neither nced we wonder at the
punifhment affigned to this Sin,if we
call to Mind, what before hath been
fid of the manifold hurt and mifchief,,
it caufeth, and the great good that is
hindred by it.
XVL

To this purpefe alfo we fhould call
to mind the Doitrine of the Royal Pricft=
bood of Chriftians, whereof we meet
with fuch glorious Declarations in the
Scripture, and in particular that of:St.

Peter, I Epiﬂ:le Chap. 2..9, 10, 22!

are a chofen Generation, a Royal Priefthood,

& holy Nation,a peculiar People,that ye fhonld

x shew
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shew forth the Praife of him,that hath ¢al-
led you ont of Darknefs into bis Marvel-
lous Lighty which in time paft were not a
People, but are now the People of God
which. bad not - obtained Mercy, but . now
have obtained AMercy. Which words
of St. Peter dire@ us to Exodus Chap.19
34, 35, 36. Where we find thefe empha-
tical Expreflions of God, The Lord called
unto Mofes out of the ' Mountain, [aying:
Thus shalt thou [gy to the Honfe of Facob,
and tell the Children of Ifrael: Ye bave

Jeen what I did unto the Egyptians, and

bow I bare you on Eagles Wings, and
brought you unto my [elf. . Now therefore
if ye will obey my Poice indeed, and kecp
my Covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar
Treafure unto me above all People 3 for
all the Earth is mine. And ye shall be a
Kingdom of Pri¢fts, and an Holy Nation.
Thefe are the Words, which thox shalt [peak
unto the Children of Ifrael.  But becaufe
fome that are Weak in Faith might
object, that thefe Words do not belong
to them, becaufe they were {poken by

- God to ‘Jfracl after the Flefh, therefore

St. Peter points them further to the
2d. Chapter of Aofes,Ver. 23. thercby
informing them, that by Faith they are
become the trne Peculiar People of God,
and have Right to lay claim-to, and to
VIl

e ——




: ( 108)
comfort themfelves with all the glori-
ous Promifes of God with full aﬂ"mance
no lefs than Ifrael after the Flefh. And
now, to what purpofe did God in the
forefaid place make this moft comfort-
able declaration to the Ifraelites ? Was
it not that he might drive all Fear of
Man from their Hearts, and to affure
them, that none, how powerful foever,
fhould be able to hurt them, as long as
they continued faithful to his Covenant,
not by Profeflion only,butin Deed and in
Truth,and yiclded filial obedience to his -
Commands? As they had feen with their
own Eyes, how that all the Power ofthe
o Egyptians was confounded before them:
And therefore - reprefents to them
their - high Eftate and Nobility, that
they are & Prigftly Kingdom, and Holy
People. . Which Promife alfo he made
good to them indeed : for though his
People were the lealt of all Nations,
yet none were able to refift them, as
long as they continued in his Ways.
And hath moreover evidenced by ma-
ny inftances, that the whole World
cannot hurt a Man that relies upon
this his Promife. For he that trufts
in God, doth by this Faith unite bimfelf
10 that degreewith the Power of the living
Go a’,ﬂnd C; cator of Heaven and E m’th} that
tﬂ’f ¢
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therchy he becomes much ftronger than the
whole World, whether vifible or invifible.

This precious Promife of God con-
cerning the Royal Pricfthood of the Saints,
was Confirmed and Sealed by the Death,
and in the Blood of the Son of God, Rev.
I, 5, 6. Jefus Christ, the jmrbﬁzi Wit-
nefs, and the firft bmot en of the Dead,
and the Prince ofthc Kings of the Emtb
hath loved ws, and maﬂwd us from our
Sins in his own Blood, andbath made us
Kings and Priefts unto God and his Fatber.
To bim be Glory and Dominion for ever and
ever. Amen. But who isit that giveth
him the Glory due unto him, but he
that demonftrates himfelf to be one of
thefe Royal Priefts, by cafting off all
the Fear of Man, and fighting the good
fight, rouiuws, lanﬂ’u[ly, according to the
Rules of Combats, that having finished
his ‘courfe, and .Eept the Faith, he may ob=
tain the Crown of k:gbfw;g’ﬂefjj/am the
band of his God. 2-Tim. 2. §. Chap.
4. 7, 8. Does not St Pax! deny this
Royal Crown evento them that firive,
and fo feem in fome fort to conquer
the Fear of Man, but not lawfully ? 1t is
therefore neceflary to break through
in Fdltn, and to give to God the things
that are bis, and 1o Cafar the thirgs that
are Cefars. A Divided Heart is not

at
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at all acceptable unto God, and tho’
he feems often to bear with it in Pati-
ence; . yet no Body ought to abufe the
Divine Forbearance for a Cloak of his
Sloth, Negligence, and want of Faith 3
but rather be the more awakened and
excited thereby, to break through all
Difficulties,in true Chearfulnefs of Faith,
which God is willing to give to all
withcut refpe@t of Perfons. For what
other Reafon has he given fuch great
and precious Promifes to Men, but to
teftifie, how earneftly he delires, that
thofe, who hear and read them, might
thereby be made Partakersof the Divine
Nature, which has no Fellowfhip atall
with the Fear of Man ?

O! how fenfible fhall we be at that
Day, of the horrible Effe@s of this
Sin, when we fhall perceive, what a
glorious Crown, what an heavenly
Kingdom, and unfpeakable Glory we
have loft by it !

Let every one therefore rovze him-
felf;: that in - his Holy Baptifim hath re-
nounced the Devil and:all his Works,
- and has given up and dedicated himflf
to the Service of the Lord of Hofts,
and. ferioufly confider, with how holy
and. high a Aajefly, with-how great a
Morarch, (who indeed is the only Poren-

g 2 tare,)
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tate, ) he hath entrufted his Soul and
Body, to the end he may rid himfelf of
this- foolih and unreafonabic Fear of
Man, and 7o more fear them, which kill
the body, but ave not able tokill the foul:
but vather fear him, which is able to de-
ftroy both [oul and body in Hell Matth. 10,
v.28. Lethim think with himfelt, that
he is not only fecure under the Prote-
&ion of fo greaf a Ring: for he that
dwelleth inthe fecret place of the moff high,
and abides under the shadow of the Almigh-
ty, faith of the Lovrd : He ismy refuge,and

. my fortrefs: my God, inbim will Itraff,

Pfalm or1. v. 1, 2. But let himalfo du-
1y confider, that he is not to fight this
Combat by his own Strength, but that
the Captain of the Lovd’s Hofts, will de-
liver his own Sword to him; arm him
with his own Power, and encourage
him, ashe did joshua, jothuat. v. g, 6,

. 7, 8. Iwill never-leave thee, nor forfake

thee : (Heb. 13.V. 1.) Be firong and of
good Courage, that, thon mayft obferve to
do. according to all the Law, which Mofes
my fervant commanded thee : turn not from.
it to the right band or to the left, that thox
mayft - profper whitherfocver thou  goeff.
For then thou shalt make thy ways profper-
ous (if thon continueft in the keeping
of my Words) and then thon shalt have

: e good
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good Succefs, Have not I commanded thee?
Be jtrong and of good Courage, benot afraid,
neither be thou difmayed, for the Lord thy
God is with thee, witherfoever thos goeft.
Thefe Words were fpoken in particular
to Joshua, who,as » Type of Chrift, was
to conquer the Land of Promife, and put
the Children of Zf74el in Poffeflion of it :
but in as much as it is the Duty of eve-
Iy one of us to overcome the World
by Faith, and to take Pofleflion of. the
trueCanaan,theyastruly concernand are
addreft to us; and therefore we ought
firmly to believe, that thefe Words are
{poken to every one of us, aswellasto
Joshua himfelf.  And for this Reafon,
St. Paul alfo alledgeth them as a general

Promife, Feb. 13. g,
Laitly, letevery one of us confider,
that the only way for us to fecure ta
our felves the Pre-eminence of this Royal
* Priefthood, is to fight manfully the Bat-
tles of the Lord of Hofts, and come
Life, come Death, prefs thorough to
him: So fhall we forger thofe. things
which are bekind, and reach Jforth unto
thofe things which are before, preffing 104
Wards the AMark for the Prize of thehigh
caliing of God in Chrift Fefus, Phil. 3.7v.

13, 14.

XVIL



Crr3 )
XVIIL
In aWord : Al holyWrit from the ke-
Ginning to the end, nay even Heaven and
Earth, and all the Creatures of God,
would prove happy Means to rid us of the
Fear of Man, couldwebehold and confider
them with a believing. Heart. Does not
our Saviour upbraid and reproach our
foolith Fear of Man, by fending us'to
the Sparrows for better Information ?
Matth. 10. v, 29. Are not two Sparrows
fold for @ Farthing ? and oie of thews shall
not fakll on the Ground without your Father.
Nay he dire&s us to the very Hairs of
our Head, faying, But the very Hasvsof
your Head ave all numbred : and from
thence inferrs, v. 31. Fear ye not there=
fore, ye are of more value than many Spar=
rows. He takes the Grafs of the Field
to witnefs againft our little Faith,
Matth. 6. v. 30. and all this to expofe
our horrible Unbelief to Shame and
Confufion, and to reprefent to us in a
clear Light, that a Afan by Faith be-
comes the moft glorions, as by Unbelief the
moft Bafe and Miferable of all Creatures.
~ XVIIL

But becaufe the Heart of Man is fo
deeply funk into Atheifm and denyal of
God : (For what is the Fear of Man,
but a denying of that Majefty, which
alone
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alone can defend and preferve us, fo
as that even in Death it felf, nothing
can hurt us ?) therefore it is-highly
neceflary, that a Man, (how bold and
couragious foever his Nature may be )
renew bimfelf in the Spirit of his Mind,
and daily take his- Nourifhment from
the Word of God: Stir up himfelf
in Prayer, and ftrengthen himfelf with
the Company of other true and faithful
Chriltians, if it may be; fince Chrift
himfelf has promifed to be among,
and to impart his Blefling and Power
to thofe that are gathered together in
his Name, Matth. 18. to fir up the Gift
of God, thatis, the Child-like chear-
ful Spirit always and ‘without Intermif~
fion :) as St. Panl exhorts-his Timo-
thy 2 Epift. Chap. 1. v.6.) even as a
Fire by conftant blowing is kept up to -
a Flame : - to prefs to ftranger Degrees
of Faith, by pondering the precious
Promifes of God, ~ continually to ex-
ercife his Love to his Neighbour, to the’
uttermoft-of his Power, with all fin-
glenels of Heart, whenever God af-
fords him Opportunity; becaufe no--
thing conduceth more to the Growth .
and Increafe of Faith, than continual
Exercife. If he perceives himfelf tobe
naturally inclin’d to Baﬂmfuinestand.

gar= -
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Fearfulnefs,let him with the greater Ear-
neftnefs affault this Enemy, and above
all things make it his Bufinefs to keep a
good and unblameable Confcience, that
his natural Fearfulnefs may not grow
upon him, when his Sword is broken,
and he muft fuffer others to caft this or
the other Mifdemeanor in his Tecth;
that he have a care in the beginning,
not to make himfelf a Slave of other
Men; efpecially of them that are in
high Places, and who can eafily frigh-

. ten him through their Power and Au-
thority ; but behave himfelf always 25"

a faithful Servant of God, in all Ha-
mility and Difcretion. And if in the
beginning he have perhaps fallen fhort;
and been wavering, yet afterwards he
may the more encourage himfelf in God,
thenceforward to obey him more than
Men: not fuffering himfelf any more
to be diverted from this Kingly Refo-
lution and Courage, either by Force
or Subtilty; but continually lifting up
his Head in Chrift, tho’ it were under
the hardeft Combat, and continual
great Poverty of Spirit : that he make
the Glory of God bis End in all he does
or leaves undone, diligently fearching
himfelf, that this Mark be not removed
by the {ubtilty of the Serpent, or ming-

led
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led with wrong Intentions. - For tho’
God be fo Faithful, as not ta faffer us
to be tempted beyond what we are able
to bear ; yet withal ke bash placed us here
i a ftate of Warfare and Fighting, and
10 this End hath himfelf pir Weapons in-
10 our Hands, to the end we may not
be Negligent and Sloathful, but unwea-
tiedly Fight it out, and make the beft
Ufe of our Spirityal Weapons: “and
whenever we perceive a Failure, to
amend the fame prefently, not calting
away our Confidence, but continue Faith-
ful wntilthe End, ~ Blefled is he that thus
holds ont, and ftands his Ground in all
Combats and Affaalts - (Foftr 4.v. 10.)
and even then when the Enemy crys,
I have prevailed againft him: For he
fhall go from Faith 1o Faith, from Strength
10 Strengthy and finally overeome and ift=
berit all in and with C prift,

"CHAP
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Of Chriftian Diferetion, Wifdm and
Prudence, ro be obférved in the
Exercife of traue Chearfulnefs and
Foy in Believing, and that we must
diftinguifl betwixt Faith and Rafb-
nefs.

Hat hath been alledged in the
foregoing Chapter from the

Word of God, concerning the proper
Means to get rid of the Fear' of Man,
and to attain to a true Chriftian Bold-
nefs of Faith, might be thonght fuffici-
ent : But forafmuch as Fleth and Blood
is commonly inclin’d either to exceed
or fall fhort in matter of Duty: foit
may eafily happen, that whilft'a Man
endeavours to avoid the Fear of Man,
he may fall into the contrary Vices of
Rashnefs, Profumption, Inconfideratenefs,
and other fuch like, defpifing othersin
his Heart, who perhaps.do not half the
Mifchief by their Bafhfulnefsand Fear-
fulnefs, as he doth by his indifcrete o-
verforwardnefs and boldnefs, which
produce’ nothing but monftrous and
* Bli=




untimely Births: Wherefore it will be
neceflary for every one to be upon-his
Guard, thathe may, by the Grace and
Spirit of God, be taught to keep the
middle way, be pofleft of true chearful-
“nefs of Faith, and not pleafe himfelf
with a mere Phantom, or avain Con-
-ceit of it.
11

Wherefore we are before all things
to confider, that as there is no true
Faith, which hath not true Repentance
for its Ground and Foundation; fo
neither can there be any true Boldnefs
of Faith, unlefs a Man have paffed
through a trug'Proce[sof Repentance, and
exercifehimfclf Daily init. For a chear-
ful and undawnted Feith ‘is no fuch
bold ungovern’d Rafinefs,asis found in
a wild Soldier ; but it is the Fear of God,
which having taken Pofleflion of the
Heart, does expel the Fear of Man
and where the Spirit of Man is truly
humbled and broken under the mighty
Hand of God, there the Power and
Spirit of God dwells and exerts it felf
{o glorioufly,- that there is no room
left. for the Flefh to boaft it felfi Let
no Man here deceive himfelf. ‘There
is nothing to be done without true Re-
pentance, and wherethat is paft over,
i




ing and Scorning, he hath no true

deprive Him of his Joy in Believing; but
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it is to ne purpofe for a Man to exalt
himfelf.  Whatfoever wants a rrue Di-
wine Bottom, cannot laft long, let the
outward ‘Appearance of -it be never fo
goodly.
TH.

The true Chearfulnefs of Faithis this,
when our Faith is atlive and operative by
Love. By Faith a Man is made z Lord
over ally but by Love he i « Servant of
all 5 by Faith he is a King, by Love
Spiritual Priest, miniftring, not Lording
in God’s San&uvary. God bimfelf is Love,
and he that dwelleth in Love, dwelleth in
God, and God in bim, 1 John 4.v, 16,
Now when a Man doth notabide in
Love, butis pufft up and fivayed by his
flethly Paflions, as Hatred, Wrath, Rail-

Cheatfulne(s of Faith; and though he
amay have had fome Degree of it before;
yet it is troubled and {poiled by thefe
ungodly Exorbitances.. Therefore in
this Cafe, a Man ought to humble him-
felf before God, and by the renewal
of his Mind in the Spirit of Love and
Bivine Peace to prefs in again into the
‘Chearfulne(s of Faitlt, Satan.indeed
will not be wanting, by occafion of
thefe Failings, to caft him down, and

10178
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here it is then, that he muft refift him
ftedfaft in Faith, and humble himfelf
the more under the mighty Hand of
God, owning himfelf guilcy before him,

and proceeding chearfully in bis Workof

Faith, and in his Labour of Love, and
Paticnce of Hope,
IV,

To keep up and preferve this Chear-
fulnefs, we muft cortinue in Prayer and
Child-like Communion with God : for by
this the Mind of a Man becomes San-
&ified, and is-beft guarded from all
Wandrings and Excurfions, and infpi-
red with true Meeknefs and Friendlinefs
towards Men, in which good Compa-
ny this joyfulnefs of Faith doth moft
powerfully and effettually exert it felf.
And where this Advice is obferved, fo
thata Man, by humble Prayer, prefleth
after Communion with God and Holi-
nefs of Heart, not only all Precipitancy
and Haftinefs of Spirit will be prevent-
ed ; but alfo his rempting of God, againft
which the Men of little Faith chiefly
put in their Caveats.

V.
Neither dothsthis Boldnefs of Faith

¢ake away that fo often and earneftly -

injoyned Obedience, which one Believer
owes another, (according to 1 Pet. §.7-

|
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5.) and more efpecially, which the

- younger and unexperienced owe to

their El
v

hildren ;J-;;:;i; Parents: (by Nature
or Grace ;) }ctwmn is Caution, thag
1t be no blindfold Obedience, t*rucprc—
fers the Authority of a Man before the
clear and evident (Ommmd of God ;
concerning which Obedience, as it i
reprefented in the Gofpel, there is
1:Dutch, a

crs and more Experienced,

D
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lately - publithed in Higl
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Infpetor at Ammz in the K;xg ov
Prufia’s Dominions. This Caution 1
highly neceflary, becaufe there are buf.:
too many, that think they a& in Faith,
and exprefs an extraordinary Courage
and Chearfulnefs, when indeed they fol-
low their own 1 zlﬂ'ﬁ, ¢, and exalt them-
{elves aboveothers by their {elf-Con-
ceic and Wilfalnels, Which Diftem-
per in them is the more Dangerous, be-
caufe no Remdy can be : pphcd to it;
f01 {fuch as thefe, thatwalk in the Lig m,
the Fire of their own kindling, when
hf’y are advifed to true Humility, and
Chriftian Difcretion and Obedience,
they are very apt to {ufped, that it plha
ceeds from a Defign of Lording over
their Confciences, and that all the "cud
Cenafels given to them, are no b; ter
: G than
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than the Effet of the Fear of Man and
Unbelief : they think themfelves very
happy, that they adhere to no Body,
without taking notice, how faft they
elcave to themfelves. He is truly Wife
and Prident, who fecks more and more
to humble and annihilate him{felf, and is
ready to {ubmit himfelf to all Men.
Yor where Humilityis practifed without
Intermiffion, there the Enemy finds no
Room for his dangerous Temptations.
Heshat flands lowest, falls eaffeit.
VI

St. Paul’s Emphatical Words, 2 Tinz.
¥.w. 7. ought to be well confidered by
us: God bas not given us the Spivit of
Fear, but of Power, and of Love, and of
4 found Mind. Happy therefore is that
Man, in whom noz the Spirit of Fear,
but of Power, takes Place, and enables
him to do Good, and fuffer Evil with
Courage and ChearfulnefS; but this
Spirit muft be alfo a Spirit of Love, fo
as that all that a Man A&s or Suffers,
flow from the Love of God and
Man. It muft bealfo « Spirit of found-
nefs of Mind, that is, according to the
true fenfe of the Greek Word, « Spirit
of Wifdom, Prudence, Difcretion, Mode-
ration, and Sobriety of - Mind, or rather,
he thas works all this in Man, and t!;rang

(27
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bim 4m others alfo,
only to difcharge
undaunted Cmu‘azre i
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moreover to behave h:
Doings and Sufferings, zzccording to
Divine Prudence and Wifdom. This
St. Fames intended, when he advifeth,
Chap. 1.v. §. Ifany of you lack Wifdom,
let bim ask of Gody that giveth to all Men
Liberally, and wpbraideth not, and it fhall
be given bim. For there is alflo a.falfe
Prudence, withwhich St. Perer was over=
mken, when he ook Chrift afi dey ard
degm to vebuke him, faying: Beit far
from theey Lord s this shall not be unto
thee. ]’nz Chrift turned, and [aid unto
Peter : Get thee behind it Satan, thon
art an ijfe HHto Mie jO/' thon favour~
eft ot the'things that be of God, but
thofe that be of Men, How can a "Man
be better fecured and kept free from
this feeming, but falfe Prudence, than
by continually xcqnﬂf’a'”?“ﬂmﬂ Eye
over his own Spirit, humbling himfelf
always before God:s 5 and like an help-
lefs Infant, praying to God for Wildom
and Undc:ﬁanc‘aing, and taking the

Word of God to be his Counfellour ?
For God’s Word cannot lie, which
G2 guves
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gives us the aflired Promife, that he
fhall profper in all he'undertakes, that
takes heed to act in all Things, accord-
ing to what is written intheLaw, Zuke
Y. v.6.Plalm 1.v,2, 3. Plalm119. 0.
Dastiess
: VII.

‘Where this Foundation is laid, we
need not fear any hurt from a Chear-
fulnefs of Faith,and though pethaps, for
want of Experience, it may not bealways
exerted in due Place or Time; yet are
we to take heed, asfoon as we are fen-
fible of it, that we be not too much
caft down, becaufe of this Imperfecti-
on ; but rather praife God from the bot-
tom of our Heart,who makes us fenfible
of our Failings for this very End, that
we may ‘amend them,and he may bring
all Thingsinto due Order. But when-
ever we obferve fuch like Failures in
others, we ought ftill to be much more
cautious of judging them, becaufe God
will not Judge according to our, but
according to his own Mind: and God's
Thoughts arc not as onr Thonghts, neither
are his Wayc,our Ways, - In this Cafe we
often find the Truth of what the P/fal-
mift {aith : Out of themouth of Babes and
Sucklings,thou baft perfected Praife,Matth.
21.v. 16, Plalm. 8. ve3. And, if thefe
shonld
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should hold their. peace, the Stones would
smmediately cry out, Lukerg. v.40." It
is much eafier to judge others, than to
judge our felves; and it happens fre-
quently, that we find fault with the
manner of amother Man’s Afting,. tho®
we never undertake to do it better 3 and
hardly do any Goodour felves, or
inffer others to do it ; becaufe we {ee no
way toundertake it, without troubling
the Devil and his Inftruments: And
thus we quench the Spirit of God, ot feek
to quench it, by endeavouring to a-
void outward Diforders.as is’exemplifi=
ed in the Behaviour of the High-Priells
and Scribes, towards the Apoftles of
the Lord in Aits, Chap.4.v. 16, 17,
18.

But hereby, we do not in the leaft
Reflect upon any one, who from a long
Experience in: the.ways of the Lord,
and in the Spirit of Wifdom and Love,
doth-admonifh his Brother, and minds
him of the Failings, which may have
overtaken him in.any of his A&ions,
performed in the chearfulnefs of Faith,
and fets him right in the Spirit of Meek-
nefs, without ftifling any good Thing
thatisin him but rather prunesthe good
Tree from. its [uperfluons cnd irregular
[uckers, and for the reft, like a skilful
G 3 Gar-
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Gardener takes care of, and has an Eye

over him, that he bring forth his Fruit

i1 his feafon, and his Leaf may not

wither, but profper in all he does.
VIIL,

Ietus then continually jointhe Exercife
daily Repentance,’ of true Humility, hearty
Aave, Chriftian Diferetion, the Denial of
our Selves andonr owpWills,Obedience,Sib-
aniffion, Prayer, Mecknefs, and Patience of
Chriit, bearty Compaffion with tl;cf:ziling;
of our Brethventand all other Virtues, that
flow from the Wifdom, that is from zbove
Letus, I fay, joinand knit all thefe to-
gether with the chearful Exercife of Faith
and Truft in God, cafting off all Fear
of Man. Let us excite one another
with comfortable Words to a chearful
Faith: and ‘wherefoever ‘God has

£
A%}
a

of damping it, or defpifing what
is good, in the lealt Member of Chrift,
but let us cherifh it through the Word
of the Gofpel, and by the Rules of
Wifdom keep it within its due bounds,
that it may grow up to full ftrength,
and bring forth Fruit, to the end that
whatfoever has been loft or {poiled by
want of Faith, and the Fear of Man,
may in the Power of Ged be recovered
and reftored through Faith and Love.

CHAP

Fg 8§ A

wrought a good ‘Will, let us take heed '




Tttt S N ST T -
sy
£ I AD 7ITL
Ui .Ld.. K Vg,
.
"

OF the Inefti

(eth frem a

J ¥ 3
UOLPY e i Loz af BAdqa
Lgh’{[u%Ll d Gy LA Uy LV

¥ T doth n
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vantages, which acrue to thefe,” who
by the Spirit of God are fet frec from
the: Fear of Man. For if any one will
but duly weigh and confider, what has
been fiid in the 1Vih Chapter of the
manifold gveat AMifchiefs  that pro-
esed. from the Fear of Man, he will
eafily perceive, by the Rule of ‘con-
traries, the great profit that arifeth
from the chearfulnefs of Faith: Where-
fore 1 referr the Reader to that Chap-
ter, defiring him- ferioufly to confider
what is there offered.” But yetif a Man
were inclined” further to enlarge up-
on this Subje&, by reprefenting from
Scripture all the wonderful Advanta-
ges of a chearful Faith, it would not
be alrogether fruitlefs, but be afurther
g‘onﬁrmaticn of what has been faid be-
ore. :

G 4 IL
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for it does not only reprefent the ma-
nifold glorious effects of Faith, for our
Excitement and  Edification; But
moreover  teaches us, how to under-
ftand all Holy Scripture, and to know
the Power of God, which hath fo ma-
nifeftly exerted it feIf in truc Believ-
ers. But here it will be neceffary to
bid you take heed of making  God
changeable, in faying with the Unbe-
lieving World , This indeed hath been
done formerly 5 bat now it bappens no more,
For by this falfe Maxim fuggefted from
the bottomlefs Pit, the higheft Difho-
nour imaginable is put upon the living
God, by making void all his precious
Promifes 5 all the Examples he hath fet
before our Eyes, and all his Divine
Calls, Invitations and Allurements to

Kaith, are made null and infignificant.

And whereas we have none to blame
but our felves, for not treading in the
fame Foot-fteps of Faith, in which the
Saints of Old walked, and confequent-
ly for not feeing the Glory of God, as
they did, we rather chufe to caft all
the blame vpon God, and devife a4

. difference

Tbe 11th Chaprer to the Hebrews lays
ar. ample Foundation for thefe Reflexions:
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difference of Times, whereas the diffe-
rence is to be look’d for sz the Perfons
themfelves. For tho’ it cannot be faid,
that every Believer muft do the very
fame Works which weredone by Np-
ah, Abrabam, Mofes, and others; yet
ought every one to followthe Faith of
thefe godly Men,and to fhew and ex-
ert' the fame with full Power and
Strength, in that State and Condition
wherein God has placed him,.and in
thofe Circumftances, which sre daily
offer’d. And in fo doing, h€ may be
fully affured, that he alfo fhall fee the
Glory of God, as well as they of Old
experienced the fame. And with
fuch an Heart and Mind is the Scri-
pture to be read and fearched into,
and the Examples of Faith, and the glo-~
rious Effedts of it to be duly confidered:

.and by thismeans we receive Strength

and Joy to be more nearly united with
God, and to enjoy his endlels Love,
Goodnefs and Faithfulnefs in a more
ample and abundant manner.
L
The chief Advantage not only of Chear-
falnefsin Believing but of Faith it felfab-
folutely coufidered,asit treatswith God,
and ‘relies upon the Redemption made
by Jefus. Chrift, is this that it lays
: G 5 hold
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hold o the Righteoufnefs of God, and mahes
Man a Friend of God: And this is con-
firmed by the Example of Abrabam,
And ought not we therefore to make it
our great Bufinelsto obtsin the fame
Spirit of Faith,'that dwelt in Abraham,
and moft ferioufly to weigh and - con-
fider the Fruits and Power of it, with
more exactnefs, than is commonly done,
and fo learn to know _brabim accord-
INg t0 that inward Divine Ground and
Bottons_that was in him, and acording
Lo that . nfinite Blefling, which attend-
ed his Faith? Thus” we fhould foon
perceive, that the Fairh of Abrabam was
jémctfaiﬁg farmoreC, onfiderable,Glorious and
Divine, than the bare' conceir 1n the Brain,
{which fome take to-be Faith) without
tafting and experiencing the Fruits,
which 4brabam reaped from it. O
it is indecd 2 great thing to be @ #ue
Son of Abrabam in Faith, and to walk
in the fame Footfteps of Faith, and
chearfully to fight his way through all
Temptations : 75 Hope againft Hope,
and believe, whar we fee not.
IV.

Now. becaufe Faith, ( being fo high
and precious a  Gift of God, is com-
monly not Efteemed according to its
true worth, it is no wonder, that there

are
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are fo very few, that read the Sci iptut€
with a feeing Eyc, and dlfcover that
the whole Scripture is a Book which
throughout teacheth us,that a/ the good,

that ever was WI’Ollf’ht in the World
by Men, zs done by Fmt/a, by which God
unites fsmzﬁ:[fﬁ) clofely with Men, that all .
things become poffible to them 5 and that
God hath manifefted himfelf glorioufly
and powerfully in all*Believers, ‘tho’
in fome otherwife than in others, ac-
cordlnq to thet{everal Works they were

enga%q in. Wherefore it is highly
neceflary, with all  plainnefs and

earneftnefs,to reprefent not only to the
World,but to the Children of God alfo,
that Faith is {omething far more great
and glorious,than Reafon can conceive
or exprefs. For as long as a Manis
not fenfible of this, nor duly lays it
to Heart, fo long he will be unable to
compret hend in t* leaft, what an j»-
eftimable Treafure, true Faith brings a-
long with x_}w, notwithftanding that the

whole 11th Ch apter to the Febrews
lays before us a large Ca ta’iogue of its
Fruits or Effetts. But when this Faith

cometh to be known ‘according to ;11 &
true Defcription given of it,  Heb.

1. viz. that the S [Fiﬂ’f’
Ground and Rortem of t
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wherenpon, as an immoveable fire Foundae
t:on, all the inconcesvable happinefs, we hope -
fory doth reff: And an Ereyxos, OF
convincing Evidence and Teftimony of the
Spirit, which affures us beyond all doste, of
things not feen : 1 fay,where Faith isthus
known in the Light of God’s Spirit, and
a Man experiences it to be {o in his
Heart, then he fees at the fime time,
that the Fruit and Advansage of that
Faith, which overcometh all Fear of
Man, is of fodarge a compals, as to con-
tain all the good things we can con.
ceive or hope for from God, even all
that can be conceived or expreft. For
then he difcovers, that it is Faith, that
carriesa Man through, and delivers him
from all Evil of Soul and Body : And
on the other hand puts him in poflefli-
on of Soverain Blifs, and thé fulnefs
of God himflf, (or the Divine Fulnefs)
and unites him with God (beyond all
rational comprehenfion) making hima
right bappy Man in Time and Eterni-
ty. When a Man, I fay, attains to a
true and Experimental Knowledge of
this, then he will alfo more fully com-
prehend, what a vaft Advantage Chear-
tulne(s of Faith hath above Fearfulne(s
and Pufillanimity, and that God both
.0 the Old and New Teftament, wh;n
e
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he had any thing, that was Glorious
and Extraordinary, to perform, always
employed thofe, whom he had fet free
from the {ervile Fear of Man; fo that
it may be truly faid, Thou doft fend
forth thy Spirit, andit Created them, and
there is none, that can refift thy Poice,
For the Mountains (hall be removed from
their Foundations with the Waters, the
Rocks [hall mels as Wax as thy Prefence -
Yer thou art Merciful to them thar Fear
thee, (and not Man) Fidith 16, 175
18. . And on the other hand, the Scri-
pture as plainly afferts, that a Aixure
of the Fear of Man [poils and deffroys all
good Undertakings. A fingle Man, that
hath fet afide the Fear of Fleth apd
Blood, and ventured in the Name of
theliving God, hath frequently been a
means of faving a whole Nation : And
what was more remarkable in the A.
poltles at their firft entring upon
Preaching the Golpel, than their great
Boldnefs and Joy in Believing, at which
the High Priefts, Scribes, and Elders theps.
felves ffood amazed? A&s 4. 13, Where
we clearly fee, that the Fear of Man
was to be expelled, before the Gofpel
of Chrift could be Preached to all the
World, and for this reafon, the Apo-
ftles of the Lamb are fet before us as

Examples,
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Examples, that we might be informed,
by the Victory of their Faith, to caft.off

the Fear of Man, and confefs Chrift ;

and his Gofpel before all the World,
bearing his Crofs and Reproach wil-

lingly, that in due time we may be par--

takers of his' Glory.

If fo be the Reader is convinced by
what has been faid, that the Fear of
Man s a damnable Fruit of Unbelicf,
and the Mother of many other abomina-
ble: Ewils; and hath ferioufly laid to

Heart the Means, whereby he may at-

tain to a true Chearfulnefs of Faith
then nothing remains, but that he ex-
perience in himfelf, that, where the Fear
of Man is overcome, there a Door,is
opened to the obtaining of all Divine
Gifts and ‘Graces, and =1 Entrance
vouchfafed into the happy Fellowfhip
of the Blefled Crofs; and the furpaf-
fing Glory that will follow thereup-
on. And therefore a certain Author,
calls it the firft Seal of the Book men-
tion’d, Rev. 5. oftwhich he fays: The
firft Ev:l Spirit, or firft Seal to be opened
wn this Book, is the FEAR of MAN, 4
moft wicked Devil indeed ! who' binders

and oppefes the Fear of God-in us. One .

Fear cafts out another : And where Men
are. feared;  there God, bis. Counfel and
Word
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witft indeed follom Chrift, bear the Crofs,

Cr35)

Word are .e{e}/},!z?/éd and wegledled, Ny
when ' a Man is about to follow Christ,
and_ 10 entcr into_the Reft of God, by
walking 12 the way of the Crofs, and
perfon;z[fzg bis. Baptifmal Vow through
much Tribulation, then the Fear of Ny
and his Tyranny fteps in, and Srops bim
from attaining the Favour and Feny of
God, which is the beginning of Divine
Wifdom : For he fears, fhould he comply
with the Will of Christy it niight  coff
him Life, and all be bath : So that here 55
a Bolt in his way, and a Seal on the Book,
which prevents him, who isbit a Sepyas
from_arriving  to Son-fhip and Liberty,
which is promifed to all the Children ang
Freemen in the Houfe of God. Every one
therefore, by cafting off the Fear of Man,
miuft hazard bimfelf, cafting behind hins,
bating, forfaking, and denying “bis own

dear Spul and Life, and miich more Wife,
Childver, Parents, Houfe, and Lapds, if
he defire to learn the Art of God | which
will teach bimuot to underftand, interpret,
and cxplain the Scriptures atcording 10
the Fear of Man, as the World, and Blind
Letter-learncd, which are nor inftruited
to the Kingdom of God, do, 1o avoid 1he
Crofs, but freely according to the Senfe

(<3

aitd Mind of God in the HolyGhoft. e
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hate onr Life, and (or[ake all, sf we monld
be Chriff’s Difciples, as indecd e meet
mith nothing fo frequently inculcared by
the Evangelifts, who underffood the necef~
firy.of ity and that without it we cannor be
admitred inso the School of Chriff, nor be
bis Difciples. Therefore muft this Seal
be firft opencd, and this Devil of the Fear
- of Man caftr out, before the Fear of
God cap Enter, andthis Seal of the Book
ve opened.  But a Man muft [uffer ma-
nifold Trials and grear Oppofition, until
the Fear of Adan be wholly caft out, and
the pure Fear of God enter in.  As far
as the Fear of God enters, fo far the De-
vil leaves bim, and the Scal of the Fear
of Man is opened, and the Wifdom of God
begins o take place in bim,Ecclef. Chap, 1.

A PRAYER.

Lord, whofe Wifdom is ever-

lafting, and Power infinite,
and’ whofe Eyes are open over the
Ways of the Children of Men, to
give to every one according to his
Ways, and the Fruic of his Doings.
It is manifeft to thee, that the Fear
¥ of
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of Man (by which thy Giory and
Maidiy is denied, and thy infinite

Power, which thou haft thewn from
the Beginning, is defpifed, and made
to truckle under by the Nothingnels
of mortal Men, who are but Duft
and Afhes) bears the fway every
where, andisthe Mother of innu-
merable Crimes and abominable

. Sins ; though penc) ally efteemed by

Men 252 piece of Prudence, and
ranked in the Number of Virtues.
O Lord, how deeply are we funk
and plunged into Atheifm, and a
denial of thy Eternal Godhead,
from our Youth up, through that
general Corruption, that oxfe;fpread
the Face of the whole Earth. In
thee we live, and move, and have
our Being, and vet how backward
are we to feek Thee, if haply we
might feel after Thee,and find Thee,
tho’ thou art not far from us, and
nothing can fubfift without Thee.
Alas! how intirely are we turned
towards thefe outward Things, tho’
the Nature of trus Faith be to
loek,

Ty g e e T T T A e gy

A T S TNEL T e BT
D Sk

e
\ q



(r38) ﬂ
Iook; not at the Things, that are
feen, buc at the Things,that are not
feen > ThisWord, F A I T H,we have
much. in our Mouths, but not as
an. Olive-leaf of Peace. For the
Power of Faith is no where to be:
found: What is all our Doing,
when compared with the Examples
of the Ancients » Tlicfe were Men
indeed,and performed manly Deeds ;.
but with us it is mere Childs-play.
We boaft of Faith, and are put in-

to a Fright by the leaft rufhing of*
a Leaf, when indeed our Hearts
ought not to be afraid, though ma-
ny Hundred thonfands were incamp--
ed againft us round about to de- |
vour us. Art not thou, O Lord,
our Light and Salvation, whom then
have we caufe to fear> Art not,
thou the ftrength of our Life, why
then.are we terrified @ Do we be-
lieve, that thou art with us, why
then do we fear any,that are againft
us? Who is it that can hurt us,
when we have our Almighty Father,
the Creatour of Heaven snd Ear;h,

Lo or
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for our Friend : But thou feeft, O
Lord, that Hypocrify has filled the
Earth, and that Men diffemble and
lie to their Neighbour for temporal
Intereft ; and yet for all that,we ima-
gine our felves to be ina good-State,
and think the Church in'a Flourifh-
ing Condition. But thou, O Lord,
wilt infpect our Cafe, and create a
help for us. Thou wilt fend forth
again the Spirit of Faith, as of old,
that thy Servants may be known
by their not being the Servants of
Men, and thy Meflengers, - by be-
ing raifed above the Fear of Ty-
rants. O Lord, let the Simplicity
and Chearfulnefsof thy Servants,de-
{pifed of the World, fhine forth and
flourifh again, whom thou didft
make ufe of as thy Mouth, and
didft confitm their Teftimony by
their Sufferings and thy wonderful
Afiiftance : honouring them, that
did honour thee, without any Re-
fpect of Perfons, Thou did{tmake
them a fenced Wall of Brafs, which
cvery ‘one did fight againft,  but

could
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could not prevail over them; for
thou didft deliver them out of the
Hands 'of the Wicked, and didt

) Fal
redeem  themvout of the Hands of

the terrible Ones. O Lord, let thy
Face fhine upon us again, thar we

may behold ‘thy Glory : So fhali-

we be healed, and thou alone mag-
nified, and thy Name oaly §
fied in our Hearts, and ¢

Power we thall overcome all. - O-
pen the Eyes of thofe, whofe Feet

thou haft turned into the Path
of Peace, and difcover to them
the great Periloufnefs of our Times,
that they may koow, how highly
neceflary it is for them in their Soul,
and from the bottom of their Hearts,
to be fepdrated from all Creatures,
and to be firmly united to thee
by Faith; to theend they may con-
“tinue faithful under allthe manifold
Temptations, which Daily . befal
them, or may affault them for the
future : and that they may not fuf-
fer themfelves to be drawn away
with athers into 2 perverfe Mind.

Con-
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Confound, O Lord, all falfe Pru-
dence, which is afraid of the Crofs
of Jefus Chrift, and leads the incon-
fiderate into the ways of Bulaam,
O Lord, awaken them that are faft
afleep in Security, and perfuade
themfelves, that they ferve thee
well and faithfully, whil® in all
things they endeavour to imitare
and pleafe Men. Rouze them, O
Lord, that the Dead may no longer
bury the Dead. Send chy Holy
Spirit, even the Spirit of Power,
of Love, and of a found Mind,into
the Hearts of the Pafiors of thy
Church, that every one may clear-
ly fee and perceive, not in a few but
many Thoufands, whata Difference
there is betwixe Hirelings, 'who are

_ always afraid of. Men, for fear of

lofing: their Reward, and the true
Servants of God, and Minifters of
the moft High, who do not feek
their own, nor defire to pleafe Men,
but count not their Lives dear; and
always bear about in the Body. the
dying of the Lord Jefus, that the
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Life alfo of Jefus might be made
manifeft in their mortal ‘Bodies.
Prepare the Youth for thy Service,
and vonchfafe thy Blefling unto
them, that they may be h e Ar-
rows in the Hand of the Mighty.
Fill many Thoufands with h the joy-
ful Spirit of thy Prophets and Apo-
ftles, and make them as fo many
pohﬂkd Arrows in thy Hand, that
may fly {trait to the Mark, that alb
the Earth may be filled with thy
Glory Vouchfafe alfo of thinein-
finite Grace, thy Blefling to ‘this
Teftimony, that many may learn
thereby, to know themfelves, and
refolutely begin to turn inwards,
and couragioufly enter upon a con-
{tant Warfare againft the Fear of
Man, and | through thy mighty Pow-
er fuhv overcome and conquer it.
O Lord God of Hofts, hear us, and
comfort us again with thy Help.
To thy Name g give the Glory, that
thou mayft be known by all Men,
accmfjmtf as thou haft revealed thy

felf in thy moft holy Word, Amen.
W To
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To fill up the vacancy of the remaining
Pages, it is thought convenient to mention
here fome of thofe Books, that have provid
ferviceable in promoting a more inward
and practical Reformation in, fome Parts of
Germany: Some of which are Printed at the
Charge of the Hofpiral at Glauchs near
Hall,

Arnd’s (Fohn) 1V. Books of true Chrifti-
anity. Octavo, in High Dutch and Latin,

Arnold’s (Geltfried) Primitive Chriftanity,
Folio, in High Dutch.

— Collection of Livesof fuch Perfons as
have been Eminent for Piery, although of
differing Perfwafions. Quarto,in High Dutch,

—— Charadter of a Minifter of the Golo
pel, taken ont of the Writings of the Fa-
thers, and.drawn up according to the Senfe
of the Primitive Church, Odtavo, in High
Durch.

~— Manudu&io ad Iectionem Scrip-
wure Sacrze, ‘Twelves,Latine impreffa Halz
& Lond.
Koepkii (Baltha[.) Templum Salomonis ;
I de Tribus SanGorum' gradibus, Incipi.
ntium, Proficientium, & Perfectorum. La,
X Germ. It conraineth a Spirirual and more
nteriour Application of the feveral Parts obe
erveable in'the Structure of Solomon’s Tem-

-
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ple. Twelves, in Latin, which is about to be
tranflared into Englifh.

Maicarzw’s Homilies, and cther Pieces of

4 Primitive Stamp, done into High-Dutch

for the Benefit of the Unlearned, In Greek
and High-Durch,

;ﬁrlrfl)-,
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Mayfart (Fobn Mateh.) Of the Corrupti-
on of the Univerfities, and the great Necel-
fity of reforming them. In High Durch.

Poirer (Pet.) De Eruditione folida, fupet-
ficiaria & falfa Octavo, in Latin.

—= Vindication of fuch Scriprure-places
as are mifapplied, and made a Cloak of Sin
and Vanity. Twelves, in High-Dutch.

Slaupiz (Fohn) Upon the Love of God.
This was publithed in Englith 1692, and in-
tituled, The great Duty of a ChriftiansT welves.

“ Betkiu's (Foakim) Excidium Germanie :
cr, A ferious Enquiry into the true Caufe of
the many bloody Wars, Devaftations and
ather Judgments cverflowing Germany thefe
many Years, Oétavo, inHigh-Dutch.

Erancks (Aug. Herm.) Introduction to the
New Teftament ; whercin more particular-
Iy the Scope of every Book is laid open.
~Firted for the ufée of School-Mafters, Stu-
dents of Divinity, and {uch asare employ’d
in Carechifing. Twelves, in High-Duzch.

—— Scheme, containing both the Dury of
2 Minifter in relation to his Congregarion,
and the Duty of the Congregation in relati-
on 1o the practical Improvement of the Pa-
{toral Duty :- More particulasly concerning
the right celebrating of the great Feftivals,
the Lord’s Day, Saints-Days, Faft-Days,
&e. and generally the right and faving Ap-
plication of the Word of God. Twelves, in
High-Dutch:

~— The Chara&er of Timorhy, drawn
ap 20d unfolded, for the imitation of Students
111 Divinity, Twelves, inHigh-Dutch,
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